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PREFATORY NOTE.

The present volume explains itself. It consists of a

newspaper index, arranged so as to form a series of

annals of the Northern Highlands during the first quarter

of the nineteenth century. If circumstances permit, the

compiler will endeavour to follow it up with similar

volumes for subsequent years. The practice of giving

extracts from the newspapers of the past century is not

uncommon, but has seldom been fuU and systematic. The

present series has been prepared in chronological order,

and illustrates a district which baa its natural centre at

Inverness, and possesses a character and individuality of

its own. The volume will in any case be a help in the

search of newspaper files, which is often undertaken with

only the vaguest clue.

Inverness, August 1903.



ERRATA.
Page 2.—There are two mistakes in dates in the first entry in

James hiiter's Memorabilia. The first election of Charles Grant
for the County of Inverness was in 1802, not 1800 ; and he retired

in 1818, not 1819. It maybe said that a contemporary writer is

liable to make mistakes in dates unless be is careful to verify his

i-ecolleetions.

Page 12, Feb. 12,—" Pampler" should be " Rambler."

Page 23, June 16, second entry.—In this paragraph the
question is asked. What was meant by the Island ? From subse-
quent entries it seems clear this was the name given to the present
Islands, and that the market was held somewhere near the eastern
island, on the river bank.

Page 77, Nov. 4.—" Community " should be " Commonty."
Page 1.58, line 33.—For " Logan " read "Lyon."

Page 237, February 26.—William Brodie appointed Lord-
Lieutenant of Ross-shire should be " Lord-Lieutenant of Nairn-
shire."
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INTRODUCTION.

Jn the j'ear 1801 the first Parliamentary census

was taken in Great Britain. The total

population of Scotland was retvirned in

that year as 1,608,420. In 1821 the

population had risen to 2,091,521, and in 1901 the

retm-ns show a total of 4,472,103. This gives, in

spite of copious emigration, an increase of nearly three-

fold in a hundred years. How has it fared in the

same period with the five (nomuially six) Northern

Covmties, Inverness, Nairn, Ross and Cromarty, Suther-

land, and Caithness? In the district formed by these

counties the total popidation in 1801 wa-s 183,038, and

twenty years later, 221,012 ; while in 1901 it stood at

231,155. We are thus 48,117 better than a hundred

years ago, and 10,143 better than eighty years ago.

Compared with the rise in general population, the increase

in the Northern Highlands is trifling, but some persons

will be surprised to find that any increase at all has taken

place. The following table of comparative figures may be

given :
—
Counties. 1801.

Inverness 72,672
Nairnshire 8,322
Ross and Cromarty... 56,318
Sutherland 23,117
Caithness 22,609

1821.
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Thus the County of Inverness reached its liighest point

in 1841, when the population stood at 97,799. It was at

its lowest in 1861 and 1871, when the munbers were a

little over 88,000. For the last three decades the returns

have been rather above 90,000, but showing 350 more in

the first than in the last of the three. The County of

Ross, however, has steadily fallen from 82,707 in the

middle of the nineteenth century, to 76,450 in the first

year of the twentieth. Sutherland has fallen from

25,793 in 1851 to 21,440 in 1901 ; Caithness from 41,111

in 1861 to 33,870 in 1901 ; Nairnshire from 10,455 in 1881

to 9291 in 1901. Though special causes, such as the

extension of sheep farms at one period and latterly the

growth of deer forests, have certainly operated to restrict

and reduce population, there is no doubt that more general

causes have had considerable effect. The chief decrease

has occm-red since the country began to be opened up by
railways. During the same period the whole world has

been opened up, and its remotest comers have become

accessible ; and the Highlands have freely contributed a

proportion of their sons and daughters not only to

industrial centres in the South of Scotland and in England,

but to the colonisation of English-speaking lands. The
Education Act of 1872 has accelerated the migration of

yoimg people, and the Crofters Act has not stopped the

movement; indeed, there are observers who think that it

has helped it forward by giving the tenants in possession

a hold of the soil, and making it their interest to check

squatting and sub-division. For our present purpose,

however, it is only necessary to note that the population

of the district is, as has been said, 48,000 higher than in

1801, and 10,000 higher than in 1821. The distribution

is, of course, very different now from what it was then;
there are more people in the towns and fewer in the rural

districts.

As to the town of Inverness itself, the earlier returns
did not discriminate between burgh and parish. In 1801
the total population of both was 8732; in 1821 it was
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12,264 ; and in 1901 it had risen to 27,046. As far as

can be made out, the population of the town proper was
in 1801 about 5500, and in 1821 about 8500; these figures,

however, to be taken as including more than the Royal

burgh. In 1901 the papulation of the town, embracing

the portion which was beyond the municipal boundary,

was 23,066. The boundaries were extended as this

volume was passing through the press, and now include

the total just given, or a little more. Thus the population

of town and parish together has increased more than three

times during the century; the town itself has increased

more than four times.

The period which this volume covers was the great era

of road-making in the Northern Highlands, and also

witnessed the construction of the Caledonian Canal.

Confining our attention meantime to roads, it may be said

generally that to the north of Inverness and the west of

the Great Glen, there were at the beginning of the

nineteenth century no proper roads, except one along the

East Coast to Wick, which was satisfactory in parts, and

in parts rough and imperfect, and several well-constructed

lines in the Peninsula of the Black Isle, lying between the

Moray and Cromarty Firths. Two roads had been made

to the west, but, as will afterwards appear, they were

practically useless for wheeled vehicles. Lord Cockbum,

in his Memorials, says :

—" Those who are bom to modem
travelling can scarcely be made to understand how the

previous ages got on. The state of the roads may be

judged of from two or three facts. There was no bridge

over the Tay at Dunkeld, or over the Spey at Fochabers,

or over the Findhorn at Forres. Nothing but wretched

ferries, pierless, let to poor cottars, who rowed or pushed or

hauled a crazy boat across, or more commonly got their

wives to do it." He says that he rode circuits himself when

he was Advocate-Depute between 1807 and 1810. There

were no bridges from Inverness northwards across the

large rivers, although some of the smaller streams had

been spanned. The bridge at Brora, in Sutherland, is
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specially mentioned by Pennant. In the Central High-

lands the military roads begun by General Wade and

carried on long after his time, afforded convenient means

of communication, but they were formed on military

rather than commercial plans, and many of them were so

roughly constructed, so liable to get damaged by floods

and the fall of debris, that they were difficult to keep in

repair. The Survey of the Province of Moray, published

in 1798, gives a list of roads, which is too long to be quoted

in full, but may be summarised. Tlie writer treats the

post road running parallel to the Moray Firth, as the

basis of ah the other roads, and we follow his arrangement

as follows :

—
Main road from Inverness to Edinburgh, by way of

Elgin, Fochabers, Banff, Aberdeen, Forfar, Perth, and

Queensferry, 236 miles.

First Branch.—From Inverness by way of Fort-

Augustus to Edinburgh, 161 miles. It is noted that

there was a road to Fort-Augustus (32 miles) on each side

of Loch-Ness, but the southern only was passable for

wheeled veliicles. From Fort-Augustua the road went

over Corryarrick, and by way of G-arvamore, Dalwhinnie,

Dalnacardoch, and Dunkeld, to Perth. The distance

from Inverness to Perth by this route was 126 miles, but

the road over Corryarrick was very steep. A branch led

from Fort-Augustus to Fort^William', 29 miles, making the

length of road between Inverness and Fort-WilHam 61

miles. There was also a road from Fort-Augustus to

Bemera, in Glenelg, on the West Coast, 43 miles; but

Telford, in his report a few years later, says that only "the

vestiges " of this road remained. This is the route wHch
Dr Johnson and Boswell travelled in 1773, when they

found military parties working on the road.

Second Branch.—This road led from Inverness by way
of Dalmagarry (MoyhaU) to Aviemore and Dalwhinnie,

and thence by the road before-mentioined to Perth and

Edinburgh, a distance of 155 miles.

Third Branch.—This road broke off five miles from
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Fort-Greorge, going by way of Dulsie Bridge to Grantown,

Tomintoul, Braemar, Glenshee, and Blairgowrie, thence

by Coupar-Angus to Perth. Distance between Inverness

and Edinburgh, 167 miles. It is stated that a new road

had been lately formed direct from Dtdsie Bridge to

Aviemore by one stage of 18 miles. This was the most

direct road from Forres through Badenoch to Edinburgh.

Fourtli Branch.-—^This branch struck off from the main

road at Fochabers, conducted up the River Spey. At

Rothes it was joined by a road from Elgin. Thence it

proceeded to Aberlour and Grantown, from which the

journey could be continued either by Aviemore or

Tn.Tnin tjvn1 There was also a road from Aberlour

through Glenrinnes and GlenHvat to Tomintoul.

Fifth Branch.—This road also seli off from Fochabers

to Edinbiu-gh, going by way of Keith, Huntly, Boat of

Alford, Kincardine O' Neil, across the Grampians to

Fettercaim, and so to Brechin, whei-e it joined the main

road. The distance from Inverness to Edinburgh was

205 miles. There was a connecting road from Hvmtly to

Aberdeen.

Sixth Branch.—This branch left the " great road " at

Stonehaven, and proceeded by way of Dundee. This

road was " the course of the post," and the distance from

Inverness to Edinburgh was about 172 miles; but the

crossing of the iirths at Dimdee and Kinghorn made it

imdesirable for ordinary travellers.

The writer of the chapter adds the following com-

ments :
—" The shortest road from Inverness to Edinburgh,

through Badenoch, is greatly superior to any of the

others, in the complete repair in which it is always kept,

in the satisfactory accommodation of almost every

necessary bridge, and in the ingenuity and care with which

the acclivities are in general avoided. The snow, how-

ever, VD. winter is often so embarrassing that it is but little

frequented during that season; the inns, of course, are

then but poorly provided; the shivering traveller is

received in a room comfortless and cold, and most of the
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articles in the bill are charged one-third higher, on the

pretence of the distant land carriage, than in the taverns

along the Coast. Tlie other roads are not always in so

good repair as with little care and skill might be attained,

and little or no ingenuity has been exerted in avoiding

the acchvities."

It will be observed that the list of roads given above

applies only to the communications of Inverness with the

East and South. To make his work complete, the writer

describes the continuation of the post road from Inverness

to the extremity of the island at Houna, where the

Pentland Firth was crossed to the Orkney Islands. The
route lay by Beauly, Dingwall, Tain, and the Meikle Perry

to Dornoch, thence to Golspie, Helmsdale, and Wick. The
journey could be shortened by taking the ferries to and

from the Black Isle. He mentions that at Dunbeath a

branch set off " through the causeway mire " to Thurso.

He also complains of the " very considerable revenue

"

exacted from the traveller by the proprietors of ferries,

" above what is requisite for the support and navigation

of the boats.''

From the particulars given above, it appears that

previous to 1800 the Central Highlands were well sup-

plied with roads, though many of them were not of a kind

suitable to modem times. If we take a wider survey, we
find that the whole system of Highland roads, central and
northern, with the partial exception of the highway along

the Coast, was the work of about a hundred years,

beginning with the operations of General Wade in 1725.

Up till his time the roads in the glens were mostly cattle

tracks, broadened by use as traffic increased, and in part

enclosed by turf dykes. Burt describes certain native

roads as '' so rough and rocky that no wheel ever turned

upon them since the formation of this globe" ; but perhaps

the rockiness, as a general characteristic, is exaggerated.

Dr Alexander Ross, Inverness, who has examined the

remains of some of the old cattle tracks, says that they

gave the guiding lines to General Wade's system. They
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had often a broad margin, where cattle got a bite of grass

in snmTner as they moved along. A specimen of these

roads is to be seen in the neighboiirhood of Inverness,

going over the LeachMn. " The space between the

botmding dykes is so considerable that squatters settle on

the margin and build houses." (See paper in the

fourteenth volume of the Transactions of the Inverness

Gaelic Society.) During the eighteenth century the great

lines of mihtary road were constructed in the Central

Highlands, converging at Inverness. The late Sir

Kenneth Mackenzie of Gairloch, in two valuable papers,

which appear in the fifth volume of the Transactions of the

Inverness Field Club, describes these roads, and says that

the system attained its fullest development about 1784.

The total extent of militaiy roads was about 1100 miles.

In 1814 the last of them were transferred to the care of

the Commissioners of Highland Roads and Bridges ; but

by that time the extent under maintenance had fallen to

530 miles. Only one military road was ever made in

Ross-shire, running from Contin, near Strathpeffer, to

Poolewe. Sir Kermeth says he was told by a relative

how Lady Seaforth, on her way to the Lews, attempted to

take her coach over this road with disastrous results. It

got as far as Loch-Achanault, about fifteen miles from

Contin, but was then so wrecked that it was not worth

taking back to Brahan. " Certainly," says Sir Kenneth,

" at the beginning of this [the nineteenth] century, the

road was not used for wheels, and I doubt whether the

traffic between the East and West Coasts was ever carried

over it otherwise than by pack-horses." He mentions as

a singular fact that in the police books of the County of

Ross no reference is ever made to the military parties

working on this road, though from 1770 onwards the statute

labour upon it was regularly arranged for.

There was a succession of distinguished travellers to

the North of Scotland in the latter half of the eighteenth

century. Bishop Forbes, who travelled to John O'Groata

in 1762, left his wife at Inverness, as he was afraid of the
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Ross-sliire roads, but he repented his caution, as he says

he " found the roads, though only natm-al, extremely good."

The Bishop went by way of Ardersier and Fortrose

through the Black Isle, travelling in a post-chaise. He
was able to use the conveyance as far as Tain, and then

took to horseback. Pennant, who followed the same

route in 1769, says that after leaving Dingv/all he rode

" along a very good road cut on the side of a hill, with the

country very well cultivated above and below." He
mentions that he crossed the water of Brora, in Suther-

land, by a handsome bridge of a single arch. He had

to ford the River Helmsdale, but he ascended the Ord

Hill, that " vast promontory," as he calls it, " on a good

road -winding up its steep sides, and impending in many

parts over the sea." His precursor, Bishop Forbes,

gives a graphic description of the ascent of this road. He
says that he " rode up every inch of it, a thing rarely do-ne

by any persons," though liis companions, gentlemen and

servants, waDsied every foot of it;, a good long mile. " Its

steepness," he says, " and being all along on the very-

brink of a precipice, are the only difficulties ; for other-

wise it is one of the finest roads in the world, being so

broad that in most places two coaches might pass one

another, and then of fine, hard channel naturally, which

no storm can make an impression on so as to break it.

But then so very steep it is, particularly at entering upon

it, that no machine can be drawn tip it by any cattle what-

soever, unless it be empty ; and even then there must be

some sturdy fellows at the back of it, pushing it forward

to assist the horses ; for if they are allowed to make the

least stop, backward they must tiunble by the very

decU-vity of the place." The same pleasant traveller gives

a description of the "Causeway-mire " road to Thurso,

which diverged to the left in the neighbourhood of

Latheronwheel. The landlord of the inn told him that

this was a piece of ground that few gentlemen in Caithness

would venture on, except under the conduct of a man
familiar with it. " Accordingly," the Bishop proceeds.
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" he [the landlord] got one John Sutherland for us, a

sturdy, stout fellow, with wham we set out at four o'clock,

and who performed his part very well over the Causey-

mire, one continued piece of mossy ground for about two

miles at least, full of sloughs and quagmires, directly across

the road to Thurso ; but why it is called by such a name I

could not conceive, as the smallest vestige of a causeway

we could not discover in the whole. However, at Thurso

they told me that a causeway had been there of old, but

it had sunk down out of sight by the ruins of time." Two
of the party slipped off through their horses bogging in the

mire. " The only way," says the Bishop, " of crossing in

these narrow sloughs is to make the horses go speedily

over; for if they make the least halt, or too leisurely a

step, down they must sink."

In the year 1773, Dr Samuel Johnson and Boswell

travelled in a post-chaise as far as Inverness, and thence

rode to tlie West Coast by way of Fort-Augustus and Glen-

moriston. " We were now," says Dr Johnson, in his Tour,

" to bid farewell to the luxury of travelling, and to enter

upon a country upon which perhaps no wheel has ever

rolled. We could indeed have used our post-chaise one

day longer along the military road to Fort>Augustus, but

we could have hired no horses beyond Inverness." On

the way from Fort-Augustus to G-lenelg the travellers

entertained a party of soldiers who were working at the

road. For some reason this road was allowed rapidly to

fall into decay. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie mentions that

it was on the list of military roads as late as 1799, but

that Colonel Anstruther stated a few years later that,

though it had been on the list, " it had never existed as a

road, nor had it been ordered to be inserted in any

estimate." Sir Kenneth points out that this was a

mistake, and that from 1770 to 1784 the road had been

named in all the detailed estimates laid before Parliament.

He thinks that Colonel Anstruther's investigations had

probably not gone back beyond the year 1790, when

military labour was dispensed with. The Parliamentary
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estimates for 1770 include a sum " for building an inn on

the line of road from Fort-Augustus to Bernera, there

being no house in fifty miles of said line." This was the

inn at which Johnson and Boswell put up. The neglect

into which the road had fallen is succinctly disclosed by

Telford, who says in 1802, that " there are just the vestiges

remaining of what was once a military road to Bernera,

opposite the back of the Isle of Skye." This road to

Glenelg, and the road from Contin to Poolewe, seem to

have been the only two " made " roads which crossed the

Highland mainland to the West Co^ast, and they were

obviously very imperfect and unfit for wheeled traffic. A
road to Ullapool had been formed in 1792, but it was so

badly constructed that it soon fell into decay, and had to

be reconstructed by Telford.

Mention may be made of an Atlas of Scotland,

published by authority of Parliament in 1776. It is

entitled "Taylor and Skinner's Survey and Maps of the

Roads of North Britain or Scotland," and is inscribed to

John, Dulte of Argyle, Commander of his Majesty's Forces

in North Britain. In a note the pubhshers say :

—" We
shall only observe that the military roads are kept in the

best repair ; and so much has been done of late years

to the other roads by the attention of the nobility

and gentry that travelling is made thereby in-

credibly easy, expeditious, and commodious ; and such

a spirit of improvement prevails throughout Scot-

land that we may venture to say a few years

will complete all the public roads in that part of

tihe United Kingdom. Tliere are good inns on all the

roads, with post-chaises and horses at every stage as far

north as Inverness, by Aberdeen." It wiU be observed

that Inverness is the limit. The maps show the East

Coast road winding along the shore to Wick, John

O'Groats, and Thurso; also the military roads of the

Central Highlands and the road from Fort-Augustus to

Glenelg. It Likewise shows the roads of the Black Isle,

and one turning west fro'm IKngwall, and going towards

Contin. North of Inverness the Coast road is biokeij
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by the feriies of Beaiily, Conon, Meikle Ferry, and Little
Perry. ITie conditiou of affairs which we have thus
described is practically the same as Telford found it to be
in his sm-vey and report of 1802. He speaks as if the
general road co'nnections of the countiy terminated at
Tain. He emphasises the lack of bridges not only on the
Northern rivers, but on the Spey at Fochabers and the
Tay at Dunkeld. Summing up, it may be said that in
the beginning of the nineteenth centiuy, Inverness was the
natiu-al limit of traffic or travelling by wheeled vehicles.

A conveyance might go as far as Tain, but horses were
difficult to be obtained. The " natural roads," or cattle

tracks, were better than we might nowadays imagine, but
only for their own purposes or for foot passengei-s. The
military roads in the Central and Southern Highlands had
served their day, and were insufficient There was a

clamant necessity for a new and extensive system of roads

if the Highlands were to be incoi-porated with the rest of

the country.

The Act for making Roads and Bridges in the High-

lands and for constructing the Caledonian Canal was

pa,ssed in 1803, and the work was promptly begun, under

the general superintendence of the famous engineer, Mr
Telford, who appointed qualified assistants. For years

thereafter the work v/ent on, giving the Highlands in the

end the splendid system of conununication which they have

since enjoyed. It is easy to understand what the mere

expenditure of money meant to a large and impoverished

district. Among the objects aimed at were the opening

up of intercourse, the promoting of fisheries, and the

stoppage of emigration. Tlie making of new roads

through the central Higlilands and the west and north con-

tinued until 1821, the construction of the Canal proceed-

ing during the same period. Every year saw steady

progress. Mr Telford began with the building of the

bridges over the Tay at Dtmkeld and over the Spey at

Fochabers, the latter not directly under the Conunissioners,

but assisted by the Treasury, and apparently superin-
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tended by their engineer. The bridge near Forres, over

the Fiudhorn (which was carried away by the flood of

1829), was undertaken by local efiort, but Mr Telford seems

to have been consulted. " The whole expenditure on new

roads and bridges," says the late Mr Joseph Mitchell, C.E.,

" amounted to £540,000, of which £267,000 was furnished

by the Government, the difference being contributed by

the counties and individuals. Tliis sum was expended on

875 miles of roads, and on several large bridges notj

included in the road contracts, the average O'ver all amount-

ing to a cost of about £400 a mile." From other sources

we learn that the comities contributed to the above sum

£214,000, and individual proprietors, £60,000. Harbours

and ferry piers were also constructed, half the cost pro-

vided by balances remaining fro-m the forfeited estates, and

half by individual contributions, the total coming to

£110,000.

The progress of improvement can be traced in the files

of Inverness newspapers from the year 1807. We see

about the erection of bridges at Beauly, at Conon, at

Contin, at Bonar, about the construction of the Mound, in

Sutherland, and the completion of roads to the east, west,

and south. The roads in the central Highlands follow in

many places a new hne, and were, of course, much better

formed than the old military roads. In November 1807,

we read that " the total number of roads now formed and

forming in the Highlands amount to forty,'' and the same

issue notices the erection of a pier at Broadford, Skye,

through the exertions of Lord Macdonald. At length, in

April 1818, we are informed that "from Edinburgh to

Inverness, and from Inverness to John O'G-roat's House, it

is now possible to travel without crossing a ferry or fording

a river, or even encountering a descent where the necessity

of using a drag-chain is required." It is right to note

that the proprietors gave willing contributions t,o the

extension of roads. For instance, we read in 1809 that

the road to Glenelg had been contracted for as far as

Aonach, in Glenmoriston, being constmcted to this point
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by the aid of assessmeats, but beyond it by means of

private subscriptions. The list of these subscriptions was

headed by Lord Macdonald with £1000, and followed by

Lord Seaforth with £500, Macleod of Macleod with £400,

Sir Hugh Innes of Lochalsh with £300, and others with

contributions of from £100 to £200. It may be added

that the system of roads in Sutherland was completed in

the north and west of the county about the year 1830, at

the expense of the house of Sutherland.

Along with the work of road-making came improve-

ment in mail and travelling accommodation. In 1800

the mails were carried to Inverness by post-horses three

times a-week from Aberdeen. Tlie time at which a daily

mail coach was established between Aberdeen and Inver-

ness is sometimes given as 1809 or 1810. The newspaper

file, however, gives the exact date as Sl^h April 1811, the

fares for the journey being—Inside, £3 13s 6d; outside,

£2 9s. The late Mr A. P. Hay, postmaster at Inverness,

says that a two-horse poet was all that was provided at

first, but it was soon followed by a four-in-hand. The

time taken to transmit a letter from London to Inverness

was, he says, six days. Meantime communication, more

or less regular, had been established by the central road

to Edinburgh. Mr James Suter notes that the first

attempt to start a regular coach to Perth was made in

1806, but it was soon discontinued. In 1809 we find the

" Duchess of Gordon Inverness Coach '' running three

times a-week in summer and twice a-week in winter. Mr
Hay says that for some time its expenses were supplemented

from the Corporation funds. Until the roads were well

advanced, the mails north of Inverness were conveyed by

a man and pony to Tain, and thence by post-runner. In

March 1808 there is an advertisement of the first carrier

going beyond DingwaU. His name was Donald Eoas, and

he was to travel as far as Tain. In June 1809 a

" diligence,'' as it was called, began to run from Inverness

to Tain by way of Beauly and Dingwall. The same issue

that records this step mentions the following instance of

the rapidity with which a person might now travel in the
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Highlands. " Mr Gordon of Carrol, a few days ago, left

Edinburgh per the Inverness coach, and reached his house

in Sutherland, a distance of 215 miles, in forty-seven hours

and a-half." In September 1818 a proposal was made to

start a mail diligence to Wick and Thurso, the local

authorities at Inverness, Bonar, and Helmsdale allovdng

it to pass then- bridges toll free, and the counties of Ross

and Sutherland each subscribing £200 to assist the move-

men^^. The coach started in the following July (1819),

being timed to leave Inverness at 6 a.m., to arrive at Wick
at half-past seven on the following moniing, and at Thurso

at half-past eleven. Mr John Anderson, in his Essay on

the Highlands, published in 1826, says that horses were

brought from Edinburgh, and stables and inns erected by

Lord Stafford at very considerable expense. " By one

common bond of intercourse," he adds, '' the two most

distant parts of the island, the one situated at the

extremity of the English Channel, the other in the latitude

of John O'Groat's House, were thus joined together, at a

distance of 1082 miles. In no country, it may safely be

said, is there a parallel of so rapid a change." To us of

the twentieth century, the change only marks a small step

of progress; but to men of that generation it seemed an

extraordinary advance. Dr Alexander Ross, however, in

the paper formerly mentioned, notes that even after the

roads were available and stage coaches running, the county

fam.ilies did notj always avail themselves of the public

conveyances, but continued posting with the same horsea

all the way to London. " While looking," he says, " over a

wonderful collection of old carriages in the coach-house of

the late Sir George Dunbar, with great C springs and

rumble behind, I remember remarking to the old coach-

man that these carriages wei'e worthy of being put into

a museum. He replied, ' Many's the time I have driven

them to London all the way.' On expressing my astonish-

ment that they should have been so recently in use, he

said, ' Ah, sir, these were the fine old times. We used

to leave here about the end of October and reach London

in about two months, travelling each day about thirty
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milGS, and staying ten days or a fortnight in Edinburgh

to dine with the lawyers and settle cur law pleas. When
iwe got near London we would meet other families also

going in, and the young folks would have rare times, We
left London about the beginning of April, and took a

similar time to reach home. Of course,' he said, ' we often

had to rest the horses and get them shod, and such events

lost us a day now and then.' " Dr Ross observes that

these were tlie pictiu-esque days of travelling, when men
took time to look at the country and to know the people.

The work of constructing the Caledonian Canal greatly

assisted in opening up the Highlands and in distributing

money during a tiying period. For nearly twenty years

the Canal employed large relays of workmen, many of

them day labo'urers, many skilled masons and carpenters

from the counties of Nairn and Moray. Exclusive of

payment for land and for damage (which came in the end

to £48,000), the estimated cost of construction was

£474,531. This sum, however, was greatly exceeded.

When the waterway was opened in 1822, the cost had

reached £884,000, and subsequent operations, completed in

1847 or a httle later, brought the total up to £1,300,000.*

* The following figures, taken frcfln the official reports on
the Canal, have been kindly supplied :

—
Outlay on Caledonian Canal feom October 1805 till

]Mat 1822.

1. Management and Travelling Expenses
2. Timber and Carriage thereof

3. Machinery, Cast-iron Work, Tools, &o.

4. Quanies and Maisonry
5. Shipping
6. Hoiises and other Buildings

7. Labour and Workmanship—Daywork .

8. Do. do.. Measure Work
9. Purchase of Land and Payments on ao-

co'unt of Damages
10. Purchase and Hire of Horses and Pre

vender
11. Incidental Expenses
12. Road-making

£884,159 12 IJ

Balance at credit, Messrs Hoare's a/c... 987 15 1

Total £885,147 7 2f

s £28,013
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The difficulties presented by the loose gravel of the bed,

and the enormous rise in wages and prices during the

Continental war, account for the increase in expenditure.

Labourers who were paid from Is 6d to Is 8d per day in

1803, received in 1814 from 2s 4d to 2s 6d, and skilled

workmen shared in the advance, though in somewhat

smaller proportion. The price of timber was doubled, and

in the case of native fir, more than doubled in the same

period. The native fir and birch came largely from

Lochiel's forest and from Glenmoriston, and was reported

by Telford to be particularly hard and sound, more durable

in vessels and wheeling planks than Baltic timber at double

the expense. The dressing stone was obtained at the

east end from Redcastle, but at the west end had to be

transported from the Cumbraes ; rubble was got at the

one end from Clachnaharry and at the other from the

north shore of Looliiel. The work excited interest as a

national undertaldng, though grumblings were naturally

heard about the expenditure. At length, in 1818, naviga-

tion was allowed during summer on the Loch-Ness side,

but was closed in November as a precaution against floods.

In June 1820 a steamboat was placed on the route by Mr
Henry BeU, to ply between Inverness and Fort-Augustus,

and in October 1822 the Canal was opened from sea to sea,

amidst general jubilation. The member for the County

(the Right Hon. Charles Grant) and his father, with a party

of gentlemen from town and county, travelled by the

steamer on her first through voyage. There was a grand

Mr Charles Grant, M.P., said, at the opening of the Oanal,
that tl'e total labour and workmanship from October 1803 till

May 1822 was £645,987 9s Ofd.
The Canal expenditure up till 1848 was £1,306,032 3s 5d,

less £5,906 17s 9d' in bank at 1st May of that year.

—

Tot^ £1,306,032 3 5
Less 5,906 17 9

Net total £1,300,125 17 9

It was originally intended toi have raised Loch-Ness 6J- feet,

but it was finished 2 feet short of this. (See Walker and
Burgess' Report, June 1847).
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dinner at Fort-"\Yilliam to celebrate the memorable
occasion. The financial returns from the Canal have

proved disappointing, but it has helped to make the High-

lands accessible, and has made a beaiitiful route familiar

to travellers from all parts of the world. Diu-ing the time

of its construction, the expenditure mitigated the poverty

which might otherwise have proved serious in its effects.

Our period saw changes as great in the conveyance by
sea as by land and canal. Mr James Suter mentions that

in 1804 smacks began to ply regularly between Inverness

and London, for the first seven years going once in three

weeks, and afterwards once in ten days. The smacks

called at Oomarty, and latterly seem to have started from

that place. The time taken depended on the winds. The
voyage seems sometimes toi have lasted from ten to fourteen

days. Mr Joseph Mitchell says he made the passage in

a smack from Aberdeen in six days. Occasionally the

voyage was miich more expeditious. In February 1815,

for instance, we are told that the Inverness Packet arrived

at Burghead from Gravesend in the short space of seventy

hours, having outstripped the maU by thirty-fo'ur hours.

Steam navigation sprang up while the Canal was in

progress, and the waterway, as we have seen, was utilised

even before it was fully opened. The first steam vessel, the

Comet, was placed on the Clyde by Henry Bell in 1812,

and in the next ten years the new system of navigation

came into general use. In December 1820, Sir Hugh
Times of Lochalsh made arrangements for the running of

a steamboat between Glasgow and Kyleakin once a-week.

It is recorded that she made her first voyage in 35 hours

and 50 minutes, and the return voyage in 40 hours and

16 minutes, the latter in spite of heavy gales. In May

1821 a steamer was launched at Dumbarton to complete

the connection with Inverness by way of Aberdeen. Thus

almost at the same time the Highlands came into posses-

sion of a complete system of roads, of steam service by sea,

and of the advantages of communication by the Caledonian

Canal.
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Tlie rui'al economy of the Highlands underwent a vital

change during the period under consideration. The

abolition of heritable jiuisdictions after tihe rising of 1745

changed the whole constitution of Highland society.

Tliough it was absolutely necessary to take away the feudal

powers which the cliiefs po'Ssessed, the measure, from an

economic point of view, had unfortimate effects. It was

inevitable that under the new circumstances a conunercial

system should take the place of the patriarchal, but the

change was too sudden and revolutionary. It must not,

however, be forgotten that the occupancy of land in the

Highlands at the time was essentially on an unsound

ba-sis. Tacksmen related in blood to the chief held con-

siderable tracts at low rents, and sub-let to the body of

the people, whose payments helped to support tlie middle-

men in comfort. Cottars, with still smaller patches of

soil, added to the numbers of the population. The time

had now come when the presence of a large body of men
was no longer necessary to supiport the dignity of a cliief,

and as proprietor his thoughts turned to the improvement

of his rent-roll. The tacksmen resented the increased

demands made upon them, and began to emigrate.

During this state of friction farmers from the Southern

coamties came to the Highlands and offered large sums for

land as sheep walks. The process began on the Glengarry

estates in 1782, and went rapidly forward. Mr Fraser-

Mackintosh says that in 1768 the rental of the Glengarry

estates was only a Uttle over £700, and in 1802 it had
risen so enormously that it exceeded £5000. There was
a large emigration from Knoydart in 1786, and another

even larger in 1802. In the latter year three vessels

sailed from Fort-William to Quebec, carrying with them
hundreds of Highlanders, who were a great loss to the

old country, but who enriched the land to which they

went. In 1792 sheep-farming had spread to such an extent

in the counties of Ross and Sutherland that it led to

serious riots, the people attempting to drive the sheep

away. This, however, did not stop the movement. Tlie
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avithorities were strong, and the people, wlio were peaceful
at heart, submitted, but with passionate protestations,

which still evoke profound sympathy. In 1817 the Sheep
and Wool Fair was estabhshed at Inverness. Up till

this time and afterwards, in spite of eviction and emigra-

tion, the population continu.ed to increase. It was
stimulated, no doubt, by the groiwth of the kelp industry

on the western seaboard and islands, which gave employ-

ment to many people, but which broke down just about
the end of our period, and brought in a new element of

distress. It must also be remembered that there were
wide districts which were never cleared, and in which tlie

old imperfect system of agricultm-e was gradually sup-

planted by newer methods. It was during the first

quarter of the century that a real beginning was made
with the improvement of cultivation.

There is a survey of the County of Inverness prepared

for the Board of Agriculture in 1808 by Eev. Dr James
Robertson, minister of Callander, in Pertlishire, which

contains many interesting particulars. Dr Robertson

deplores and condemns the depopulation of districts caused

by the extension of sheep-farming. He also lets us see

what the old system was. like. He thinks there was too

great a gulf between the tacksmen and the small tenants.

He says that the culture of tlie potato, which fifty years

before was almost unknown except in the gardens of the

wealthy, had spread until it had become imiversal. He
observes that one-haK of the inhabitants of Scoijland lived

mainly on potatoes dining eight or nine months in the

year, and that the proportion so sustained was higher in

the Highlands than in the rest of the countrj'. The

possibUity of the crop failing did not strike him, as indeed

at that time there was nothing to foreshadow sirch

disaster. He states that the lower class of Highlanders

lived in greater comfort and plenty than in any former

generation. There was no necessity to bleed cattle in

bad seasons to supplement the " pittance of meal." The

housing of the great majority of the people was, however,
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as bad generally as it still remains in. some of the outer

islands. The dwellings of the better class—the small

minority—were comfortable, but all the rest were of the

most miserable description. "The huts of the Indians

bordering on the Lakes of St Lawrence," says Dr Robert-

son, " cannot be worse in point of structure and

accommodation." A communication to a newspaper just

beyond our present period supplies some curious par-

ticulars. The writer assumes the population of an

ordinaiy Highland parish to be about 2000, and he says

that three-foiu-ths, or more nearly four-fifths, lived in black

huts. He thinks there may be 500 huts in such a parish

and 500 outhouses, making a total of lOOO; and he puts

the cost of erection at £12 a-piece, making a total value

of £12,000. Improvement, however, was at work. The

Highland Society of Scotland did much for agriculture by

tlie offer of premiums, and local Farming Societies were

established to promote the movement. On the part of

the proprietors the difficulty of providing satisfactory

houses and steadings for small holdings no doubt helped

to bring about the enlargement of farms and the decrease

of population.

Without attempting to describe the general condition

of Highland agriculture in the olden time, concerning

which much has been written elsewhere, it may be interest-

ing to give a few further gleanings from Dr Robertson's

siurvey. He speaks more than once of the niunber of

horses kept by the small tenants before the introduction

of sheep farming. These horses were allowed to roam

the mooi's at large, and sent down in annual droves to the

Lowlands for sale. They were of a poor kind, and in Dr
Robertson's opinion not remunerative. " There is,'' he

says, " no species of bestial more useless or expensive

than an idle horse. In Glenmoriston alone, a district of

no great extent, a gentleman of veracity told me there had

been 900 horses until very lately. In a fine meadow of

a well-cultivated part of the country I reckoned six small

horses grazing upon one farm.'' Dr Robertson describes
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the method of ferrying the cattle from Skye across the

sound at Kylerhea. Tlie animals were forced to swim.
" For this purpose the drovers purchased ropes, which are

cut at the length of three feet, having a noose at one end.

This noose is put round the under-jaw of every cow, taking

care to leave the tongue free. The reason given for

leaving the tongue loose is that the animal may be able

to keep the salt water from going down its throat in such

a quantity as to fill all the cavities in the body, which

would prevent the action of tlie lungs ; for every beast is

fooind dead, and said to be drowned at the landing-place,

to which this mark of attention has not been paid." Each

cow was tied to the tail of the cow before, fonning a string

of six or eight; and a man in the stem held the rope of

the foremost cow. The most favourable passage was at

high water, and very few beasts were lost. It is said

that from 5000 to 8000 cattle were taken across in this

fashion in course of the year. Dr Robertson condemns

the practice of casting turf for fuel or for thatching, which

spoilt the pastiire ground. Ploughmakers and cart-

wrights had only recently settled in the low and central

parts of the coxmty. The late proprietor of Cantray was

the first to introduce a thrashing mill driven bj' horses,

having imported the machinery and tradesmen from Leith.

The number of sheep in Inverness-shire in 1808 was

reckoned at 50,000, having doubled in ten years. " The

old indigenous sheep, which are small, fine-woolled, and

altogether white, are still very numerous. The Linton

breed, or those with black legs and faces, are the most

prevalent. Stocks of Cheviot sheep are gaining ground,

because their wool is much finer, and their carcase equally

large with the Linton breed." At that time there was no

regular deer forest in the county, except at Lochiel, though

" there are straggling deer to be met with in almost

every part of the moimtainous districts."* Dr Robertson

* Tlie late Mr Macpherson, in his book on ''Church and

Social Life in the Highlands," gives extracts respecting the

old deer forests from a paper wiitt«n by Captain Lachlan Mac-
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speaks very highly of the moral and law-abiding character

of the people. " Single individuals travel unarmed, in all

directions, through the Highlands, with thousands of

pounds in their pockets, to purchase cattle, without dread

or annoyance." Finally, we may quote the following

passage relating to home industries :

—
" Tho domestio manufaotui-e of this county is very consider-

able, because upwards of sixty thousand of the inhabitants,

out of a population of seventy-four thousand, may be said to

be clothed by their home^spun and home-wrought stuffs of

various kinds, excepting bonnets, handkerchiefs, and a few
more articles for female, or Sunday's attire.

" The housewives, and their daughters, and servant-maids,

are more industrious than one cou'.d suppose, in a country
where the pastoral habits and employments still continue so

much to prevail. Their cloths are woven by tho comitry
weavers, and dressed by the dyers in the neighbourhood.
Their tai-tans and plaids are tmiversaUy admired for fineness

of fabric, brilliancy of colours, and the taste displayed in the
variety of setts or patterns. This display of ingenuity and
industry, is by no means confined to the common people.

IMany of the ladies of fortune understand the art of dyeing
to great perfection, not only with respect to the more easy
and cheap colom'S, but even as to the inoie delicate and vivid

kinds, which they often execute full as lively and permanently
as the most skilful and experienced dyers in the great towns.
To enumerate aU the instances of these thrifty habits would
be endless. I shall mention only one or two, as a specimen
of the rest. At a gentleman's hons© in Lochaber, I saw two
hearthrugs of the most beautiful mixed colours ; one dozen
of chair-covers woven, and ano^:her dozen sewed by a stitch

caiUed vigo (well-known to ladies), having five different shad'es
of green, four of red, three' of pu!"p'e, a black ground, with a
yellow and white edging; all spun, and dyed, and sewed in

the house. The whole drawing-room furniture, sopha and
chair-covers, was of the same kind ; sixteen carpets, of

different patterns. The bed and ta.ble linen was countless

;

as also the blankets, which, in warmth and fabric, were equal,
and in fineness, superior, to those sold in the great towns,

pherson, " Old Biallid," who diedl in 1858. He says that at

one time the deer forests possessed by the Earls of Huntly
commenced at Ben Avon, in Banffshire, and terminated at Ben-
Nevis, near Fort-William, a distance of seventy miles, with-
out a break except for the estate of RothiemmchuS; about two
miles in breadth. " No alteration took place until after the
Rising of 1745, when the whole forests were let as grazings,

except Gaiok, which the Duke of Gordon continued as a deer
forest until abouti the year 1788, when it was let as a sheep
walk, and continued so until 1826, when the late Duke of

Gordon (then Marquis of Huntly) re-established it." (See also

pages 48 and 49 of this volume.)
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under the name oi being imported froim the South. Shawla
and gowns of twisted worsted, and' tartans of the moat lively
coloura, beautifully diversified, and various other ai tides, all

spun and dyed in the family, under the inspection, and by
direction of Mi-s Cameron of Fassfern. In the opposite side
of the county, Mi-e Maopherson, at Mains of Ardersier, near
Fort-George, besides many otlier articles of industry, which
it might be thought tedious to enumerate in detail, sends
every year to the bleaching between three and four hundred
yards of linen, spun in her own house, from the flax raised by
her husband."

It is curious to note that while the system of sheep-farming

was extending, much alarm, and lamentation were caused

by the constant stream of emigration. One of the objects

of the construction of the Caledonian Canal was to stop

this movement. Mr TeKord, in his report of 1802, says

that about three thousand persons had left our shores in

the previous year, and he was informed that three times

that number were preparing to leave in course of the

year in which he was writing. The men who were going

were not without resources. " The very high price of

black cattle," says Mr Telford, " has facilitated the means

of emigration, as it has furnished the old farmers with a

portion of capital which enables them to transport their

families beyond the Atlantic." At the present day a

passage to Canada or the States is an easy thing. At

that time, however, the passage occupied from six weeks

to two months, and was often accomplished in vessels Hi-

equipped with, water and provisions. The tale is one on

which no one cares to dwell.

There is a sentence in Lord Cockbum's Memorials

which describes the warlike atmosphere of a protracted

period. Of the peace of 1814 he says:
—

" Old men, but

especiaRy those in whose memories the American War
ran into the French one, had only a dim recollection of

what peace was; and middle-aged men knew it now for

the first time." Even then there was stiU the final con-

flict to come with Napoleon, before the battle of Waterloo

put an end to the dash of arms. Dnririg the wars the

Highland regiments were winning those laurels which

have made their names famous. For home defence there



XXXII INTEODUCTION.

wore Fencible regiments, some Volunteers, regular

militia, and latterly the Local Militia, instituted in 1808

and suspended in 1816. The Fencible regiments formed

a home force in Scotland, raised by recruiting instead of

by ballot, but the last of them were disbanded early in

the nineteenth centurj'. The Local Militia gathered into

its ranks the greater part of the young manhood of the

country, drawn by ballot between the ages of eighteen

and thirty, each county being obliged to furnish a force

of the kind six times as large as the regular militia quota.

It is not surprising that with constant war abroad and

periodical warlilie training at home, the military spirit

was dominant. In the newspapers of the time there are

frequent references to the Local Mihtia. The Hon.

Archibald Eraser of Lovat was Colonel of the 1st Inver-

ness-shire regiment and Glengarry of the second; and

authority was given to Highland battalions to wear the

Highland dress as their unifoim. Apparently this

permission was granted on the application of Glengarry,

who, whatever his faults, cherished an enthusiastic pride

in the Highland name.

The practice of illicit distillation became exceedingly

prevalent dining the period with which we are dealing.

About the year 1814 two causes operated to increase the

practice to an enormous degree. The first was the pass-

ing of an Act which prohibited the use of stills of less

capacity than 500 gallons, a measure which served as a

complete interdict to legal distilling in the Highlands.

The second and more permanent cause was the distress

which set in after 1815, owing to the fall in agricultural

prices at the close of the war. Matters then became so

serious that the county authorities petitioned Government

to legalise the use of small stills. This was conceded in

1816, stills of 40 gallons capacity being allowed, and the

duty reduced. But the new Act was surro'unded by so

many restrictions that the distilleries which were estab-

lished failed to become successful. The legal distiller

was obliged to make his wash of a specific strength, and
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to pay duty on a siiecific quantity of spirits, whether he
was able to extract the required amount or not. In
point of fact, he was required to produce one-fourth or
one-fifth more than the smuggler, and so it was trae that
smuggled whisky was at that time better in quahty than
the whisky legally distilled. It was not until 1823 that
a new Act was passed which conceded more hberal regu-

lations, and allowed distillers to warehouse spirits without

payment of duty. Accordingly, the year 1823 saw both
the climax in smuggling and the turn in the tide.

When smuggUng was at its height the whole Highland
district was involved in it, from east to west and from
north to south. Bands of men carried the product of

their stills through the glens on ponies, and often resisted

the officers of the law. The mihtary had to be called in

to help the Excise. The late Mr Joseph Mitchell

mentions that one morning when, as a young man, he was
driving up Glenmoriston before breakfast, he met twenty-

five Highland ponies tied to each other, carrying two kegs

of whisky apiece, and attended by ten or twelve men
armed with bludgeons. They looked at Mr Mitchell with

suspicion, but at length one of them said to his companion,
" You need not mind ; it is the son of Mitchell, the man
of the high roads " (his father being superintendent under

Telford), and they treated him to a dram. During the

same period quantities of wines and foreign spmts were

smuggled in from Holland. Under date of December

1821, the " Courier " contains an account of a strange case

which was tried at a Justice of Peace Court at Inverness.

The shoremaster had been accommodating enough to bury

in his garden eighteen kegs of gin which the skipper of a

smack had picked up at sea, and moreover, to ensure

concealment, had planted cabbages over the spot. The

kegs having been discovered, the culprits were prosecuted,

but they pleaded that the gin was flotsam, that the

statute allowed them twenty-four hours to give notice to

the Excise, and that the officers had made their seizure

before the expiry of this period of grace. The Court
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actually accepted the plea, and the defenders had the

audacity to give notice that they intended to raise an

action against the Excise officers for illegal detention of

the vessel. It is not likely that the a-ction ever came off.

Naturally there were great complaints as to the

demoralising character of smuggling. The community

was infected with it from top to bottom. Farmers found

a market and obtained a better price for their grain

through the illicit traffic; landowners secured higher

rents ; the people generally obtained cheaper whisky. At
a Justice of Peace C'O'urt at Inverness in 1823, no fewer

than 400 persons from the districts of the Aird, Strath-

glass, and Urquhart were fined for illicit distillation or

for selling spirits without a licence. In the same year

there were 14,000 detections in the Highlands for breaches

of the Excise laws. The Act of that year helped to

improve matters, assisted by the spread of education and

the influence of the clergy. But much was likewise due

to the increased activity and determination of the Excise,

and the enforcement of high penalties. The Justices had

been in the habit of imposing fines much below the mini-

mum authorised by law. At tlie time of the passing of

the new Act, however, the authorities resolutely de-

manded that the minimum of £20 should be imposed,

otherwise six months' imprisonment. The Justices de-

murred, and some of them talked of resigning. They
were not aware of the resources of the Department. In

a prosecution in Banffshire, when the Justices proved

obstinate, the Excise transferred the cases to the Court

of Exchequer, which subjected the offenders to penalties

varying from £100 to £500 a-piece. This seems to have

broken do'wn the opposition, and the enforcement of stiff

penalties by local Justices proved a deterrent to the

smugglers. In 1834 the number of detections had fallen

to 692.

The Church of Scotland at this time held almost un-

disputed sway in the Highlands, except for the Catholic

and Episcopalian sections of the population. There was
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very little dissent of any other kind; only a few small

congregations founded under special circumstances. The
Church was earnest in its work, both in the religious and
educational fields. The people out of their poverty con-

tributed freely to such objects as were brought before

them. For instance, tliere was a Northern Missionary

Society founded in 1800, which raised in twenty-two

years about £3000 for missionary purposes, and had by
no means at that date come to an end of its career. In

1823 a sum of £50,000 was granted by Government for

providing additional places of worship in the Highlands

and Islands. By the erection of churches and manses
this sum made provision for over forty additional mini-

sters, whose services were appreciated in the wide rural

parishes. In the matter of education the Gaelic-speaking

population was very backward. But tliere was constant

effort for improvement. In 1811 a Gaehc School Society

was established in Edinburgh; in 1818 a Society for the

education of tlie poor was formed at Inverness. In a

report which the latter Society issued in 1825, it is cal-

culated that in the Hebrides and other western parts of

Inverness and Koss, 70 persons in the hundred could not

read; in the mainland parts of the Northern Highlands,

40 in the hundred. According to the same report, there

was in the western district only one copy of the Bible for

every eight persons above the age of eight years, and in

other districts only one copy for three persons. In 1825

the General Assembly appointed a Committee for the

piupose of increasing the means of education and religious

instruction. Ftom this step great benefit accrued. The

Bible Societies also gave valuable assistance in providing

Gaelio Bibles.

There are several names that frequently occxir in the

aimals of the Highlands in the early part of the century.

The two Charles Grants, father and son, exercised in suc-

cession great influence as members of Parhament from

1802 until 1835. Other distinguished persons took a

leading part in the social life of the country, either as
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residents or occasional visitors. Tlie Northern Meeting

then, as now, was the culminating point of the Highland

season. Tlie famous Lady Jane, Duchess of Gordon, was

a prominent patron of this assembly, supported by her

son, the Marquis of Huntly, and by one or other of those

daughters who had made such brilhant marriages. The

Duchess dehghted to spend the autumn at Kinrara, enjoy-

ing a simple Arcadian life after the toils of London society.

Miss Elizabeth Grant of Rothiemru-chus, afterwards Mrs

Smith of Baltiboys, describes the unpretending accommo-

dation and the frank enjoyment of hostess and visitors.

" Half the London world of fashion, all the clever people

that could be hunted out from all parts, all the north

country, all the neighbourhood from far and near, with-

out regard to wealth or station, and all the kith and kin

of both Gordons and Maxwells, flocked to this encamp-

ment in the wilderness during the fine autumns to enjoy

the free life, the pure air, and the wit and fun the Duchess

bi ought with her to the mountains." Mrs Smith also says

that Lord Huntly was the life of social gatherings. " He
was young, gay, handsome, fond of his mother, and often

with her; and so general a favourite that all the people

seemed to wake up when he came amongst them." I'he

Duchess died in London in April 1812, and her remains

were brought North by her son, and interred in a

sequestered spot chosen by herself not far from Kinrara

House. The Marquis was the last of his line. He
married in 1813 Elizabeth Brodie, daughter of Brodie of

Amhall, but without issue. In 1827, on the death of

his father, he succeeded to the dukedom, and to an

encumbered property. Before his death in 1836 he had

to part with Lochaber and a portion of his Badenoch

estates. The late Dr Carruthers, in his Highland Note-

book, gives the following interesting reminiscences of the

closing days of the " gay and gallant Marquis " after he

had become Duke of Gordon :
—

" There certainly never was a better chairman of a festive
party. He could not make a set speech ; and on one acca-
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slon when Load Liyerpool asked him to move or second an
address at the opening of a session of Pai-iiaraent, he gaiiy
replied thait he would undertake to please all their lordships
if they adjoiu-ned to the City of, London Tavern, but he could
not undertake to do the same in the House of Lords. He
excelled in short, unpremeditated addresses, which were
always lively and to the point. We heard him once on an
occasion which would have been a melancholy one in any
other hands. He had been compelled' to sell the greater
pai-t of his property in the district of Badenoch, to lessen the
pressuire of his difficulties, and emancipate himself, in some
measuj'e, from legal trustees. The gentlemen of the district

resolved, before parting with their noble landlord, to invite
him to a public dinner in Kingussie. A piece of plate, or
some other mark of regard, would perhaps have been more
apropos, and less painful in its associations; but the dinner
was given and received. Champagne flowed like water; the
Highlanders were in the full costume of the mountains, and
great excitement prevailed. When the Duke stood up, his

tall, graceful form slightly stooping with age, and his gi ey
hairs shading his smooth, bald forehead, with a general's
broad riband across Ms breast, the thunders of applause wove
like a warring cataiact or mountain toi'rent in flood. Tears
sparkled in his eyes, and he broke out with a hasty acknow-
ledgment of the honours paid to him ; he alluded tO' the time
when he roamed their hills in youth, gathering recruits

among their mountains for the sei"vice of his country-—to the
strong attachment which his depai-ted mother entertained for

every cottage and family among them—and to his own
aiffection for the Highlands, which he said was as firm and
lasting as the Rock of Cairngorm, which he was still proud
to possess. The latter was a statement of fact : in the sale

of the property the Duke had stipulated' for retaining that
wild mountain range called the Cairngonn Rocks. The effect

of this short and feeling speech—^so powerful is the language
of nature and genuine emotion—was as strong as the most
finished oration could produce."

On tlie death of the nobleman who figures in this pathetic

scene, the entailed estates—still a splendid patrimony

—

went to the Duke of Richmond, the grandson of Duchess

Jane by her eldest daughter. The ancient title was

revived in 1876, and the present venerable peer holds the

honours of Duke of Richmond and Gordon.

There were other three great proprietors who occupied

a prominent place, and who experienced their share of

human troubles. The last Earl of Seaforth was a man of

marked ability, whose mental endowments triumphed over

the defects of deafness and imperfect speech. But he

lived during a lavish period, and he was, at least for a

time, a member of the extravagant circle which gathered
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round the Prince Regent. He was also involved in West

Indian plantations which proved unprofitable. So his

property became embarrassed, and part of it had to be

sold. His four sons predeceased him, the last two dying

in 1813 and 1814; and Lord Seaforth himself, broken in

heart, passed away in the beginning of 1815, leaving tlie

estates that remained to a widowed daughter. The Hon.

Archibald Fraser of Lovat, the last surviving son of the

famous Lord Simon, was a careful and attentive business

man, who managed his affairs with credit and success. He
was proud of his Highland descent, and assisted the Duke

of Montrose in getting rid of the law which pro-

hibited the wearing of the Highland dress. But in his

case also his sons, five in all, predeceased him. The

eldest son, the last of the family, represented the Ck)unty

of Inverness in Parliament from 1796 until 1802. By
his death the deed of entail came into operation which

secured the succession to the Strichen branch of the

family. The Hon. Archibald Fraser died in the same

year as Lord Seaforth, 1815, but at an interval of eleven

months. Tlae third of these conspicuous proprietors was

Macdonell of Glengarry, who succeeded to a fine inheri-

tance, and squandered it away. His ambition was to be

a Highland Chief of the olden time, so far as that could

be attained under modem conditions. G-lengarry moved

about with a body of retainers, which constituted his "tail.'

He was always eager for a leading place among his con-

temporaries. Though he possessed talent and many
kindly quahties, his overbearing temper led him repeat-

edly into difficulties, and his careless expenditure far

exceeded his income. The estates were deeply involved

before his death in 1828, and after his time they passed

from the family. Many other Highland families, who
were less prominent before the world, transmitted their

estates unimpaired to their successors.

To come to the town of Inverness. A public-spirited

Provost, William Inglis of KingsmiEs, died in 1801. He
was a merchant and banker, and is characterised by Mr
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James Suter as the most useful Magistrate the town ever

possessed till that date, "the foimder of its finest build-

ings, and some of its most valuable institutions, and for

thirty years the chief promoter of its improvements."

Among the most influential men who succeeded him were

Mr Gilzean, Mr Grant of Bught, and Dr Robertson of

Aultnaskiach. Mr Gilzean was a pluralist, being sheriff,

collector of customs, and distributor of stamps, and yet

able to hold office as Provost. He is said to have left a

fortune of from £50,000 to £60,000, which was a large sum
for those days, especially in a town like Inverness. Mr
Grant has been described as a " kindly man of dignified

manners,'' who promoted social intercourse, and was
personally popular. Dr Robertson seems to have been

the ablest and most public-spirited of the three, but as

time went on he became identified with the party which

resisted the demand for reform, and so lost some of his

popularity. A curious incident in the history of the

burgh was the suspension of its " set " or constitution,

which took place in 1818, and lasted for several years.

According to the constitution. Councillors and Magistrates

were to be residenters, " and actually trafficking merchants

or maltmen." Objection was taken that one Councillor

and two Bailies were neither trafficking merchants nor

maltmen. The Corporation pleaded usage, but rather

than incur the expense of appearing before the Court of

Session in Edinburgh, they allowed judgment to go

against them. Those who defended the practice which

had crept into existence contended that the objection was

an attempt to narrow the constitution of the burgh ; that

to confine the qualifications to the classes specifically

mentioned was a reti-ograde step. There was obvious

truth in this view, but doubtless there were personal feel-

ings at the bottom of the quarrel, and a desire to over-

throw what was regarded by the objectors as a local

autocracy. The Court of Session disapproved of the

application, though they felt bound to give effect to the

technical objection. The election of a member of P^hg.-
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ment for the Burghs was in the hands of the Town

Councils, which practically meant the Provosts, and the

selection really rested alternately with the Pro^vost of

Inverness and the Provost of Forres. It is not surprising

that these gentlemen were loth to relinquish a privilege

which conferred upon them both influence and patronage.

When Robert Grant, a younger son of Charles Grant, got

notice to quit from the representa,tion before the Reform

Act of 1832, it was generally believed that a question of

local patronage was as much the cause of his dismissal as

the divergence of his political views from those of the local

magnates of the day.

In the early part of the century the town consisted of

little more than the streets which now form its centre

—

High Street, Bridge Street, Church Street, Castle Street,

and New Street (or Academy Street), with a humble off-

shoot at East Gate. In Home's map of 1774 the west

side consists of a few blocks of building going as far down

as about the present Greig Street Bridge. There was

then a wide open space occupied chiefly by what is called

the Red Yard, and after that a few more houses about

the Green of Muirtown. An old channel of the river

—

but not the main channel—appears at the Abban. There

is a road shown running across the mouth of this channel

and down to Kessock, the only road to Kessock in those

days. Behind the road, marking the old channel, are the

words, " Stones called Bowbridge" ; and behind this again

an open space bearing the words on the map, " a salt

water lake called the Nabon." The land running part of

the way alongside consists of enclosures called Dalnabon,

and the road to Beauly is traced between Dalnabon and

high-water mark. The Centenarian says that in his boy-

hood, say about 1765, there were only fifteen "smokes"

and eight small windows, with the exception of Phopachy

House, between the Blue House and Kessock Ferry.

Improvement had set in before the end of the eighteenth

century, due in no small measure, as the writer of the

Old Statistical Account says, to the great influx of money
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from the East and West Indies, and to the establishment

of factories. Tlie Northern Meeting Rooms were erected

in 1790; the Royal Academy and the Jail and Court>

House in Bridge Street, in 1791. In 1796 the principal

streets were levelled and paved, and Clachnacudain—the

Stone of the Tnbs—was removed from the centre of High
Street to a place under the Cross. In 1798 the Chapel

of Ease, now the U.F. East Chvirch, was built. In 1800

the Castle Hill was enclosed by a waU; in 1803 the

Northern Infirmary was erected, and the same year the

lands of Merkinch were feued. In 1808 the Wooden
Bridge was erected, and next year an embankment was

formed between that point and Douglas Row. In 1812

the Head of Church Street was widened, and Geddes's

building was erected, apparently the fine block opposite

the Exchange. In 1813 the embankment of the town

lands at the Longman was completed, and in 1815 the

Thombush Pier was built and the Harbom- deepened.

These particulars are given in James Suter's Memora-

bilia.

The old stone bridge (destroyed by the flood of 1849)

was a fine feature in the town, described by Telford as

the handsomest old bridge in Great Britain. The remains

of the old Castle are shown in a picture of 1820, but they

disappeared dtu'ing the next few years, the stones probably

forming a quarry for other buildings. The Centenarian

says that the roads north and south of the bridge were

carried out under the direction of Provost Robertson,

who also widened the west end of Bridge Street at his own

expense, removing the tirmpike stairs in front and setting

back his property. The work appears to have been

carried out in the winter of 1816 and 1817, during a period

of severe distress in the town. A contemporary notice

says that " elegant and commodious roads have been

made on both banks of the river, and extensive footpaths

have been formed, which certainly add much to the

comfort and to the health of the inhabitants." Part of

these improvements was the Ladies' Walk on the river-
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bank, which derived its name from the fact that it was

made at the expense of some generoiis ladies. In the

winter of 1817 the walk was injured by a flood, and some

person or persons who had made a bet on the result of

the burgh Parliamentary election and won it, applied the

proceeds to the repair of the path. Telford Street was

built for the accommodation of engineers and superin-

tendents during the construction of the Canal. In 1818

a new line of road was constructed from this street to the

town. " The present entrance in that direction," we are

informed, " passes through all the filth of the Green of

Muirtown, which is by far the most disagreeable and

irregular access to the town ; the new entrance will pass

directly from ths line of elegant buildings in Telford

Street through the field on the north of tlie hovels on the

Green, by ^7ells's Foundry, to the fine embankment

lately built on the west side of the river." The land was

given free of charge by Mr Duff of Muirtown; and it is

stated that few persons had done more than this gentle-

man for the improvement of the neighbourhood. There

were, as has been said, factories in the town for tanning,

thread-making, bleaching, dyeing, and making cloth, but

they were not permanently successful. The fuel mostly

used was peat and wood; coal only by the well-to-do

classes. Mr Joseph Mitchell, who was born in 1803, and

passed his boyhood in the town, says that some of the

houses were of considerable size, with turnpikes and pepper

boxes outside ; but Petty Street, the Maggot, and the

west side of the river consisted mainly of huts. A stream

of water ran across Church Street from School Lane, and

was turned into a drain in 1818.

In the year 1800, Dr John Leyden passed through the

town of Inverness during the tour of which the Journal

has recently been published. He says that he " beheld

indeed verv little that is not to be seen in every town"

;

also that " it contains some elegant buildings, but no

regular streets or squares of neat houses." This negative

account shows at least that there was nothing to call forth
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i:he travellers' special animadversion. " Many of the

houses," he adds, "are of considerable antiquity, and have
the arms of some Highland chieitain sculptured on a large

slab inserted in the wall, from having been the town
houses of these chieftains in feudal times." Leydeu
climbed Craig-Phadrick, and continues—" Ihe finest view
of Inverness is from the eminence above Muirtown as you
iiscend Craig-Phadrick, one of the eminences of that ridge

wliich conceals the Fraser country, or Aird. Here the

-apparent regularity of the arrangement and elegance of

the structiu-es greatly exceeds reality." Ihe entry is

dated at Nairn, September 11th, and Leyden's apprecia-

tion may have been chilled by the mists which led him,

as iie says, to abandon his proposed journey to Ross-shire.

Dr MaccuUoch, whose Tour was pubhshed in 1824, and
who was not given to enthusiasm, is much more apprecia-

tive. He waxes eloquent in describing the beauty of

the situatioin, and calls Inverness itself " a clean town and

a good-looking town," adding that " it possesses the best

and the civilest and cheapest inns in Scotland." We may
fairly say that at the beginning of the nineteenth century

the town was not behind other county towns in Scotland,

-and had advantages over many of them, due to its position

-and siuri'oundings. Since then, in outward appearance

and in the character of its buildings, it has kept pace with

any community in the land. Indeed, it has been rebuilt

to such an extent that, in spite of its ancient history,

Inverness as it stands is essentially modern. It only

remains for its people to maintain the enterprise which

their fathers in their day exhibited, and thus to keep up

the march of improvement which so far has not failed.





THE NORTH
IN THE

NINETEENTH CENTURY

No. I.

^^^^^HE cbanges that have occurred
in the North of Scotland dur-
ing the century which has just
closed will be understood in

some detail by those who fol-

low the chronicle now begun.
It is our hope to be able to proceed with
the annals of the North, so as to form an
index to the principal events of the century
in tiie Highlands. This work cannot be com-
pleted without occasional breaks, but it will

be kept in view and carried out as circum-
stances permit. A bare index, though useful,

would be comparatively dull, and we therefore

give in most instances short paragraphs,
including some not important in themselves,

but interesting as illustrating the life or habits
of the period.

For the first six and a-half years of the
century, we have been obliged to fall back
on the late Mr James Suter's Memorabilia,
which ponsist of short notes of events of public

interest. From the 7th of August 1807, we
have the guidance of the "Inverness Journal,"

and shall follow its iiles until the foundation

of the "Courier" in 1817. Our file of the

"Journal" is not absolutely complete, but
some of the missing numbers have already

been placed at our disposal, and the other

few blanks may be filled. The publisher of

the "Journal," Mr John Young, printer and
bookseller, issued several works in Gaeho and
English, including a handsome edition of

Macpherson's Ossian. "Mr Young is said to

have conducted the 'Journal' himself for a

little t-vme, but early in its career the editorial

chair was taken by David Carey, a native of

Arbroath, who discharged the duties for nearly

five years. Carey was an author of consider-

able versatility and ability—a poet, novelist,
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and successful pamphleteer. Wliile in Inver-
ness lie published a volume of poems, printed
by Mr Young, 'Craig-Phadrick,' (fee. : Inver-
ness, 1810. This voliime is now chiefly
valuable for the notes to the piece Craig-
Phadrick, containing as they do much
information on the early history of Inverness.
In connection with the 'Journal,' it may be
mentioned that a younger son of Mr Young's,
Murdo Young, was long editor and latterly

proprietor of the 'London Sun' and 'True
Sun' newspapers." (From Bibliography by
the late John Noble in Scottish Notes and
Queries. April 1888.)

At the beginning of the century the means
of communication were exceedingly limited.

In 1804 smacks were established to run once
in three weeks between Inverness and Lon-
don. It was in 1806 that the first regular
coach began to run to Perth by the Highland
Road, but it seems for a time, though only for
a short time, to have been discontinued. The
Acts of Parliament for the construction of the
Caledonian Canal and the making of roads
and bridges were passed in 1803, and for years
afterwards work was plentiful throughout the
Highlands. It will be observed that emi-
gration was going on, apparently against the
wish of public men, if we may judge from the
expression of opinion given below. The sad
fate of a large party of emigrants from the
north coast is chronicled by the "Journal."

From James Suier's Memorabilia.

1800.—A keen contest took place for the repre-
sentation of the County between A. Forbes of

Culloden, S. Fraser, yr. of Lovat, and Charles
Grant, when Mr Grant was retm'ned, and
continued to be member until 1819, when his

son, the Right Hon. C. Grant, succeeded him.
Ibid.—Sunday Schools first established in the
town by Charles Grant.

Ibid.—Episcopal Chapel built. Expense, £700,
defrayed by subscriptions and a loan of £200.

Ibid.—^A fund of £675 raised by voluntary
subscriptions for relief of the poor.

Ibid.—The Castle Hill enclosed with a wall.

Ibid.—Northern Missionary Society begun. [1822.

This institution has collected at Inverness and
Tain, since its commencement, about £3000 of

voluntary contributions.]

1801.—^A large quantity of gunpowder exploded
in the centre of the town, by which seven

persons were killed and many others wounded-
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AlmoBt all the houses in the middle of the
town were injured and had their windows
shattered on this occasion.

Ibid.—The first public nursery garden in this

place formed, viz., the Telford Street one.
Ibid.—^In this ytar died William Inglis of Kings-

mills, merchant ajid banker, a native of the
town and Provost of the Burgh, the ablest

and most useful Magistrate it had ever pos-
sessed, the founder of its finest public buildings
and of some of its most valuable institutions,

and for 30 years the chief promoter of all its

improvements.
1802.—^Regular cattle markets commenced at the

Island.

1803.—^A chapel erected by the Seceder congrega-
tion. [In 1820 this was converted into a Koman
Catholic Chapel.]

Ibid.—Acts of Parliament passed for cutting the
Caledonian Canal, and for making roads and
building bridges in the Highlands of Scotland.

Ibid.—The lands of Merkinch first feued out for

building.

Ibid.—The Northern Infirmary opened for the
reception of patients. Expense of building,

£5000. Annual expenditure, about £700 a-

year. The whole defrayed by voluntary con-

tributions, chiefly parochial.

1804.—Smacks begin to ply successfully at fixed

days to and from London. At first the period
of succession was once in three weeks. [In 1814
it became one in ten days.] In 1770 vessels

arrived from London only once in four or five

weeks, and even these were very small ; and
at the same period the communication with
Leith was not more frequent. At present the
voyage to Leith is at least one in ten days.

Ibid.—Sasso Ferrato's valuable picture of the
Holy Family (bequeathed to the town by James
Clark, of Naples, a, native of Inverness) was
placed ifi. the hall of the Academy.

1805.—Theatre built. This buUding was the
speculation of a private individual.

Ibid.—Inverness-shire Farmer Society formed for

the improvement of agriculture. [There was
no meeting of this Society for many years
previous to the spring of 1821, when it was
revived.]

Ibid.—The interest of a sum of £1500, be-

queathed by Bailie Thomas Young, to be paid
yearly to the poor and placed under the manage-
ment of the Kirk Session.

Ibid.—First iron foundry commenced.
1806.—^First regular coach) to Perth by the High-
land road. Mr Suter adds—This coach was
soon discontinued, and the present useful estab-
lishment was then projected.
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Ibid.—Poor's Coal Fund begun. Collected chiefly

at the church doors. Mr Suter notes, that

from the time this fund weis started until the

time he wrote (1822) £680 had been paid into

it.

Ibid.—Buildings of Telford Street begun.
1807.—Gunpowder magazine bmlt at the Long-
man. Expense, £250, paid by the Burgh.

From the "Inverness Journal."

1807.

The dates at the beginning of each paragraph
are the dates of issue of the paper, not of the
events chronicled.

August 7, 1807.—On this date was issued the
first number of the "Inverness Journal." It

bears the imprint as publisher of John Young,
bookseller, Inverness, and the price was six-

pence per copy, by subscription £1 7s 6d per
annum. The paper was issued weekly on
Friday. It consists of a, well-printed sheet of

fom- pages, five columns to a page. The first

leading article begins by referring to the pro-
gress that had been made in recent years in

all the useful arts in the Northern Counties.

"The face of Nature has, by the exertions of

some discerning and spirited individuals,

happily assumed a different aspect, and new
channels of industrious occupation have been
opened for the surplus population of the
County." The writer trusts "it will be readily

admitted that the value of these blessings may
be enhanced and more fully appreciated by a
more extended knowledge of their nature and
effects ; and that few sources of general in-

formation are better calculated for the attain-

ment of this desirable object than a well-

conducted newspaper. Interested," the writer

continues, "in everything that relates to the

prosperity of a district of country to which we
lie under so many obligations, it shall be our
earnest desire to introduce into the Tnverness
Journal' every topic that may tend to its im-
provement and advantage." The number is

well advertised, chiefly with sales of timber
and farms to let. One of the news paragraphs
states that a bill has just been passed by the
Legislature authorising the distillers in Scot-

land hereafter to commence working on the

10th of November in each year, instead of the

first of October ; the date being more con-

venient than the other with respect to the
harvest, the providing of cattle, hiring of

servants, &c. A communication appears from
Sir George Mackenzie of Coul giving the results



1807] File of Inverness Journal. 5

of experiments with vaccination on members
of his own family. He expresses the conviction
that "cowpox, when properly managed, is a
perfect safeguard against the most loathsome
and pestilential disease to which the human
frame is subject."

August 14.—The Inverness-shire Farmer Society
met on 7th inst., when office-bearers were
elected, the Hon. A. Fraser of Lovat being
President, and Mr John Young, bookseller,
secretary. The Society met quarterly. The
subject set down for discussion at the November
meeting was "What is the best rotation of
crops for land that has been limed?"

August 21.—Majority of the eldest son of the
Marquis and Marchioness of Stafford celebrated
on 8th inst. A company of 60 dined at
Dornoch, Lord Reay in the chair. "Two com-
panies of the Sutherland Volunteers attended
and fired volleys after each of the leading toasts."
Other five compamies of the battalion were
entertained on the Links of Qolspie.. There
was another battalion, the companies of which
were entertained in Lord Reay's county and
in Assynt.

Ibid.
—"Died here, on the 9th curt., Mr Thomas

Hossack, officer of Excise. He was stationed
in this plaee for upwards of 30 years, a cir-

cumstance which affords the best proof of his
integrity as an officer and of his good conduct
as a member of society."

August 28.—Memoir of Colonel Patrick Macleod,
of the 78th, who fell commanding a detachment
stationed at El Hermet in Egypt to cover the
Siege of Rosetta. He was the second son of

Donald Macleod of Geanies, Sheriff-Depute of

the County of Ross. The memoir is continued
through several issues.

Ibid.
—"The Highland Society of London have

sent Mr Alexander Stewart, the editor of a
recent coUectiou of Gaelic poems, on a tour
through the Highlands for the purpose of

collecting such fragments as are still extant of

the poetry, music, and historical tales of the
ancient Caledonians. An inquiry into the
topography of the dominions of Fingal; of

the places of birth, residence, and interment
of the Invincible Chief, his warriors, and
bards ; of the scenes of their exploits ; together

with the remains of their buildings, tumuli,

Ac, form also a part of his mission."

September 17.—Thomas Gilzean elected Provost.

October 2.—Duncan Munro, on 26th inst., elected

Provost of Fortrose. "After the election Sir

Alexander Muuro, late Provost, oame forward

in the most handsome manner, and tendered

to the Magistrates and Council £50 sterling
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to assist ia defraying the expense of pipes lately

laid for supplying the inhabitants with water."

Ibid.—^At the Circuit Court, held on 29th ult.

,

several persons were tried for assaulting

Revenue officers, and were sentenced to im-

prisonment. The following case is also

recorded :
—"James Hogg and others, resi-

denters in Cromarty, were indicted for riotously

obstructing the funeral of a person who they

supposed had been guilty of suicide, and
assaulting the persons attending the funeral.

But his lordship, being of opinion that this

was a matter more proper to be taken cog-

nisance of by the Sheriff of the County than

for trial before the Circuit Court, he remitted

the case to the Sheriff of Ross and Cromarty,

with power to him to proceed therein."

October 9.—Foundation-stone laid of the bridge

across the river Conon, near Dingwall. The
ceremony was performed by Sir Hector Mac-
kenzie, attended by a number of the gentlemen

of the neighbourhood, and the Dingwall Vol-

unteers.

Ibid.—Sir Charles Ross of Balnagown elected

Provost of Tain. Sir John Sinclair of Ulbster

elected Provost of Wick.
Ibid.

—"On Tuesday, 29th ult., an animal resem-

bling a tiger cat found its way into a house in

Invermoriston, which being observed by a

woman of the house, who instantly gave the

alarm, he sprang towards her with the greatest

ferocity, at least sixteen feet, but was prevented

from doing her injury by three men who pur-

sued and killed him. A leather collar, with
an iron chain about eight inches long, was
found round his neck. It is supposed to be
the same animal which recently made his escape

from Brahan, and is said to have done con-

siderable mischief."

Ibid.—A Caithness correspondent writes as fol-

lows :

—"With so many incitements to industry

and the means of employment afforded by the

Caledonian Canal and other public works now
carrying on in the North of Scotland, it

might naturally be expected that the rage for

emigration among the Highlanders should be
repressed, if not altogether extinguished. Yet
it is to be regretted that within these few days
a ship was cleared out of the Custom-house of

Thurso for Pictou, in America, with a number
of families of these deluded people, consisting

of 130 persons in men, women, and children,

none of whom were under the necessity of

leaving their native country." The Editor

adds
—"Most criminal infatuation ! that can

thus lead men to migrate from their native

homes into a state of voluntary banishment.
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peril, and toil the most laborious, to a country
where they hav© not only to toil, but to make
the field, the half of which exertion and labour
would have made the country they thus abandon
pregnant with every blessing." (See below.)

Ibid.—The following obituary notices appear :
—

"Ked, at Nairn, on the 7th curt., Alexander
Hay, Esq., depute-lieutenant, and captain of

Volunteers in Nairnshire. His merit alone
raised him to the most respectable situation
in that county, and afforded him the exercise

of a mind truly benevolent. He is much and
will be long regretted. '—"Died, at Montego
Bay, Jamaica, on the 10th July, Thomas
Carnaby, there, son of William Oarnaby,
merchant in Forres ; beloved, respected, and
regretted by all who knew hun."

October 16 and 23.—Notices of the Northern
Meeting, which began on Monday, 12th isnst.,

and lasted for the week. It is noted that the
Duchess of Gordon was not present, and that
Lord Seaforth, who had been unwell, was not
sufficiently recovered to attend.

October 30.
—"A few days ago at a marriage in

Kirkhill, the mother of the bridegroom, who was
96 years old, was so elevated on the occasion
that she sang and danced, and entertained the
company with 80 years old stories, and would
have no other music than the Highland bag-
pipe, which she said was always the music that
Lord Lovat and the lairds of her day danced to

on similar occasions."

November 6.—Very heavy rains, causing floods,

and corn carried away. From the scarcity of

fodder and general failure of the turnip crop,
black cattle had become of little, value. "A
tolerable milk cow may be had for from three
to four pounds." A storm followed of great
severity.

November 13.—Heavy fall of snow and intense
frost. Harvest not all gathered in.

Ibid.—Proposal to obtain Roval Charter for the
Northern Association of (gentlemen Farmers
and Breeders of Sheep, to extend to the coun-
ties of Inverness, Ross, Sutherland, and Caith-

ness.

Ibid.—The Inverness Farmer Society, on previ-

ous Friday, held a ploughing match at Drakies.

Fifteen ploughs competed. "The first premium
was assigned to James Elhot, servant to Mr
Fraser-Tytler of Aldourie ; the second to

Murdoch Macgregor, servant to Mr Shaw at

Holm ; the third to John Macbean, servant

to Mr Mackintosh of Holm ; and the fourth to

(rordon Watson, also servant to Mr Fraser-

Tytler. It may be mentioned as worthy of

notice that the plough used by Murdoch Mac-
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gregor Tvns made by himself, though he never
was bred to the cart-wright business."

Ibid.
—

"Died, at the Manse of Dyke, on the 6th
curt., the Rev. John Dunbar, in the 71st year
of his age and 45th of his ministry."

November 20.—^Notice of the erection of a pier

at Broadford, Skye, through the spirited

exertions of Lord Macdonald.
Ibid.—"The large and beautiful basin of the

Caledonian Canal has for some time been
frozen over, and has afforded' a delightful field

of exercise and amusement to skaters."

Ibid.
—"The total number of roads now formed

and forming in the Highlands amount to forty,

containing nearly one thousand miles of

extent." Passages from the annual report of

the Commission of Roads andl Bridges appeared
in several iaiiues before this date.

December 25. —"The estat-e of Cradlehall, con-
sisting of Ejnety acres arable, fifty-seven acres

young planting, and nine acres pasture, which
was advertised for sale in this paper, at the
unset pri;.e of £4275 10s, has been purchased
by Charles Grant, Esq., M.P., for £7950. Its

commanding situation and other natural ad-

vantages render it capable of being made a most
delightful place of residence. This property
was originally a pendicle of the lands of Castle-

hill, which were purchased in the year 1788
for £9000; and it may not be deemed un-
woi-thy of remark that thw whole except two
lots, valued at £12,000, has been sold for the
sum of £44,000, so that this estate, without
having undergone any material improvement,
has been enhanced upwards of six times in 20
years."

Ibid.—^A correspondent at Thurso communicated
the following distressing intelligence:

—"We
have just received' the melancholy accounts of

the loss of the brig Rambler, of Leith, James
Norris, master, cleared out at this port, in
September last for Pictou with emigrants. They
left Stromness the 1st of October, and on the
29th of the same month were totally wrecked
near the Bay of Bulls, in Newfoundland. When
the ship left this port she had on board 130
pEissengers ; the crew consisted of 14 seamen,
besides the Captain and Surgeon. Of these,

the only survivors are three passengers, the
second mate, and four seamen ; so that, melan-
choly to relate, 138 persons have perished on
this unfortunate voyage."

Ibid.
—"The King has been pleased to present

the Rev. David Brichan, Doctor in Divinity,

to the Church of the united parishes of Dyke
and Moy, vacant by the death of Mr John
Dunbar, late minister there."
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No. II.

There are several items of interest in

connection with the year 1808. The first

incident recorded is the finding of a silver

chain at Torvean by the labourers engaged
at the construction of the Caledonian Canal.

The chain, it wiE be observed, was found in

the end of 1807, not in 1809 as generally

stated. Five such chains have been found
in Scotland, and none elsewhere. They are

all now in the Museum of the Society of

Antiquaries in Edinburgh. The Inverness
chain is the largest. The original description

quoted below says it weighed 104 ounces ; Dr
Joseph Anderson, the careful and accurate

curator of the Museum, gives its weight at

92J ounces. " Each link," he says, " is a solid

bar of silver, hammered round and bent
circularly tiU the ends come close together."

A second chain of the same kind has been
found at ParkhUl, in the parish of New
Machar, Aberdeenshire ; a third at White-
cleuch, in the parish of Crawfordjohn,
Lanarkshire ; a fourth at Hordwell, in Ber-

wickshire ; and the fifth at Haddington. On
two of the chains (Parkhill and Whiteoleuoh)

are symbols of the kind found on the

Sculptured Stones of Scotland. They belong,

apparently, to early Christian times. It is,

perhaps, worthy of note that the Inverness

chain was found "in the side of a large flat

cairn." The flat near Torvean was formerly

known as Kilvean, the hill and the plain thus

taking their name from some early saint.

The winter of 1807-8 was intensely severe.

Fodder became very scarce, and many black

cattle died. As late as April 29th "the

internal parts of the country" were com-

pletely covered with snow, and the Highland

road was blocked. An examination of the news-

paper files shows that the social condition of

Scotland was much worse than at present.

Cases of theft and robbery were more frequent,

and there were two murders at Tain. The
military spirit of the country, fostered by the

war with France, was very active. Battalions

of Militia and Volunteers met at stated times

for drill, and underwent careful inspection.
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Among the most active officers in the North
in connection with these local movements
were the Hon. Archibald Praser of Lovat,
Donald Macleod of Geanies, Sheriff-Depute of

Ross-shire, and Lieut.-Colonel Rose of Kil-

ravock.

It will be seen that the Town Council

of 1808 had among its members no
fewer than four ex-Provosts—an unusual dis-

tinction, we imagine, even in the period of

close burgh corporations. The congregation

of the Nairn Parish Church had a narrow
escape from serious disaster owing to the

unsafe condition of the building, which must
have formed a striking contrast to the present

handsoone edifice. In those days the Northern
Meeting was held at a somewhat later date

than now, and in October 1808, the Marquis

of Huntly, who was a prominent member, rode

all the way from Aberdeen tO' Inverness in

less than seven hours. Readers will see what
assistance was given to the Royal Academy
and the Infirmary by Mr Lachlan Mackintosh
of Raigmore, who collected no less than
£2811 7s in India for the benefit of these

institutions.

Several meetings were held during 1808 to

protest against a biU proposing to allow malt
to be made from sugar. This, it was feared,

would greatly affect the price of barley.

We referred last week to the smacks that

plied between Inverness and Leith and Inver-

ness and London. Hugh Miller describes one
of the Leith and London smacks as a vessel
" with a huge single mast, massive and tall as

that of a frigate, and a mainsail of a quarter

of an acre." It may be remembered that in

1826 Hugh spent seven days in a voyage north

from Leith to Cromarty. He describes them
as " days of thick, foggy mornings, clear,

moonlight nights, and almost unbroken
calms."

From the "Inverness Journal."

1808.

January 1.
—"Some labourers, while digging in

the eastern corner of Torvean,, on the hne
of the Caledonian Canal, lately discovered a
massy silver chain, in the sidte of a large, flat

cairn, about 2 feet below the surface. The
chain consists of 33 circular links, formed of
- perfectly cylindrical body, half-an-inch thick,
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neatly joined without solder. They are linked
in pairs, each of which is about 2 inches in
diameter, except those at the extremities, which
are 2^ inches. A link at one of the ends has,
since the discovery of the chain, been taken
away ; but as the remaining one is of the same
dimensions with those at the other end, we
may conclude that the chain was then entire.

Its whole length is 18 inches, weighing about
104 ounces." There were two detached frag-
ments which formed part of a flat and very
massy ring, which had been broken after it

was found ; but from its fonn, and the appear-
ance of wearing on the outside, it had evidently
moved' on some bolt. It was neatly channelled
round, leaving a prominent astragal on every
side. "Both tlie chain and ring are of excellent
workmanship ; and whether we attend to the
uniform thickness and polish of the links, the
ingenuity with which they are joined, or the
perfect symmetry of the whole, we cannot but
pronounce it to have been the work of an
artist of no inconsiderable skill." The Editor
adds that it was hinted that other articles had
been foimd, according to report a ball and bar
also of silver; but the labourers kept the
matter a profound secret, as steps had been
taken to compel the owner of the chain to

deliver it up to the Crown. The chain is now
in the Antiquarian Museum in Edinburgh.

Ibid.—It is recorded that 57 men out of 534 men
were ballotted to serve in the Militia for the
town and parish of Inverness.

January 8.—Proposal to establish a corn market
in Inverness.

January 15.—^Advertisement of a woollen factory
formed at Inverness, under the firm of Mac-
kenzie, Gordon, & Co. It had already manu-
factured broadcloth and other fabrics.

Ibid.—Foreign vessel wrecked at Rue Rhea,
Gairloch, and 4 out of a. crew of 8 drowned.
The vessel was laden with oil and oranges,

and was supposed to have been driven round
from the West of Ireland.

January 22.—It is noted that at a meeting of

the Highland Society in Edinburgh, the
Duchess of Gordon was elected a member
without the ordinary form of ballot. " The
Society adopted this mode of election as on
former occasions, being a mark of its approba-
tion of ladies of high rank coming forwardi in

support of the institution."

Ibid.—^The estate of Rosehall, in Sutherland,
having being lately purchased by Lord
Ashburton, his lordship was planning making
exteinsive improvements, such as laying out
waste ground for plantations. He was also
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about to erect a chapel in lieu of a ruinous

old kirk, for the accommodation of the poor

inhabitants residing in that distant part of the

parish of Creich.

Ibid.—The following paragraph appears from a

correspondent in the Long Island :

—"The ship

Hamilton, of Greenock, Captain Gilchrist, is

arrived at Lochmaddy, in North TJist, in 25

days from Halifax, which place she left on
30th November. The Hamilton is bound for

Greenock with a valuable cargo of prize goods,

consisting of coffee, tea, and sugar ; she carried

dispatches for Government from Admiral
Berkeley and General Hunter at Halifax, which
were immediately landed at the Post-OfEce,

with several hundred private letters, and
forwarded by the Uist packet."

January 29.—^Died, at Bengal, on Sunday, the

20th July 1807, Alex. Gray, Esq., M.D.,
Surgeon on the Bengal Establishment. "From
his first entrance into the Company's service,

Dr Gray was remarked for his faithful and
assiduous discharge of his duties. He died

possessed of large property, chiefly vested in

Government security. The principal part of

his fortune, amounting to 3 lacs of rupees,

is after, the payment of five legacies devised

for building a church and endowing an hospital

at Elgin."
February 8.—The lands of Dalcrombie and

Letterchullin purchased by Sir William Eraser
of Ledclune for about nine thousand guineas.

February 12.—Another notice of the loss of the

emigrant vessel, the Pampler of Leith, reported

in a previous issue. It was believed that many
of the emigrants were from the parishes of

Farr, Lairg, Creich, and Rogart, in Sutherland.
The writer adds—" The diminution of the
inhabitants of our island is at Eill times a
subject of regret, and the annals of our country
cannot point out a period when the emigi-ation

of our brave Highlanders would have been
more regretted than the present, when recruits

for our standing army and Militia are so hard
to be found. From 30 to 40 guineas is, we
understand', the common bounty paid to

substitutes in this and in most of the counties
of the Kingdom." In a subsequent issue it is

stated that the emigrants were not from
Sutherland but from Caithness. " No person
from Sutherland emigrated to North America
for the last two years, excepting about two or
three families from tihe Reay district, who
wantonly left the county and safely arrived
in the western hemisphere." The largest

amount given in Sutherland for a substitute

was stated to be £20.
Fold.—The Inverness Farmer Society set on foot
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a subscription for the purchase of a stallion

to improve the breed of horses.

Ibid.—^Heavy snow-storm; 3 women perished,
one near Beauly, one in Strathdearn, and one
in the neighbourhood of Ullapool.

Ibid.—Died, at Pittsburgh, 20th November 1807,

Alexander Addison, " one of the most eminent
counsellors at the western bar." He was son-
in-law to the Rev. Mr Grant, of Elgin.

February 19.—Editorial note
—

" Owing to the late

very heavy fall of snow, which we understand
is to the depth of 5 feetl in many parts of the
road between Edinburgh and London, we have
had no mails from the latter place for these 3
days past, nor have any arrived at Edinbiu'gh

;

a circumstance almost unprecedented, and which
has considerably lessened the sum of our intelli-

gence in an unusual degree."

February 26.—^A prisoner sentenced to transporta-

tion for forgery nearly effected his escape from
Inverness jail by making a hole in the back
wall of the prison. The fall of rubbish excited

attention, and prevented the escape.

March 4.—A woman, named' Catherine Munro,
murdered in her house at Tain. A reward of

10 guineas was offered by the Magistrates of

Tain for the arrest of the supposed murderer,
a cartwright named Macgregor. [This proved
to be a libel on poor Macgregor.]

Ibid.—^Kenneth Macrae, late of the 76th Regi-

men, appointed Deputy Paymaster-General to

the Island of Jamaica andi the Leeward Islands.

He had served 30 years in the army, 25 of

them in India, and " though only a lieutenant-

colonel," commanded a brigade at the Siege of

Bhurtpore. On two occasions he commanded
storming parties, for which he received the

thanks of Lord Lake.
Ibid.—The following note may be quoted :

—
" Through the multiplicity of other matters,

we have hitherto overlooked giving an idea of

a rural feast provided on the last of the holidays,

old style. Cattle fetching little or no price, and
fodder very dear in the extreme, it occurred

to the proprietor of Beaufort that it would not

be amiss to draw back his countrymen to the

habit of eating some flesh with their food, and
washing it down, in the convivial hour, with
Lune Laiter, strong ale, instead of ardent

spirits. He had a fat bullock roasted on a

wooden windlass for a spit, and gave his tenants

Inverness strong ale to wash it down. The
roast took 18 hours in preparing, and nearly

500 persons of all ages and both sexes partook
of this substantial feast. The bagpipe and the

fiddle organised the happy scene, and they
parted in good humour, and several matches
for life took place in consequence."
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March 11.—The Highland road, wbich was during
the winter completely blocked up by snow, is

now open to travellers. [There was a. time of

sharp frost after this without snow, and then
another snow-stonn.]

Ibid.—^Advertisement of the first carrier going
beyond Dingwall. His name was Donald Ross,
and he was to proceed as far as Tain.

March 18.—The road from Golspie to the Ord
Hill and County of Caithness begun.

Ibid.—In the House of Commons, Mr Charles
Grant brought in a bill for commuting the
statute labour in Inverness-shire.

Ibid.—Died, at Lossiemouth, on Friday, the lltU
curt. , at the advanced age of 89, Lady Gordon,
relict of Sir Robert Gordon of Gordonstoun.

March 25.—The oartwright, John Macgregor,
who was supposed to have murdered Catherine
Munro at Tain, was himself found murdered
in a wood'. It seems that he was known to
possess some money, and was watched and
murdered while out of town. "After this the
perpetrators proceeded to his house in Tain,
which they plundered of his money, &c. , and
it would appear that while in the act of so

doing they were discovered by Catherine Munro,
who lived under the same roof with Macgi-egor,

and whom it is supposed the wretches also

dispatched by strangling to escape detection."

Two persons residing in the Hill of Tain were
arrested on suspicion for the double murder.

April 29.—It is noted that there is great distress

throughout the Highlands and Morayshire on
account of want of fodder for cattle, due to

the uncommon severity and length of the past
winter. Black cattle and sheep were dying by
hundreds. A Morayshire correspondent st-ates

that no less than 47 carcases of cattle which
had been thrown into the Spey were carried

down at one time. " Nor," adds the Editor,
" is there any prospect of immediate relief,

the internal parts of the country being com-
pletely covered with snow." The Circuit Court
was held the same week at Inverness, ajid the
Judges had to go home by Aberdeen, as the

Highland road was blocked with snow.
May 6.—Mr Cockburn of Kincorth drowned in

the River Findhom by attempting to cross too

near the quicksands. His companion and
neighbour, Mr Bezeck, was saved with diffi-

culty. " Mr Bezeck was fortunately enabled

to keep his head above water, and in this

situation, endeavouring to support his friend

in his arms, he remained for about two hours,

when some fishermen, who heard his cries, came
to his relief. Every means used to restore Mr
Cockburn to life proved ineffectual, and he was
interred at Nairn on Simday afternoon."
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Ibid.—Died, at Fort-George, on Wednesday last,

the Hon. James Stuart, Lieutenant-Govemor of
that place.

May 20.—^William Freemantle elected' M.P. for
the Northern Burghs in room of Major-General
Mackenzie, who had become member for

Sutherland.
Ibid.—Continued reports of the losses caused by

the severity of the winter. It was reported
from Latheron, in Caithness, that no less than
184 black cattle, besides horses, had died of

want. This, however, could not be ascribed
altogether to the severity of the season, " but
chiefly to the ruinous practice of over-stocking,
which has too long prevailed among Highland
farmers.

"

May 27.—^Advertisement asking for vouchers
from creditors " of the decea-sed Lewis Cuthbert,
Esq. of Castlehill, in the County of Inverness,
some time merchant in Jamaica^, and all and
sundry persons whatsoever having claims
against the said estate of Castlehill or proceeds
thereof.

"

June 3.—Meeting in Edinburgh to concert
measures of relief for distress in the North.
Vessels had sailed from Leith and Berwick
under convoy for Kirkwall, laden with pro-
visions and meal. "It is greatly to the honour
of the Magistrates of Inverness and the heritors
of the County that from their attention to the
wants of the public, the inhabitants have
hitherto been abundantly supplied ; we also
learn with satisfaction that along the West
Coast the effects of scarcity have not been much
felt, it being chiefly confined to the counties
of Sutherland and Caithness."

Ibid.—Died, on Thursday se'cnight, in the 76th
year of his age. Colonel James Eraser of
Belladrum ; muoh and greatly regretted.

June 10.—^At the examination of the Inverness
Academy a Gaelic oration was recited "which
to the admirers of Celtic literature afforded
peculiar pleasure."

Ibid.—Among the bills to which the Royal assent
was given on Friday, the 27th ult. , was "An
Act for building a bridge over the River Ness,
at Inverness, widening certain streets, improv-
ing the present harbour, extending the Royalty,
supplying the inhabitants with water, regulat-

ing the police, and lighting the streets of the
said burgh."

Ibid.—The Northern Association of gentlemen
farmers and breeders of sheep, met at Beauly
on the previous Friday, and appointed
office-bearers, Hon. A. Eraser of Lovat being
President, and the Vice-Presidents Sir Charles
Ross of Balnagown and Donald Macleod of
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Geanies. Premiums were given for bulls for

improving the breed of black cattle. Sheep
markets were held at this period at Beauly
and Fort-William.

June 17.—^Notice of a successful Milch Cow
Market, held for the first time by the Inverness

Farmer Society.

July 8.—Great distress on the West Coast of the

counties of Inverness and Ross from the want
of provisions. It would appear from this that

the information given in a previous paragraph
was imperfect.

August 26 and September 2.—Two versions of a

curious story of a man who walked out of the
prison of Dingwall, but afterwards surrendered.

The prisoner had been a schoolmaster at Contin,

and was accused' of housebreaking and theft.

At the Circuit Court in September he was
sentenced to 14 years' transportation.

September 9.—The fifth aimiversary of the
Badenoch and Strathspey Farming Society was
held at Pitmain and Kingussie on the 1st. A
dinner party, presided over by the Marquis of
Huntly, was followed by a ball. Among the
ladies present were the Duchess of Manchester
and her daughter. Lady Jean Montague ; Mrs
and Miss Grant of Arndilly and Mrs Macpher-
son of Belleville.

Ibid.—The Nairnshire Volunteers, through Capt.
Davidson of Cantray, presented Lieut. -Colonel
Rose, their commandant, with an elegant
sword, value 40 guineas.

Ibid.—^A wherry from North Uist, with four n tn
and cattle, wrecked a short time previously on
the island of Heiskar. Three of the men -v^re

drowned, and all the cattle except one. .A

cow survived three days, and the fourth man
kept himself alive by sucking her blood. <^n

the cow dying, the man supported himself on
the animal's tongue till he was rescued on
the fifth day.

Ibid.—Died, on Monday last, universally re-

gretted, Mr Ebenezer Young, teacher of Latin
in the Inverness Academy.

September 16.—The new bridge over the Ness at

the Merkinch was now completed. This was
long known to us as the Black Bridge.

September 23.—Election of Convener and Deacons
of the Incorporated Trades. The following
were chosen—^Thomas Fraser, Convener of

Trades and Deacon of the Wrights ; George
Phenick, Weavers ; Donald Macdonald, shoe-

makers ; Donald Macbean, Taylors ; Donald
Mactavish, Hammermen.

Ibid.—Yesterday was married at the Episcopal
Chapel here the Rev. Dr Griffith, Master of

University College, Oxford, to Miss Ironside,



1808] File of Inverness Journal. 17

daughter of the late Eev. William Ironside,
and sister to Mrs Grant of Rothiemurchus.

Ibid.—Died, in the province of Guzerat, on the
13th of October 1807, Ldent. Simon Fraser
Bobertson, of the 8th Regiment of Bombay-
Native Infantry, third son of Arthur Robert-
son, Esq. of Inches.

Ibid.
—"Died, at Littletoun of Ardersier, on

Monday last, in the 95th year of his age,

Andrevr Allan, farmer, a truly worthy and
honest man, of a cheerful and contented mind,
remarkable for his regularity and early rising

;

and until a few days before his death was never
known to be confined to bed by sickness or by
any other cause whatever."

September 50.—Thomas GUzean re-elected Pro-
vost of Inverness. The Council included* four
former Provosts—Phineas Mackintosh, John
Mackintosh, Alexander Mackintosh, and James
Grant. Sir Archibald Dunbar of Northfield
was elected Provost of Nairn, and a number of

county gentlemen in Nairn and Morayshire
were on the Council.

Ibid.—^Rejoicings at Portree to celebrate the
defeat of Marshal Junot at Vimiera. Great
guns were fii-ed, tables " with excellent liquor

"

placed on the terrace by orders of Lord Mac-
donald, and the vessels in the harbour, to the
number of nearly 60, hoisted their flags. In
the evening the town was illuminated.

October 7.—The congregation in the Parish
Church of Nairn on the previous Sunday were
alarmed by a loud crash, which seemed to
portend the fall of the building. "It is im-
possible to convey an idea of the scene of

terror and confusion that instantly ensued.
The access to the fishers' loft, which is by one
door only, wa« immediately choked by people
in their endeavour to escape from the threatened'
calamity, which induced several persons in the
front of the loft to tl:row themselves down to
the ground pews in hopes of getting out with
greater expedition. The consternation was
further agitated by the hearing of a second
crash. Those next the windows broke immedi-
ately through them, and nothing was heard
but the most piercing shrieks, mixed with the
groans of numbers who were trodden down and
were suffering under weight of pressure of the
crowd." No lives were lost, but many were
severely injured.

Ibid.—Splendid ball and supper given at Fort-
Greorge on 23rd September by the 74th or
Assaye Highland Regiment to celebrate the
anniversary of the battle of Assaye.

October 14.—Report of Northern Meeting and
Hunt, with which the meeting was then associ-

3
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ated. The Duchess of Gordon and the Duchess
of Manchester were present. " On the days
appointed for enjoying the sports of the field,

the hounds were well attended and had excellent

sport. The dinners and balls were also well

attended, particularly on Friday, when the

convivial powers and marked attention of Lord
Huntly were unremittingly and most Success-

fully exerted to increase the pleasure of the

company ; exertions the more extraordinary as

the Marquis had in the beginning of the week
attended the Shooting Club at Aberdeen, and
rode on Friday morning from thence to Inver-

ness, a distance of about 105 miles, in less than
7 hours, having 8 relays of horses on the road.

Lord Seaforth, with tis usual politeness and
atter.tion, presented the company with a brace
of excellent fat bucks."

Ibid.—Advertisement of 99 years' leases to be
granted in Plockton, Lochalsh, lately erected
into a. burgh of barony.

October 21.—Advertisement of Sir William
Gumming Gordon, Bart., inviting fis'iermen to

settle and form a village at Cummingstown,
one mile east of Burghead.

Ibid.—Death of Alexander Macrae, Kintail,
alleged to be the oldest man in Scotland. Age
put at 120 years.

November 18.
—

" Sir Saniuel Hood and his lady
passed through this place on Friday last from
Brahan Castle, on their way to London. The
Magistrates of Inverness, desirous of testifying

their respect for the deservedly celebrated
character of this gallant officer, waited on the
Admiral, and presented him with the freedom
of the town."

Ibid.—^Account of the opening of the Bridge of

Dunkeld on November 7th. The foundation-
stone was laid in June 1805.

Ibid.—Died, at Kingussie, on Sunday, 6th inst.,

Mrs Margaret Macpherson, wife of Colonel
Duncan Macpherson. " Few characters ever
possessed more dignified simplicity of manners,
united with pure affections and religious

sentiments." She was a daughter of Cluny of

the '45, and the paragraph speaks highly of the
cheerfulness and even tempered spirit which
endeared her to >• wide circle.

Ibid.—The number contains an account of the
meeting of the Directors of the Royal Academy
and Managers of the Royal Infirmary. Provost
Gilzean presided, and Mr Grant, the late

Provost, laid before the meeting a letter from
Mr Lachlan Mackintosh of Raigmore, lately of

Calcutta, with a list of subscriptions which he
had procured in India for the more liberal

support of the Academy and Infirmary. The
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total amount came to £2811 7s. Raigmore
himself was the lai'gest subscriber, £150, and
the next was General Macdonald, £125.

November 25.—Died, on the 22nd ult. , at Rusley
Lodge, Surrey, James Grant, Esq. of Redcastle,
in Ross-shire.

December 16.
—"Died here on the 27th ult., in

the 71st year of his age, Mr James Alves, a
portrait painter of eminence, and brother of

the late Doctor Alves. His life was singularly
good, recluse, and inoffensive, and his death
much regi'etted. He went abroad when young
to improve himself in the fine arts, and studied
eight years in Paris, and other eight years in
Rome."

December 30.—The Highland Society of London
suggest the establishment of a branch in the
Highland Capital. They also urge the estab-
lishment of a Chair of Celtic Literature in one
of the Scottish Universities, and the giving of

encouragement to the teaching of Gaelic in

schools. They further suggest the establish-

ment of a National Academy of Pipe Music,
and propose the name of Lieut. M'Oi'ummen
[so the name is spelt] as Professor. They think
the Government should do something, as pipe
music was necessary for the Highland regi-

ments. "It is in the power of his Royal
Highness the Commander-in-Chief to comply
with the wishes of the Society, by promoting
Lieut. M'Crummen from half-pay to a higher
and permanent rank in the garrison of Fort-
Augustus or of Fort-William, which to him
would be equivalent to ai salary, on being made
Professor of the establishment. Mr M'Crum-
men is the last of the celebrated race of pipers

of that name ; he is skilled in the theory and
practice of the ancient pipe music, and is now
in the vale of years."
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No. III.

The present instalment is specially interest-

ing from the authentic account it supplies of the

melancholy accident which occurred on the
Meikle Ferry, in the Dornoch Firth, on Wed-
nesday, 16th August 1809, when about 100

persons lost their lives. The disaster occurred

while the boat was crossing from the coast of

Sutherland to the Ross-shire coast, carrying

passengers for a market to be held in Tain.

The boat was greatly over-crowded, and sank
in the middle of the Ferry. An account of

the accident appears in the Reminiscences of

the late Rev. Mr Sage, of Resolis, which were
published under the name of Memorabilia
Domestica. This version, when compared
with contemporary accounts, shows how mis-

takes will arise when even well-informed

persons write from memory. Mr Sage says

the calamity occurred as the people were
retiu'ning home from Tain, and in the dark-

ness of the night : the contemporary accounts
explicitly state that it happened as the people

were on their way to Tain, and there is no
mention of darkness : in fact the accident

must have occurred some time in the forenoon.

Mr Sage says that 70 persons were drowned

:

the Committee who investigated the circum-

stances, in their final statement, gave the

exact number as 99. We may quote INIr Sage's

account, which is interesting in itself, and
transmits a remarkable tradition as to the

Sheriff's body. At the time of the disaster,

Mr Sage was conducting a school at Bower,
in Caithness, preparatory to attending his

divinity classes at Aberdeen. The following

is the passage Ln his Reminiscences :
—

" On a market day at Tain, the worthy Sheriff

(Mr MaoOuUoch) left his own house at Dornoch in

the morning, and crossed the Ferry to Tain, in-

tendiag to return home in the evening. When
he came to the Meikle Ferrv, late in the day, the

shore was crowded with people returning home
from the market. On his arrival they all made
way for him, and he was quickly seated at the

stern of the wherry ; but afterwards the multitude

pressed into the ferry-boat—the more earnestly

as they would thus have the privilege of crossing

in the same boat with the Sheriff. Apprehensive

of the issue, Mr MacCulIoch turned away at least
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two score of them from the boat. There still

remained) on boaa'd, however, too many for safety.

It was a dead calm, and the when'y was pushed
off from land. But when it had nearly reached
the middle of hb.% Ferry, and the deepest part of
it, the boat gave a sud&en jerk, the water rushed
in, and, with the exception of two or three who
escaped by swimming, the whole of those on
board sank to the bottom and perished ; about
70 persons were thus drowned. This fearful event
took place in the darkness of the night in the year
1809 and created a deep sensation aU over the coun-
try. The Sheriff's boay was among the last that was
found. The particular spot where it lay 'under
the flood' was discovered in a dream. A fellow-
Christian and an acquaintance, deeply affected by
his death, dreamed of his departed friend. In
the dream the Sheriff appeared, spoke of his
sudden call to the other world, and told him
where his earthly remains lay, adding that,
whilst the fish of the sea were pei-mitted to
majigle at pleasure the bodies of his fellow-
sufferers, they were restrained from putting a
tooth upon his, which would be found entire.

The dream was realised in every particular. The
Sheriff's wife and daughter long survived him,
and they, together with the rest of the surviving
relatives of the victims of the catastrophe, were
ample sharers of a fundi set on foot for their
support, and called the "Meikle Ferry Fund."
Captain Robert Sutherland, Dr Bethune's son-in-
law, was one of the leading members of this

charitable association."

From the '^Inverness Journal."

1809.

January 6.—Intense frost. It is noted that "the
large and beautiful basin of the Canal," then
new, was frozen over, and that people were
skating upon it. The wiiter adds—"The
water in this capacious reservoir does not
proceed from Lcych-Ness, but is a collection of

rain water and springs from the land."

January 20.—Short paper by Sir John Sinclair

on the culture of carrots on peaty soils.

January 27.—Frost so intense tliat the River
Ness was frozen for several yards from the

side ; Loch-Dochfour also partially frozen

;

Loch-Beauly a continuous sheet of ice.

February 17.—Road to Glenelg from the Nort'i

side oif Inverness contracted for as far as Enoch
(Aonach). This road, in the scale of improve-

ments throughout the Highlands, was reckoned

next to the Caledonian Canal. So far as the

point above mentioned it was constructed
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" under the Inverness-shire assessment for

roads and bridges," but beyond that point it

had to oe undertaken by means of private

subscriptions. A list of subscriptions is given,

which includes Lord llacdonald, £1000 ; Lord
Seaforth, £500; Macleod of Macleod, £400;
Hugh Innes of Lochalsh, £300; Sir James
Grant of Grant, £200 ; James Murrav Grant
of Glenmoriston, £200; R. G. Macdonald of

Glanranald, £200; Charles Grant, M.P., £100;
and Alexander Howe of Harris, £100. There
are many smaller subscriptions.

February 24.—^A letter from Arisaig reports a

shock of earthquake distinctly felt along the
West Coast.

March 3.—^Boat from Balintrad, Ross-shire,

loaded with peat, overset by a squall, and 5

persons drowned.
March 31.—The following notice appears in the

obituary:—^" Died, in London, on the 26th
January last, Gilbert Gollan, Esq., a distin-

gidshed native of this place. He was much
admired for a clear head, a warm heart, friend-

ship equally steady and active, and for general

information. These qualities in him were
aecompamed by the domestic virtues and
universal benevolence in, an unusual degree."

April 7.—Inyerness Diligence besjan running on
the 4th. The Diligence left Edinburgh at 7

o'clock on Monday morning, and arrived at

Inverness at 4 o'clock on Tuesday afternoon.

April 21.—Frost and snow for 8 days.

April 28.—^A man and woman from Tain were
charged at the Aberdeen Circuit Court with
the murder of 2 persons in that town. (See

notes in previous chapter.) The charge was
found not proven.—Four men and a boy
drowned in the Pentland Firth, through the

upsetting of a boat.

May 12.—A fishing-boat upset off Nairn Harbour
arid 8 men drowned ; all married. Widows and
children numbered 33. A fund was afterwards

raised for their relief.

June 2.—New line of rnad from Inverness to

Freebum inspected by Mr Telford, the Sheriff

of the County, and five of a Committee. Found
that the contractors had executed the work " in

a sufficient and highly satisfactory manner."

At a County Meeting it was resolved to apply

for a, grant for the erection of a stone bridge

over the Beauly.

June 9.—Report of annual examination of Inver-

ness Royal Academy. "In the evening the

young gentlemen attending the Academy gave

an elegant ball in the Northern Meeting Rooms.
The display of innocent gaiety and the attrac-

tions of the youthful group, which consisted
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of nearly 300, were extremely interesting ; but
too few parents came to witness the blame-
less mirth and! endearing graces of their

offspring ; a scene of all others the most grati-

fying to parental affection." Same date, Rev.
Andrew Bonniman, A.M., appointed rector of

the Fortrose Academy.
June 16.

—
" The Northern Association of Gentle-

men Farmers, Breeders of Sheep, met at

Beauly on the 9th inst., being the Sheep and
Wool Market Day." The office-bearers chosen
for the year were—the Hon. Colonel A. Fraser
of Lovat, president ; Sir Charles Ross and
Donald Macleod of Geanies, vice-presidents

;

Sir George S. Mackenzie, secretary ; and Mr
James Mitchell, treasurer. Premiums were
awarded for tups. Considerable business done
in sheep, but little in wool, as Government was
can-ying on negotiations with Ammca, the issue

of which was uncertain. About 50 gentlemen
dined together.

Ibid.—^A Milch Cow Market, established by the
Inverness-shu'e Farmer Society, was held at a

place called "the Island." Query—Was this a
name for the Capel Inch? It is diiticult to see

how a cattle market could be held at or near

the Islands above the town.
June 23.

—
" On Monday, the first regiment of

Invemess-shire Local Militia, commanded by
the Hon. Colonel A. Fraser of Lovat, marched
into the place where they are to remain on
permanent duty for 28 days. From the unre-

mitting attention of the Commandant and
officers in training this regiment, joined to

the characteristic qualities of the individuals

who compose it, there is little doubt but that

they will form one of the most respectable

corps in his Majesty's service ; and it has been
remarked by military gentlemen that a finer

body of men has not appeared in this place

since the Ayrshire Militia were stationed among
us."

Ibid.—-"On Saturday last, as the feny-boat at

Beauly was crossing with an immense number
of people who had been attending Sacrament
at Kirkhill, it sank in a considerable depth of

water, but happily near the shore ; and
although all on board were completely ducked,

and many persons' more or less hurt, yet we are

glad to understand that no lives were lost.

"

Ibid.—Died, on the 15th curt., the Rev. Henry
Clark, minister of the Associate Congregation

at Boghole (Moyness).

June 30.
—

" The following is a remarkaible

instance of the celerity with which a person

may now travel in the Highlands. Mr Gordon
of Carrol, a few days ago, left Edinburgh, per
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the Inverness Coach, and reached his house in

Sutherland, a distance of 215 miles, in forty-

seven houi'S and a,-half. " The same issue an-

nounces that a Diligence has commenced to i-un

from Inverness to Tain by Beauly and Ding-
wall.

July ill.—Term for Local Militia expired. It is

noted that the Magistrates conferred on the

officers the freedom of the town.

July 28.—Mr Campbell, teacher in the Inverness
Academy, announces that he is to open a class

for instiuction in Gaelic.

Ibid.—Report of rejoicings on David Davidson of

Cantray attaining his majority. Colonel Rose
of ICilravock presided. " A fatted ox was
served up whole, and such was the attention

bestowed in preparing it that the lovers of roast

beef never could have tasted a, more delicious

morsel.

"

Ibid.—The bridge over the Conon passable for

carriages.

August 4.—The following curious advertisement
appears under this date :

—" Mrs Eraser, nest
door to Eraser's Hotel, has just got on hand
from London, a. variety of ready-made grave-
clothes, all sizes and prices. They surpass m
quality and elegance anything of the kind ever
offered to the attention of the public (desirous
of paying all necessary respect to the deceased)
in this quarter. Mrs F. has also small shi-ouds
for children."

August 11.—Advertisement of applioatioin to
Parliament for power to erect a bridge over
the Beauly at Dunballoch.

Ibid.—Authority given to the battalions of Local
Militia in Inverness-slure and adjoining High-
land Counties to wear the Highland dress as

their uniform. The permission seems to have
been granted on the application of Colonel
Macdonell of Glengaixy, who commanded the
2nd Battalion.

Ibid.—The foundation of the wharf at the end
of the Canal Basin, was laid on Saturday last.

August 18 and September 1.—A notice ap-
pears on the 18th inst. of the disaster which
occurred at the Meikle Ferry, en the Dornoch
Firth, on the 16th, when about 100 persons lost

their lives. The notice is as follows:
—

"It
would appear that a great many persons from
Dornoch and other parts of Sutherland, who
were on their way to lattend the Tain Market
on Wednesday last, most imprudently crowded
into the passage boat at Meikle Ferry, to the
number of from 100 to 120, being considerably
beyond its biu'den. Unfortunately, however,
from an anxiety to get across, an anxiety too
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common in such cases, they were insensible to
the imminent danger to wmch they were about
to expose themselves ; for they had scarcely

proceeded half-way from shore when, dreadful

to relate, the boat sank, and all on board
perished, except five persons. Mr M'CuUoch,
late Sheriff-Substitute of Dornoch, is said to

be among the unfortunate sufferers." A
portion of the subsequent issue of the
" Journal," which no doubt contained a full

account of the disaster, is missing from the
file, but on September 1st there is an advertise-

ment, dated from Dornoch, and signed by
Captain Robert Sutherland' and William Taylor,
Sheriff-Clerk, asking for help for the widow.s

amd orphans of those drowned. This advertise-

ment states " that of all the persons on board
the fatal boat, only 12 were saved, and that

besides a group of strangers whose numbers
and names ai-e unknown, above 100 persons are

ascertained to have perished, belonging to this

and the neighbouring parishes. [The number
was afterwards definitely stated at 99.] That
of this number there were many heads of

families, all 6f whom (with the exception of

Mr M'Culloch, late Sheriff-Substitute here)

being of the lower class, left families in extreme
poverty." The advertisement proceeds

—
" The

present calamity is marked by circumstances

of unexampled severity. The unfortunate

sufferers had been on their way to Tain, and
had with them any money they could glean for

the occasion, but this is not all ; they consisted

chiefly eitho- of small traders, who had cash

or bills to remit to their correspondents ; of

manufacturers having to purchase leather and
other articles for their respective occupations

;

of removing tenants who had converted their

stock into cash, to be lodged in the Bank of

Tain ; and of recruiting parties having their

all about them, except their destitute wives and
families. Hence it appears that it is not the

loss of useful lives alone that is to be deplored

in the present case, but the loss of much pro-

perty, stripping the miserable surviving

families of all they had possessed in the world."

The advertisement mentions that the officers,

non-commissioned oflBcers, and privates of the

Easter Ross regiment of Local Militia, com-
manded by Colonel Macleod of Geanies, had
contributed one day's pay towards ths families

of the unfortunate sufferers, and that before

any appeal had been madte to the public on

their behalf. The appeal was the result of a

public meeting, of which Captain Sutherland

was chairman and Mr Taylor secretary.

4
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August 18.—The following paragraph from this

date shows that the Highlands, even at this

early date, were becoming a place of resort :
—

"It is with pleasure we observe that this part
of the country, as is usual at this season of the
year, when our romantic hills and valleys

assume their most attractive appeai^ance, is

again becoming the resort of the admirers of

nature and the friends of improvement. Among
our arrivals this week we have to notice Lord
Cathorpe, Sir William Hamilton, Sir Thomas
and Mr Franklin, Brodie of Brodie, William
Ellis, Esq., M.P. ; Colonel Cameron of Lochiel,

Major Foster, Mr and Mrs Macallister of

Strathaird, Captain Ellis, Mr Baggie, Mr
Ibbertson, Mr Gorthon, and Mr and Mrs
Eraser of Gortuleg. Lieut. -Colonel Brodie,
Governor of Fort-Augustus, passed on his way
to Morayshire."

September 1.—Notice of the death of Major-
Oeneral John Randall Mackenzie of Suddie,
M.P. for Sutherland, who fell at Talavera. He
had previously served at the Cape and in India
with the Boss-shire Buffs.

Ibid.—The proprietors of " The Duchess of Gor-
don Inverness Coach" inform the public that
on and after 4th September their coach would
only run twice a-week backwards and forwards
between Edinburgh and Inverness. " The days
of their starting from eaich place will be Mon-
day and Thursday, at seven o'clock in the
morning precisely ; and as the days are shorten-

ing considerablv. the passengers both going and
coming will have an opportunity of sleeping on
the road. The coach leaving Inverness will

get to Dalwhinnie the first night, to Dunkeld
the second, and to Edinburffh the third even-
ing ; which arrangement will give ladies and
gentlemen visiting the North an opportunity of

passing through the beautiful country between
Dunkeld and Blair by daylight."

Seotember 8.—Poitclair road from Urquhart to

Fort-Augustus open to travellers. It is stated

that upwards of 250 children are attending
Sundav Schools established by the Hon.
Colonel Fraser of Lovat in the parishes of

Kirkhill, Kiltarlity, KUmorack, and the town
of Inverness. The happiest results had
attended these institutions since their creation

in 1803.

September 15.
—

" Died, at Chittledoorg, East
Indies, 8th January 1808. Lieut. -Colonel Alex-
amder Macleod, of the 15th Regiment Light
Infantry ; his death is supposed to be in. con-

sequjemce of the severe wounds he received in

the memorable battle of Assaye. He was highly
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valued as a distinguished' officer, and is deeply
lamented by his numerous friends amd acquaint-
ances. AS a mark of their respect, the officers

of the corps have erected a tomb to perpetuate
his memory.".

Septem.ber 22.—Among tne cases at the Circuit

Court, was that of William Mackintosh, a
travelling chapman, who was charged with
wounding a person at Fort-William " by seven
severe stabs with a ilighlander's knife, com-
monly called a black cork, whereby he lost

such a quantity of blood that his life was
despaired of ; and is still confined to bed in con-
sequence of these wounds." The prisoner was
convicted andi sentenced to transportation for

life. A "black cork" was a knife fixed in, its

handle, and carried in a sheath.

September 29.—Francis William Grant, Esq., to

be Lieutenant and Sheriff-Principal of the Shire
of Inverness, in the room of Sir James Grant,
Bart., resigned.

Ibid.—The R«v. Alex. Wood presented to the
Church and Parish of Rosemarkie, vacant by
the death of Mr Alex. Wood, late minister
there.

Ibid'.
—

" Among the operations connected with the
formation of the Caledonian C^nal it will, we
doubt not, be deemed worthy of notice that the

River Ness, opposite to Ness Castle, has been
completely removed from its bed, which is now
in com'se of being still farther excavated as a
pait of this magnificent undertaking. The
grand chain of locks at Muirtown are nearly

completed, and the spacious wharf, destined to

be the bustling scene of trade and commerce,
is now in an advanced state, and corresponds

with the other parts of this stupendous design."

October 6.—-George Macpherson-Grant, Esq. of

Ballindalloch, elected member of Pai'liament for

the Countv of Sutherland, in room of the late

Major-Greneral Mackenzie of Suddie.

Ibid.—^A collection of £66 made on Sunday at

the doors of the Church and Chapel of Ease
(East Church) in aid of the British and Foreign

Bible Society.

Ibid.—Meetings of Commissioners of Supply and
Town Council complained of the mail service

between Inverness and' Aberdeen. They
specially disapproved of a' proposal to bring

the post by way of Huutly " as being inex-

pedient in itself and highly injurious to the

towns on the coast." Representations were
made through Mr Charles Grant, M.P.

October 13.—James NeUd, formerly High Sheriff

of Buckinghamshire, visited the town for the

purpose of inspecting the Jail and Infirmary.
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It is noted that he had spent a considerable

part of his fortune in visiting prisons in Britain

with the humane intention of improving them.

He contributed £20 for behoof of the poor in

Inverness, and £5 to the relief fund raised for

the sufferers by the disaster at Meikle Ferry.

He also gave beds and bed-clothes for the cells,

and suggested improvements to the Magistrates.

October 2?.—Report of celebrations of the Jubilee

of Greorge IH., held on the 25th, the beginning

of the 50th year of his reign. A dinner was
held in th© Northern Meeting Rooms, at which
the Hon. Colonel Fraser of Lovat presided.

Several ladies were present, including the Hon.
Mrs Fraser of Lovat, Mrs Mackintosh of Mack-
intosh, Mrs MacdoneU of Glengarry, Mrs Grant
of Rothiemurchus, and Mrs Fraser of Foyers.

A brilliantly attended ball was held in the
evening, and the hills were ablaze with bon-
fires. Lord' Seafortii, who was Provost of

Dingwall, gave a breakfast there to the

burgesses and their families, and there was a,

tenantiy ball at Brahaui Castle. There was
also a ball for the Lovat tenantry at Beauly.
Public bodies sent loyal addresses.

Ibid.—The attendance at the Northern Meeting
was smaller than usual, as so many Highland
families had lost relatives in the war. The
Duchess of Gordon was present.

November 10.—Notice of celebration of the King's
Jubilee at Nairn. There was a dinner, followed
by a ball, and the town bells were rung all day.

The Chairmiaoi at the dinner was Brodie of

Brodie, Lord-Lieutenant of the County, who
was supported as stewards by Lieut. -Colonel

Rose of Kilravock, Major Davidson of Cantray,
Captain Dunbar of Boath, and Captain Alex-
ander Falconer. Captaim Dunbar carried out
the arrangements for the ball. In this and in
other issues there are notices of celebrations

at Tain, Dornoch, Fort-WUliam, &c.

November 24.—Notice of a celebration of the
Jubilee at Glengarry, which had been delayed
till the 15th inst., as Colonel Macdomell was
present at Inverness on th© 25th of October.
The celebration included " a Royal salute of 21
guns from wall pieces of antiquity that once
adorned Invergai'ry Castle, placed on movable
batteries in front of the family residence, made
for the purpose,"

December 1.—Election of members of Parliament
for the County of Ross, the candidates being
Hugh Inmes of Lochalsh and Sir Charles Ross
of Balnagown. Mr Innes had 23 votes and Sir

Charles 19, the former being thus elected. The
vacancy occurred through the death of the
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previous renresentative, Lieut. -General Alex-
ander Mackenzie Fraser. Mr Innes was sup-
ported by tlie Seaforth interest.

Ibid.—Completion of the locks at Muirtown.
Ibid.—Died, at his estate of Plantation, Huntly,

Demeraxa, on the 25th August last, Robert
Gordon of Drakies.

Decemben, 8.—Died, on the 2nd curt., at Avoch
House, George Mackenzie of Avoch and of

Towerhill, London ;
" a gentleman universally

beloved and respected for the possession of

eveiy quality that can adorn and endear the
husband, parent, and friend."

December; 14.
—

" We fear the Highland road i.s

impassable. The Caledoniaai Coach, which
should have arrived on Wednesday evening (the

12th) is still on the road, but where, we know
not."

December 22.—^Advertisement of Edinburgh and
Aberdeen Almanacks, with supplement for the

Noriiierp Counikes. Published by J. Young,
Inverness, and Ettles & Young, ElgirL

Ibid.—The Committee for managing the fund
collected for the relief of the sufferers by the

Meikle Ferry disaster announce that they have
paid a dividend (of about one-third of the sum
subscribed) amounting to £509 15s. They were
enabled to grant relief to 17 widows, 9 husbands,

96 children imder 14 years of age, and 46

parents or sisters of drowned persons. They
also defrayed the expense of interring 24 per-

sons, made an allowance for loss sustained by
11 persons saved from the boat, and paid about

£29 for premiums to boatmen for searching for

dead bodies. The Committee now state that

99 persons were drowned, of whom 43 were

males and 56 females, and that 12 were saved,

of whom 4 were males and 8 females. Many
handsome subscriptions were given to the fund.

The day's pay contributed by the Easter Ross

Local Militia amounted to £67 13s 9d.
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No. IV.

There are several items of interest in tlie

present instalment, but the only one to whioii

we may direct attention is the death of Sheriff

Fraser of FarraMne. There is an interesting

account of this gentleman in the late Mr
Alexander Mackenzie's History of the Frasers.

Simon Fraser was the tenth of Farraline, and
was appointed Sheriff of the County of Inver-

ness in May 1781. At that time the High-
lands were in a very unsatisfactory condition.

Subsequent to the battle of Culloden a, band
of marauders infested the country, and Mr
Fraser's predecessors in the Sheriffdom, David
Scrymgeour of Birkhill, and Alexander Camp-
bell of Delnie, failed to extirpate them, al-

though they made repeated endeavours to

do so. Sheriff' Fraser, however, ultimately

succeeded. Mr Mackenzie thus describes his

methods and their results :
—

" When appointed he discovered that the exist-

ing police was insufficient for its purpose, .ind

found in consequemce that the only way to protect

the property of the lieges was by an ejcisting

aixangeuient to pay voluntary blackmail in money
or cattle to the bands of robbers who then scoured

Over the Highlands and did pretty much what
they liked, Farraline, who for a considerable

time served in the army, had' left it for the law,

and at the desire of hie chief, General Simon
Fraser of Lovat, set himself to work right

earnestly to bring about the suppression of the

unsatisfactory state of things which prevailed.

With the assistance of a strong and courageous

Highlander, well known in his day, John Mac-
kay, messenger-at-arms, Fort-Augustus, and by
unremitting personal and persistent efforts,

Sheriff Fraser ultimately succeeded in effecting

his purpose. Accompanied by his faithful and
trusty henchman, he toraversed the most inacces-

sible districts,often incurring great personal danger

on his journeys. He was more than once fired

at, and so imminent were the risks he anticipated

and often incurred that he never travelled on
these occasions without a brace of loaded pistols

ready for immediate use. Acting on the weU-
known adage of setting ' a thief to catch a thief,'

he appointed Donald Mor Cameron, in Leckroy
of Lochauer, himself reputed a notorious cattle-

lifter, as one of the constables of the County of

Inverness, and thus secured his services on the

side of good order in his district. By Donald's
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aid the whole tribe of Kennedies, who lived by
tribute or blackmail over a wide range of country,
were hunted down, one of them being hanged at
Inverness, while several more were banished across
the seas. John Mackay traced two notorious
members of this tribe as far as Callander, and
by a bold and masterly mano3uvre captured them
while carousing there in an alehouse. Mackay
suddenly entered the room in which they were
drinking, and peremptorily called on them to

surrender, telling them at the same time that
escape was now impossible. They curiously

enough believed him, thinking, no doubt, that

he had never dared to come so far without a
sufficient bodyguard, and ouietly allowed them-
selves to be hand-cuffed, and carried away
prisoners. Their mortification and rage may be
imagined when they found themselves the out-

witted victims of a bold and. cleverly-executed

stratagem by a single unprotected officer of the

law."
Sheriff Fraser died at the age of 66 (Mr Mac-
kenzie says he was drowned at the Longman
while bathing), and was succeeded by his son

John, an advocate at the Scottish Bar and
Deputy-Lieutenant of the County of Inver-

ness, who sold the estate. John died in 1838.

His only son, Simon, died in the same year,

leaving no issue.

From the. " Inverness Journal."

1810.

January 12.—" The will of the late Dr Gray, of

Elgin,, whereby he bequeathed £30,000 to the

town of Elgin for pious purposes, which was
disputed by his friends, and has been for some
time past the subject of a Chancery suit, has,

by a late decision of that Court, been declared

valid, and the town of Elgin found entitled

to the whole amount."
JaJiuary 19.—^A woman sentenced to transporta-

tion for stealing escaped from Inverness Jail

by forcing one of the stanchions of the cell,

and slipping down by a rope. Another

prisoner escaped from the Jail of Wick. He
was afterwards captured, but again escaped.

Ibid.—Married, at DundonneU House, on the 10th

curt. . the Rev. Thomas Ross. LL.D. , minister of

Lochbroom, to Jane, only daughter of George

Mackenzie, Esq. of DundonneU.
January 26.—^A theatrical company drawing large

audiences in Inverness. One special night the

proceeds were £40.

Ibid.—^The Inverness Regiment of Militia is ap-

pointed to do duty jointly with the Artillery
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of the King's German Legion, over the French
prisoners when they occupy Portchester Castle.

February 2.—The Inverness Packet for London
is advertised at this time as " armed by Govern-
ment." The vessel was to leave Inverness on
the 2nd, Fort-Georo-e on the 3rd, and Cromarty
on the 8th ; and was to " call off Findhorn and
Burghead as soon thereafter as possible." At
this rate of progress she would have taken a

long time getting to her destination, but it is

stated in a subsequent issue that she arrived
in London on the 15th, after a quick passage.

February 9.—The Inverness-shire Farmer Society
adopted a resolution to wear cloth " of the wool
of our own growth and manufactured at the
Inverness Woollen Manufactory."

Ibid.—The Presbytery of Inverness sent to the
British and Foreign Bible Society the sum of

£178 19s ll^d. The collections are given as

follows:—Inverness Parish Church, £32 16s
2d; Chapel of Ease, £35 10s 6d; Kilterlity

Parish, £30 7s 6d ; Moy, £11 9s 6d; Petty,
£20 Os 3^d; Daviot, £7 7s; KirkhiU, £32;
Dores, £9 9s.

Ibid.—Died, on 21st January, aged 75, James
Fraser, tenant in Tomovoidt, parish of Boles-
kine, " a man of modest manners and exemplary
life." He was one of the Fraser Highlanders
who distinguished themselves at the capture of

Quebec (1759). It is noted that within three
miles round Tomovoidt there were still sur-

viving five more who had witnessed the capture,
one of them being Caiptain Fraser of Bunche-
gaire, and another. Captain Fraser of Errogie.

February 23.—The Morayshire Farmers Club
"entered into the patriotic resolution of wear-
ing cloth of the manufacture of Messrs John-
son & Sim, of Newmill, the only woollen manu-
facturers in Morayshire."

March 2.—Complaints of sheep-stealing, and
persons appointed as constables to search for

and secure offenders. Four persons appointed
for the County of Inverness. The constables
were to be armed, and to watch the leading
passes.

March 9,—The Committee of the Meikle Ferry
Fund announce that a second dividend of £1000
will be paid to the relatives of the sufferers.

The Committee further announce that when
they have completed tueir arrangements, they
intend to hand over their minutes and the list

of subscribers, by whose generosity 170 desti-

tute persons had been relieved, to the minister

of Dornoch, "to be lodged with the Session

records of the parish, that the whole circum-

stances attending that dreadful event mav be
preserved and handed down to posterity." It
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might be worth while to look for these docu-
ments. The Committee evidently carried out
their work with business-like precision.

Ibid.—Died, recently at Craigag. in the parish
of Kirkhill, at the age of 102, James Fraaer,
farmer. " His remains were attended to the
grave by a numerous family, and upwards of

70 of his gramd and great-grandchildren. He
possessed the use of all his faculties to the last

hour, had never been confined) above two hours
by illness, never wore ainy other dress than the
Highland garb in the course of his long life, and
was a man much esteemed by his numerous
acquaintances for his singularly pleasing maji-

ners."

Ibid.
—

"Died, at Dornoch, on the 5th curt. , aged
73, Bailie James Boog, of that place, a truly

honest man."
Ibid.—-Died, at Amat, Ross-shire, on the 2nd

curt., Munro Ross, Esq. of Pitcalnie.

March 16.—A malignant outbreak of fevo: in the

counties of Caithness and Sutherland. Notices

of this outbreak appear for weeks afterwards.

It was of a severe type.

March 23.—^Another prisoner in the Jail of Inver-

ness, incarcerated for forgery, made his escape.

The Magistrates offered a reward of 10 guineas

for his a.pprehension. When he escaped- he was
wearing " a light green tartan coat of the Ban-
nockbum manufacture, a blue waistcoat of

home-made stuif , with artillery buttons ; a

dark green kUt with red stripes running through

it, black Cadas hose, blue cloth bonnet, and
a redi comforter about his neck, home-made."
He was not re-captured.

March 30.—The following advertisement may be
quoted :

—" Very speedily will be published by
John Ballantyne & Co., Edinburgh, Smd may
be had of J. Young, Inverness, and Ettles and
Young, Elgin, " The Lady of the Lake," a

poem in six cantos, by Walter Scott, Esq., em-
bellished' with a portrait of the author, engraved

by Heath. Printed in quarto in the best man-
ner by Ballantyne. A few copies are taken

of! on royal paper."

April 6.—^WooUen factory of Mr James Melvin,

dyer in Forres, burned to the ground.

April 13.—Little girl murdered a* Speymouth on

the previous Sunday by a man named Gillan.

Ibid.
—

" Colonel Macdonell of Glengarry was pre-

sented to his Majesty at the Levee on Wednes-
day se'ennight, in full Highland dress."

April 20.
—

" Died, at Errogie, on the 14th curt.

,

in the 76th year of his age, Captain John
Eraser ; a most respectable and worthy charac-

ter. He served as a light Infantry officer

during the whole of the immortal Wolfe's
5
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campaigns, with whom his activity made him
much in favour. He also witnessed his glori-

ous death."
April 27.—Subscriptions of £105 intimated for

the purpose of assisting and finishing an
Episcopal Chapel in Dingwall, the building of

which was commenced some years ago.

May 4.—^A number of coins, mostly of Charles

II. and Queen Anne, found in an old dyke at

Dalmore, County of Sutherland.

May 11.—Report of a meeting of the Coimty of

Ross, which, among its otlier proceedings, re-

solved to petition Parhament for the repeal of

an Act passed this session, entitled "An Act
to prohibit the distillation of spirits from corn

in Great Britain for a limited time." It was
represented that from inability to dispose of

grain, it had become very difficult, if not

absolutely impossible, to pay the property and
assessed taxes, as well as the stipends of parish

ministers. There was a complaint of the great

prevalence of smuggling. The meeting also

asfced for further powers in relation to the con-

struction of roads and the commutation of

statute labour, which Parliament afterwards
granted.

Ibid.
—

" Died, at Lochbay, in Skye, 27th April,

Mr Alexander Gray, officer of Excise ; a truly

honest officer, who had no pleasure in hurting
the Revenue or fair trader ; much and justly

lamented by his numerous acquaintances."
May 25.—Legacies and donations to the Academy

of Fortrose announced to the amount of £324.
Ibid.—Foundation stone laid of the bridge at

Contin, in Ross-shire.

Ibid.
—

" The County of Nairn, in a very full

meeting, which was held on Friday, the 18th
curt., unanimously voted an address to his

Majesty, expressive of their attachment to his
person, and deprecating riotous and tumultuous
meetings under the pretence of reform."

June 1.—The Freeholders, Commissioners of

Supply, Justices of the Peace, and other heri-

tors of the County of Inverness met on the
30th inst., and voted a loyal address to his

Majesty.
Ibid.—Died, on Saturday the 19th May, in New
Cavendish Street, London, Simon Eraser, Esq.
of Ness Castle, in the 84th year of his age.

June 15.—^A paragraph states that there was then
standing in the house of Farraline, the seat

of Simon Eraser, Esq.. Sheriff-Depute of the
County, a rooftree, erected by one of his pro-

genitors on the day immediately preceding the

battle of Blar-na-leine, fought between ti^e

Erasers and Macdonalds at the head of Loch-
Lochy. The battle was fought in July
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1544. The tree or beam, which was of birch,
was therefore 266 years old.

June 22.—Notices of sheep and wool markets
recently held at Beauly, Fort-Augustus, and
Fort-William. Cheviot wool was sold from 36s
to 37s per stone ; common wool, 19s per double
stone ; Cheviot ewes at 36s and 37s ; and
Cheviot lambs at lis 6d and 12s. Blackfaced
wedders brought from 21s to 23s, and lambs, 7s
to 9s. A later paragraph says that the price of

blackfaced wedders should have been given as
from 24s to 29s.

June 29.—The Glengarry Regiment of Local
Militia marched into Inverness, led by Colonel
Macdonell of Glengarry. The corps mustered
between 700 and 800 men, and it was stated
that there was not a man in it who did not
understand and speak the Gaelic language, and
indeed prefer it to any other.—The Nairnshire
Local Militia, had previously assembled at
Nairn, under command of Lieut. -Colonel Rose
of Kilravock. They had two stands of

colours, consecrated by the Rev. Mr Patcrson,
Auldearn.

July 6.—Appreciative notices of the 3rd Regiment
of Local Militia, assembled at Portree, under
command of Lieut. -Colonel Macleod, and of

the 1st Regiment of Koss-shire Militia, assem-
bled at Dingwall, under command of Lieut.

-

Colonel D. Munro.

July 13.—A handsome stand of colours, given by
Gleneariy, was presented to the regiment at

the Longman by Mrs Chisholm of Chisholm.
The Rev. Donald Martin, minister of the Chapel
of Ease, consecrated the colours.

July 20.—The Glengany Regiment reviewed by
General Lord Cathcart. This officer and his

staff were afterwards presented with the free-

dom of the town. A dinner was given in the
Northern Meeting Rooms, and a baU in the
evening.

Ibid.—Foundation stone of the Tain Academy
laid on 18th curt, by Mr Alexander Baillie.

late Provost. The site was presented by the
Hon. David Ross of AnkerviUe, one of the
Senators of the College of Justice.

July 27.—The 1st Regiment of Inverness Local
Militia assembled under command of the Hon.
Colonel Fraser of Lovat.—The Easter Ross
Regiment assembled at Tain, under command
of Colonel Macleod of Geanies.

Ibid.
—

" Died, at Inverness, on the 19th inst.

,

Mrs Catherine Rose, spouse of the late John
Rose, surveyor of taxes, daughter of the late

Duncajn Rose, Esq. of Kindeace, and niece to

the celebrated Duncan Forbes of Culloden,

Lord-President of the Court of Session."
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August 10.—Colours presented to the 1st Regi-

ment of Local Militia by the Hon. Mrs Fraser

and Mrs Macphereon of Cluny. Consecrated by
the Rev. A. Fraser, senior minister of Inver-

ness, and chaplain to the regiment. At a later

date the regiment was reviewed by Major-

Generai Scott, and there was a dinner and ball

in the Northern Meeting Rooms.
Ibid-—Mr Crombie, a dentist from Aberdeen,
announces a visit to Inverness, and states that

if he meets with encouragement he will come
regularly once a-year.

August 17.—^A large sum in aid of thei Meikle
Ferrv Fund collected in Grenada, and sent by
Mr G. G. Munro, son of Mr Munro of Poyntz-
field. The amount in local currency was £546
10s 6d, and in exchange value, £276 14s 6d
sterling.

August 31.
—"On Tuesday the 21st inst. , died

here, Simon Fraser, Esq. of Farraline, who
filled the important offices of Sheriff-Depute.

Vice-Lieutenant, and Convener of the Shire of

Inverness, and by whose assiduity the public

business was uniformly accelerated, and the

tranquillity and. welfare of the shire greatly

promoted for the last 30 years. Perfect master
of the language, and intimately acquainted with
the manners and customs of the country, he
was in the discharge of his duties eminently
successful in obtaining the esteem and affection

of all ranks; and being a zealous promoter of

all public works and institutions, his loss will

long be felt and his memory respected by a

discerning public." This is the entry in the
obituary, and » local paragraph in the same
issue makes reference to an impressive discourse

preached on the Sheriff's death by the Rev. Mr
Rose in the High Church. The writer adds :—" In the character of a judge and in every
other public situation, our late pious and
worthy Sheriff was deservedly beloved and
respected, while his goodness of heart and cheer-
fulness of temper will be long remembered
among the circle of his friends." Mr Alexander
Mackenzie, in his History of the Frasers, says
that the Sheriff, who lived at Seabank,
was drowned while bathing at the Longman.
This is not mentioned in the "Journal," but
the omission does not necessarily imply that
the statement is incorrect.

Ibid.—Show of bulls at Strontian under the
auspices of the Highland Society.

September 7.
—

" On Monday last a mare belong-
ing to Captain Fraser of Brackla, trott«l
against time from Inverness to Fort-George, a
distance of 14 miles, which she performed with
ease in 49 minutes, being within 11 minutes
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of the time allowed. Several bets were de-
pending upon the issue, whieh were won, of
course, by those who betted in favour of the
mare."

Ibid.—Died, at Eamsgate, on the 26th August,
in the 84th year of his age, Sir Alexander
Munro of Novar, one of the Commissioners of

His Majesty's Customs in England.—Died, at

St Thomas, on the 28th day of June last,

j^neas Macbean, Esq., younger of Tomatin,
merchant in Glasgow.

September 14.—^WiEiam Fraser-Tytler of Aldourie
appointed Sheriff-Depute of the County in room
of the late Sheriff Eraser.

September 28.—James Grant of Bught elected

Provost of Inverness in room of Thomas
Gilzean of Bonauchton.

Ibid.—Three young men, sons of neighbouring
gentleman, drovnied off Lochbracadale, Skye,
by the upsetting of a boat.

Ibid.
—

" The Highland piper, who so nobly dis-

tinguished himself in the battle of Vimiera,
by playing on the bagpipes as he lay wounded,
'Up and waur them a, WiUie,' has again em-
barked with his regiment (the 71st) for Portu-
gal."

September 28 and October 5.—^At the Circuit

Court, Alexander Gillan was found guilty of

the mm-der of a girl at Speymouth. He was
sentenced to be executed and hung in chains
lit the spot where his crime was committed.
The culprit was only about 19 years of age,

but the murder was exceedingly cruel and
vicious.

October 5.—^At the same Court several women
from Elgin were convicted of theft and reset

of theft. The sentence in one case was that

the woman was to be imprisoned in Elgin Tol-

booth for the space of one year ; that she was
to stand in the pillory on the second market
day thereafter with a label on her breast

dtenoting her a " Notorious Thief" ; and then
to be banished Scotland for life. The other

women had the same punishment, except that

the label which each of tiem had to bear was
"A Resetter of Stolen Groods."

October 12.—Duncan Munro of Culoairn elected

Provost of Dingwall.
October 19.—Report of Northern Meeting. An-
nounced that the Meeting is to hold hereafter

on the third Monday of October, and to con-

tinue for the rest of the week agreeably to the

regulations. For the previous year or two it

began on Wednesday. On the motion of the

Marquis of Huntly, it was unanimously resolved

that all the members should appear annually

in bine coats from the Inverness Woollen
Manufactory.
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Noirember 9.—Captain Charles Urquhait, son of

Mr John Urquhart, of the Ordnance, Fort-

George, was killed at the battle of Busaco on
27th September. Two brothers, also officers,

died some years before, one in Jamaica, the

other at Portsmouth. Captain William Mack-
intosh, son of Mr Mackintosh, store-keeper at

Fort-George, was killed at Busaco.

November 16.—Alexander GiUan, hanged at

Speymouth on the 14th, for the murder previ-

ously reported.

December 7.—Opening of Crinan Canal recorded.

Ibid.—Died, on his passage to India, on the 29th

April last, Lieutenant Allan Cameron, of the

78th Highlanders, son to Lieutenant John
Cameron, of the 6th Royal Veteran Eattabon.
" When little more than sixteen years of age
he carried the regimental colours at the battle

of Maida, and though these were much torn by
the enemy's shot, he had the good fortune to

remain untouched. He afterwards served with
the regiment in Egypt, and as Adjutant to the
Battalion of Detachments from the Isle of

Wight in the Walcheren Expedition, where he
imfortuuately contracted the fatal disorder to

which he fell a youthful victim."

December 14.—Duncan Grant of Bught resigned
the office of casliier, and boxmaster to the six

incorporated trades, which he had held for 54
years. His son, James Grant, appointed his

successor.
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No. V.

In the notes in this issue we find the record
of the first election of Charles Grant, after-

wards Lord Glenelg, as memher for the
Inverness Burghs. His father was at the time
member for the County. Both were distin-

guished men. The son succeeded the father
in the representation of the County, and was
for many years a member of the Goyernnient.
He was born in India, at Kidderpore, in the
Presidency of Bengal, in 1779 ; was educated
at Cambridge, and called to the Enghsh Bar
in 1807. In 1813 he was appointed a Lord of

the Treasury, in 1819 Secretary for Ireland,

and afterwards Vice-President of the Board
of Trade, President of the Board of Control,
and vSecretary for the Colonies. He sat for

twenty-four years in the House of Commons,
and was raised to the peerage in 1835, with
the title of Lord Glenelg. He died in 1866.

Mention is also made in this issue of the

appearance of the comet of 1811, which was
for many weeks a brilliant object in the
northern sky. Some of our readers will be
familiar with the fine poem on this comet by
tiie Ettrick Shepherd, of which the following

stanzas may be quoted :
—

"Sti'anger of heaven, I bid thee hail

!

Shred from the pall of glory riven,

That flashest in celestial gale.

Broad pennon of the King of heaven.

"Wbate'er portends thy front of fire,

Thy streaming locks so lovely pale.

Or peace to man, or judgment dire.

Stranger of heaven, I bid thee hail
!"

From the "Inverness Journal."

1811.

January 11.—^It may be interesting to give the

amoimt of the collection made for the Northern
Infirmary in the Churches of Inverness on the

first Sabbath of January this year. The total

amount was £89 13s 3d. distributed as follows :

English and Gaelic Church, £66 14s 3d ; Chapel
of Ease, £20 9s; Methodist Chapel, £2 10s.

Ibid.—Died, on 8th Xovember 1810, on board a

transport at Portsmouth, and on his return

from Lisbon, in charge of the medical stafE

attending the sick and wounded. Doctor John
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Macleod, one of the physicians to his Majesty's

forces, and second son of William Macleod of

Luskintyre. He is described as a young man
of uncommon abilities and extraordinary pro-

ficiency both in literary and professional attain-

ments. His death was caused through excessive

fatigue in attending to his duties.

January 18.—^At a meeting in Edinburgh of the

Highland Society of Scotland, a report was
submitted showing the progress made in collect-

ing ancient Celtic manuscripts and materials for

a dictionary. A letter was read froip Sir John
Macgregor Murray oifering to contribute liberally

to the expense of such a dictionary from a fund
collected in India. The Society authorised a

sum to be laid out towards the expense of the

dictionary, and for having the ancient Celtic

manuscripts collected by the Society transcribed

and translated.

January 25.—^A collection for behoof of Bible

Societies in the Parish Church of Urquhart,
Ross-shire, amounted to £50 12s, including a

donation of £5 by Sir Hector Mackenzie of

Gairloch, Bart. The minister, Rev. Mr Oalder,

sent £40 12s to the Scottish Bible Society, and
£20 to the Edinburgh Bible Society.

Ibid.—Died, at Fort-William, on the 7th January,
in the 42nd year of his age, the Rev. John Ord,
chailain of the garrison and rector of the
Grammar School. He is described as a man of

extensive erudition and an impressive preacher.

Februarv 15.—Report of a dinner given "for the
purpose of heating, as it is called, the Mason
Lodge Hotel, recently taken possession of by
Mr Bennet, from Edinburgh." The company
numbered about 70, with Provost Grant as

chairman and Mr Mackintosh of Holm as

croupier.

February 22.—Died, at the house of his mother.
Lady Saltoun, in New Cavendish Street, Lon-
don, on 10th February, the Hon. Simon Eraser,

banker, proprietor of Ness Castle. Mr Eraser
had completed his 23id year. The property of

Ness Castle devolved on his younger brotner,

the Hon. William Eraiser.

Ibid.
—

"It may be mentioned as a proof of the

increasing population of this place that Mr
Smith, who holds two acres of land at the

Haugh, has feued the same for the purpose of

building. The ground being square and well

laid out, it will form a neat village, which is

to be called Gordonville."

March 1 and 8.—The death is announced on the

19th ult., of Sir James Irrant of Grant, Bart.

It is stated that he took little part in politics,

but enjoyed the love and respect of a numerous
and happy tenantry, to whom he was a most
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attentive and' indulgent landlord. . "He had aU
the affections, -without any of the pride or any
of the harshness of feudal superiority ; and
never forgot, in attention to his own interests,

or the improvement of his extensive estates,

the interests or the comfort of the people."
Ibid.—Three men were conveying several ankers

of smuggled whisky across the river opposite
Ness Castle. They were puUing the boat across

with a rope. The river being very high, the
rope broke, the boat filled, two of the men were
drowned, and the third was rescued after being
carried down a mile and) a-half clinging to the
stern. The spirits were to have been used at
the wedding of one of the men who was
drowned.

March IS.—Establishment of a daily maE coach
between Inverness and Aberdeen. It was to

commence running on 5th April. Inside fare,

£3 13s 6d ; outside, £2 9s.

April 6.—A statement appears that the proprie-
tors of the Long Island have not promoted
emigration, but have encouraged tenants to

remain. It is stated that the practice of exact-

ing services has been abolished, that the small
tenants in general hold directly of the proprie-
tors, and that all payments of rent are made
in money.

Ibid.—-The Caledonian Company announce that
while their coach is to run twice a-week to

Edinburgh (it seems to have been reduced to
once a-week in winter), they are to put on in
.Tune a diligence, to run five days a-week, and
to perform the journey in two days instead of

three. Passengers were to be allowed seven
hours' rest the night they were on the road.

Ibid.—^A carrier announces that he is to make a
joumev once a month between Inverness and
Fort-William. Previously he had only made
occasional journeys.

April 12.—Road completed between Inverfarigaig

and the new road to Moyhall.
April 19.

—"That higlily useful class of judges,
the Sheriff-Substitutes of Scotland, have at last

had justice done to them, by receiving an
addition to their salaries."

April 26.—At the Circuit Court, two shoemakers'
apprentices from Elgin were convicted of

assaulting, stabbing, and otherwise maltreating
William Taylor, late executioner at Inverness,
and were sentenced to be transported beyond
the seas for seven years. The attack seems to
have been made on the hangman for his conduct
at the execution of GiUan at Speymouth. The
report of the execution bears that the unfortu-

nate criminal was kept waiting on the scaffold

by the unskiLfulness of the executioner, "whose
6
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concern seemed directed to the perquisites of the

office more than the business in which he was
engaged." There is a tradition that the

executioner died from the usage he received on
his way home, but the short paragraph given

to the trial of his assailants only speaks of

maltreating. The expression "late executioner"

implies no more than that he had been dis-

missed from his office. If he had died, the

sentence would have been more severe.

May 24.—Miners brought from Wales by the

Marquis of Stafford struck on a seam of coal

at Brora. They hoped to be able to make the

working remunerative. This apDarently was the

first actual proof of the existence of coal

(lignite) in considerable quantity at Brora. The
first bore was 230 feet in depth.

June 21.—The Caledonian Coaching Company
propose to run^ their coaches by the Highland
road three times a-week, "with such expedition

that a person leaving Inverness at six o'clock

in the morning can with comfort and ease

get to Edinburgh next day to dinner ; and in

like manner from Edinburgh to Inverness." The
coach from Inverness reached Duhkeld at ten
o'clock in the evening, and left at five next
morning, reaching Perth in time to catch the

•Doa.ch for Edinburgh.
June 28.—Recorded that Sir James Mackintosh,
then Recorder of Bombay, bad sent a remittance

from that Presidency of £627 8s to the Academy
of Fortrose, where he received his early educa-
tion. Also that Mr John Forsyth, a son of the

late William Forsyth, of Cromarty, had sent

from Calcutta, £125 ; and tb.at George Gunn
Munro, treasurer of the Island of Grenada, son
of Mr Miunro of Poyntzfield, and an old pupil,

had sent £210.
Ibid.—Died, at Inverness, on the 24th, William

Wilson, merchant in Inverness, and for many
years one of its most active Magistrates.

Ibid.
—"Died, in the 23rd year of his age, near

Almeida, on the 5th May, Lieutenant William
Houston, of the 71st Regiment, a young officer

of excellent talents, of amiable disposition, and
of great promise. He fell on that memorable
day, gallantly leading a division, of Light In-

fantry to the charge, and amongst the most
advanced of his admiring companions. He was
the only son of Hugh Houston, Esq. of Creich,

in Sutherlandshire ; had early discovered a high
and martial spirit, and embraced the military

profession with ardour and enthusiasm."

Julv 12.—The University and King's College of

Aberdeen unanimously elected! John Tulloch,

A.M., of the Inverness Academy, to be conjunct
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Professor of Mathematics with Mr Duncan in

the said University.
July 19.—Colours w«Te presented by Mrs Gil-

landers of Highfield to the first regiment of

Ross-shu'e Local Militia, commanded by Lieut.

-

Colonel Munro of Culcairn, and were conse-

crated by Rev. Mr Bethune, of Alness, chaplain
to the corps.

August 16.—Notice of a veteran named John
Reid, living in the village of Delnies, Nairn-
shire, who had] seen prolongied service as a

soldier, and had nearly completed his hundredth
year. "BGe entered the 2ndi Battalion of the

Scots Royals upwards of eighty years ago, and
fought at the battles of Dettingen, Fontenoy,
Walls, and Culloden. He served also througli

the whole of the American War, and was
present at the sieges of Quebec and Ticonderoga

,

where he was severely wounded by a musket
ball, which entered his thigh, and which it

was found impossible to extract. This ball he
means to bequeath as a legaicy to one of his

sons, of whom he has several, all begotten in

lawful wedlock, and although he married at

the age of 70, and all of whom are serving their

King and country." This veteran had been
only twice intoxicated during his long life, once

at the time of his enlistment, and- again when
the news of his Majesty's coronation arrived at

Halifax, Nova Scotia, where the Royals then
lay. Mr Ma-cleod, of the Inverness Royal
Academy, paintea his portrait, and intended
to present it to the Duke of Kent, then Colonel

of the Royals, in which Reid had served for

upwards of forty years.

Ibid.—The 4th or Long Island! Regiment of In-

verness-shire Mihtia assembled at Benbecula on
22nd July, under command of Lieut. -Colonel

Macdonald of StafEa. Only two of the rank and
file were missing, and they were supposed to

have entered the navy. The regiment was
dressed in the complete Highland garb.

August 23.
—"This place for some days back has

been the resort of an immense number of per-

sons of rank and fashion, who at this season of

the year generally visit the North for the pur-

pose of viewing its beautiful and romantic
scenery.''

August 30.—George Sinclair of Ulbster elected

M.P. for Caithness, in room of his father. Sir

John Sinclair, who had accepted an oflBce under
the Crown.

Ibid.—Mr Adam appointed rector of the Inverness

Academy.
September 6.—^List of subscriptions sent from

India to the Meikle Ferry Disaster Fund. The
total sum was 3229 pagodas, and it was stated

that the value of a pagoda was 83 9d. The
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money was trausmitted through Dr Walter Ross
Munro, of Calcutta.

September 20.—Death announced of Peter Baillie,

Esq. of Dochfour, M.P. for the Inverness

Burghs. "Through some mistake, the name of

Evan Baillie, Esq., M.P. for Bristol, was in-

serted in the obituary of most of our contem-

porary prints, but we have the pleasure to state

that, though at an advanced age, that gentleman

is in the perfect enjoyment of health, except

in so far as it may be affected by so severe an
affliction as the death of a beloved son." Mr
Evan Baillie survived uutd 1835, when he died

at the age of 95.

Ibid.—In this and other issues there were
frequent references to a comet which was then
attracting great attention.

September 27.—Publication of a volume of poetry

entitled "Craig-Phadric, Visions of Sensibility,

Legendary Tales, and Occasional Pieces," by
D. Carey. Mr Carey was editor of the

"Journal." The price of the volume was 10s 6d.

Ibid.—Foundation laid of Lord Macdonald's vil-

lage of Kyleakin. There was a ceremony,- at-

tended by the ladies and gentlemen of the neigh-
bourhood, and followed by festivities on the
village green.

October 4.
—

"Francis Jeffrey, Esq. , so well known
and iustly celebrated for his literary and legal

knowledge, paid a visit to this place on Satur-
day last, on his way from Kinrara, the beautiful
and romantic cottage of her Grace the Duchess
of Gordon. Having viewed the operations of

the Caledonian Canal, and the delightful scenery
around Inverness, with which he seemed highly
gratified, this eminent character set out for

Aberdeen, on his way to Edinburgh."
Ibid.—Died, on 16th August, at Timdow of
Garthmore, in the parish of AlDcrnethy, William
Stuart, in his 91st year. He joined the army in
his youth, went to Flanders in 1743, with the
42nd Regiment, and was at the battles of Fon-
tenoy, Lafelt, and the siege of Bergen-op-Zoom.
He was supposed to be the last survivor of
those who went abroad with the 42nd in the
above year.

October 25.—^Report of Northern Meeting, which
began on Monday, 14th, and continued! during
the week. On Friday, about 140 ladies and
gentlemen sat down to diimer, and there were
about 200 dancers in the ball-room. Among
the amusements of the week was a trotting
match between a pony belonging to the Mar-
quis of Huntly, and a horse belonging to Mi-
Forbes of CuUoden. The pony was the winner.
"The distance, which was about sbc miles, was
performed with apparent ease in twenty-three
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minutes, being at the rate of neaily sixteen

mUes an hour."
Ibid.—Notice of dinner given at Moyhall by The

Mackintosh of Mackintosh to a distinguished

party, -which included Mr Charles Grant, son

of the member for the County, and candidate

for the representation of the Burghs. "Though
many of those forming the party were in the

morning at the distance of 40 miles from Moy-
hall, yet they all aixived nearly at the sa,me

time. One of the dishes at table was a hind
quarter of one of the blackfaced breed of sheep,

seven years old, which weighed 80 lbs., and
Had 21 lbs. of suet. It was fed at Moyhall,
and proved a delectable treat." The dinner was
at six o'clock, the party was kept up until two
o'clock a.m., and the visitors remained for the

night. In the morning, after breakfast, they
left, some for Kinrara, and the others for Castle

Grant.
November 1.—The sixth anniversary of Trafalgar

was celebrated in Mrs Maclean's Inn, Forres,

by the Forres Trafalgar Club, on Monday, 21st

October, "a day which will ever be remembered
by Britons with the highest emotions of

national pride, regret, and satisfaction." The
Marquis of Huntly was in the chair, and fifty-

two members were present.

November 8.—On the 4th, Charles Grant, after-

wards Lord Glenelg, son of the member for the
County, was elected to represent the Inverness

Burghs in Parliament. The election took place

at Fortrose, on that occasion the returning

burgh, and in expressing his thanks, Mr Grant
declared that he was utterly unconnected with
any political party ; "and the privilege of

making this assertion with truth is one which
I value too highly ever to resign. " The gentle-

men present afterwards dined together, and
the health of the new member was pi-oposed by
Sir William Gordon-Cumming of Altyre, who
said
—

"I have long been intimately acquainted

with him. I know him to be a man of staunch
independence, and venture to predict that this

day will be always reckoned auspicious for

the interests of this country." The same even-

ing a school ball was given, and many of the

gentlemen honoured the ball with their pre-

sence, the dance being kept up with great spirit

until past midnight.
Ibid.

—"On Saturday the Magistrates of this place

[Inverness] conferred the freedom of the town
on Charles Grant, Esq. of Watternish, now
M.P. ; Sir William Gordon-Cumming of Gor-
donstoun and' Altyre, Baronet ; Donald Mack-
intosh, Esq., writer, Edinburgh; and George
Gunn Munro, Esq. of Grenada."
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Ibid.—The Committee of the Meikle Ferry Dis-
aster Fund announce another distribution of

money collected. A correspondent in Skye very
kindly sends us a copy of the circuUir issued at

the time, still wonderfully fresh after ninety

years. The total amount distributed to date
was £2909 15s, and this did not exhaust the
fund, although the amount of the balance is

not stated.

November 15.—On the 8th inst., the tenantry on
the Cawdor estates celebrated the majority of

the Hon. John Frederick Campbell, eldest son
ol Lord Cawdor. Mr Dunbar Brodie of Burgie
and Lethen presided, as the nearest relative of

the Cawdor family present. The Castle was
illuminated, and the country ablaze with bon-
fires.

November 22.—The ferry-boat between Fort-
George and Rosemarkie was overturned on the

15th inst., with 13 persons on board, and all

were drowned except 2. There was a strong
wind against the boat, and a pony on board.
The boat turned broadside to the storm, and
a wave burst over and swamped her. One man
was saved by clinging to the pony, and another
man by holding to the mast. A subscription
was raised for the relatives of the sufferers, to

which the officers and men of the 2nd Battalion
of the 78th, quartered at Fort-George, con-
tributed £21 7s 7d.

November 29.—Two new roads completed be-
tween Bonar, in Sutherland, andi the Ord Hill.

This included the bridge over the Helmsdale
river. Plan submitted for the mound and
bridge across the i<leet at the Little Ferry.

Ibid.
—

"Died, at Dresden, on the 5th October, the
Right Hon. James, Earl of Findlater and Sea-
field, Lord Deslvford. His lordship's princely
estates, yielding about £40,000 per annum",
together with the title of Earl of Seafield,

devolve on Sir Lewis Alexander Grant of Grant

,

Bart., eldest son of the late lamented Sir James
Grant of Grant, Bart."

December 6.—The road from Inverness to Fort-
Augustus, by Urquhart, completed. The
original contractor for the road failed, and his
surety. Sir John Campbell of Ardnamurchan,
had to finish the work. Great praise is given
to Sir John for the manner in which he executed
the work, although it involved him in a loss of
£2000.
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No. VI.

In this issue is recorded the death of the
famous Jane, Duchess of Gordon, who raised
the Gordon Highlanders. She was in her
sixty-SLKth year—not so old as one is apt to
imagine from the traditions respecting her
social activity and enterprise. Her latter

years were passed in disappointment, suffer-

ing from estrangement from her husband. At
the time of their maiTiage the Duke and
Duchess (Jane Maxwell, "the Flower of Gallo-
way") were a singularly handsome couple.
"The Duke was in his twenty-fourth year, the
bride in her twenty-first. Reynolds has pre-

served some memorial of the youthful beauty
of the Duchess, and a lovelier profile was never
drawn." For many years she was a brilliant

leader of society in London, attracting to her
assemblies wits, orators, and statesmen. She
made great matches for most of her daughters.

In 1794 the Duchess raised the Gordon High-
landers for her son, the Marquis of Huntly, the

two recruiting at every fair in the countryside.

Tradition has it that when other arguments
failed, a kiss from the Duchess won the recruit.

In the closing years of her life the Duchess
spent her summers at Kinrara, in Badenoch,
living first in the old farm-house and after-

wards in a. villa built for her accommodation.
]\Ir Alexander Macpherson, in his interesting

volume on Old Church and Social life in the
Highlands, says :

—
"Mr Duncan Macpherson, Kingussie, the

venerable 'Old Banker'—^who died in February
1890, at the Hue old age of ninety-one—vividly

described' the intense interest excited in Badenoch
by the arrival of the remains of the Duchess in

a hearse, drawn all the way from London by six:

jet-black Belgian ihorses. At Dalwhinnie, the

first stage within the Highland territory—then

belonging to the family—at which the funeral

cortege arrived, the body of the Duchess lay in

state for two days. For a similar period it lay

at the inm then at Pitmain, within half-a-mile

of Kingussie, and was subsequently followed by
an immense concourse of Highland people to the

final resting-place at her beloved Kinrara. Ac-
cording to her own directions, her remains were
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interred in a favourite sequestered spot within a
short distance from Kinrara House, far away
from the noise of the great Babylon in which
she died, and within hearing of the plaintive song
of our noble Highland river. The spot is marked
by a granite monument, erected by her hnsband."

An advertisement of the forest of Glenfeshie,
under date January 17, may attract attention.
Scrope, in his "Days of Deer-stalking," says
that this forest "was let in 1752 to Mr Mae-
pherson of Invereshie, and continued to be
rented by that family until 1812, when it was
purchased from the Duke of Gordon by Mr
Macpherson of Invereshie and Ballindalloch."

For many years afterwards it continued to be
pastured by cattle and sheep.

The year 1812 was remarkable in the history

of the wars with Napoleon. In that year the
Duke of Wellington cantured Ciud'ad Rodrigo
and Badajos, and won the battle of Salamanca.
In the same year Napoleon undertook his dis-

astrous campaign to Russia, and in December
all Europe was ringing with news of the

destruction of the Grand Army. We record

little in our Northern Notes except such as

relates to the Highlands of Scotland. In
October and November a General Election

took place, and we give the names of the
members returned for constituencies in the
Northern Counties. Readers will be inter-

ested in paragraphs relating to the appearance
of the two Grants, father and son, the one
re-elected for the County, the other for

the Inverness District of Burghs.

From the " Inverness Journal."

1812.

January 3.—^Announced that after January 11

the coach will run only once a-week between
Inverness and Perth.

January 10.
—"The old mansion house of Dunean,

which was, for its standing, in excellent repair,

and occupied by the overseer of the Mains, took
fire on the evening of Saturday last, and was
burnt to the ground. Every sxertion to stop
the progi'eBs of the flames proved ineffectual,

and it was with the greatest difficulty that any
part of the furniture was preserved."

Ibid.
—"Died, on the 27th December, at the ad-

vanced age of 96 years, David' Fraser, late

farmer of Barnyards, near Beauly. He served
as piper to Simon Lord Lovat, and fought
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at the battles of Falkirk and CiiUoden. Not-
withstanding his very great age, he retained his

faculties entire ; he was never heard to com-
plain of indisposition, and it was only for a few
days before his death he was obliged, owing to

debility, to confine himself to bed. The Hon.
A. Fraser of Lovat, desirous to Show every mark
of respect to the remains of an old and faith-

ful servant, ordered both his pipers to accom-
pany the funeral, on the 13th ult.

,
playing a

mournful dirge from Barnyards to the place of

interment at Kirkhill ; he also generously sent,

to the burying-ground, a suflScient supply of

good Highland whisky for the refreshment of

those who attended the funeral."

January 17.—^Advertisement of the forest of Glen-
feshie, in Badenoch, consisting of 13,706 acres,

the property of the Duke of Gordon. "It is

adapted either for a summer grazing to black
cattle, or for shooting ground) to a sportsman
who mig^ht wish to preserve the tract for deer,

moor game, and ptarmigan, all of which abound
in the adjoining hills, and with which it would
be abundantly stocked in a very short time, if

carefuUy kept for this purpose."
February 7.—Lieut. -General Archibald Campbell,

of tlie late Breadalbane Fencibles, was ap-
pointed Lieut. -Governor of Port-Augustus, in

room of the late Colonel Brodie.

Ibid.-—^Died, at Garvamore, on the 9th Januiary,

Mrs Janet Macdonald, relict of Alexander Mac-
donald, Esq. of Tullochcrombie, and daughter
of Maxxlonaid of Keppoch. Mr Alexander Mac-
kenzie, in his History of the Macdonalds, men-
tions that Keppoch had two daughters, one
Katharine, married to John Macdonald of

Killichonate, and the other, Jessie, married to

Alexander Macdonald of "Tullochcrom. " A
few years after Culloden one of these ladies

danced with General Wolfe at a ball at Inver-

ness.

February 14.—Notice of the retirement of Sir

James Mackintosh from the office of Recorder
of Bombay.

February 21.—^It is stated that 30 to 40 vessels,

laden with kelp from the West Coast, enter

annually the port of London.
Ibid.

—"Died, at Fort-Augustus, the 11th January
last., Colonel George Brodie, late Lieut.

-

Governor of that Fort. In the long train of

militaoy services, in different climates, his

conduct was marked for strict honour, true

courage, and warm friendship, which procured
him high respect and esteem from his brother

officers. His numerous acquaintances and
friends will long remember his singular open-

7
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ness, honesty, and generosity of heart, equaUed
by few and surpassed by none. Such was the

general regret for and respect shown to this

worthy man at Fort-Angustus that after the

usual honours were paid to his memory, when
his remains were about to be removed to the

family burying-place at Dyke, the numerous
attendants would not allow the coffin to be put
into the hearse, but insisted they should can-y

it for some miles, as the last token of regard

and esteem for their worthy Governor."
February 28.—The Hon. Colonel Fraser of Lovat

intimated his contract with the Parliamentary
Commissioners of Roads and Bridges for con-

structing the Lovat Bridge across the river

Beauly. Hei also gave directions for erecting

stations on Loch-Nevis, in Morar, for catching

and curing herrings.

March 13.—The Easter Ross Farmers' Club,
established about a year previous, held their

first ploughing match about this time.

March 27.
—"A noor woman in Burghead lately

purchased half-a^ozen fresh haddiocks, being

all that her purse could afford, on opening one
of which, to her astonishment, she found a
guinea in gold."

April 3.—Died, at Bridlg«id of Dnnbeath, in the
County of Caithness, on the 20th of March.
Capt. John Sutherland, aged 69. He entered

the army in 1759, and served with General
Wolfe at Louisburg, and the Siege of Quebec,
and under General Murray at Montreal. For
nine years he was captain of the Forss Volun-
teers. He was interred with military honours
by his own Company in presence of a vast
concourse of peonle.

Ibid.—Died, at Flowerbum, on the 19th ult..

Roderick Mackenzie of Flowerburn, in the 84th

year of his age.

April 10.—A correspondent states that the mem-
bers of the Easter Ross Farmers' Club and
others in that quarter raised a subscription

for destroving crows in 1811, in consequence of

which 5722 were killed. A subscription of the

same kind was entered into in 1812.

Ibid.—The first Fiars' Court ever held in Suther-
land, assembled at Dornoch on 19th February,
u.ndfer the presidency of Sheriff-Substitute

Mackid, whose address on the occasion was
published in this issue. The Sheriff mentioned
the singular fact that this was the first Court
of the kind held in the County, savins that
many reasons might be assigned for the Sheriffs

having hitherto overlooked the matter, but he
would not trouble the jury with stating them.
H« dwelt, however, with satisfaction on the
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fact that juries had rarely to be summoned in

SutherlaDiCl, as crimei was scarcely known in the

County exoept in name.
Ibid.—Died, on 27th March, at Grantown, John

Grant, in his 92nd year. He had Hved under
four lairds of Grant, and possessed a remark-
able fund of anecdotes and traditions of the
County. Hj6 conducted fleets of rafts from the

fir woods to the sea at Garmouth, and was at

one time known as Admiral of the Spey, as he
had charge of all the Glenmore Company's
timber. "A few years since his leading raft

struck upon a rock near Kothes, as his sight was
failing, and went to pieces ; he disappeared,

but a young man, leading the succeeding raft,

seeing a boat and a boy crossing near them,
sprang into it, and getting a view of John's
hjea.d above water, brought him out, and he
soon recovered. Upon his return home, worthy
Sir James Grant took his promise never to go
upon the Spey any more, which he sacredly

kept. Such as have been at Castla Grajit must
have observed in the Great Hall a remarkable
Highlander's full picture, with whiskers, and a

large crooked sabre. This was his father,

Alhster Moir Grant, attached to the family as

the son was, and much regarded by them. Sir

James Grant dressed him lately in his own In-

verness-shire Lieutenancy uniform, of which he
was very proud, and he, for the last time, went
in them to Castle Grant in September last, to

pay his duty to the family."

April 24.
—"The most noble Jane Duchess of Gor-

don died on Saturday the 11th curt., in the

Pulteney Hotel, London. Her Grace was the

eldest daughter of Sir Wm. Maxwell of Mon-
reith, Bart., was born in 1746, and married to

the present Duke of Gordon, October 23rd,

1767, by whom She had, now living, one son,

the ivlarquis of Huntly, and five daughters,

namely, the Duchess of Richmond, Lady
MadeUna Palmer, the Duchess of Manchester,

the Marchioness of Comwallis, and the Duchess

of Bedford. She had a second son, Alexander,

who died about four years ago. The remaiiis

of her Grace were removed from the Pulteney

Hotel on Friday last, in order to be conveyed

to her beautiful seat of Kinrara. The Marquis

of Huntly accompanies the mournful procession

to witness her Grace's interment."

May 1.—Foundation stone of the bridge over the

Beauly laid by Hon. Colonel Fraser of Lovat

on the 27th ult.

>Iay 8.—There is a short memoir in this issue of

Major John Mackenzie Scott, who fell at the

battle of Albuera on 16th May 1811. He was
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a native of Inverness, eldest son of William
Scott of Seabank, and entered the army at the
age of 17, being appointed ensign in the (iith

by his relative, Lord Seaforth. Major Scott
had an active and distinguished career.

May 29.—On Monday, the 11th inst., the remains
of the Duchess of Gordon were interred at Kin-
rara, in compliance with her own desire,

expressed at different times during her life,

and more earnestly on her deathbed. Twenty-
three days were occupied in the journey from
London to Pitmain, where the procession
arrived on Saturday tie 9th. The most grati-

fying marks of civility were shown to the

attendants in all the places through which they
passed. The Marquis of Huntly, who had never
left his mother during her last illness, left Lon-
don vrith the procession, but came by a different

route to Scotland to meet and' join it on the
borders of his father's property at Dalnac<ardoch,

in Perthshire. At an early hour oni the lltli

the body was moved from Pitmain and con-

signed to the grave. There was a large attend-

ance of gentlemen and a great concourse of

people from the district.

Ibid.—Memorial sketch of Lieut. -Colonel William
Campbell, who was mortally wounded in the

moment of victory at the head of the 78th
Regiment in the attack on Fort Cornelis, Island

of Java. He was the third son of John Camp-
bell of Ensay. ne was advanced some paces

before the 78th and in the act of turning round
to cheer them on to the assault when he was
struck down by grape shot.

June 5 and 12.—These two numbers contain a

biographical account of General Mackenzie
Fraser, who was bom in 1758, and saw distin-

guished service with the 2nd Battalion 73rd

Highlanders and the 78th Highlanders. He
also commanded the expedition to Egypt in

1807, and a, division under Sir John Moore in

1809, being present at the battle of Corunna.

He served in the Walcheren Expedition, was
invalided home, and died on 13th September

1809, at the age of 51. He was M.P.
for Oromarty from 1802, and for Ross-

shire from 1805 until the date of his

dieath. General Mackenzie Fraseir was born at

Tore, in the County of Ross. He was a

younger son of Colin Mackenzie of Kilcoy, and
was bom after his father's death. His mother
was Martha Fraser, eldest daughter of Fraser of

Inverallochy, in the County of Aberdeen. In

1803 he acquired the estate of InveraUochy by
the settlement of his mother, and added the

name of Fraser to his paternal surname. A
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fine portrait of Gteneral Mackenzie Eraser a.p-

pears in Major Davidson's History of the 78th
Regiment, recently published.

June 12.—The contractors for constructing an
iron bridge across Bonar Ferry had succeeded
in laying the foundation of the water abutment,
"contrary to the expectation of all those who
are acquainted with the obstacles which the
depth and strength of the current presented."

July 3.—On Wednesday, 30th June, the Rev.
Simon Fraser was ordained by the Presbytery
of Inverness.

Ibid.—"On the 24th ult., died, at Struy, Strath-
glass, Mr James Rose, ofl5.cer of Excise, who by
a conscientious discharge of every duty, public

and private, rendered himself the objesct of uni-

versal regard. His funeral was attended by
upwards of 2000 persons, among whom were
many of the first rank, who afltectionately bore
his remains on their shoulders from his house
at Struy to the place of interment at Kirkhill,

a distance of at least twelve mUes." This was
a real Highland funeral, and given to an
Excise officer.

July 10.—William Raff, son of :> merchant in

Forres, drowned while bathing in the river

rindtom. He was in his 17th year.

Ibid.—Thomas Telford, the engineer, then resid-

ing at Clachnaharry, sends an eulogium on
John Leyden, from the pen of General Malcolm—"My respected friend' and schoolfellow," as

Telford calls him. The tribute originally ap-

peared in the "Bombay Courier."

July 17.—Mr dames Robertson announces that,

having purchased the grocery business so long

carried on by Mackintosh, Inglis, & Wilson,

he has assumed as his partners Bailie John
Mackenzie, Mr Hugh Innes, a.nd Mr John
Ferguson, and that the business will be con-

ducted under the firm of Robertson, Innes, and

Co. He mentions at the same time that Mr
Ferguson had been long associated with him in

the wine trade.

Ibid.—Died, lately, in the parish of Knockando,
County of Elgin, an eccentric character known
as Red Jean, or Jean Roy. She disliked her

own sex, and always pretended to be a man,

wearing aj kilt, jacket, and blue bonnet. She
generally wonted as a day labourer.

July 24.—On Tuesday, 21st curt., the majority

was celebrated of the Hon. William Macken-
zie, Master of Seaforth.

August 7.—^Account of a gallant action by "our

countryman, Lieut. Warrand, ' who commanded
his Majesty's schooner Sealark, 10 guns. Being

olf Start Point on 21st July, Lieut. Warrand
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leaJmed that a large lugger was chasing and
firing at two merchant vessels. He immediately
gave chase, and after a sha-rp action, captured
the lugger. The enemy proved to be the Ville

de Caen, Captain Cocket, of 16 guns and 75
men, belonging to St Maloes. fShe had sailed

from the Isle of Bas the day before. The Sea-
lark had seven men killed, and twenty-three
wounded, among the latt^ the gallant Lieu-
tenant. The Frenchman had her captaia and
fourteen men killed, and sixteen wounded.
Lieut. Warrand was promoted to the rank of

Master and Commander in consideration of his

braveTv and good conduct.
Ibid.—An English provincial paper contained the

following paragraph :
—"A cast iron bridge on

a new plan is now reared for public inspection
by Mr Hazeldine, in front of his foundry at

Plaskynaston, where it forms a new object of

attraction and wonder to the visitors of Llan-
gollen Vale and the Aqueduct. This stupendous
bridge is constructed for the purpose of being
erected at Bonar Ferry, over the Dornoch Firth,

and will connect the counties of Ross and
Sutherland. It is a, single arch of 150 feet in

spam, the main ribs are 3 feet wide by 2^ feet

thick, and the roadway is supported by them
in. lozenges. The design is by T. Telford, Esq.

,

and the abutments are building by Mr Simpson,
of Shrewsbury, and Mr Cargil, of the Cale-

donian Canal." The bridge was at this date

on its wav to Bonar.
Ibid.—^A fishery ofiicer was placed at Tobermoby

for the convenience of the boats engaged in the
herring fishing.

Ibid.—A show of live stock was held at Bridgend of

Alness on the 4th by the Wester Ross and
Easter Ross Farmer Clubs.

August 14.—The Morayshire Farmer Club held

a show [presumably at Elgin] to encourage the
imnrovement of the breeds of black cattle and
draught horses. After the show a party of 50
dined at Pearey's. The Duke of Gordon was
present, but his son, the Marquis of Huntly,
occupied the chair, with Ballindalloch as crou-

pier. "His lordship gave an excellent turtle,

dressed by his own cook in the highest perfec-

tion, and some of the finest old cheese and High-
land whisky that had ever been tasted by the
Club." The Duke of Gordon presented to the

Club a silver cup bearing an engraving of a
plough, with the motto, "God speed the plough."
The prize at the show for the best bull was
awarded to Sir William Gordon Gumming,
Bart, of Altyte.

August 28.—Gratification is expressed at the
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prospect of an abumdaut harvest through the
whole country. "Neither blight, smut, mil-
dew, or any other injurious visitation has yet
been witnessed."

Ibid.
—

"Died, on the 8th June last, at his estate

in Demerara, Alexander Macrae, Esq., a mem-
ber of the Court of Policy of that Colony, and
chief of the respectable and ancient family of

his name in the Highlands of Scotland."
September 4.

—"Sabbath last, the Rev. John Mac-
donell, of Forres, baptised the infant son of the
Rev. Dr Brichan, of Dyke, by the name of Wel-
lington."

Ibid.—^Lieutenant and Adjutant James Davidson,
of the 27th Regiment, killed at the battle of

Salamanca, was second son of John Davidson,
collector of the Land Tax of the County of

Caithness. Another son. Captain Sinclair

Davidson, of the 79th Regiment, fell while gal-

lantly leading his company to victory at the
battle of Fuentes d'Honore. Both were officers

of great promise.

September 18.—At the Circuit Court, held on the

15th, Lord Hermandl presiding, a man named
Robert Ferguson, a cartwiight, was tried for

the murder of Captain Charles Munro, of the
42nd Regiment, at a smithy in the parish of

Resolis, Ross-shire. Captain Munro entered
the smithy about five o'clock in the afternoon

on the 2nd of June. Ferguson entered sho'rtly

afterwards, and began to swear at the Captain,
who pushed him out. Returning with an open
knife, Ferguson plunged it into the side of

Captain Munro, who died the following even-
ing, remarking before he expited that "He
wished he had fallen on the field of battle." The
accused was convicted, and sentenced to be
executed at Inverness on 30th October.

September 25.
—

"Died, on the 19th ult., at Gib-
raltar, where he had resided for half a centuty
as an eminent merchant, John Smith, Esq.,
aged 75, sind formerly of Inverness. His re-

mains were followed to the grave by all the

chief civil and military authorities of the garri-

son, who were equally anxious to pay him that
compliment which his long respectable life so

justly entitled him to."

October 9.—-Proclamation dissolving Parliament
and calling a new one, the writs made return-

able on 24th November. It is announced that
Sir James Mackintosh, who was expected to
stand for the county of Nairn, could not come
forward, as he had not been infefted a sufficient

length of time to allow of his being admitted
to the roll of Freeholders. Mr Innes of Loch-
alsh had declined to ofF^r himself again for the
County of Ross.
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October 16.—Mr J. P. Grant of Rothiemurchus
elected one of the representatives for East
Grimsby.

Ibid.—Died, at the Manse of Urquhart, Eoss-

shire, on the 1st October, in the 64th year of

liis age and 38th of his ministry, the Rev.
Charles Calder, minister of Urquhart, a man
eminently devoted to his divine Master's ser-

vice. A short memoir bears testimony to the

ciety, talent, kindliness, and ministerial use-

fulness of Ml- Calder. "His correct classical

task, refined by early, assiduous study, gave a

suiierior polish to his compositions, which were
always distinguished for elegance and ingenuity,

and served to commend, to the most fastidious

ear, the weighty sentiments which he drew,

pure and genuine, from the sacred fountain, of

truth."

October 23.—The man Robert Ferguson, convicted

of murder, was respited for fourteen days, on
account of the electiom of a member for the

Burghs on the 30th, and of a member for the

County on the Friday following.

Ibid.—The ingathering of the crops, which pro-

mised to be so plentiful, was greatly delayed

by unfavourable weather. Even, im the "low
country" the crop was far from being secured.

Octobe!r 30.—Freedom of the burgh conferreid on

Sir James Mackintosh. It is not stated that

Sir James was present.

Ibid.—Colonel Rose of Kalravock elected member
of Parliament for the County of Nairn. Sir

James Dunbar of Boath, who proposed to come
forward, waived his claims in favour of Colonel

Rose.
Ibid.—The Northern Meeting was held the pre-

vious week, and largely attended'. "Owing to

the unfavourable state of the weather, the sports

of the field afforded but little enjoyment ; this

was, however, fully compensated by the social

intercourse of the festive board and the bril-

liancy of the ball-room. On the last night of

this gay scene, the Hon. Colonel A. Frase'r of

Lovat and his amiable lady entertained' a select,

though very numerous, party of the. ladies and
gentlemen who attended the Meeting at their

beautiful residence called the Barracks, in the
immediate neighbovfohood of this place, and
from which they reluctantly dleparted at an
advanced hour of the following morning."

Ibid.—On Wednesday, 21st inst., the anniver-
sary of Trafalgar was celebrated at Forres. The
Duke of Gordon was in the chair, and the Mar-
quis of Huntly croupier. Sir James Mackintosh
was also ptesent. The Duke of Gordon pre-

sented a silver cup to the Club, inscribed—"In
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memory of Lord! Nelson's victories of the Nile,

Copenhagen, and Trafalgar." The Rev. Mr
Gordon, BamfE, also presented a handfeome
bronze medal, beajing a lifaeness of Lord Nel-
son.

November 6.—The election of a member for the
Inverness Burghs took place on the previous
Friday, when Charles Grant, yr. of Wattelr-

nish, was unanimously chosen. On his election,

Mr Grant addressed his constituents in a speech
wliich runs to three columns of the paper. It

was a powerful and eloquent address, rather

more ornat-e than we are accustomed to now-a-
days, but animated and lofty in tone, and
marked bv felicity of phrase. The member
strongly defended a vote which he had recently

given in favour of Catholic emancipation, or

tather in favour of an inquiry to ascertain

whether the Catholic claims could be safely

conceded. He also spoke in indignant terms
of the recent assassination of the Prime Minis-

ter, Mr Perceval. The closing sentences of this

passage may be quoted as a specimen of the ad-

dress :

—"Who," he asked, "can forget that

eloquence, not perhaps of the highest orddr,

yet distinguished by traits of greatness ; mot,

perhaps, measured in its march nor nurtured' in

the shady spaces of philosophy, yet keen, active,

penetratiuET ; admirably fitted for combat,
pliable in its movements, invincible in debate,

triumphant in reply—^that eloquence which,

without courting the flowers of fancy, was yet

sometimes elevated to a sublime height by the

mere force of inward sentiment, by the intense

conviction of an inward and high-toned princi-

ple? Well do I remembet the indignant tones

in. which, but a few nights before his death,

heasserteidthecause of the Constitution; when
in allusion to the disturbances which have dis-

graced England, in a speech literally cairried

along by the acclamations of an admiring audi-

ence, he reprobated the opinion of those who
recommended delay in the use of coercive

measures, when he exclaimed, 'Shall we await

to see who is the next victim of assassination?'

Gentlemen, his murderer was then in the

House of Commons. Those words were at that

moment ringing in the ears of him who was
destined to make them prophetic." After his

election, Mr Grant gave a splendid entertain-

ment to the leading inhabitants of the town
and neighbourhood, upwards of a hundred being

present.

Ibid.—On October 29th, Colonel Francis William
Grant of Grant was unanimously elected mem-
ber for the County of Elgin, and on the 30th,
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Patrick Milne of Oimmongaite was elected for

the Elgin District of Burghs. On the 30th,

Hugh Imnes of Locbalsh was elected for the

Northern Burghs, and on the 28th, James Mac-
donald (no designation given) was elected for

the Ck>unty of Sutherland. On the 2nd, Robert
AbercromlDy of Birkenbog was elected for the

County of Banff.

November 13.—On the previous Friday, Mr
Cliarles Grant of Watemish (father of the burgh
membet) was una,nimously re-elected member
for the County of Inverness. Mr Grant's speech

on the occasion is reported at a length of two
columns. Though not so eloquent as his sou's

address, it is compact and well expressed. Mr
Grant considered that there was no alternative

to the war with France. Any peace with
Napoleom would be a false and hollow peace,

fatal to us. "We alone," said Mr Grant, "stand

erect amidst the wreck of nations. The rest

of Europe has been compelled to bend to a ruth-
less despot." The speaker also defended the
vote he had given in favour of an inquiry into

the Catholic claims. "Into this inquiry he was
willing to go, though he confessed the temper
which the Catholic body, or at least those dele-

gated hy them, had of late shown was not
encouraging. They urged their claims im an
imperious spirit, which treated even previous

inquiry as injurious to them." In his closing

speech, Mr Grant said "that during the ten

years he has sat in Parliament, he had not
asked or received anything for himself or any
one belonging to him from any administration.

The advantages he had acquired in life flowed

from that service to which he had been from
his early years attached : his highest honour
from the oflSce to which he had that day been
nominated. Feeling the employments rtf active

life still easy to him, it had been a gri'Jfication

to him to renew the tender of his services to

the county, and he was still more gratified by
the generous manner in which the Freeholders

had been pleased to accept them." After the

election a dinner was given, at which Colonel

Fraser of Lovat presided.

Ibid.—The same issue contains a report of the

contested election for the County of Ross, which
took place at Tain on the 3rd inst. The can-

didates were the Hon. William Frederick Mac-
kenzie, eldest son of Lord Seaforth, and Sir

Charles Ross of Balnagown. The Hon. Wm.
Mackenzie was elected by a maijority of 17
votes, 29 freeholders having voted for the suc-

cessful candidate, and 12 for his opponent.

Ibid.—̂ The dignity of ba'ronet was conferred on
jEneas Mackintosh of Mackintosh.
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Ibid.—^What was caJled the Nairnshire Meeting,
a county association of natives in Lomdon, dined
on tlie 5th at the City of London Tavern. The
members present drank to the memory of the
late Mr Straith, the burgh schoolmaster, by
whom most of them had! beem educated.

Ibid.
—"Died, at Bught, on the. 4th ciirt., Duncan

Gra.nt of Bught, in the 82nd year of his age.

His funerjil was attended by every individual
member of the six Incorporated Trades of In-

verness, who to show tJieir attachment to the
remains of their oashieir for the long period of

56 years, insisted on carrying his body to the
place of interment."

November 20.—^Robert i'erguson, the murderer
of Captain Mim'ro, was executed on the 13th.

The place of execution is not mentioned, though
it is stated that there was a great concourse
of spectators. The prisoner addressed the mul-
titude in Gaelic, ackinowledging the justice of

his sentence. "He then made many suitable

reflections on his own situation, andl stated that

till some time after he was confined in the prison

of Inverness, he had not access to the Sdrip-

tures ; that, by the benevolence of well-disposed

persons in Inverness, he was soon taught to

read, and that ever since the Word of God had
been his only comfort." Ferguson had been in

prison for about five months. He was attended

to the scaffold by the Rev. T. Fraser and the

Rev. D. Martin, ministers of Inverness.

Ibid.—The bridge of Bonar is officially declared

"finished and complete," and open to travellers.

Ibid.
—"On Tuesday last, Mr Charles Grant, M.P.

fo'r the burgh, gave a ball and) supper to a

numerous assemblage of beauty and fashion

from this and the neighbouring counties."

Ibid.—Report of a dinner on the election of Mr
Canning for Liverpool. The chair on the occa-

sion "was most ably and respectably filled by
John Gladstone, Esq," the father of William
Ewafrt Gladstone.

November 27.
—"Died, at Ness-side, having nearly

attained his 88th year, PBineas Mackintosh of

Drummond, many years Provost of Inverness.

The kindness and gentleness of his disposition,

the u'rbanity of his manners, and the goodness

of his heart, will endear amd perpetuate his

memory to his numerous acquaintances, while

his death must prove a source of sincere re-

gret to all his friends and' relations."

December 4.—The weather is again reported as

extremely unfavourable, and the harvest not

yet over "in the intetnal parts of the country."

December 11.
—"Duncan George Forbes, Esq. of

CuUoden, has presented the Rev. John Mac-
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domald, minister of the Gaelic Ohapel in Edin-
burgh, to the church and pajish of Urquhart,
PresDvt«ry of Dingwall, vacant by the death
of the last incumbent." This was the beginning
of the ministry in Ferrintosh of Dr Macdonald,
"the Apostle of the North."

Decembe'r 25.—The leading article in this issue is

headed—"Most Glorious News ! Total Defeat

of the French Army in Russia. " Previous issues

contained long accounts of the disastrous cam-
paign' of Napoleon in Russia.

Ibid.
—

"Married, at Edinburgh, on the 16th De-
cember, James Gooden, Esq., merchant, Lon-
don, to Miss C3iisholm, daughter of the late

Alexander Chisholm of Chisholm, Esq."

The following paragraph appears in James
Suter's Memorabiliai :—^"1812.—Head of Church
Street wideraed. Expense, £600, paid by the

Burgh. On the site of some old houses, pulled

down at this period, the fine structure called

Geddes's Building was erected."
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No. VII.

The year 1813 brought to a climax the great
Continental war with Napoleon. The destruc-
tion of the French Army in Russia in 1812
undermined the power of the French Emperor,
and during the year 1813 he was making super-
uuman efforts to meet the Allied nations. His
overwhelming defeat at Leipsic in October
ensured his overthrow, although his abdication
did not occur till the following year. In 1813
Wellington was steadily advancing through
the Peninsula, driving Soult before him. At
the same time Britain was involved in a war
with the United States of America, which
began tne previous year. The right of search

was the question in dispute. "The British

claim to board American vessels and remove
all who were suspected of being English sub-

jects, was certainly a monstrous excess of

power ; but if the Democrats, on acceding to

office, had exhibited as much willingness as

their predecessors to give up deserters from
the British flag, it is probable that the alleged

right of search would have led to no more
dif&culty under the rule of Jefferson and Madi-

son than under that of Washington and
Adams. England took the law into her own
hands in far too dictatorial a manner; but

she had a real grievance. The Democrats

were always opposed to the surrender of British

seamen. They saw that the loss of her sailors

was weakening England, and in an equal de-

gree strengthening America ; and they desired

to promote both results by every means in

their power. Thus out of a conflict of in-

terests arose the war." (Cassell's History of

the United States.) It will be seen that in

course of the year an American privateer did

some damage to shipping on the Northern

coasts of Scotland.

From the "Inverness Journal."

1813.

January 1.—The news of the astounding loss of

the French army in Russia continues to be the

great topic for comment. Bonaparte now, as

always—^but now more than ever—figures as

a despot and destroyer, the scourge of the
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human race. It is related mtSi satisfaction

that he skulked into Paris at night Uke a

dteserter, leaving the miserable remains of his

army far behind at Smorgoni and Wilna.

January 15.—At a County meeting on the 8th,

at which the Hon. A. Fraser of Lovat presided,

it was resolved to raise a subscription for the

relief of the suffering people of Russia. At
a town meeting on the 11th—Provost Grant in

the chair—a similar resolution was adopted.

Ibid.—The d^eatb is announced of the Right Hon.
A. Fraser-Tytler, Lord' Woodhouslee, one of

the Judges of the Court of Session and of

Justiciary. "He formerly held the important

situations of Depiity Judge-Advocate for Scot-

land', and Professor of History in the Uni-
versity of Edinbu'rglh ; and was appointed

a Judge of the Court of Session in 1802, and
of Justiciary in 1811. His lordship was
author of several valuable works, both in law
and polite literature. He was distinguished as

an able and upright Judge, and' an elegant

writer."

January 29.—The Magistrates and' Town Coun-
cil of Inverness, "with a due regard to the
distresses of the lower classes," resolved to

grant a premium of on© shilling for every boll

of meal brong^ht into the Inverness Market for

the ensuing six months.
February 5.—Mr John Macandrew was admitted
a practitioner in the Sheriff, Commissary, and
Burgh Courts of Inverness.

February 12.—The whole of tibe First Regiment
of Local Militia, commanded by the Hon.
Colonel A. Fraser of Lovat, volunteered their

services for a, further period of four years,

and that without any bounty. In the next
issne it is stated that the complement of the
regiment was 1000 ; that not a man was above
30 years of age ; and that the Officer-Com-
manding had been obliged to decline the ser-

vices of hundreds who had' come forward be-

yond the number required to complete the
i«giment.

Ibid.—A number of persons detected in malting
and distilling contrary to law were brought
before the Justices of Peace and' fined. Some
of the distillers were fined as high as £50, and
none less than £20. It was stated that smug-
gling was carried on to an enormous extent.

February 19.—A number of sheep farms on the
estate of Glengarry advertised to let.

Ibid.
—"Died, at Scor'riebreck, in the Isle of

Skye, in the 87th year of his age, Malcolm
Nicolson, Esq., who, with his predecessors,

lineally and without interruption, possessed that
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farm for many centuries back. H© was pos-
sessed of universal benevolence and charity,
beloved and esteemed by his family, in which
he presided as an affectionate husband, a
dutiful father, and faithful friend, and his

amiable and endeairing qualities will be long
remembered and respected by a numerous circle

of his friends and acquaintances."
February 26.—Died, at Fortrose, on the 18th

inst., the Rev. Andi'ew Bonniman, A.M.,
rector of the Academy there. Tribute is paid
to his talents, his solid acquirements, and un-
remitting attention to duty.

Tbid.—^At Hadky, in the County of Herts, Mrs
Mary Humberston Mackenzie, widow of the
late Major Mackenzie, and mother of Lord
Seaforth.

March 12.—-It is announced that Sir John Mac-
gregor Murray intends to present a copy of

Stewart's Gaelic G-rammar, lately published,
to the Schoolmaster of every Highland parish
in Scotland. Those intended for schools

throughout the North had already been for-

warded.
Ibid.—On the Sunday previous, while the people

were assembling in the Church of Rosskeen,
a part of the loft, which was crowded, yielded

suddenly with a crash, exciting the greatest

alarm. In endeavouring to escape, many
persons were trampled down and dreadfully

bruised. Two women subsequently died, and
others were said to be in a hopeless condition.

April 2.—In a circular letter, addressed to the

Lords-Lieutenant of the different counties. Go-
vernment gave notice that after the 24th inst.

,

the services of the greater part of the Volun-
teer infantry of the country would be dispensed

with.

April 16.—^A long meeting of Directors of the

Royal' Academy to discuss charges brought by
a correspondent signing "Invemessicus."

May 7.—It is stated^ that a building in a central

part of London, namely, in Cross Street,

Hatton Garden, had been purchased for use as

a Gaelic Chapel, "wherein divine service is

now regularly performed by an ordained

clergyman, agreeably to the forms observed

in the Highlands." The Duke of Sussex (Earl

of Inverness) and the Hon. Colonel Fraser of

Lovat each gave a hundred goiineas to the funds

for the chapel.

May 14.—The Rev. Thomas Bain, A.M., ap-

pointed rector of the Fortrose Academy.
Ibid.—At the Balnagown sale of cattle on the

10th inst., a yearling bull sold for upwards of

£26, a two-year-old for upwards of £42, and.
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several heifers for £16 and £17 each. "This

breed' of Highland cattle has been brought to

great perfection on Balnagown Farm, and their

reputation, is so high that one bull and two
heifers were purchased to be sent to Hudson's

Bay, and several to the most distant parts of

Scotland.

"

May 27.
—"On Friday the 30th last month there

was launched at Stornoway, witnessed by a

great concourse of people, a fine new brig,

about 200 tons burthen, the largest vessel ever

built in the Hebrides. She went into the water

in the fiaest style, and immediately on her start-

ing was with the usual ceremonies honoured
with the name of Lord Macdonald."

May 28.—Died, at Inverness, on the 22nd, at the

age of 45, Colonel John C. Halket Craigie,

Commanding the Northern Military District.

He seems to have served in the district for 10

years, and was grea,tly respected.

Ibid.
—"An act of intrepidity was performed at

Portsmouth on Monday se'enight, which we
have peculiar gratification in noticing. Three
oflicers of the Inverness Militia were in a plea-

sure boat, and when sailing between the prison

ships, a sudden current of wind upset the boat,

which having heavy ballast, immediately sank.

Two of the ofiioers could swim, and they kept
themselves upon the surface until boats took
them up; but the other was in the most im-
minent danger of drowning. A French prisoner

on board the Crown, named Morand, the mo-
ment he saw the officer struggling, jumped off

the gangway into the water, and' by putting
his feet under the ofiicer's body as he was sink-

ing, raised him to the surface, and then held
him fast until further assistance was obtained.
A proper representation has been made to the
Government, and no doubt one part of the
brave fellow's reward will be a release from
his present situation."

June 4.—Died, at his father's house, near Lon-
don, Thomas Cockburn Ross, Captain, 11th
Portuguese Light Infantry, and Lieutenant in

the Queen's, eldest son of John Cockburn Koss
of Shandwick, Ross-shire. He had been en-
gaged in the battles of Vimiera, Talavera, the
Douro, and other actions in the Peninsula.
Althoiigh he was unhurt in these actions, his

constitution became impaired, and he died in
the prime of youth.

Ibid.—Report of a speech in the House of Com-
mons by Mr Charles Grant, jun., M.P. for
the Inverness Burghs, in favour of Catholic
emancipation. "It had been the boast of Lord
Chatham," he said, "that he had sought for
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virtue among the mountains of Scotland, and
ttat he had found it. Let them seek for it

amidst the marshes of Ireland and they would
as surely find it." Mr Grant stated that there
were at that moment in the Austrian Army
thirty Generals and a number of officers of

snibordinate rank who were Irish Catholics.

"Guilt and shame must certainly attach to

any country that could thus refuse to avail

itself of the services of its sons."

June 11.—"We have authority to state that in

consequence of the support and interest of the

House of Cawdor, in the County of Nairn,

being given to Sir James Mackintosh, Captain
Charles Campbell, of the Navy, disposed of

his fr«ehold in that shire."

June 18.—Died, in the Island of Java, on the

29th July 1812, lieut. Alexander Morrison,

of the 78th Regiment, eldest son of the Rev.
Mr Morrison, minister of Kintail. He was
present with his regiment at the capture of

Batavia, and with a subsequent expedition.

A brother officer wrote that "he was one of the

finest fellows he ever knew."
June 25.—Among the Acts relating to Scotland

which received the Royal Assent on the 3rd

inst. was the following :
—"An Act to amenci

and' enlarge the powers of an Act passed in

the 45th year of his present Majesty, for assess-

ing the proprietors of Lands in the County of

Ross towards the expense of making and sup-

porting certain Roads and Bridges therein;

and of an Act passed in the 47th year of his

present Majesty for Regulating and Converting

the Statute Labour in the Counties of Ross

and Cromarty, and palrt of the County of

Nairn locally situated' in the County of Ross

;

and of an Act passed in the 50th year of his

present Majesty for amending and enlarging the

powers of the two first-mentioned Acts."

July 2.—'Sir James Mackintosh was on the 28th

ult. unanimously elected member of Parliament

for the County of Nairn, in room of Hugh
Rose of ICilravock, who had accepted the Chil-

tem Hundreds.
Ibid.—Extract of a letter from a correspondent

in Skye :
—"It may be worthy of notice in your

paper that last spring theie were about 1200

persons inoculated; in the Isle of Skye with the

cowpox, and afterwards with the smallpox, but

none of them were affected by it. This I have

from the medical gentlemen who inoculated

them. There were more than the above num-
ber who were not inoculated with the cowpox,

all of whom took the smallpox. This \s per-

haps as strong a proof as has appeared of the

benefits derived from vaccination." The ex-

9
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planatiou of this someTrhat extraordinary com-
mimicatioii seems to be that the second set were
inoculated; with smallpox without being vaccin-

ated'.

July 9.—Great delight expressed at Wellington's

decisive victory over the French at the battle

of Vittoria, fought on 21st June. The French
on that occasion lost 151 guns, 415 caissons,

and aU their baggage. It was after this battle

that Wellington) was made a Field-Marshal.

Ibid.—An American privateer, the Blockade of

Rhode Island, Manly Swat, commander, cap-

tured on the 27th ult. off Cape Wrath, the sloop

Six Sisters, of Inverness, and the brig Daphne,
of Kirkwall. She also made several other cap-

tures, including a vessel, the Experiment, of

Dumfries, laden with timber for Beauly. The
master of this vessel was at the time in a state

of mental derangement, and the privateer

allowed her to depart, after sending his

surgeon on board to bleed the unfortunate man.
He took from the vessel, however, all her charts,

books, two muskets, a spy-glass, and some
coals. According to the mate of the Experi-
ment, the Blockade was about 200 tons

burthen, mounted 18 long 9-pounders ; 2 12-

pounders, and 1 32-pounder in the middle of

the main deck. Another . correspondent de-

scribed her as mounting 10 guns, with » com-
plement of 70 men. The Experiment put into

Scalpay Sound, Isle of Skye, on the 29thi ult.

A Broadfobd correspondent, who sends the
particulars, writes:

—
"It is remarked here the

hardship of the coast being unprotected. We
have not a red-coat to turn out, although the

Yankees should take it into their heads to

annoy us on shore. The local Militia

(Srd Inverness) has been dismissed, and the

Volunteers also ; and the Isle of Skye, though
in importance not inconsiderable, is quite de-

femoeless." On the 28th, his MajestVs sloop,

Cherokee, Captain Rammage, sailed from
Thurso in pursuit of the privateer.

Ibid.—Married, at Edinburgh, on 2nd July, Sir

David Hunter Blair of Brownhill, Bart. , to Mis?
Dorothy Hay Mackenzie, second daughter of

Edward Hay Mackenzie of Newhall and Oo-
marty. The marriage was celebrated with bon-
fires on the Cromarty estates.

Julv 16.—This number contains an account of

the famous action fought on 1st June between
the American frigate Chesapeake, Captain
Lawrence, and the British frigate, Shannon,
Captain Broke. It is worth while quoting the
story as told by tHe Editor of the Journal at

the time in his own words :
—"The action was
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fougut off Boston, and took place in consequence
of a challenge sent by Captain Broke to the
American Commander, inviting him to try his

strength. The Chesapeake was superior in

size, superior in weight of metal, and superior
in numbers to the Shannon. She came out
fresh from her own port, in all the complete-
ness of preparation, in all the consciousness
of superiority, and in all the confidence of con-
quest. She was attended by several Am£rican
barks and boats, laden with the friends
andl coiuntrymeu of her crew, eager to witness
the battle and the victory ; but in 15 minutes
after she came into action she was forced to

yield to the gallantry of her antagonist.
Twelve minutes after the action began our sea-

men boarded, and three minutes were sufficient

to complete the business. This intelHgence
will be received with feelings of satisfaction,

greater, perhaps, than the cause altogether war-
rants. We know that the result of the contest

is precisely what we do and ought to expect
from the valour of British seamen—that we
have no reason to exult in it—but still it is in

a high degree pleasurable to receive this

practical demonstration of the truth of what
we have ever affirmed, that with anything like

equal means, the spirit and skill of oui navy
is irresistible." It may be added that Ameri-
can seamen had. notable victories to boast of

diunng the war, and the exploit of the Shannon
was all the more gratifyintr to the British.

Cap/tain Lawlience, of the Chesapeiake, was
mortally wounded in the action above recorded,

and during the remaining four days of his bfe,

in moments of delirium, he often exclaimed,

"Don't give up the ship." He was buried at

Halifax, in Nova Scotia, with the honours of

war, some of the oldest Captains in the British

Navy carrying the paU.

July 23.—On the previous Monday night or

Tuesday morning, a non-commissioned officer.

Sergeant Andrew CuUen, of the 21st Regi-

ment, then stationed at Fort-George, killed

his wife by stabbing her with a chisel. He
afterwards inflicted severe wounds on himself.

CuUen had been intoxicated for some days
when he committed the drime.

Ibid.—American privateers continue to infest the

West Coast. A vessel belonging to Mr Mac-
donald, Lochinver, with salt and' other stores

for the herring fishing, was captured within
half-a-mil© of his dwelling-house.

Ibid.—The death is announced of Lieut. Colin

Mackenzie, of the 71st Regiment, killed at the

battle of Vittoria. He was a son of John Mac-
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kenide of Kincraig, Ross-shire, and was much
regretted.

July 30.—Died, at Thurso, on the 20th inst., the

Rev. WUliam Munro, parochial schoolmaster

of Thurso. He is spoken of as a particularly

diligent and successful t-eacher.

Ibid.—On Saturday last a detachment from the

2nd Battalion of the 42nd Regiment, consist-

ing of 70 privates, 4 sergeants, 4 corporals,

and 7 officers, ©mbarked on board the Inver-

ness Packet for London, with a view to join

their gallant companions in Spain. At this

time the Inverness Militia were encamped on
Kouthsea Common.

August 6.—After the inspection of the 1st Regi-

ment of Ross-shire Local Militia, a ball was
held at Dingwall, which is described in glow-

ing terms. "Dancing commenced with reels,

in which the charming Ladjy Mackenzie of

Avoch shone with unrivalled splendour." Her
husband. Sir Alexander luackenzie, the explorer

of the North-West, was also present. "That
celebrated and ingenious philosopher, Sir

Humphrey Davy," was in the neighbourhood,
but was prevented from being present by a

severe cold. His wife, however, "the fascin-

ating Lady Davy," was a centre of attraction.

The ball was given by Lieut. -Ckjlonel Munro of

Culcairn and the officers of the regiment.

August 17.—The Wester and Easteir Ross Far-

mer dubs held again a united show at Alness.

The Mb-rayshire Farmer Club also held a show
at Elgin, at which they distributed a hundred
guineas in prizes. One of the objects of the

latter club was to establish in the County and
to bring to its utmost perfection "the true

Scots bneed of black cattle." [Six weeks are

missing from the filte after this datei.]

October 1.—The Gazette notice recording the fall

of St Sebastian is given in this issue.

Ibid.—Thomas G-ilzean was this year re-elected

Provost of Inverness.

October 15.—Killed in action with the enemy in

the river Elbe, Lieaitenant David Gray, of the

Royal Marines, serving on board his Majesty's
ship Desiree, and second son of Mr James
Gray, merchant, Inverness. He was interred

with military honours at Heligoland, and his

brother officers, in respect for his memory,
ordered a tomb-stone to be placed over his

remains.

October 29.—The Marquis of Huntly presented a

portrait of his mother, the late Duchess of

Gordon, to the Northern Meeting. The mem-
bers of the Meeting, to show their respect for

the Duchess, intended to commission a por-
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trait for themselves, but the Marquis of Huutly
insisted on making the presentation himself.

Ibid..
—

"Died, on the 8th of May, at the advanced
age of 80, on his estate of Gross Point, near
Detroit, in North Amierica, the Hon. Alexander
Grant, a member of his Majesty's Executive
and Legislative Council of Upper Canada, and
for nearly half-a-century Commodore of the
fleet on Lake Erie. This excellent man was
of the Glenmoristou family, and was a brother
to the late Patrick Grant, Esq. of Glenmoriston.
He went to America in 1754 as lieutenant in
one of the Highland regiments, and was in-
strumental, from his nautical knowledge, in
obtaining the command on Lake Champlain
during the war which conquered Canada from
France. During the rebellion of th« Colonies,
he was eminently useful on the upper lakes,

and also in administering the government of
Upper Canada after the death of General
Hunter. He has left one son, a lieutenant in
the Canada Regiment, and a numerous family
of daughters and grandchildren, who will long
cherish the remembrance of a fond and indul-

gent father."

November 5.—Andrew Cullen was executed at
Inverness on the previous Friday for the
murder of his wife. The plaoe of execution is

not mentioned. "Cullen was a man of

very strong mind, and his ingenuity as a
mechanic might have rendered him a valuable
member of society, had not his predilection

for drinking, which brought ihim to an untimely
end, proved an insuirmountable obstacle to the
regular prosecution of many excellent designs
which he had partially carried into effect."

Ibid.—Captain John Ross, of the 19th Portuguese,
and Lieutenant in the 92nd British Line, fell

at Mayo as the head of his company on the

31st August. He was the son of the Rev. John
Ross, minister of Rosskeen, and] a very pro-

mising officer.

November 12.—This number contains the news
of the great overthrow of Napoleon in the series

of battles at Leipsic in the middle of October.

The headings announcing the victory of the

Allies occupy nine lines in large type.

Ibid.—The Session of Parliament was opened on
Thursday the 4th. The Adldress in the House
of Commons was moved by Lord Compton, and
seconded by Mr Charles Grant, member for the

Inverness Bnrghs, "with that eloquence which

so particularly distingtoshes our member. " The
report of Mr Grant's speech occupies more than

two columns of the "Journal." Speaking of

the Alliance against Napoleon and the pros-



70 Inverness Courier Index. [1S13

pects of peace, the hon. member said
—"Anxious

as we are to procm'e pea^e, let us remember
by what means alone such a. peace can be ob-

tained as we can safely accept. Let us recol-

lect that it must not be a peace founded upon
a compromise of any great interest ; upon a
dereliction of any sacred principles ; the

creature of timidity on our part, of insolence

and artifice on the part of the enemy. It

must be a peace founded on mutual advantage
and mutual confidence, and' resting on the basis

of social order, law, and justice."

November 26.—Died, on Sunday the 7th inst., at

Brahan Castle, the Hon. Francis Mackenzie,
second son of Lord Seaforth.

December 3.—News of Wellington's victory over

Soult on the Nivelle.

December 10.—^At th© Nlairnshire meeting in

London a member pfetsented a subscription

paper for aiding the work of erecting a pier

at Nairn. A sum of £75 was subscribed, and
a Committee was appointed to correspond with
frienus in the North on the subject.

December 17.—-The Marquis of Huntly was mar-
ried on the 11th inst. to Elizabeth Brodie, only

daughter of Alexander Brodie of the Bum.
"This happy event took plaoe at Bath, and
the numerous friends of the distinguished couple

are manifesting their joy on the occasion by
public dinners, balls, and bon-fires, throughout
the counties of Aberdeen, Banff, and Moray,
&c. The marriage is celebrated in the

"Journal" in a song of nine stanzas, after the

style of Skinner's Tullochgorum. Subsequent
issues contain notices of rejoicings in numerous
districts of the Highlands.

Ibid.—Died, at Bught, on the 7th curt., Mrs
Jean Baillie, relict of the late Duncan Grant
of Bught, in the 82nd year of her age.

December 24.—Mr Charles Grrant, member for

the Burghs, was appointed one of the Lords of

the Treasury.

The following paragraph appears in James
Suter's Memorabilia:—"1813.—Embankment of

Town Lands at the Longman completed. Ex-
pense, £494, paid by the Burgh."



1814] File of Invernefis Journal. 71

No. vni.

The year 1814 witnessed the invasion of

France Dy the Allied Armies, the abdication
of Napoleon as Emperor of the French, and
his temporary exile to Elba. The Act of

Abdication was signed at Fontainebleau on
the 4th of April 1814. News, however, in
those days travelled slowly, and a week later

British and French were still fighting five

hundred miles from Paris. On the 10th,
Wellington defeated Soult at Toulouse. On
the 11th the French Marshal evacuated the
city, and Wellington, on entering it, found
the white flag flying and everybody wearing
the white cockade. On the afternoon of the
same day messengers arrived from Paris
bringing news of Napoleon's abdication and
the establishment of a provisional Government
in the name of Lotus XVJJLl. It was not,

however, until the 18th that Soult, having
received an order from Earthier, concluded
a convention with Wellington, putting a final

stop to hostilities. The war with the United
States went on during 1814, but a treaty of

peace was signed' at Ghent on the 24th of

December. The news did not reach the
States until after the attack on New Orleans,
which was disastrous to the British.

From the, " Inverness JoumaZ,"

1814.

January 7.—Furthea- notices of rejoicings on the

occasion of the marriage of the Marquis of

Huntly to Miss Brodie. These notices are from
Elgin, Nairn, and Lochaber, wy& speak of great

and general enthusiasm. A set of verses of con-

siderable merit celebrates the qualities of the

bridegroom. The following aire a couple of

stanzas :

—

"Where echoes out the martial din,

Or festive joys are reaped within,

Or human ilia compassion win.

There shines the noble Huntly.

"The soul that's steel in field of fight,

The heajt that gladdens gay delight.

The eye that melts at pity's sight,

Are thine, most noble Huntly.''

January 14.—^The Hon. J. F. Campbell, eldest

son of Lordl Cawdor, was the previous week
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returned without opposition as member of Par-
liament for thie Burgh of Carmarthen.

Ibid.—Died, on ISCh December, Major Maxwell
Mackenzie, Lieutenant-Colonel of the 71st Regi-
ment, son of John Mackenzie of Kincraig, Ross-
shire. "This gallant officer received his mortal
wound! in the engagement with the enemy near
Bayonne, while nobly cheering and leading on
his men to charge the enemy, and thus termin-
ated an honourable Ufe in a glorious death."

January 21.—Re-election of Charles Grant for the
InveoTiess Burghs on his appointment as one
of the Lords of the Treasiuy.

Ibid.—Died, at Ardgowan, suddenly, on 5th inst.,

Lieutenant-Colonel .^Eneas Mackintosh, of the
79th Regiment, in the 34th year of his age.

He entered the service at the age of 17, and
distinguished himself in various campaigns and
expeditions in different quarters of the globe.

Special mention is made of bis gallant conduct
at Flushing, at Fuentes d'Honore, and in the

attack on Fort San Christoval, where he led

the forlom hope. lieutenaint-Colonel Mack-
iatosh was interred at Greenock with military
honours, the Magistrates, officers of the local

Militia, and principal gentlemen of the town
attending the funeral. He was a son of the

late Lachlan Mackintosh of Balnespick, and
nephew to Sir jJIneas Mackintosh of Mackin-
tosh, Bart.

January 28.
—"This day were published in octavo,

price 16s, boards. Thoughts on the Origin ajid

Descent of the Gael', with an account of the

Picts, Caledonians, and Scots ; with observa-

tions relative to the authenticity of the Poems
of Ossian. By James Grant, Esq. of Corry-
mony, advocate." The object of this work was
to show that the Gaels were the aboriginal

inhabitants of all the Britannic islands.

Ibid.—News of the AlHed armies pouring across

the Rhine into France. "Lord Wellington on
the south-west and the whole of their western
coast blockad'ed by English squadrons, affords

the unexampled spectacle of an Empire of nearly

three thousand miles in circumference entirely

surrounded by enemies, of whom 500,000 are

advancing against the centre."

Ibid.—^A meeting of heritors was held at Ding-
wall on the 18th inst. to consider the expediency
of applying to Parliament for a revision of the
laws regulating the exportation and importa-
tion of com. The meeting objected to re-

straints on exportation, and to free importation
of com from abroad. They were in favour of

a duty "to put the foreign importer on a par
with the native farmer," and when that point
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had been reached ttey wanted the enjoyment
of free exportation. A petition on these lines
was prepared for presentation to Parliament.

February 11.
—"We axe happy to leam that the

history of Great Britain from the Revolution in
1688 to the French Revolution in 1789, by Sir

James Mackintosh, is proceeding, and will be
published in course of this season." This pro-
ject was not fulfilled, only a portion being
published! afteir its author's death. Sir .laimes,

however, long busied himself in collecting

materials.

February 18.—Died, at Balnagown Castle, on the
8th curt., Lieutenant-Greneral Sir Charles Ross
of Balnagown, Bart. "His death is deeply
deplored, not only by his family a.nd intimate
friends, but by aU who had the happiness of

being acquainted with him. It is a public loss

of no ordinary magnitude."
Ibid.

—
"Died, at the Manse of Dyke, on the 3rd

curt., tihe Rev. David Brichan, D.D., an ac-

complished scholar and elegant writer."

Februajry 25.—The river Findhorn overflowed Jts

banks on the 11th in the neighbourhood of

Forres. At the Broom of Moy four houses
were thrown downi and the residents with diffi-

culty rescu«<l. "The soil of three acres of land
sown with wheat and the break furrows of

several fields have been completely washed
away. In short, the loss is so great that it will

take the labour of years to make it up."
March 4.—In this number there is an account of

a thaw which took place on the Kyle of Suther-

land after six weeks of intense frost. The ice

bound up the rivers and Kyle to such an extent

"that men, cattle, and waggons might cross

the arm of the sea above the bridge, and it

was passable also below it as far as Creich."

When the thaw came the ice was broken up
into great masses, and jammed among them
were 400 logs of wood, brought down by the

River Oarron. Large fragments of the ioe and
many of the logs struck the iron arch of the

mew bridge with great force, and, happily, it

stoodi the strain. [The bridge remained untU
nearly eighty years afterwards, when it was
carried away by another flood.]

Ibid.
—"Died, at Tongue Manse, on the 5th ult.,

in the 76th year of her age, much regretted,

Mrs Jane Porteous, spouse of the Rev. WiUiam
Mackenzie, minister of Tongue, and daughter

of the Rev. William Porteous, once minister of

Rafiford, a near relative of the late celebrated

Dr Porteous, Bishop of London." The para-

graph goes on to speak of Mrs Mackenzie's

piety and] poetical talent.
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March kl5.—There was a proposal at this time on
the part of the Earl of Fife to restore and occupy
as a residence the Abbey of Pliiscarden. An
architect from Edinburgh was engaged on u

survey of the Abbey.
April 1 to 22.—These numbers are missing from

our file. One of them must have contained
the news of the abdication of Napoleon,
which was signed at Fontainebleau on 4th
April.

April 29.—News of the battle of Toulouse, in

which Wellington defeated Soult. The battle

was fought on the 10th, and the news of

Napoleon's abdication had not then been re-

ceived.

Ibid.—On the previous Friday the town of In-

verness was illuminated to celebrate the fall

of Napoleon. "Early in the evening a grotesque

figure of the 'great ea/ptain' was carried through
the streets on horseback, to the no small amuse-
ment of thousands, and afterwards pubhcly
burned on Clachnacuddin amidst the acclama-

tions of the populace. An immense bon-fire

was lighted on an eminence in the neighbour-
hood of the town, and serving as a signal to

the surrounding country, the whole sky was
speedily inflamed with the reflection of the

fires which blazed on every hill as far as the

eye could reach." Neighbouring towns were
also illuminated.

Ibid.—^A cargo of coals from Brora arrived in

Inverness, and were considered to be of ex-

cellent quality.

May 5.—It is announced that tte Marquis of Staf-

ford has laid off the site of a new town at Brora,
and proposes to grant feus for house and' garden
ground.

May 3.
—

"Tuesday's Gazette announces the pro-

motion of Lord Wellington to the dignity of a
Dukedom by the title of Duke of Wellington."

May 20.
—"Despatches were received by Govern-

ment on Sunday se'enight announcing the ar-

rival of Bonaparte at the Island of Elba."
Ibid.—The CJolonels Commandant received circu-

lar letters informing them that the local Militia

wiU not be called out for training or exercise
during the present year.

Ibid.—-"Died, at Cheltenham, on the 17th April,

Captain W. Mackenzie, 9th Royal Veteran
Battalion, late of the 42nd Regiment; an
officer of distinguished merit, who served many
years in that corps ; was severely wounded in

the memorable battle of the 21st March 1801
in Egypt ; was one of the standard bearers of

that regiment at the battle of Aboukir. The
flag he cajrried was pierced through with ball
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in many places. Those standards are now
placed as an emblem of that event in the great
hall of Novar House in Ross-shire, the seat
of the late Sir Hector Munro, then Colonel of
tliat regiment."

June 3.—On th© 12th ult. the foundation-stone of
the Varar bridge was laidi by William Chisholm
of Chisholm.

Ibid.
—

"Died, at Bunchegovie, Stratherrick, on
the 14th ult.. Captain Alexander Fraser, aged
87. He was an officer in the war of 1757, and
may be considered the last survivor of those
serving in Am«rioa under the conmiand of
General Wolfe."

June 17.—Mr J. Mactavish was admitted a Pro-
curator before the Sheriff Court.

June 24.
—"On the 13th ult., after a long and

painful sickness, whict he endured! with the
firmness and resignation of a true servant of
Christ, died at Waterstein, in. the 76th year
of his age and 45th of his ministry, the Rev.
WJUiam Bethune, minister of Duirinish, in the
Isle of Skye. His social qualities, amiable man-
ners, and Christian virtues will be long remem-
bered, and his death lamented by his family,

by his numerous friends and) acquaintances."

July 1.—The case of Lord Cochrane was at this

time engrossing public attention. The "Jour-
nai" expressed its conviction that Lord Coch-
rane was innocent.

Ibid.—News was received of the loss of a schooner
on the west coaist of Berbice, with nearly all

on board. Among those drowned were Charles
Mackintosh, of Dochgarroch ; Angus Fraser, of

Fort-WUliam, and a Mr Duncan, from Moray-
shire. From a subsequent notioe it ajppeairs

that the last-mentioned was William Duncan,
merchant, Berbice. Angus Fraser was a mer-
cnant in Demerara.

July 8.—Married, at the Manse of KUtarlity,

the Rev. Alexander Flyter, Rothesay, to Eliza-

beth, eldest daughter of the Rev. Dr Bayne.
July 15.—Died, in Java, in the previous year.

Captain James Macpherson, of the 78th. He
seems to have been kiUed in a fight with the

natives. The "Java Gfovernment Gazette" con-

tained a poem of more than forty lines to his

memory. After celebrating his good qualities,

the writer says

—

"Such was the man whom fate ordained to fall

By diastard creases, tinged in ruffian gall."

July 22.—Died, ait Nairn, on the 18th inst.

,

Colonel WUHam Mackintosh of MUlbank, in

the 74t]i year of his age. "Twenty-five years of

his life were dedicated to the service of his
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King and his country. In every relation, pub-
lic and private, he never failed to conciliate the
good-will amd retain the esteem of all who knew
him."

Ibid.—Died, in the Island of Java, on the 6th of

March 1813, Captain WilUam Macpherson, of

the East India Company's service. Command-
ant of Fort-Nugent. Be volunteered his ser-

vices on the expedition against Batavia, "and

was mortally wounded in the storming and
taking of Fort-Cornelis.

July 29.—It is announced that an establishment
imder the denomination of the "Caledonian
Asylum" is to be instituted in London, under
the auspices of the Highland Society, for edu-

cating the children of indigent Scotsmen.
Ibid.

—
"Died, en the 16th cuit., at London,

whither he had gone for medical advice, Mr
Alexander Simpson, aged 61 years, some time
Rector of the Grammar School of Inverness,

which for many years he taught with approba-
tion and success, and from which he retired

about five-and-twenty years ago. to a farm in

the neighbourhood!, where he lived esteemed and
respected. His death is now deeply lamented."

August 5.—^At a meeting of the Highland Society

of Scotland, attention was oalkd to the subject

of kelp, which had fallen so much in price as

to hold out no encouragement for its mannfac-
ture. It was suggested to the meeting that

the establishment of Parish Bank Societies

throughout the country would be attended with
very beneficial effects. The Society heartily

approved of a congratulatory letter, written by
desire of the Directors, to Colonel Cameron,
younger of Fassiferu, a member of the Society,

whose conduct while in occasional command of

the 92nd, 71st, and 50th Regiments as a brigade,

and on other occasions, as the head of the 92nd
Regiment, to which he belonged, had been par-

ticularly noticed by Lord Hill.

Ibid.—^The decision of the Court of Session in a

disputed right of presentation between the

Grown and the familv of Cromarty was aifirmed

in the House of Lords. By this decision the

right of presentation to the nairishes of Rose-

markie and Killeaman, which had long been

vacant, was vested in Mr Mackenzie of Cro-

marty.
August 12.

—"The ladies of Brussels are so fond

of the Scottish Highlanders who are in garrison

in their city that having heard of the approach-

ing departure of this corps, they have made
application, in the proper quarter, for their

continuance."

August 19.—On the 12th of August, Lovat and
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his lady were the first to pass over the Beauly
Bridge in their carriage. This being the Prince
Regent's birthday, they ordered the workmen
to be collected to drini his Royal Highness's
health.

September 2 and 9.—Died, at Warriston House,
near Edinburgh, on the 25th of August, the
Hon. William Frederick Mackenzie, only sur-

viving son of Francis, Lord Seaforth, and re-

presentative in ParKament for the County of

Ross. His remains were interred in Fortrose
Cathedral. "The sauvity of his manners, the
gentleness of his disposition, and his many pri-

vate virtues, have embalmed his memory in

every heart ; while the honest and conscientious

discharge of his important public duties in Par-
liament, claim the approbation and gratitude
of his constituents."

September 23.—At the Circuit Court at Inverness,
Lord Meadowbank advertedl to the state of the
Court-room, which he considered grea,tly too
small, and very incommodious and ill-situated,

the administration of justice being frequently
interrupted by the noise in the street. He re-

commended the county gentlemen and Magis-
trates to provide proper accommodation with-
out delay. The Court-house was then in Bridge
Street.

October 14.—^A Highland officer of the Inverness-

shir« Militia was tried by Court-Martial at

Portsmouth for having given a dance in the bar-

racks on the 17th of June without having re-

ceived the permission of his Commanding
Officer, and for various incidents connected
therewith. He was fully acquitted, and the

charges were declai-ed to be frivolous and vexa-

tious.

October 21.—Lord Saltoun visited for the first

time his estates of Ness Castle and Kinchyle.

His visit was celebrated with bon-fires.

October 28.—The Northern Meeting, held! the

previous week, was marred by unfavourable

weather. "In the absence of public amuse-

ments, the day was spent in the interchange of

visits, and in the display of costly and vairied

equipages, which paraded the streets in gay
profusion." The balls were held' as usual.

November 4.—^At a meeting of proprietors and
others interested in the community of Mulbuie,

a Special Committee was appointed to take

means to bring about an amicable arrangement

for the division of the Common.
Ibid.—^At a meeting of freeholders of Ross-shire,

held at Tain on the 25th ult., Charles Fraser

of Inverallochy and Castle Fraser was unani-

mously elected member for the County.
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Ibid.
—

"Died, at Elgin, on the 22nd ult., in the
84th year of his age, the Bev. John Grant,
one of the ministers of that place. In the course
of his long life he was indefatigable in the

humane discharge of the more important duties

of the pastoral office—administering comfort to

the distressed and relieving the necessities of

the poor. When unoccupied with his official

duties, his time was devoted to the acquisition

of knowledge ; his reading was varied' and
extensive, his taste chaste, and his judgment
correct. Possessed of uncommon powers of

memory, he composed an elaborate work on
ChronologT, which received the approbation of

his schoolfeHow, the inimitable historian of

Charles V., and its publication was alone pre-

vented by a similar work on a similar plan, by
whioh it was anticipated. Though much of

his time was dievoted to study, his manners
betrayed nothing of the restraint or pedantry
which characterise the scholar ; on the con-

trary, they were courteous and easy. He was
the soul oif harmless mirth, could be frolicsome

with youth, serious with the sombre, and gar-

rulous with old age."

November 11.—The ploucrhing match of the In-

verness Fairmer Societv was this year held on
the farm of Merkinch, belonging to Messrs
Anderson & Kinloch. Twenty ploughs com-
peted. Angus Mackintosh of Holm was presi-

dent of the Society.

Ibid.—CraigeUachie Bridge, over the Spey, was
completed and opened for traffic.

November 18.—The Nairnshire Farmer Society

held its annual ploughing mateh in a field occu-

pied by Mr Skene, Skenepark. At a meeting
thereafter the Secretary produced a communi-
cation from the Highland Society regarding the

equalisation of weights aindJ measures, and some
papers transmitted by Sir John Sinclair rela-

tive to his General Agricultural Report of Scot-

land, "on consideration of which the Society

unanimously elected the patriotic Baronet an
honorary member, and resolved to purchase a

copy of the Report." Sir Samuel Davidson of

Oantray was elected President of the Society.

November 25.—^The war with the United States

still in progress. A severe action at Fort-Erie,

in which both sides claim the advantage.

Ibid.—The Inverness-shire Farmer Society resolve

to take three copies of Sir John Sinclair's

General Report of Scotland.

December 2.—It was reported at the Nairnshire

meeting in London that £150 had been collected

to assist in the erection of a pier at Nairn. The
meeting resolved to promote a subscription for
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the erection of a monument to the late Mr
John Straith, schoolmaster of Nairn.

December 16.—^A long correspondence went on in

this and other issues on the use of stake-nets.

One, of the writers made a free use of classical

quotations.

December 30.
—

"It gives lis much pleasure to hear

that the potato crop has, this season, proved
very aibundant in the North. The size is in

general large. A correspondent informs us that

a potato, among many others of nearly equal

size, was lately taken up in the neighbourhood
of Thurso weighing 29 ounces."
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No. IX.

The first important item recorded in the
year 1815 is the death of Lord Seaforth, the
last who bore the title. This was the remark-
able man who, as a boy of twelve, by a severe

attack of scarlet fever, lost the power of hear-

ing and speaking. In later life he recovered
in a measure the use of speech, but his deaf-

ness was permanent. His mental gifts,

however, impressed all his contemporaries,
and in spite of physical defects, he filled im-
portant offices. "In 1800 he was appointed
Governor of Barbadoes, an office which he
retained for six years, after which he held

high office in Demerara and Berbice. While
Governor of Barbadoes he was for a time
extremely popular, and was distinguished for

his firmness and even-handed justice. He
succeeded in putting an end to the prac-

tice of slave-kilhng in the island, which

at that time was of very common occur-

rence, and deemed by the planters a venial

offence punishable only by a small fine of £15.

In consequence of his humane proceedings in

this matter he became obnoxious to many of

the Colonists, and in 1806 he finally left the

island." (iMr A. Mackenzie's History.)

Lord Seaforth raised the 78th Highlanders

(Ross-shire Buffs) in 1793. He had a family

of four sons and six daughters, but all his sons

predeceased him. One, a midshipman, died at

Brahan in 1813, and the last survivor,

WilUam Frederick, M.P. for Ross-shire, died

in August 1814. The broken-hearted father

soon followed, in January 1815. Sir Walter
Scott's lines on the death of Lord Seaforth
are well known :

—
"In vain the bright course of thy talents to

wrong.
Fate deadeu'd thine ear and' imprison'd thy
tongue

;

For brighter o'er alt her obstructions arose

The glow of the genius they could not oppose

;

Andi who in the land of the Saxon or Gael,

Might match with Mackenzie, High Chief of

Kintaa?

"Thy sons rose around thee in light and in love,

All a father could hope, aU a friend could

approve

;
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What 'vails it the tale of thy sorrows to tell?

—

In the springtime of youth and of promise they

feUl

Of tlhe line of Fitzgerald remains not a male,

To bear the proud name of the Chief of Kintail."

The title expired with the Chief. It had twice

before disappeared for a time, but was revived

in 1797. Lord Seaforth's patrimony (dimin-

ished by the sale of Lochalsh and Kintail)

descended to his daughter Mary, the wife first

of Sir Samuel Hood, Vice-Admiral, and second
of the Right Hon. James Stewart, nephew of

the seventh Earl of Galloway, who assumed
the name of Mackenzie, and was successively

Governor of Ceylon and Lord High Commis-
sioner of the Ionian Islands. Sir Samuel Hood
died at Madras on 24th December 1814, about
a fortnight before his father-in-law. Lord
Seaforth.
In 1815 a Corn Bill was passed, forming the

starting point of a conflict which did not ter-

minate until 1846. During the previous forty

years the Corn Laws varied with the times.

The long conflict with Napoleon produced war
prices. "Wheat rose in 1801 to the unprece-
dented price of £5 19s 6d, and, except in 1803,

its average price did not fall below 62s a

quarter for twenty years." With the first

abdication of Napoleon there was a, decline in

the price of corn, and an immediate resort was
made to protection to keep up the rates. A
law was passed in 1815 prohibiting the im-

portation of all foreign wheat when the prico

was below 80s a quarter, and all Colonial

wheat when the price was below 67s. "Other
kinds of corn were dealt with on the same
principles, but the prices of course varied."

The year 1815 witnessed the final downfall

of Napoleon and the beginning of the long

European peace.

In the second half of 1815 there are a good

many notes and incidents of local interest.

As the year began with the death of the last

Lord Seaforth, it closed with the death of the

Hon. Archibald Eraser of Lovat, the last sur-

viving son of the famous Lord Simon of the

'45. Tne sons of the Hon. Archibald Eraser,

Uke those of Lord Seaforth, predeceased their

father, and the succession went to the present

family, to whom the title was restored. A
lady whose name is associated with our literary

annals, Mrs Elizabeth Rose of Kilravock, also

died towards the close of 1815.
11



82 Inverness Courier Index. [ISlo

From the "Inverness Jotimal."

1815.

January 13.—A reward of 25 guineas is offered for

the apprehension of a carrier, who had been
committed: to the jail at Forres on a charge
of theft, and liad! managed to escape.

Januai'y 20.—Died, at his house in Charlotte

Square, Edinburgh, on the 11th curt., the
Eight Hon. Francis, Lord Seaforth, his

Majesty's Lieutenant for the County of Ross.

"The death of this distinguished nobleman, in

the 60th year of his age, although the rapid

decline of his health during the last two years

must haive led to the expectation of that event,

will give birth to very general feelings of

sorrow and] regret. The wonderful power of his

mind, undiminished even by the privation of

the sense of hearing, the stores of information
which he had acquired in almost every branch
of science, and his rare proficiency in several,

his delightful talents for society, the nobleness

of his person and' elegaaice of his manners, the

richness of his imagination, and his faculty of

difTu.sing grace and lustre over every topic,

whether of instnuction or amusement, will be
long remembered, but with peculiar fondness
and deeper regret by those who had the happi-
ness to enjoy his intimate friendship ; and alas !

by those related to him by stiU dearer ties, who
had access to know the many virtues of his

benevolent hea*t, of which his other qualities

were but the decorations and embellishments."
Ibid.—Died, on Tuesday, 17th inst, John Mack-

intosh of Aberarder, many years Provost of

Inverness, aged 74 years. The previous day
he attended! the funeral of his sister, Miss Chris-
tian Mackintosh, and seemed in his usual
health. The obituary notice speaks highly of
his piety, kindness, ajid beneficence.

Febi-uairy 3.
—"The Inverness Packet, Captain

Mann, just arrived at Bnrghead, made an ex-
traordinary passage from Gravesend in the short
space of 70 hours. She outstripped the mail
by 34 hours."

Februaoy 10.—The remains of the late Lord Sea-
forth were on the pirevious day interred in the
family vault at Fortrose.

February 17.—This number contains a long list

of premiums awarded by the Highland! Societv
of Scotland in the Hig'hlandis and Islands for
bringing land into arable culture, and for im-
proving stock.

February 24.—There is notice of a veteran named
Alexander Campbell or Iverach, residing in
G'encalvie, Ross-shire, who was said to have
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reached tli« age of 116. Six Ross-shire gentle-

men in Londott contributed a guinea, each to
enable him to djress in tartan and regale himself
with a drop of liquor. The Editor was re-

quested by the minister of Kincardine to an-

nounce Iverach's receipt of the bounty, and to
express his thanks. "The veteran is quite well,

and pravs for as many days to each of his

benefactors a,s he has seen, and an equal portion
of health. He longs for the weather getting a
Kttle milder, that he may take a walk to se«
his friendfe at Gladfield and the Manse (40 miles
only), and tell them of the tide of riches that
has set in upon him. He danced two reels at

the last Kincardine cattle fair, and a few days
ago entered as a scholao- in the Gaelic School at

Glencalvie. It is supposed ho is the oldiest

Campbell aliTO.."

March 10.—The Practical Farming Society of

Ardersier and' Petty. held their annual plough-
ing match at Little Flemington, occupied by
Mr Tolmie. Eighteen ploughs competed.

Ibid.
—"Died, at Forres, on the 25th February

last, in the 50th year of his age, James Straith,

Esq. , for many years an eminent medical prac-
titioner at that place. This gentleman was dis-

tinguished, throughout the course of a tong and
laborious practice, for the unwea'red exercise of

great professional skill and active benevolence.
March 17.—This number contains an account of

Napoleon's escape from Elba. "This extra-

ordinary man, from the effects of whose baneful
influence the nations of Europe are just be-
ginning to recover, has again made his appear-
ance in France." The same number records the

passing of a Corn Bill through the House of

Commons, and the occurrence of riots in Lou-
don. The bill soon afterwards passed the House
of Lords.

March 24.—-News of Napoleon's arrival andi recep-

tion in Paris, and preparations to send British

troops to the Netherlands. A County meeting

at Inverness voted a loyal address to the Prince

Regent. It concluded with the words—"We
prepare again for the struggle, and join the

shout of nations
—

'Death to the Tyrant—Peace

to human kind. '

"

March 31.—The goodwill, copyright, and plant

of the "Inverness Journal" were advertised to

be sold by public roup on the 15th of April.

April 14.—^At a meeting on the 11th, it was re-

solved to establish an Inverness Parish or

Savings Baiik. This was the second' meeting

that considered the subject, the first having

been thinly attended. The project was initiated

by a Committee of the Inverness Farmers' So-
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ciety. The bank was to be open every Satur-
day night in the kitchen of the Northern Meet-
ing Rooms. Among the directors were Sheriff
Fraser Tytler, Mr Mackintosh of Holm, Mr
Mackintosh of Raigmore, Mr Macgillivray of
Dunmaglass, Mr IngUs of Kangsmills, Mr
Phineas Mackintosh, Kinmylies, and Mr Peter
Anderson, sohcitor.

Ibid.
—"Died here, on the 5th curt., regretted by

few, the Inverness Assemblies." These were
dancing parties among the local gentry.

April 21.—It is announced that the "Inverness
Journal," in consequence of the late proprie-
tor's death, had passed into other hands. The
number bears that the paper is now published,
for himself and the othea- proprietors, every
Friday, by Mr James Beaton. The late James
Suter says that £2400 was paid! for the good-
will of the paper.

April 28.—The Inverness Town and Savings Bank
was opened on the preceding Saturday with
gratifying success. Upwards of £160 was paid
in within two hours.

Ibid.—It is stated that the Magistrates have it in

view to improve the waste ground belonging to

the community, situated on the east side of the

River Ness, opposite the Island. "We beg
leave to suggest that it would materially add
to the beauty and interest of the scene were
the Island, in as far as the wood ad'mits,

planted with ornamental evergreens and shrubs,
and were rows of trees placed along the walk
on the bank, so as in due time to aiiord a

shade from the noon-day heats and from the

dajnps of evening. Should the intended im-
provement be carried into effect, it will be
necessary for the Farmer Society to select

another stance for the cattle market, heretofore

held on the strip of ground in question." This
gives an indication of the site of the market.

It was probably held either on the low ground,
afterwards formed into another island by the

water-lade, or a little further out on the Dores
Road.

May 12.—At a meeting on the previous Friday,

a Northern Horticultural Society was instituted.

The formation of the Society was expected to

extend and improve the knowledge of garden-

ing in the North of Scotland.

Iliid.—On the previous Wednesday the annual
meeting of the Inverness Auxiliary Bible Society

was held in the Parish Church. The collection

amounted to about £35, exclusive of about £55
of annual subscriptions.

Ibid.
—"Married, at Sandaig of Knoydart, upon

the 5th of May, Lieutenant Ronald Macdonell,
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tackaman of that place, to Miss Catherine
MacdoneU of Laurg. This veteran is in the
95tli year of his age, and as stout and vigorous
as most military men at the age of 50. He oc-

casionally rides after breakfast, as a. piece of

exercise, 30 miles. He is one of those gentle-
men who was an officer under the Chief of the
dan during tlie troubles in the year 1745 ; and
was not only present, but also bore ai particu
lar share in every engagement whidi then
took place in behalf of the exiled family, and
upon many occasions received the thanks of the
Prince for his activity ajid' courage. He has
since been in the service of George II., and is

now on half-pay in the service of George' III."

May 19.—^A Savings Bank was established at

Cawdor, with Mr Stables, factor for Lord
Cawdor, as treasurer.

Ibid.—^A Society was established in Inverness for

the suppression of begging in the town and
parish. A sum of £429 was collected for the
first year, which was to be disbursed in weekly
allowances ; and any pensioner found begging
was to forfeit all claims on the fund.

Ibid.—The Magistrates of Inverness were con-

sidering a scheme to supply Inverness with
water from the Leys.—The proprietors of the

County of Nairn had resolved to carry through
the great turnpike road to the confines of the
County of Inverness. A line passing through
the village of Auldearn was, with some trifling

deviations, adopted.
May 26.

—"On Tuesday last a discovery of an
ilKcit distillery was made, by several Excise
officers, in Abriachan. On attempting to de-

stroy the materials, the Excisemen were opposed
by the smugglers, wlho, placing themselves in a
menacing attitude, were soon joined by such a
number of their neighbours as induced their

opponents to sound a retreat. On Wednesday
a part of the Militia from this town was pro-
cured to assist the officers in the execution of

their duty ; but before they oould reach the
haunt of the smuggles, neither foe nor spoil

could be found.

"

Ibid.—A good deal of discussion went on at this

time on the subject of Highland distillation.

At an Inverness County meeting on the 1st of

May (noticed on the 5thi), at memorial circulated

by Lowland distillters was produced by the Con-
vemer, "the apparent and ostensible object of

which was to put the Scotch and Irish distiller

on an equal footing, but its real purpose is

obviously to repeal the statute 54, George IH.

,

cap. 172, by which the benefit of free export was
allowed to the Highland distiller." On this
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subject communications were made to the mem-
ber for the County and tO' the Conveners of other

counties. In the issue of the 26th there is an
advertisement giving the resohitions of a meet-

ing of distillers, held in the County of Clack-

mannan, declaring that they do not object to a

free intercourse of spirits between the High-

laaids and Lowlands of Scotland. "The dis-

tinction of Ijowland and Highland line was a

boon gi-a.nted to the Highland districts, at

the request of those interested', in order that

they might be enabledl to supply themselves

with spirits at a cheap rate, and from barley

of their own growing. " The Lowland distillers

say that they are far from wishing to deprive

the Highlands of this advantage, but "they

think themselves warranted in demanding that

the Highland distillers, claiming to be admitt«d
into the Lowland market, shall work in all re-

spects under the same law as they do in the

Lowlands." The "Journal," commenting on
the controversy, says "that we believe many
persons in this county would embark their capi-

tal in distillation and' cheerfully pay the South
country duties, if stills on a small scale were
permitted and free access coutinued to the South
country markets."

June 2.—It is announced that a Highland Society
has been established in Inverness, to co-operate

in the work of the Highland Societies in Lon-
don and Edinburgh. The first Presidbnt was
tlie Hon. Colonel Eraser of Lovat, and the Vice-
Presidents were the Lords-Lieutenant of the
Northern Counties. Mr Peter Anderson was
secretary and Mr Edward Eraser, treasurer.

Ibid.—From a paragraph on the incidence of new
stamp duties, it appears that Sheriffs-Substi-

tute were at this time generally the distributors

of stamps.
June 9.—An Athenjeum was established in In-

verness, "wherein sixteen newspapers and all

the best periodical publications are taken in."

Ibid.
—"The first dinner of the Highland Society,

to which the President appropriately contri-

buted a couple of fine Beauly salmon, was held
in Bennet's Hotel on Monday last, where its

members passed a pleasant and joyous evening.

Its convivial parties were int-ended to com-
mence on the birthday of our Sovereign, and
this happening on Sunday, they commenced on
the succeeding d&y." The same number men-
tions a donation to the Horticultural Society
from Brodie of Brodie, who is described as an
"eminent botanist."

Ibid.—^A paragraph is devoted to Mr William
Mackintosh, son of Mr Campbell Mackintosh,
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Towu-Clerk, who vias in the Civil Service of
the East India Company, and died at sea in the
previous Octobea-. We are told that after an
excellent education at home, "Mr Ma<;kintosh
continued his studies in Oriental Literature for
several years at the college established at Fort-
WiUiam [Calcutta] for the education of young
gentlemen intended for the higher offices in the
civil establishment of the East India Company.

"

The paragraph proceeds
—

' iit two successive
examinations of this College, the gold medals
allotted! to the most distinguished scholar were
conferred on Mr Mackintosh ; but his studies
were unfortunately pursued with an eagerness
which so far impaii-ed his health as to render
a temporary residence in Europe necessary for

its re-estabiishment. His death occurred when
on his return to India, and on the eve of his

engaging in the duties of public life, for which
he was well quajifiedl by great natural abilities,

cultivated with assiduous care. As a scholar,

Mr Mackintosh's requirements were extensive,

ranging through every department of science,

and comprehending whatever is valuable in

European literature or captivating in Oriental

poetry. He possessed an accurate knowledge of

the Persian and other Eastern languages, and
his poetical versions of Hafiz (with which he
oometimes amused his leisure hours) discover

much -dlelioacy of taste, smoothness of versifica-

tion, and facility of expression."

Ibidi.—^At this time it was proposed to publish

another newspaper in Inverness, to be called

"The Northern Star." The project excited

comment in the "Journal."

Ibid.—In the same number there is a long article

on Local Manufactures. It seems that the

Wool Factory previously established had failed,

but the writer urges another venture, to be
undertaken with greater skill and! attention, and
with larger capital. Even if the manufa-cture

of cloth were not attempted for some time, it

is suggested that wool-stapling would be of

considerable importance. The writer describes

the change in the rural economy of the High-
lands which had taken place during the previ-

ous twenty years, chiefly by the introduction of

sheep, and contends that it has proved bene-

ficial.

June 16.—Another paragraph on the Highland
Society of Inverness states that it is a branch

of the London Society, audi instituted by com-
mission from the Duke of Kent to the Hon.

Archibald Fraser of Lovat. The members were

to be admitted by ballot, the fee to be ten

guineas, or an annual payment of £1 lis 5d.
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The chief objects of the Society were—(1) To
preserve the laHguage, martial spirit, dress,

music, audi antiquities of the ancient Cale-

donians; (2) To preserve from oblivion the
valuable remains of GaeKc literature

; (3) To
establish and support GaeUo schools ; (4) To
relieve distressed Highlanders at a distance from
their native homes ; and (5) To promote the

improvement and general welfare of the north-

ern parts of Great Britain. There were to be
quarterly meetings, and an anniversary meet-
ing every year on 2nd May.

Ibid.—Died, at Madras, on 24th December, when
nn the eve of returning to his native country,
Vice-Admiral Sir Samuel Hood, K.B., and
Naval Commander-in-Chief in India. He was
married in 1804 to Mary, daughter of the
last Lord Seaforth, afterwards the Hon. Mrs
Stewart Mackenzie. The obituary notice cites

several instances of Sir Samuel Hood's skill,

gallantry, andl generous character. Like Nel-

son, he lost an arm in the service of his country,
the wound being received! in an action off the
Coast of France, in which Sir Samuel captured
a French squadron of four fine frigates. When
commanding the Juno at Toulon he had to
extricate his vessel from a difficult position, the
operation being greatly helped by the dexterity
of the third lieutenant. To this officer, Sir
Samuel, in his despatch, gave the entire credit,

declaring that the extrication of the Juno was
due exclusively to the third lieutenant's "ad-
mirable presence of mind and skilful exertion."

When stationed on one occasion oft Jamaica he
saw a schooner foundering in a gale. "He
ordered a boat to be manned for her relief ;

the danger was so great that even the hearts of
British seajnen were appalled, and no votan-
teers offered : Sir Samuel exclaimed that he
was incapable of ordering others on, a service
of danger which he would not be the first to
share, and instantly leapt into the boat. The
spirit of the Commandter dispelled the terrors
of the crew : he was followed by a sufficient

number, and had the heart-cheering happiness
of being thus the means of saving so many of
his fellow-creatures. The House of Assembly
of Jamaica were so enraptured with this heroic
and humane act that they immediately met and
voted him a sword value two hundred guineas."

June 23.—^A long advertisement states that at a
meeting held at Inverlochy on 15th June, a num-
ber of Highland gentlemen had formed them-
selves into "a pure Highland Society, in
support of the true Dress, Language, Music,
and Characteristics of our ilhiBtrious and
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ancient race in the Highlands and Isles of

Scotland, with their genuine descendants
wherever they may be." The promoter of the
movement was Colonel MiaodonneU of Glen-
garry, and ninety-seven members were enroUeid
under the title of "The Society of True High-
landers." The proceedings of the meeting were
conducted in GaeUa One of the rules was that
all real Chiefs were to be hereditary Vice-
Presidents, from whom the President was to

be annually chosen by a majority of votes,

"be he in or out of the peerage."
Ibid.—In levelling a hillock on the farm of

Charleston, near Inverness, the tenant, Cap-
tain Macintyre, found, at a depth of six feet,

a cist enclosing human bones. "From the ap-
pearance and touch of the soil, and the forma-
tion of the hillock, which is of conical form,
and about fifty feet in diameter, it is inferred

that this tumulus was an ancient cemetery."
June 30.—This number, which no doubt contained
an account of the battle of Waterloo, is miss-
ing from our file. This is not surprising, as

there must have been an unprecedented] demand
for the paper, and any superfluous copies would
hava been bought up. Along with the "Jour-

nal" there is in our file a series of another news-
paper, the "Edinburgh Correspondent," which
was published three times a-week. The num-
ber of 24th June contaios the official announce-
ment of the "Complete Defeat of Bonaparte,"
issued from Downing Street on 22nd June,

which runs as follows :

—"The Duke of Welling-
ton's despatch, dated Waterloo, the 19th of

June states that on the preceding day Bona-
parte atta<iked with his whole force the British

line, supported by a corps of Prussians, which,

after a long and sanguinaiy conflict, terminated

in the complete overthrow of the enemy's army,
with the loss of one hundred and fifty pieces of

cannon and two Eagles. During the night, the

Prussians, under Marshal Blucher, who joined

in the pursuit of the enemy, captured 60 guns

and a large part of Bonaparte's baggage. The
AUied Armies continue to pursue the enemy.

Two French Generals were taken." The same
paper on the 29th announces the abdication of

Napoleon.
July 7.—On Monday last, Captain Macintyre dis-

coveired another stone coffin in the little hillock

on the farm of Charleston, of the same descrip-

tion and nearly in the same position with the

one lately found there.

July 14.—There is great rejoicing, "joy in grief,"

over the exploits of the Highland Brigade at

the battle of Waterloo. The suggestion is made
12
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that subscriptions should] be raised for the bene-

fit of widows ajid children.

Ibid.—The Court of Session decides in favour of

the life tenure, by Mr Adam, of the office of

Rector of the Inverness Royal Academy. Lord
Meadowbank, in giving his opinion, said

—
"I

concur completely with my brother, Lord
Robertson, that it is contra bo7ios mores to

appoint a man to a school dmrinc; the pleasure

of a set of gentlemen. It is using him like a
shoeblack, and worse, for it leaves him to the

disposal of a numerous open body, who always,

to a proverb, have no conscience."

Ibid.—^Agents of the IjOndon Missionary Society

visited the North -and obtained liberal contribu-

tions and donations. In Inverness the sums
amounted to £43 18s 1^', and in Dingwall,
Tain, and Ferrintosh to £53, making a total

of £96 18s l,^d.

Ibid.
—"Lord Macdonald is now erecting a mag-

nificent mansion at his family seat of Armadale
in Sleat. In the Island of Raasay inexhaust-
ible nuarries have been discovered' of freestone,

of a beautiful pale white colour, which bears
the finest polish. Mr Macleod, the proprietor,

iis^ now building an elegant mansion, the walls

of which are to be formed of this native free-

stone. The roads, jiiers, and villages which
are now in progress in Skye, will soon render
it one of the most interesting and improved, as

it is already the most valtoable, of the Hebridean
islands."

July 22. — "The Edinburgih Correspondent"
of this date announces the ordination of the
Rev. James Grant as parish minister of Nairn.
The same paper contains a long letter on the
cottitroversy between Highland and Lowland
distillers. It is stated that the object of the
Lowland distillers was to secure "that no two
districts shall have free intercourse in spirits

in which their manufacture is not placed! under
exactly the same regulations," and that this

change was required to meet competition, not
from the Highlands, but from Ireland. The
Irish distiller, it seems, had advantages which
enabled him to undersell the manufacturer both
in the Irish and Scotch markets. As regards
the Highlands, the writer says — "The
permission to manufacture spirits for their own
consumption in smaller stills and at lower duty
than in the Lowlands, was granted, and was, I

believe, at the time received as a boon by the
Highland districts ; but the effects of the law
were not found to be such as had been an-

ticipated, audi its provisions were wholly super-
seded by the 54 Geo. HI. c 172, which neither
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permits distillation at lower duties nor grants
to the Highland any privilege not enjoyed by
the Lowland distillers, except the use of
smaller stills." The points at issue in the con-
troversy are rather confused, and only a special-

ist on the subject could at tliis distance of time
unravel them. Highland gentlemen, however,
seem to have been greatly impressed with the
evils of smuggling, which, according to the
writer of the above letter, had already gone
far to effect the degradation of a noble people.
Illicit distillation was connived at by farmers in

remote districts, who had no market for their
barley except among smugglers. The remedy
proposed by the County Authorities was the
further multiplication of small stills and the
reduction of duties on the manufacture. Low-
land distillers argued that the interests of the
two districts would not clash if they could find

a common basis for a free market.
July 22.—The "Edinburgh Correspondent" of this

date contains the following communication,
addressed by the Duke of Otranto to Lord
Castlereagh :

—
"I have the honour to aicquaint

your lordship that Napoleon Bonaparte, not
being able to escape from the English cruisers,

or from the guards kept upon the coasts, has
taken the resolution of going on board the Eng-
lish ship BeUerophon, Captain Maitland." This
resolution was carried out, and in due course
Napoleon was exiled to St Helena.

August 4.—The "Inverness JournaK' of this date
(from which we resume quotations) contains an
account of the arrival of the BeUerophon at

Plymouth on 26th July with Bonaparte on
board. An ofHcer on board the Superb, in a
letter of the 18th July, from Basque roads,

writes :

—"Tlw disturber of the world is ours

;

I have been some hours in his company, and
have had conversation with him : knowing his

character as an individual, his fame as a
General, and his conduct as an Emperor, the
mind is lost in astonishment in seeing these in

the person of a stout, inanimate, and plain-

looking man, without a feature or expression of

countenance indicative of anything tiat can
make an impression on the mind. His delivery

is quick, and his ideas flow most rapidly ; he
converses on all subjects."

Ibid.—The daughter and heiress of the late Lord
Seaforth, Lady Hood, called by a correspondjent

Lady Hood Mackenzie, arrived at Stornoway on
the 17th July, on a visit to the Lews. She met
with a cordial reception. "The building of a
public quay, so much wanted in this place, had
been commenced by the pubHc spirit of the
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merchants, shipowners, and other inhabitants,

and to this useful undertaking Lady Mackenzie
contributed witu a liberality far exceeding their

most sanguine anticipations. She also gave

liberal donations to the poor of the four exten-

sive parishes of which the estate consists, over

and' above the annual sum allotted by the Sea-

forth family for their support." The improve-

ment on the harbour of Stomoway mentioned

in this letter is spoken of as an object of great

and general importance.

Ibid.—The gentlemen of Nairnshire, in com-
memoration of Waterloo and other British

victories, resolved to institute a. Society to be

called "The Nairnshire Patriotic Club."

Ibid.—On Tuesday, 11th July, the fotmdation-

stone of Gray's Hospital, Elgin, was laid with
Masonio honours. It is stated that Dr Alex-

ander Gray, a native of Elgin, having received

the elements of his education there, and studied

medicine under Dr Thomas Stephen, left that

place and settled as a practitioner in India.

There he acquired an ample fortune, and
cherishing a warm attachment to the place of

his nativity, where he had' also spent the days
of Ms youth, he left by his will £20,000 for

building and endowing an hospital at Elgin.

The architect of the building was Mr Gillespie,

Edinburgh.
Ibid.

—"The Convention of Royal Burghs have
voted £600 to be a,pplied for making a canal

at Dingwall, and imnroving the pier and
harbour of the ancient burgh. These improve-
ments are to be conducted' by the inhabitants,

aided by the Parliamentary Commissioners for

Highland Roads and Bridges, and the voluntary

contributions of the gentry in the neighbouring
country.

"

August 11.—The Highland Society of Scotland

advertises a series of resolutions adopted at a

meeting on 3rd July, expressing its admiration

and gratitude for "the late most glorious

achievements m Flanders. The Duke of Wel-
lington and Prince Blucher were elected honor-
ary members of the Society. Special gratifica-

tion was expressed at the valour of the
"National Corps," including the Highland regi-

ments, and' the Secretary was instructed to

convey the grateful' thanks of the Society,

subscribed by its President, the Duke of

Buccleuch, to the commanding officer of each

of these regiments, with a request to communi-
cate the same to their respective corps. The
members of the Society were recommended to

contribute to the subscriptions set on foot for

the relief of the wounded and of widows and
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children. The following resolution appeals
iimong the others :

—"That while the Society
deeiply laments the loss of many of their gaUant
countrymen who have fallen on this memorable
occasion, it feels itself particularly called upon
to offer to Ewen Cameron, Esq. of Fassiefern,

its warmest sympathy for the affliction which he
moist feel in the loss of his eldest son, their

late member, Colonel John Cameron, of the

92nd Regiment, so honourably distinguished

on the present and former occasions, and whose
meritorious services had already attracted the

attention of the Society; nor can the Society

pass over in silence the name of Lieut. -Colonel

Miller, of the 1st Regiment of Guards, also one

of its members, whose loss as an officer of the

highest promise is deeply regretted."

Ibid.—The following is a specimen of advertise-

ments which were issued by the proprietors from
time to time :

—"The Hon. Mrs Hay Mackenzie,
being desirous to give the gaime a jubilee on her
estates in Coigach, Strathpeffer, and New
Tarbet, in the County of Cromarty, requests

no genJtleman will ask leave to shoot there this

season."

Ibid.—The Inverness Farmer Society continues to

hold its meetings and competitions for crop and
stock.

August 18.—Premiums offered for stock and crop

by the Isle of Skye Farming Club. It is stated

that) this Club was formed in January 1812,

under the patronage of Lord Macdonald and
Macleod of Macleod, to encourage the improve-

ment of black cattle, sheep, andl draught

horses.

Ibid.—^A meetdng of the County of Nairn was held

to raise subscriptions for the relief of the

wounded and of the families of the killed at

the battle of Waterloo. Nearly £50 was sub-

scribed. Colonel Rose of Kilravock was ap-

pointed treasurer of the fund.

August 25.—^An appeal was made for funds for

the improvement of the Northern Infirmaiy.

The amount rerruired was £850.

Ibid.—The Commissioners and Trustees for

Fisheries, Manufactures, and Improvements in

Scotland awarded a number of premiums for

promoting fisheries. These premiums were "for

the cod), ling, and tusk fishing," and "for sun

fish caught aoid' oil extracted from them." In

connection with the cod fishing, James Bitchey,

of Fraserburgh, as the outfitter of the Ariel of

Lochniver (probably Lochinver) was awarded

£60, and other awards ranged from £45 to

£10. Under the second heading ("sun fish

caught," &c.), Donald Campbell, master of the
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boat Maiy of Barra, was awarded] £14, and a
number of other premiums went to the same
island, varying from £9 to £2 10s. There were
no competitors for premiums on dog fish.

Ibid.
—

"Died, a.t the Manse of Kiltearn, on the

28tih idt., deeply lamented hv his famil^y and a

numerous circle of respectable friends, the R«v.

Harry Robertson, D.D. , in the 67th year of

his age, and 44th of his ministry."
—

"Died, at

Ness Cottage, on the 17th inst., Mrs Mackin-
tosh, widow of tlie late Provost William Mack-
intosh of this place."

September 1.—On the previous Wednesday, Mr
Joseph Lancaster, the founder of the system of

edtaoation which bore his name, lectured in

Inverness. He afterwards addressed several

other meetings.

Ibid.—A notice of the career and character of

the I&te Sir Samuel Hood taken from the "Bom-
bay Courier."

September 8.—^Al a Court of Commissioners of

Supply held at Tain a feanier was fined £20
for shooting without a licence.

Ibid.—On the 30th ult., the Northern Missionary
Society held a meeting at Tain, and a sum of

£101 was collected].

September 22.—At the Circuit Court several per-

sons from the Parish of Kincardine, in Ross-

shire, were tried on a charge of disinterring a
deadl body buried in a chapel and throwing it

into a hole on the seashore, and for other riot-

ous proceedings in connection with the case.

The people evidently believed that the death was
one of suicide. There were certain flaws in the

evidence, which resulted in the acquittal of

the prisoners. At the same Court a Catholic

priest from Fort-Augustus was tried under an
old statute for having cekbrated a marriage,

the charge being that such a celebration on the

part of a Catholic priest was irregular, and
exposed him to penalties. The trial was long,

and led to animated discussion between the Ad-
vocate-DepTite, the Judges, ajid the Counsel for

the drfence, Mr J. P. Grant of Rothiemurchus.
The jury returned a. verdict of not proven.

There was much complaint on account of

the confusion caused by the limited acconmioda-
tion in the Court-house.

September 29.—"Drowned, on 22nd May 1814,

at the mouth of the River Columbia, in the

Northern Pacific Ocean, Donald Mactavish,
Esq., a native of Stratherrick, and one of the
partners of the North-West Company of

Canada." Mr Mactavish had spent twenty-

four years in Upper Canada, and had been very
successful in promoting the business of the
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Company and securing the good-will of tie
Indian iribes and tJheir chiefs. "His enterpris-
ing genius led him to project and' attempt an
expedition across the Continent of North
America for the purpose of establishing a con-
nection -with' China ; and after having escaped
innumerable perils, he and six of his companions
were unfortunately lost near Cape Disappoint-
ment.

"

October 6.—The first turf of the Dingwall Canal
was cut on the 15th of September.

Ibidi.—The Common Good of the Burgh of In-
verness, exposed to public auction, realised the
following sums :—Petty Customs and ponta.ge
of the Old Bridige, £255 ; pontage of the New
Bridge, £34 ; Anchorage and Shore Dues,
£360 ; Hand-beUI and grass of the Chapel-yard,
£57 ; small weights, £5 ; total, £711.

October 13.
—"The Society of True Highlanders"

met at Inverlochy on the 5th inst. Glengarry
was re-elected President, and Mr Ewen Mac-
lachlan, librarian at Aberdeen, was appointed
Gaelio secretai-y. Marshal Maodonald, Duke
of Tarentum, was elected an honorary mem-
ber.

October 20.—Report of rejoicings at Altyre and
Gordonstoun on the marriage of Sir William
Grordon-Cumming to Miss Campbell, daughter
of the late Colonel Campbell of Shawfield.

November 3.—^A correspondent of the "Journal"
suggests that a race course should be formed at

Dunean Oroy in connection with the Northern
Meeting.

November 10.—News of the death of Joachim
Murat, ex-King of Naples, who made a descent

on the Coast of Calabria, and was captured,

tried by Court-Martial, and ^ot. Murat was
reckoned the best cavalry officer in Europe. The
lines of Byron may be reoaMed

—

"While the broken hue enlarging

Fell or fled along the plain.

There be sure was Murat charging.

There he ne'er shall charge again.''

Ibid.—Died, at Blargymore, Badenoch, on the

19th September, Ensign John Macpberson, late

of the 78th Regiment, aged 88 years. He
fought under General Wolfe at the taking of

Quebec in 1759.

Ibid.—Report of the Nairnshire meeting in Lon-

don, and of the movement to erect a monument
to Mr John Straith. Liberal subscriptions were

announced.
November 24.—The Crown presented the Rev.

Thomas Mkmro to the Church amd Parish of
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Kilteaim, vacant by tihe death of the late Dr
Robertson.

December 8.—A grand] supper and ball given at

Fort-William on 29th November. "Many of

the heroes of Waterloo were present, amongst
whom we observed witli pleasure the gallant

Colbnel Alexander Cameron, of the 95th Regi-

meiLt, whose wounds were suiEciently recovered

to allow him to appear as the chief support of

the meeting, although he was unable to join in

the mazy roundls of the dance. The thanks of

all wer*' due to the venerable Captain Patrick
Campbell, of tihe 4and, who, resuming the days
of his youth, conducted, as presiding manager,
the arrangements for the evening."

December 15.
—

"In our obituary of the 1st inst.,

we intimated the death of Mrs Elizabeth Rose
of Kilravock, a My one of whose least claims
to res-pect was her being the lineal representa-
tive of a family distinguished for several cen-

turies in this part of the countty. The powers
of her mind and the virtues of her heart ac-

quired for her a higher degree of veneration
than the longest line of ancestry could' inspire.

Her /understanding, maturaUy powerful, was
highly cultivated, and she aided and improved a
memory originally tenacious by a constant habit
of committing to writing the substance of her
various and extensive reading. With a mind
so richly stored', and a rare felicity of expres-

sion, she excelled in conversation—never, how-
ever, displaying to the prejudice of another
that superiority she was well known to possess.

To the poor she was ever kind and bountiful,

amd in her domestic circle affectionate

and indulgent to the utmost that a
clear sense of duty permitted." This
lady entertained Burns lat Kilravock in

1787, audi corresponded with him. Mr
Bain, in his History of Nairnshire, says of her :

"Amidst all the business and social cares of her
life, she never lost her early love of literature.

The names of the books she^ reads are carefully

noted in her diary each day, and the periodical

arrival of the box of books from Isaac Forsyth,
the Elgin bookseller, or a parcel of the latest

literature from Edinburgh, gives her infinite

pleasure." Mrs Rose died at the age of 68.

Ibid.
—

"Died, at his house in Knoydart, on Mon-
day the 27th of November last, Mr Ranald
Macdonell, Skamadale, Ensign on the retiired

list of Captain Rose's Independent Company of

Veterans, in the ninety-first year of his age,

respected and admired as a genuine Highlander
of the old school, and quite unmatched in the
general circle of his acquaintance. He followed
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the fortunes of Prince Chiarles Stuart from
Prestonpans to Culloden, and served witli dis-

tinguished zeal in both these actions, for which
he aiterwards suffered banishment to India for

seven years, dfuring which period he served in

the Hussars. When returning to England, the
vessel in which he sailed happened to be boarded
by a, French man-of-war, before Ranald was
ajwaie of what was passing on deck and bad
furnished himself with a cutlass ; but he, darting

like an eagle among the victors, actually re-

took the British ship, killing, single-handed,

all the astonished Frenchmen who attempted to

withstand his athletic rage, and' driving the

rest over the vessel broadside into the sea. His
retentive memory and mental faculties were
spared him tiU witliin a few days of his last

;

and till above ninety he had the use of his

poweiful limbs. His father, his brother, and
his nephew, as well as himself, all served the

Prince at the same time, and! were personally

known to H.R.H. ; the father had, however,
dtawn his first sword with his Chief, Glen-

garry, under Viscount Dundee, in the battle of

KUliecrankie, who had the Royal Standard
enta'usted to his caxe, and commanded! the whole
of the Clan Donnuil'l, drawn up as of old on the

right of the army, which was composed^ almost

entirely of the Highland Clans. The mortal

remains of this veteran were deposited with the

dust of his fathers in Killechoan on Friday the

1st of December, leaving a wife, three daugh-
tei's, many grandchildren, and several great-

grandchildren to bewail his dteath ; exclusive of

sons who had fallen in the service of their

country, two of whom had followed the young
Macdonell, in the year 1792, into the 1st

Fencible Regiment, thence into the Glengarry

(or 1st British) Fencibles, and from that into

tha line." This was surely the same veteran

whose marriage was recorded in the previous

May although he was then called Ronald, and

he was said to be in his 95th year.

December 22.—^This number records the death of

the Hon. Archibald Fraser of Lovat, proprie-

tor of the Lovat Estates, and last surviving son

of Simon of the '45. Born in August 1736, he

had completed his 79th year. The obituary

notice in the "Journal" is as follows :

—"Ou
Friday the 8th inst. , the Honourable Archibald

Fraser of Lovat, Colonel Commandant of the

First Regiment of Inverness-shire Local

Militia, sometime British Consul at Algiers,

and afterwards member of Parliament for the

County of Inverness, died at his seat of Beau-

fort Castle, in the Aird, near Inverness, in

13
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the SOth yeai' of his age. He was mauled to

Jane, only sister of Sir WilUam Fraser,

Baronet, late of Roy Lodge, in the County of

Essex, by -whom he had five sons, all of whom
predeceased himself. His eldest son, who pos-

sessed distinguished abilities, sat in the first

Imperial Parliament of the United Kingdom.
He was Colonel of the Fraser Fencibles for a

series of years, and went on service with them
to Ireland, where he fell into a consumption
from fatigue, and died at Lisbon, whither he
had' gone for the benefit of his health, in the

month of April 1803. The disconsolate widow
and mother still survives to lament the loss of

all her family." Under a deed of entail the

Strichen family succeeded to the estates, and
worthily sustain the ancient honours of the

House. The eldest son of the Hon. Archibahl
Fraser left an illegitimate son, Archibald

Thomas Frederick, who under a disposition

made by his grandfather in 1812 acquired! the

lands of AbertarfE. He died in 1884, and the

lands reverted to the head of the house.

During the latter part of the year collections

were made in many parishes in the Highlands
for the benefit of wounded soldiers, and' of the

widows and orphans of the slain. By these col-

lections considerable sums were realised.

Mr James Suter, in his Memorabilia under date

1815, has the following paragraphs:—"Thorn-
bush Pier built, and old harbo-ur in part rebuilt

and deepened. Expense about £3300, raised by
the Town Council on loan, to be paid by new shore
dues. The Thornbush Pier is accessible to vessels

of 500 tons." [From paragraphs in the "Courier"
of 1818 we infer that the Thornbush Pier was only
begun in 1815, and not completed for a year or

two afterwards.]

"A Society of Solicitors formed (1815). The
members of this Society had been previously called

Writers. In 1782 there were only three Writers
in the town, and now [1822, when the notes were
written] there are above twenty."
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No. X.

With, the year 1816 a new era opens. The
long peace had begun, and with it questions
of domestic interest revived. In the High-
lands the laws relating to distilleries assumed
great importance. In the previous year the
subject had been mooted, but it now became
pressing. There was a moral and a financial

question at stake. The people were greatly

addicted to smuggling and averse to habits
of steauy industry

;.
while the market for barley

was so restricted that farmers connived at
the practice of illicit distillation for the sake
of selling their grain. As a remedy for both evils,

the local authorities petitioned Parliament
to legalise the erection of small distilleries,

nnd to secure a free market in the Lowlands
for the sale of Highland whisky. A consider-

able agitation arose on this subject, of which
some particulars are given below.

In June 1816 came the announcement that

Government and Parliament had sanctioned
the erection of small stills in the Highlands,
and county meetings were held to express
satisfaction with the new law, and to take
steps for supervising licences and putting
down smuggling. Previous to this date
licences had apparently been granted in a
free and easy fashion, and there were many
unlicensed houses. As the year advanced
distress in the Kingdom became greater owing
to the want of employment, and to the opera-
tion of the Corn Laws in keeping up the price

of grain. In Inverness poverty seems for a
time to have been relatively less than in other
places, but its presence made itself felt.

Towards the end of the year riots occurred
in London.
The year is memorable for the earthquake

which twisted the Inverness town spire. The
shock was acute and created great consterna-
tion. It was felt over a wide area, extending
from Caithness to the centre of Scotland.

From the "Inverness Journal."

1816.

January 5.—Tlo New-Year opens with the follow-

ing paragraph :
—'"We are happy in the oppor-

tunity, at the same time that we offer our
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readers the compliments of the season., of

congratulating them on the prospect of a general
and lasting peace, with which the New-Year has
been ushered in. Its immediate consequences
bear hard on the husbandman, but we could
scarcely regret effects resulting from a redund-
ancy of the most necessary articles of life,

were that redundancy less of an artificial nature
than it is. As, however, the immense im-
portations of foreign grain, which were made
on the passing of the Com Bill, wear away (the

magnitude of which, with unusually prolific

seasons, has lowered its rate to a degree quite

beyond the other articles of consumption, and'

inconsistent with the interests of any class of

society, for it is from unnaturally low prices

that famine may again be apprehended), it

may be eixpected that the produce of the coun-
try will again find its level, and being met by
the falling wages and prices of a period of

peace, that the farmer may again contemplate
his prospects with comfort." The same number
sums up the institutions which had beem started

in the town and' district during the past few
months. These were the Athenaeum, a Savings
Bank, an establishment for the suppression of

begging, a Horticultural Society, a Highland
Society, and "a Society of True Highlanders."

Ibid.
—"Died, last month, at Blaich, near Fort-

William, Sergeant Alexander Fraser, late of

the 21st Regiment, in the 99th year of his age.

He is supposed to have been the last survivor

of those who fought under his young Chief, in

the cause of the unfortunate house of Stuart in

1746."

January 12.—The collections in the High Church,
the Q-aelic Church, and the Chapel of Ease
(East Church) for the Northeni Infirmary,

amounted to £127 7s 6d. The quartern loaf

of fine flour, which previously sold at lid, had
been reduced to lOd^ and there was a prospect

that it would fall to Q^d. A proportionate re-

duction took place in inferior hread.

Ibid.
—

"Ijord Saltoun, Cblonels MacdoneH and
Mactdnnon, and Mr Hamilton, in the name of

the Scottish Highlanders, presented Louis
XVin. on the 29th ult. with a copy of Ossian

in the Gaelic language."

January 19.—^A full account of the above presenta-

tion, which was of quite a ceremonious charac-

ter, appears in this issue. The Poems were
presented from the Highland Society of Lon-
don, and the deputation was introduced by the

British Ambassador. Mr James Hamilton, the

secretary of the Society, appeared in full High-
land garb. The deputation had been also in-
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struoted to present a copy to Marshal Maodon-
ald, Duke of Tareutum, but as h© was absent on
au' important mission, it was, at the Marshal's
request, delivered to hi(s daughter, the Duchess
of Massa, "who garei a grand rout on the occa-
sion to all the beauty and fashion of Paris."

Ibid.—There is a long articfe on the subject of
smuggling and distilleries. Smuggling had
increased in consequence of depression in farm-
ing, and the increased difficulty of finding a mar-
ket for the sale of barley. "It is a fact well known
that smuggled spirits at present are cheaper,
more easily obtained, aadl consumed in greater
quantities than for many years past. There is

no duty paid for almost any part of the spirits

of home manufacture consiimedl in the Highlands
of Scotland, and we need not add' that the
quantity is very considerable and the consequent
diminution of revenue very great. Indeed, it

is very generally believed that the E.xcise duties
levied in the Highlands, including the penalties

recovered from delinquents, are scarcely suffici-

ent to defray the expense of securing and collect-

ing them." Justices of the Peace, sensible of

the hardships of the country, were disposed to
inflict slight fines. It appears that the market
in the Lowlands had lately been- opened to the
legitimate Highland distiller, but this was sub-
ject to the condition of using a still of a large
capacity, and very few could be found to em-
bark in the business. The remedy proposed was
to sanction 30 or 40 gallon stiUis in the High-
lauds, giving them a free market and fair and
moderate duties. "The subject is, in our
opinion, of vital importance to- all classes of

the community in this part of the Highlands.

"

January 26.—The County of Banff petitioned Par-

liament for the re-establishment of small distil-

leries, and for the equalisation of duties on
spirits—Scotland being then subject to a dutv
of 3d per gallon more than England and Ireland.

February 2.—This issue contains a lonp list of

premiums given by the Highland Society for

agricultural improvements, essays, and in-

ventions.

February 9.—-A subscription library was estab-

lished at Nairn, Mr James A. Grant of View-
field, presidlent.

Ibid.
—

"Died, on the 25th ult., at his seat of

Ravemhead, near Liverpool, Colonel Fraser of

Culduthel, la gentleman whose benevolent and
friendly disposition, and whose upright and
independent mind, make him equally a loss to

his private friends amd to this county."

February 16.—On Wednesday the 7th inst., the

Inverness-shire Militia marched from Forres,
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wliere they were quartered for a time. "The
Invemess-shire never were in quarters they liked

better." On their leaving, a great crowd' ac-

companied them to the Bridge of Findhom., at

which the regiment faced round and gave three

cheers, "im token of their esteem and attach-

ment for the kind friends they had left, and
their good' wishes for the success and prosperity

of the town and its vicinity."

Ibid.—^A decision of the Barons of the Exchequer
agiiin prohibited the southern market to High-
land distilled wliisky. The Inverness Farmer
Society resolved to address Parliament on the
subject. An Easter Ross faimer, writing in

flhis issue, says
—"Many of our brethren have

been ruined by the great dtepression of price

for agricultural produce, and almost all of us
are struggling with diflBculties to save our
credit."

March 8.—G. Macpherson-Grant, Esq. of Ballin-

dalloch and Invereshie, was on thei 6th cm-t..

unanimously elected member of Parliament for

the County of Sutherland.
Marcli 15.—The resolutions are publi^ed of a
county meeting in Sutherland called to consider

the Distillery Laws. Mr Macpherson-Grant,
M.P.

,
presided. The meeting complained of

the excessive malt tax and other disadvantages.
"That the provision in the Act 54 of the Kling,

allowing the use of Stills, of a capacity not
under 500 gallons, was by no means suited for

the Highland District, which, though subse-
quently redtuced by an order of the Treasury to

200 gallons, has, in such modification, and in

the permission of exportation out of the High-
land District, been entirely defeated by a recent

judgment of the Court of Exchequer in Scotland,
which has rendered nugatory the benefit in-

tended by this Act." The meeting asked for a
reduction of the malt duty by one-half ; for the
equalisation of duties between the Highland
and Lowland districts ; and for permission to

work in the Highlands with stills of the capacity
of 50 or 60 gallons.

March 22.—Tliis issue gives the resolutions of a

meeting of the County of Inverness on the sub-
ject of the Distillery Laws. Mr William Fraser-
Tytler, Sheriff-Depute and Convener, was in

the chair, and tihe resolutions were substantially
the same as those adopted by the County of
Sutherland, though differing somewhat in de-
tail. A preamble to the substantive part of
the resolutions declared that the changes asked
for by the meeting were required "for the restor-

ation of the moral character of the people, for
the promotion of the agriculture of the county,
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and for the improvement and protection of the
revenue." Meetings were teld in other coun-
ties and by Farmer Societies, making urgent
representations of the same character as those
from Sutherland and Inverness.

Ibid.—^At a ploughing match at Spynie, in Moray-
shire, "a considerable number of iron ploughs
appeared, and it was remarked that their work
was done in the neatest manner."

Ibid.
—"There is now living in the parish of

llafEord, near FoiTes, an old man named Jaanes

Watson, now aged 99 years, and his wife, C.
Gumming, also aUve in her 95th year. They
have lived together for the space of 66 years

as man and wife. Watson fought at the memor-
able battle of CuUoden."

March 29.—^A distiller in the neighbourhood of

Inverness was ruined by the decision of the
Barons of the Exchequer prohibiting the ex-

portation of spirits to tlhe Lowlands.
Apriil 5.

—"During the last month 15 foxes, 5
wild cats, and 2 badgers were killed in the

woods of Brahan by John Walker, gamekeeper
to Lady Hood Mackenzie. All these animals

were killed within a mile of the gamekeeper's

lodge.''

Ibiid.—Died, at Cantray, on 28th March, Sir David
Davidson of Cantray, Knight.

April 12.
—"The following is, we think, a curi-

ous and important fact. In 1812 an alarm being

spread that a gang of coiners and thieves were

on their way from Aberdeen t-o Inverness, the

Magistrates, by way of precaution, desired all

the publicans to be brought before them,

licensed and unlicensed, and 128 were collected.

As all those of the latter dscription were liable

to prosecution, it may be supposed that many
of them, from being overlooked, and from the

favour of the officers, did not appear." These

extra places, the writer thinks, may be "moder-

ately rated" at 32, making 160 in ah—"a num-
ber which, consideiing the population of

Inverness, must have a very pernicious effect

on the morals of the people, particularly as

the unlicensed (forming a very great proportion)

are subject to no check whatever."

April 26.—This number contains the report of the

trial of Mr SeUar in connection with the evic-

tions in Strathnaver. The jury returned a

verdict of not guilty, and the report bears that

"the highest character was established on the

part of Mr Selliar for moderation, humanity,

and kindness of disposition from his earliest d&ys

upwards."
Ibid.—"Died, at Nairn, on the 20th inst., in the

88th year of her age. Miss Alexandrina Rose
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of Kilravock, the last surviving daughter of

Hugh Rose, Esq. of Kilravock, great-grand-

father of the present Hugh Rose, Esq. of Kil-

ravock ; a lady most justly and universally

esteemed and regretted by all who had the
pleasure of her acquaintance."

Ibid.—Died, at Brora, on the 3rd, on his way
home from Aberdeen, Hugh Ma«kay, eldest son
of the late Captain John Mackay of Skerraj'.

He was in his third session at the University
of Aberdeen, and a student of exceptional pro-

mise.

May 3.—The annual meeting of Commissioners of

Supply was held. Sheriff Fraser-Tytler, Con-
verter, in the chair. A communication was read

from Mr Cha.rles Grant, member for the County,
on the subject of the Distillery Laws as affect-

ing the Highlands, "from which there is the
strongest grounds for believing that the exer-

tions which have been made by the Highland
Counties, for procuring a, fair and deliberate

investigation of their case are likely to be
attended with the most beneficial results." The
thanks of the meeting were conveyed to the
hon. member, on the motion of Mr Grant of

Corrimony, seconded by Raigmore.
Ibid.

—"Died, lately, at Glencalvie, parish of Kin-
cardine, Ross-shire, Alexander Campbell, alias

Iverach, at; the advanced age of 117 years. He
was bom in 1698, carried arms in 1716 under
William, Lord Ross, and tiE his death showed
the characteristic hardihood of a Highlander to

an uncommon degree. In the severest weather
he went witli his ne<?k and breast bare, and to
the last walked perfectly erect ; his dress the
short coat, kilt, and plaid, and his staff gener-
ally across his breast. Till the nncommon
storm of snow of last winter fell, he could
walk down to Gledtield and the Manse in a day,
the distance being about 11 miles. He entered
as a scholar last year in one of the Gaelic
Society Schools in this parish, actually learn-
ing the alphatjet, and began spelling, whemi Iiis

further progress was arrested by the failure of

his sight. He waited last harvest on the Right
Hon. Lord Ashburton at Ro,?ehall, wten his

lordship, with his wonted benevolence, gave
him a shilling for every year of his life, and
a further sum to buy a little of his favourite
usquebagh, to keep Ihis old age comfortable, in

all upwards of six guineas. His lordship's

donation outlived Iverach's days, and helped to

port the hoary veteran decently under the turf."

May 10.—^At a meeting of the Commissioners of

Supply of the County of Ross, it was resolved

to present a piece of plate, of not less than a
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hundi-ed guineas value, to Douald; Macleod,
Ksq. of Geanies, "ujs a, mark of the liigh sense

which they entei'taiu of the services rendered
by him, in the able, impartial, and successful

discharge of the dtitiies of Convener during the
long period of forty years." Mr Macleod hav-
ing resigned, Mr Mackenzie, jt. of Applecross,
was elect'Cd Convener.

May 31.—There are two public ceremonies at

Nairn reported in this issue. On 15th April
the foundation-stone was laid of a monumental
pillar to the memory of Mr John Straith. late

schoolmaster. TIhe monument was raised at tire

expense of the' Nairnshire meeting in London,
Mr Isaajc Ketchen being secretary and treasurer.

The foundation-stone was laid "in presence of

all the resident scholars in the town and parish

of Nairn; Robert Falconar, Esq., Sheriff-Sub-

stitute of the County ; Robert Dempster, Wil-
liam Robertson, and John Ore, Esquires, pre-

sent Magistrates of the Burgh of Nairn, and
the other heritors and chief residenters of the

parish. Mr Thomas Dick Lauder designed

the pillar, and Mr John M. Watt, junior,

Nairn, was architect. On the 28th of May
there was another procession held by the resi-

d'ent scholars as a commemoration. Mr Isaac

Ketchen spoke, and there was a, public dinner,

at which Mr Thomas Dick Lauder was one of

the speakers.

Jime 14.
—"In our paiper of this date the Parlia-

mentary debate which has taken place on our
Distillery Laws will be found, and it will be
seen that the two grand objects of our petitions

have been granted, namely, a free maiket for

our spirits and pel-mission to erect small stills,

even to forty gallons ; the duty is also re-

duced! 25 per cent., the Chancellor of the

Exchequer stating that it could not be made
lower without a corresponding deduction in the

English duties. The superintendence of these

smSl stills will, of course, be considerably more
expensive to Goverimient than the large ones.

W« have now a, free market, with permission

to use stills as much proportioned to small

capital as could be expectedl ; we cannot there-

fore complain of want of means to consume our

barley, oc being compelled' to drink a bad spirit

from a large still ; and we do hope thoit the

promises which accompanied our petitions, and

under which the concessions of Government have

been granted, will be fulfilled and! the object of

these concessions made effectual." Under the

bill passed at this time the duty on spirits w.is

reduced from 8s 4d to 6s 4d per gallon. It

stands at piresent at lis per gallon.

14
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Ibid.
—"Married, at Ardersier, on Saturday, the

1st curt., Jolin Macandr^TV, Esq., solicitor in

Inverness, to Catherine, daughter of James Mac-
pherson, Esq. of Ardersier." "Married, at

Inverness, on Monday, the 10th inst., P. A.
Fraser, Esq. of Oulduthel, to Jane Anne
Catherine, only daughter of E. S. Frasei-, Esq.

of Reilig."

June 28.—A correspondent at Thurso writes:—
"Although Government does not at present hold

out any encouraigemcnt, yet emigration to

America still continues to depopulate the High-
lands. In the course of last summer 137 males
and 79 females, in all 216 persons of all ages,

were shipped at this port, partly for Lord
Selkirk's property on the banks of the Red
River ; and on tbe 12th of this month the brig

Vine, of Peterhead, sailed, hence to Picton with
a cargo of the same description, to the number
of 82 pa.ssengers of both sexes, being all that

the vessel's tonnage could adinit by law. These
last were engaged by a Mr Logan, a settler in

Canada. We are informed, too, that another

ship is expected here for the same object."

'Wliile the Vine was at Thurso, its master.

Captain Davidson, and other two persons, were
drowned by their boat upsetting when crossing

tbe bar.

July 5.—On the evening of the 1st curt., the

foundation-stone of one of the piers of the Ding-
wall Canal was laid by Mr Mackenzie of Hilton,
Provost of the Burgh. The ceremony was fol-

lowed' by a luncheon.

July 12.—An Inverness Tobacco Manufactorv
estaHished some time previously, advertises "a
considerable quantity of fine and mid twist that
will bear comparison with any in the kingdom."

July 19.—Report of a meeting of the Hiorhlaud
Society of Scotlandl in Edinburgh. "Walter
Scott, Esq., in an eloquent address, brought
undler the view of the meeting the distinguished
merits of Mrs Macteod of Maclend, who, since
she became connected with the Highlands and
Islands, has ajssid'uously endeavoured to pro-
mote the industry and comfort of the peasantry
where her influience extended, by establishing
schools, building cottages, and such other
measures as were conducive to their happiness

;

amd with a view to enabling her to become more
familiar with their habits and manners, had
sucoessfidly studied their language. He con-
cluded by moving that she should be elected a
member of the Society, without the form of
baUot, with wu^ch regulation in those instances
where ladies of such distinguished rank and
merit came forward in support of the Institu-
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tion, the Society was in the habit of dispensing.

This motion having been secoudedl by Henry
Mackenzie, Esq., and supported by Lord Ban-
natyue, was unainimously adopted, and Mrs
Macleod of Macleod was elected a member ac-

cordingly."

Ibid.—Thei report of the Highland Society also

beajs that in 1814 an honorary premium was
awarded to Mr Mackenzie of Hilton for an im-
p;iov6ment of waste landl in the Valley of

StrathpefEer. The Society's highest gold medal
was now awiarded to Dr James Wishart, tenant
of the farm of Waterloo, on the TuUocH estate,

for improving about 70 acres in the same
valley.

Ibid.—The same issue reports the first anniversary
meeting of the "Society of True Highlanders,"
held at Inverlochy on the 12th of June. Many
ladies were present, and the gentlemen were
"almost to a man" in the full uijiforra of their

regiments or the Highland dress. There was a

grand' ball, which is described in glowing terms.

"Colonel Stewart of Garth wore large, round
Oaimgorm buttons, richly set; others had the

globular silver buttons of their ancestry, and
the highly finished pistols, dirks, powder-horns,

and other paraphiernalia gave an air of mag-
nificence to the whole far more brilliant than
expectation had sanctioned." The ball was led

ofE by Mrs Macdonell of Glengarry and Colonel

Stewart. Glengarry himself was the chief

organiser of this Society.

July 26.—The number gives an extract from a

book published in Paris, "The Tour of a French-

man" in Britain in 1810 and 1811. The writer,

speaking of Scotland, says:
—"Even in Scot-

land civilisation makes sensible progress, but

there may still be seen some fi,ne women, very

well dressed, with white muslin gowns, gloves,

and even a. parasol, holding their shoes and

their stockings in tiheir hands, and walking

bare-footed through the mire. They defend the

custom as cleanly, for it is absolutely necessary

to wash the feet ; as healthful, for they are

sure not to have wet covering for the feet ; and

no one can deny that it is economical."

August 2.—Died, at Nairn, on the 25th July,

Ma.jor J. G. King, of the Portuguese service.

He served under the Duke of Wellington during

the Peninsular War, and was present in every

action down to Orthes, when he was severely

woundedl while gallantly leading on his regi-

ment. From the effects of these wounds he

ultimately died at the early ai?e of 25.

Ibid.—"At'Aberdeeu, on the 13th ult., in the

73rd yeiar of his age, 52nd of his ministry, and

34th of his Episcopate, the Right Rev. John
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Skinner, senior Bishop and Primus of the

Episcopal Church in Scotland, a man whose
eminence and superior usefulness in his station

are too deeply engiaven on the hearts both of

tlie. clergy and laity of that communion ever to

bei obliterated."

August 9.—Tlie "Journal" advertises itself as the

only newspaper publisTied north of Aberdeen,

and as circulating extensively in tlie' High-

lands, in other parts of the TJnit'ed Kingdom,
and in the Colonies. Mr James Fraser is men-

tioned as editor and publisher.

Ibid.—County meetings are advertised intimating

the regulations reciuired for the e.stablishment

of small stills of not less than 40 gallons. These
stills had to be sanctioned and licensed by the

Magistrates. The Ross-shire County meeting

adopted a series of resolutions recommending
the Michaelmas Fead Court to divide the county
into districts, the Justices in each district to

meet twice a-year for tihe purpose of granting

licences, and that afterwards "the members of

the meeting will exert themselves to the utmost
of their power for the suppression of all un-

licensed tippling houses." One of the resolu-

tions is as follows :

—"That tIhe meeting are of

opinion that the practice of bestowing on the

oflBcers of Excise a proportion of the fines levied

on delinquents, ought to be discontinued, and
some other mode of remunerating their activity

adopted, because, though no doubt it proves a

stimulus to those officers to bring as many
oifenders into Court as possible, it gives them
an interest in the continuance of the illegal

trade, and forms a strong inducement to their

using indirect means to prevent its extinction.''

Ibid.
—"We understand that on Saturday the

young Chief of the Frasers came, for the first

time, to make some stay on his property at

Beaufort Castle, on which occasion numerous
bon-fires testified! the congratulation of the

tenantry and of the neighbom'ing gentlemen."
August 16.—On Tuesday, the 13th inst., about

20 minutes to 11 p.m., a violent shock of earth-

quake was felt at Inverness. "Some of the

inhabitants who had retired to rest were sud-

denly tossed out of their beds, and many were
terribly alarmed by the universal ishaking of the
houses, the rattling of the slates, and the tre-

mendous crash of large stones which were pre-

cipitated with violence from many of the
chimney tops. Happily, however, from the
lateness of the hour very few persons were then
in the streets, and consequently no lives were
lust." The concussion lasted' about 20 seconds,

and in many hoUiSes bells rung for nearly a
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minute. There was great consternation in the
town, people rushing half-dressed into the
streets, and some of them making for the coun-
try. "The atmosphere during the evening was
clear and serene, and the thermometer stood at
54 degs. without variation. In the morning it

appeared that the beautiful spire attached to
the Jail was, at the distaaioe of several feet

from the top, completely rent and twisted
several inches round, in a direction from the
east towards the north-west. As most of the
stones deitachied from the chimney tops appear
to have been thrown in the same direction, it

seems probable that the motion of the earth-
quake was from the north-west towards the
south-east, because the motion of the
undulation towards the south - east being
communicated to the lower sooner than
to the higher parts of the build-

ings, those parts of the latter whose cohesion
was not sufficiently strong, would naturally

be left behind, and projected in ai north-west
direction. This opinion is confirmed by a
soiientific gentleman well acquainted by experi-

ence with this awful phenomenon, who hap-
pened to be on the street at the time of the
concussion. By accounts already received, it

appears that th© same shock was felt at Ding-
wall, Forres, and Pitmain ; but that it was more
violent towards the north ajwl west than to-

wards the south andl east." The earthquake was
also felt at Aberdeen, the time being given at

4 minutes to 11 o'clock, and the duration of

the shock 6 seconds.

Ibid'.—The Inverness Hig'hland Society had a short
time before come to a resolution to establish a

market for sheep and wool, to be held' annually
at Inverness on the first Tuesday after the
Fort-William market, held in June. The pro-

posal met with general approbation. The In-

verness Farmer Society, at a meeting on the
9th inst. , resolved to give it their support.

Ibid.—There is a paragraph reporting the examin-
ation of the Ladies' School kept at Cromarty
by Miss Bondi. This is the lady who figures in

Hugh Miller's "Schools and Schoolmasters."
August 23.—There are continued reports of the

extent of the earthquake, one giving minute
details from Mi- Dick Lauder at Relugas. The
shock was felt from Wick to Perth and Mon-
trose. It seems to have been more violent at

Inverness than any other part of Scotland.

"A slight shock was felt here about 16 and
another about 40 years ago : in 1755 when
Ijsbon was destroyed by am earthquake, Loch-
Ness was thrown into violent agitation, but
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we do not find that this was apparent in the

present instance."

Ibid.
—"At the last Inverness-shire. Farmer Society

meeting, it was resolvied with regard to ser-

vants hired from the town land neighbourhood,
that no higher wages should be given than 6d

a-day for women, whether working at turnips,

hay, or any other employment, except shearing

in harvest, when the highest wages should be
lOd for women and Is 6d for men." "Our fish

market has of late been universally well sup-

plied. Salmon sells from 4d to 6d per lb., and
fine fresh herring at Id per dozen."

August 25.
—"The ports are definitely shut against

the import of foreign corn and flour for the

ensuing tihree months. The aggregate prices

for the last three weeks, which regulate the

imports, were—Wheat, 76s 5d ; barley, 30s Id ;

oats, 23s 3d ; rye, 42s Id ; beans, 34s 7d ; pease,

34s 8d. We trust that a continuation of the
present most favourable weather will render us
altogether independent of importation for

another year."

Ibid.—For the first time, so far as we have ob-

served, there are notes of sport in connection

with the 12th of August. The weather had
been unfavourable for shooting, "but the Mar-
quis of Huntly's party have had excellent sport,

having killed during the first week 553 brace
of muirfowl, 4 brace of ptarmigan, besides

snipes, plovers, and hares." The name of the

moor is not given. Another note states that a

party at Inveresihie would have killed a thousand
brace by Saturday night ; that in one party of

three guns, each gentleman killed from 50 to

77 brace per day. "The writer fears the an-

nihilation of the grouse ; the storm is said to

have driven them from the hills, and there

being therefore no preserve, the slaughter in

the lower lands is the more fatal."

September 6.—The weather is reported cold, with
frequent showers of hail, sharp frost at nights,

and snow on the higher hjlis. There was fear

for the crops. "Since the yeax 1782 there has
not been a more ungenial season."

September 20.—^A festival and series of games
were held at Invergarry on the 14th in connec-

tion with the Society of True Highlanders.
"At sunrise the standard waved from the old

castle tower." This was said to have been the

first time it was hoisted since the flight of

Prince Charles in 1746.

September 27.—James Robertson elected Provost
of Inverness.

Ibid.—Several persons were tried iit the Circuit

Court for obstructing and assaulting Excise
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officers in the discharge of their d'uty. The
persons found guilty were senteniced to terms
of imprisonment. Tlie presiding Judge again
complained of the insufficient accommodation of
tihe Court-house.

October 4.—Mr Charles Grant, senior, M.P. for
the County, was elected President of the Inver-
ness Auxiliary of the Bible Society, and being
present, delivered an address.

Ibid.—Colonel Baillie of Leys gave £10 to the
Society for Suppressing Mendicity, £5 to the
Coal Fund, and £85 to the Northern Infirmary
(to which on ai former occasion he had given
£15). It is stated that Colonel Baillie had been
absent for 25 years, "dui-ing a considerable por-
tion of which he filled a distinguished diplo-

matic situation with much credit to himself
and much benefit to his country." He is com-
plimented on the buildings and extensive im-
provements which he had in contemplation.

October 18.
—"Died, on the 8th curt. , at the Manse

of Dornoch, in the 71st yeiar of his age and the
39th of his ministry, the Rev. John Bethune,
D.D. , minister of Dornooh. As a man, a

clergyman, a Christian, and a relation he was
equalled by few and inferior to none. His
memory will' long be cherished with the warmest
affection ; his worth is deeply engraven on the
hearts of all who had the happiness of knowing
him ; and his loss will be deplored not only by
his sorrowing family, but by all to whom his

merits and virtues were known.
October 25.—The Northern Meeting was held the

previous week. "The meeting resolved that a
plate of 50 guineas should be given next year

out of the funds for any horse carrying 10
stone that never won a plate (Hunter's Plate ex-

cepted), to be run for on Wednesday of the
Meeting, and named a special Committee for

providing a proper course ; to defray the ex-

pense of which £20 was voted from the funds
of the Meeting."

November 1.—The annual meeting of the Trafal-

gar Club was held at Forres on the 29th ult.

,

Mr Dick Lauder of Relugas in the chair. The
Marquis of Hnntly was unable to be present

owing to the illness of a relative. "On the

motion of the Rev. John Macdonell, the large

and handsome china bowl, a present from Lord
Huntly, had tliree quarts of whisky put into it,

which being made into excellent punch, wa,s

emptied to the health of the Noble Donor."
November 8.—It is stated that the Society for the

suppression of begging had 160 pensioners. A
sum of £400 had been subscribed by members
of the Society for the requirements of the year,

and "£370 has already been recovered."
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Ibid.
—

"Died, at Ness-side, on the 1st inst., Angus
Mackintosh- of Holm, Esq., a man whose loss

will be felt in private life as the kind and con-

stant friend, the indHilgent masted-, and the poor
man's counsellor and protector ; in p-ublic life as

one whose high and correct notions of probitj'

furnished useful example and reproof ; an up-
right and assiduous Magistrate, whom neither

private viaws nor personal iniiuence could sway
from a conscientious discharge of his duty ; a
zealous a.nd active supporter of every measure
which he thought beneficial to the county."

November 15.—After the cold summer there had
been an improvement in the weather, but the
winter began with great severity, and a- heavy
fall of snow. "We regret to say that several

lives liave been lost ; two days ago the bodies
of two women and a child were found buried in

the snow, about two hundred' yards from the
great road near Dalmagarry ; the bodies of two
men have been found in the hills of Aberarder,
and two more ai'e missing. A post-boy of

Bennet's, coming from the South, was obliged-

to leave his chaise on the road, and would have
been lost but for the lights shown from the win-
dows of Moyhall, which he readied nearly in a

frozen state. "—Bread was becoming more scarce

and dear every day.

November 22.—^The arrival is chronicled of a brig

from Thurso at Halifax, Nova Scotia, with 139
passengers, chiefly farmers and mechanics.

"About the first week in September 368 settlers

or emigrants aixived at Quebec from Great
Britain, and six other vessels were then reported

going up the river St Lawrence with passen-

gers." The economic condition of America was
represented as very unfavourable, and emi-

graoits were warned against going out.

Ibid.
—"The average of the last six weeks halving

definitely been struck, the importation of wheat,
barley, oats, and rye is permitted ; the scarcity

on the Continent is, however, so great that the

importation will, we apprehend, be limited.

The public is indebted to some active individuals

for the quantity of grain and meal which has

already been imported here—that the price rises

is not owmg to them but to the state of the

times. Compared with our neighbours, we
certainly have no cause for comjilaint. Whilst
the population in other places are starving for

want of employment, we have had abundamce
of work." It is stated, however, in another

paragraph that there is a quantity of corn still

unharvested.

December 13.—Riots in London due to distress

and the growth of discontent are reported, but
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with expressions of strong disapproval. "The
leaders afiect to have held a correspondence with
various other quarters, and dispositions to riot

have manifested themselves at Dundee and other
plaoes, but quietness is again restored ; and we
trust the instigators of these outrages will not
escape the punisliment they merit." Move-
ments to provide emplojonent for the neigh-

bouring poor are reported from Edinburgh and
Aberdeen. In the North proposals are on foot

for erecting small distilleries.

December 20.—Mr John Ross, Coram Street, Lon-
don, sent a hundred guineas for the benefit of

the poor of Tain, especially for families of the
name of Ross. This was the fourth time he had
contributed to the relief of the poor in Tain.

The following further items appear in Mr James
Suter's Memorabilia under date 1816 :

—"Several
private individuals commenced Sabbath School.s

for poor children at their own expense. A fund
of £118 aryear, which had been bequeathed to

the Town Council by Mr Anderson, of Glasgow,
formerly a merchant in the town, for relief of poor
householders, was this vear first distributed."

15
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No. XI.

In the year 1817 public distress and public
discontent both began to assume serious pro-

portions. The discontent was largely due to

distress ; and several paragraphs in the sub-
joined notes show how severely the country
was suffering. In the chief towns Committees
were organised to provide for the unemployed.
In Inverness a Soup Kitchen was opened for

the first time. Throughout the Highlands the
leading proprietors purchased or pledged their

credit for large quantities of meal and seed.

One ingenious landlord imported 3000 lbs. of

rice and 200 cwts. of treacle. Political dis-

content had not yet appeared in the North of

Scotland, but elsewhere it was showing itself

in various outbreaks, the most alarming being
directed against the Prince Regent. The
Government were timid, reactionary, and in-

competent to deal with the state of affairs

whicii had come into existence after the peace
of 1815.

The Criminal Code was at this date still harsh.

At the Inverness Spring Circuit Court of 1817,

a woman was sentenced to be executed for

housebreaking, or rather for merely assisting

the men who committed the crime, and who
had escaped. The sentence was not carried

into effect : the woman was twice respited,

and her punishment ultimately commuted to

two years' imprisonment. In another case the
barbarous punishment of public flogging was
inflicted by the local authorities on a female
delinquent. This is generally said to have
been the last instance of the kind in the
United Kingdom, but a correspondent of the

"Journal" drew attention to the fact that a

similar punishment was inflicted in Perth while

the bill aboHshing it was actually passing

through Parhament.
The first Sheep and Wool Market at Inver-

ness was held in 1817. The date was the third

Tuesday in June, and the market was held only
for one day.

In 1817 a movement sprang up in Scotland
in favour of burgh reform. At this time Town
Councils elected themselves, and managed the
finance of their burghs without control or
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supervision. A curious incident stimulated
the movement for redress. "In 1817," says
Mr Spencer Walpole in his History, "the
Magistrates of Montrose actually presumed to
elect themselves by ballot. It was the first

occasion on which secret voting had ever been
applied to any municipal election. The
authorities, shocked at the recklessness of a,

municipaUty which was capable of committing
so palpable an illegality, decided on quashing
the election, and on issuing a warrant alter-

ing what was called in Scotland the "set" or
constitution of the burgh. Instead of the old
Councillors electing the new, the warrant
authorised the burgesses to elect their own
Magistrates." This was the "poll" election

which other burghs hkewise desired to
exercise ; or if they could not obtain quite so

much, they were anxious to confine the action

of their Magistrates and Town Councils within
the limits of each local constitution, and to

look into the disposition of the funds. The
bankruptcy of Aberdeen excited widespread
consternation. The general movement had
effect on local authorities, and specific results

in several instances ; but municipal reform in

the broad sense was not secured until 1833.

Inverness, as will by-and-bye appear, had its

local machinery upset for a time by the Court
of Session.

In December 1817 the "Courier" was estab-

lished. We have followed the file of the
"Journal," however, to the end of the year,

and reserve an account of the estabKshment of

the "Courier" until our next instalment.

From the "Inverness Journal.^'

1817.

January 3.—^A soup kitclieii established for the

first time in Inverness. Seven hundred' necessit-

ous persons shared in a: distribution of coal.

Ibid.
—"Died, at Ardersier, in this vicinity, within

these few days, a gander, well known to have
been full grown when the foundation of Fort-

George was laid in the year 1748. His helpmate
died only two years ago."

January 17.
—"On the 5th inst., at Mountgerald,

Ross-shire, John Munro, labourer, at the very
advanced age of 108 vears. He enjoyed a sound
constitution until a short time before his death ;

his sight and other organs were unimpaired

;

he could see from his own house a ship or boat
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at the entrance of Cromarty Firth a distance of
20 miles."

February 7.—Account of a riotous attack on the
Prince Regent and his escort as they were
returning from the opening of Parliament. An
agitation for Parliamentary Reform begins to
assume consequence. The more violent re-

formers were frequently addressed by "Orator
Hunt," but meetings of a temperate character
were also held.

February 14.
—

"In these distempered times of riot

and discontent, it is gi'atifying to see the sense
of the nation so warmly and promptly mani-
fested with regard to the most atrocious and
treasonable attack on the Prince Regent. Ad-
dresses pour in from every quarter, and we
are glad to see our county join in so proper
and seasonable a display of loyalty and attach-

ment to the son and representative of oui'

Sovereign. It is deeply to be regretted that

some of the principal actors in the scene were not
seized ; a salutary example at the present mo-
ment could not fail to be beneficial to the ad-

vocates of universal suffrage and annual
Parliaments ; in other word's, of anarchy, con-

fusion, and revolution."

February 28.—It is announced that "as the High-
land road between Inverness and Perth is now
passable," the Caled'onian Coach will begin run-

ning on the 3rd of March, twice a-week each
way.

Ibid.—The Corporation of the City of Aberdeen
was at this time found to be bankrupt. The
Burgesses of Gnild met and adopted a resolution

declaring that in their opinion this was "the

natural result of the Town Council being self-

elected, and the government of it having be-

come, as it were, the inheritance of a few
individuals, forming a secret junto, considering

themselves not amenable to their fellow-citizens

for misrule." The "Journal" made the occur-

rence a text for criticism of the administration

of the Town Council of Inverness.

Ibid.
—"Died, suddenly, on the 14th curt., at her

house in Edinburtrb. the Hon. Eupheraia
Stewart, widow of William Stewart, Esq., late

of Castle Stewart, and sister of Kenneth, late

Earl of Seaforth."

March 7.—^"In our Journal of the 28th June last

it will appear that the Inverness Highland
Society resolved on the establishment of a sheep

and wool market in our town as the most cen-

trical station in the Highlands. In pursuance

of this resolution, a meeting was, by advert'se-

ment, convened at Bennet's Hotel on the 27th

last, and was very numerously and most respect-
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ably attended. It appeared that from every
quarter of the country, and by all the Southern
dealers, the most earnest d'esire was manifested
for the establishment of the proposed market
at Inwrness. A letter was producecLfrom the
Secretary of the Sutherland and Caithness As-
sociation indicating the-r cordial support and
anxious desire to co-operate, by every means,
towards the prosperity of the market; and
assurances of approbation were given from the
following houses and persons interested in the
wool trade; so that the first market may be
expected to have a much greater attendance
than any ever heretofore held in the Highlands."
A list of those approving follows, and an ad-
vertisement fixes the date of the market as the
third Tuesday of June. Mr Peter Anderson,
solicitor, was secretary to the meeting.

March 14.—This issue contains a paragraph con-
demning the flogging of a woman named Grant
through the streets of Inverness. The punish-
ment was inflicted three times within a fort-

night. The writer of the paragraph admits that
example was necessary, and was made in this

case with the best intention ; but he urges
rightly that the public flagellation of a woman
is repugnant to feeUngs of respect and delicacy.

"On the unfortunate object in question, a young
and handsome woman, the hardened indifference

and audacity with which she bore and ridiculed

the punishment, showed that it failed of effect

—

so much, indeed, that notwithstanding this

third flagellation, she returned' from her
'banishment' the same evening." A few months
afterwards, mainly as the result of this case,

an Act was passed abolishing the power to whip
women publicly ; and some years later the sex
was exempted from the private infliction of

such punishment. In certain States of the
American EepnbHc public flagellation, on both
sexes, is still occasionally administered.

Ibid.—'A coiBrespondent sends a letter stating

that a monument had been erected to the
memory if Captain Thomas Humberstone Mac-
kenzie, of the 78th Regiment, and of Captain
Grant, Lieut. Anderson, and non-commissioned
officers and privates of the same regiment who
fell at the storming of Ahmednuggur in India on
8th August 1803. 'The monument stands on
the spot where Captain Humberstone Mackenzie
fell, and consists of a massy slab of the most
durable stone, securely built in the wall of the
town, and arched overhead, with a suitable

inscription, surmounted by the Mackenzie crest,

a stag's head and antlers, with the words 'Cabar

Feidh,' and the regimental motto, 'Cuidich an
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Righ.' It was erected in 1814 by the Hon. Lady
Hood Mackenzie of Seaforth, who marked out

the site, drew the design and' inscription, and

gave orders for erecting the work at her own
expense. It is worthy of remark that h«r lady-

ship (whose father, the late Lord Seaforth, had
raised the 78th Regiment) in travelling across

the Peninsula from Bombay in 1813, should

happen to pass through the very place where
that regiment had so admirably distinguished

itself ; and she was struck with the desire

of perpetuating, by some lasting memorial, the

gallantry of her young relative. Captain H.
Mackenzie, an officer of hieh promise, and of

his countrymen who fell in that memorable
a/ssault." The attack, it seems, was unwittingly

madte at the most impracticable part of the wall,

and officers and men fell in a gallant but futile

attempt to carry the position. "Captain Mac-
kenzie had gained' the summit ; he found there

no footing, but his gallant spirit would not

suffer him to think of retreat ; calling to his

men to foUow him, he instantly leaped into the

town amongst the enemy, \mt the height was
so great that his knees on coming to the ground
bent under him, and before he could recover

himself he was speared' in many places. The
few men who had gained the top of the wall

did not hesitate for a moment in resolving to

share his fate ; and thus was lost in very early

youth an officer of the highest hopes, whose
mild' and amiable manners were joined to a high
and ardent courage, which too soon deprived' his

country of one whom length of life would have
made a shining ornament to his profession.

Captain Grant was also an officer of great pro-
mise ; he had' volunteered on that occasion, and
on gaining the top of the wall, called out that
there was no footing ; but forgetful in his own
person of the caution which he taught his com-
panions, he received a shot which almost in-

stantly proved fatal ; he was a son of Mrs Grant,
Forres. The attack, of course, faded, and the
strength of the place and garrison having been
ascertained, the siege was subsequently carried
out in due form. Captain Mackenzie was also

paymaster of the regiment." The above account
was furnished to the "Journal" by a gentleman
who was personally and intimately connected
with the two officers. The official account by
Lieut. -Colonel Adams, published by Major
Davidson in his History of the 78th, says that
Captain Mackenzie and Captain Grant were both
shot at the top of their resoective ladders.

Captain Grant at the time was under arrest

for fighting a duel, and volunteered for the at-
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tack. His father had been Provost of Foires, and
lie had several brothers whoattainej distinction.

One of them, if we mistake not, Lieut. -Colonel
Colquhoun Grant, was an Intelligence Officer of

great sei-vice to Wellington in the Peninsular
War.*

Ibid.—^The poor of the town and parish of Elgin
are represented as suffering severely from the
distress of the times. A sum of £300 had
been subscribed and a Conunittee appointed to

distribute the fund until the month of Septem-
ber, when it was hoped that harvest labour and
the produce of a new crop would enable the
people to provide for themselves.

April 4.—The. Highland Wociety of London met
un the previous Friday to celebrate the anni-
versary of the battle of Alexandria, that being
also the day of the incorporation of the Society.

The Duke of York was in the chair, and the
company included the Duke of Argyll, the Duke
of Atholl, the Marquis of Huntly, Glengarry,
Sir j3ineas Mackintosh, and many other High-
land gentlemen. The Duke of York, in name
of the Society, presented to the 4aiid Regiment
a piece of plate in recognition of its distin-

guished services, the Marquis of Huntly, ax.

Commander of the regiment, receiving the gift.

The plate consisted of a richly chased silver

tripod, the legs ornamented with thistle foliage,

and the plinth bearing a medallion portrait of

Sir Ualph Abercromby.
Ibid.—Died, at CoUumpton, Devon, on the 22nd

ult., on his way from Sidmouth to Clifton,

William Chisholm of Chisholm, Esq.

April 11.—The Marquis of Huntly procured from

Government six hundred bolls of meal, to be
sent for the relief of people in the HighlaJids,

with a promise that more was to follow.

April 25.—A citizen writes complaining that

haJf-a-crown had to be paid by a marriage party

of townspeople crossing one of the bridges. Tolls

at that time existed, but this was considered an
exorbitant exaction.

May 2.
—"Mr Alexr. Dingwall, plumber in

Greenock, has lately paid into the hands of the

Kirk treasurer of Dingwall, a kgacy of £50
sterling, bequeathed by his deceased brother,

Mr Donald Dingwall, late of Demerary, for the

behoof of the poor of that parish, where he

drew his first breath, and where he at last ended

his days."

Ibid.—^A paragraph gives an account of what
Highland proprietors have done in the way of

lowering lents, and importing meal and seed

oats for the benefit of their poorer tenantry.

* See Note A—The Grants of Forres.
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Mr Macphersoai^Grant of BaUindaUoch, for in-

stance, had secured 800 bolls of meal in Banfi-

shire .and 500 bolls from Berwick for the supply

of his estate. Lord Reay had pledged his credit

to the Government to obtain a supply of 1800

bolls of meal; and the Marquis of, Stafford had
sent for the supply of his Sutherland tenantry

5400 boUs of meal and nearly 500 bolls of

potatoes for seed, at an expense of at least

£7000, besides purchasing black cattle from
the tenants, and spending large sums for the

employment of the distressed on his English

estates. Other Highland' proprietors who could

not do as much, had lowered their rents from
15 to 20 per cent., and were giving guarantees

to the Government for the supply of oats.

Ibid.—^A woman named Barbara Mackay, from
Caithness, was tried at the Circuit Court for

being one of several concerned in breaking
into ajid robbing a shop at Isauld. She was
traced by means of a five-franc piece, which was
part of the spoil, and which she endeavoured to

pass. The woman, confessed that she had kept
watch while others carried out the robbery, and
that she had received' silver and copper. The
jury returned a' verdict of guilty, andl the
woman was sentenced to be executed at Inver-

ness on the 13th of June. She was subsequently
respited and the sentence was commuted.

Ibid.—^A citizen of Nairn, formerly Chief

Magistrate, was convicted of assaulting » lawyer
at Elgin to the effusion of blood and' danger of

life, and was sentenced to six months' imprison-

ment in the Tolbooth of Elgin. The Court
would not consent to send the prisoner to be
confined at Nairn on account of the "notorious
insufficiency" of the jail there, and they threat-

ened to take strong measures unless the jaiJ was
made secure.—^At the same Court, two men were
sentenced to six months' imprisooiment for de-

forcing Excise officers ; a man was sentenced to

14 years' transportation for sheep-stealing ; and
a woman for numerous acts of theft was sen-

tenced to seven years' transportation. In the
two latter cases, the Advocate-Depute restricted

the libel to "an arbitrary punishment," other-

wise the sentences might have been capital.

The restriction to "arbitrary punishment" fre-

quently occurs in the report of Circuit cases.

One wonders why it was not adopted in the
case of the woman convicted of housebreaking.

May 9.—The Commissioners of Supply voted £50
to the fund' for the employment of the labouring
poor of Inverness, acd authorised the payment
of another £50 if required.

Ibid.—It is announced that the Militia regiments
are not to be caDed out this year for training.
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May 16.—^Lady Hood Mackenzie of Seaforth

pledged her credit to Government for 4000 bolla

of oats ajid 50 tons of potatoes, to be landed at

Stornoway and distributed among the people.

May 23.—^A list of sirbscriptions is published to-

wards the issue of a Dictionary of the Gaelic

language, under the patronage of the Highland
Society of Scotland. The total amount of sub-

scriptions i« nearly £1900. The Society itself

gave £725 ; the Hin-hland Society of London,
£105 ; and Sir John Macgregor Murray, for

certain friends in India and himself, £250.

Ibid.
—"The CJhisholm's funeral, wliich took place

on Friday (16th), was conducted with a degree

of splendour which rivalled the usage of ancient

times in the last tribute of homage and respect

to the remains of deceased chiefs. Invitations

were very general throughout this and the neigh-

bouring counties, and near 240 guests sat down
to a sumptuous entertainment provided by Mr
Cant at Beauly. The commonalty, of whom a

very large assemblage were in attendance, had
not been forgotten ; eight bolls of oatmeal baked
into bread, ample quantities of cheese, and 20

ankers of whisky were distributed among them ;

not satisfied, however, with this liberal supnly.

thev made free with Mr Cant's stores of wines

and other liquors, and we regret to understand

tihat a man and two women died of the effects

of intoxication. Many battles with sticks and

fists and stones were fought, and many cracked

crowns were given and received, but beyond the

foregoing melancholy instances, we believe no
further fatal effects ensued : various depreda-

tions, however, were committed, and amonest
others, some of the riders, we understand, dis-

covered next morning that they had come home
without their saddle-flaps, the well-dressed

leather of which, it had been discovered, would

make superior brogue soles." The interment

took place in Beauly Priory.

May 30.—"On Wednesday, the 21st May, at Lady
Seaforth's, Charlotte Square, James Alexander

Stewart, Esq. of Glasserton, to the Hon. Lady
H. Mackenzie of Seaforth." The marriaee was

celebrated' with rejoicings on the Seaforth

estates.

Ibid.—The Horticultural Society of London
awarded their medal to Sir George S. Macken-

zie for his improvement of forcing houses, by
giving glass the form of a portion of a sphere.

Ibid.
—"The motion for a Committee to inquire

into the state of the representation of the people,

made by Sir Francis Burdett, and rejected bv

a majority of 188, was the same made by Mr
Pitt in 1782, and' lost onlv bv a majoritv of

'
' 16
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20. It was again brought forward in 1812 by
Mr Brand, and rejected by a majority of 127,

the minority counting 88. Mr Tierney ascribed

the falling-olf to the intolerance of its advocates,

who thought Reform might be carried without
the aid of the superior orders of society."

June 13.—The Northern Missionary Society held

its lannual meeting at Inverness, when the Rev.

C. Matheson, of Kilmuir, and the Rev. J. Mac-
donald, of tfrquhart, preached. A collection

amounted to £72 13s 6d. The Society resolved

to send £100 to the Edinburgh Missionary

Society for the support of Givelic schools in the

Highlands, and £50 to the Hibernian Society,

engaged in carrying on education in Ireland.

—

An auxiliary to the Edinburgh Bible Society

was formed' in Forres.

Ibid.—-"We have heard with pleasure that Mr
Grant of Elchies has shipped from London to

Findhorn 3000 lbs. of rice and 200 cwts. of

treacle for the supply of the poor on his estates

in the counties of Banff and Elgin."

June 20.—The first Sheep and Wool Market was
held at Inverness on the third Tuesday of June.

The Committee arranged' that the market should

last but twenty-four hours, as "it has generally

been remarked that when markets are of many
days continuance, almost all the business is

done on the last." An ordinary, purveyed by
Mr Bennet, was held in the Northern Meeting
Rooms. Mr Grant of Corrimony, "who was
among the first of our proprietors to introduce

the system of sheep farming," presided. Among
the largest purchasers were Mr Lockwood, from
Huddersfield, and Mr Mackiunon of Corry-
chatachan. It is noted that the Fort-William
Market had been well attended, and the prices

were considerably better than last year, viz.,

18s ; at the Inverness Market they had increased

to i9s 6d, and the Cheviot to 23s per stone ;

one or two parcels were stated to have been
sold at 24s. "The number of gentlemen inter-

ested in sheep farming who attended from the
Northern Counties was very considerable. Our
flocks are so rapidly on the increase that we
understand' that there is in Sutherlandshire alone

not less than 100,000 Cheviot." The Northern
Association of Gentlemen Farmers and Breeders
of Sheep continued to act on a resolution which
they ha-d previously adopted to give liberal

]H-emiums for the destruction of foxes, eagles,

"and other animals.," which were destructive
to the growing numbers of their sheep and
lambs.

Ibiid.—The members of the Nairnshire Meeting in

London placed £53 at the disposal of the Com-
mittee for the relief of the poor in Nairn,
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Ibid.
—

"Died, on the 8th inst., the Rev. Alexander
Macadam, minister of Nigg, Ross-shire, in the
69th year of his age." A cordial tribute is

paid to Mr Macad'am's character, learning, and
impressive power as a preacher.

June 27.—On the previous Monday two smart
shocks of earthquake werei felt in Inverness.

They were also felt, and rather more severely,

in Urquhart and Dores. In some houses the
bells were put in motion. A slight shock was
said to have been experienced a week or two
before, but the Editor himself had not observed
it.

Ibid.—^A long report is given of a gala day held

by the Society of True Highlanders at Inver-

lochy. The Society was making a collection of

tartans, and' members paid special attention

to the completeness a/nd correctness of their

Highland dress.

Ibid.—^A stone coffin with human skeleton was
found in the neighbom'hood of Dingwall. A
copper [bronze] dagger was found buried in the

skull, and an earthern jar beside the skeleton.

July 4.—The number contains verses written on
visiting the monument erected near Fort-

WiUiam to the memory of Colonel Cameron,
of the 92nd Highlanders, who fell at Quati-e

Bras. "The Monument stands northward of

the Fort, a simple and plain, but at the same
time an elegant and lofty column. The
foundation of it was laid on the 7th April

last with Masonic honours, by Mr Patrick

Henderson, Right Worshipful Master of the

Fort-William Lodge, accompanied by the

brethren, and the ceremony was concluded

with a most suitable and appropriate prayer

by the Rev. Duncan Macintyre, minister of

the parish of Kilmallie and Chaplain of the

Lodge, in presence of a. vast concourse of

people of all ranks, who on this occasion testi-

fied a cordial interest highly honourable to the

memory of the deceased." The following are

two stanzas from the visitor's eulogiaam :
—

"Now, Cameron, rest! while Waterloo

Enrols thee in its annals gory,

It weeps thy loss with sorrow true,

And bids Fame note thy bed of glory.

"Now, Cameron, rest ! Yon column high

May tell thy tale in accents bolder,

But many a heart thy name shall sigh.

Till like thine own they, too, shall moulder.''

July 11.—"The Strathpeffer Wells have a much
gayer and more uumerous attendance this sea-

son than ever they had before." The hope is

expressed that facilities may be given for feuing.
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July 25.
—

"In consequence of contributions from
tlie Second and Strathnairn districts, one of

which has given £50 and the other £40, a
very considerable improvement is making in

the entrance to the town by Castle Street,

about a third of the acclivity of which from
the pavement will be taken, away. The princi-

pal advantage to these districts will arise from
the greater facility with which lime and manure
can be conveyed to them, but the convenience

to the town will be great." The work seems
to have been carried out under the direction of

a Committee, fonned for the relief of the un-

employed. Incidentally we learn that cattle

markets were held somewhere near the top of

Castle Street.

Ibid.—The Excise had a conflict at the wood of

Spittal, in Ross-shire, with a party which was
endeavouring to convey smuggled salt from
the West Coast to the Inverness markets. The
officers captured 20 horses, with a bag of salt

each. In the struggle one of the smuggling
party was severely wounded, and one of the
horses killed.

August 1.
—"The circulating medium was so

scarce that there was little business of any
description transacted at the market held! here
last week."

Ibid.
—"The stock farmers in the Counties of

Sutherland and Caithness having now brought
their flocks to that extent and perfection that
Ihey annually export to the English market
better than fourteen thousand Cheviot sheep,
and flfteen thousand stones of Cheviot wool,
they think it of importance to establish an
annual meeting for the purpose of competition
in stock, of rewarding the best shepherds, and
for estabUshing a fair for the sale of tups and
choice ewe stock." The meeting was fixed for

the 'Ai\.^ of August, at the Kvle of Sutherland,
being the week of the annual cattle market
there, and was duly held on that date.

August 8.—Died, on the 23rd ult. , the Rev.
Thomas Bain, Rector of the Academy of Fort-
rose.

Ibid.
—"At Knockbain, parish of Kirkhill,

on the 3rd inst., John Eraser, aged
102 years. He fought under the ban-
ner of the Chief of the Clan at Culloden,
and on many other occasions ; he has been
always a careful, sober man ; he could, till

within the last two years, dance a Highland
reel with as much spirit as a man of thirty
years of age, had a very extensive memory,
and would rehearse many anecdotes regarding
his Chief's exploits."
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August 22.—Mr Gilchrist, marble and atone
cutter, "a craft hitherto unknown in this

quarter," beg&,n business in Inverness. He
was the first to introduce his trade to Aber-
deen, about thirty years before, and still main-
tained a large establishment there.

September 12.—Six feet of water were admitted
into the Caledonian Canal from Loch-Ness, to

facilitate the conveyance of materials from
Clachnaharry for building the locks at the west
endl. "On Tuesday a sloop, with 300 barrels

of coal, was dragged by a pair of horses from
Clachnaharry to Loch-Ness."

Ibid.
—"Died, at Dornoch, on the 23rd ult., at

the advanced age of 96 years, John Barclay,
Esq., Dean of Guild. He was on the Magis-
tracy of that ancient burgh for the last 47
years. The strictest attention to the interest

of the community in the discharge of the duties

of hi® office, the most inflexible integrity in

every branch of business, and the uniformity of

his general character gained; him the love and
esteem of his friends and fellow-citizens."

September 19.
—"The Marquis of Huntly's party

has shot this season upwards of 1400 brace of

grouse; and, notwithstanding the very wet
weather, the Marquis of Tavistock shot in three

days 40, 45, and 51 brace."

Ibid.
—"The True Highlanders Fete was this year

preceded by the revival of the Ancient Cale-

donian Hunt, which lasted for three successive

days, and, including the Committee meeting,

occupied the whole week. This noble recrea-

tion produced less venison than was antici-

pated, though quite as many shots were fired,

ball .practice being l«ss sure with most High-
landers than it was with their ancestors

;
yet

some of the roe deer fell in capital style at

the height of their sneed." The writer of the

paragraph (a correspondent) glorifies Glen-

garry. "Such was th« enthusiastic feeling

abroad," that a gentleman named Macintyre

took the silver dirk from his own side a-nd pre-

sented it to the young heir of Glengarry;

and when the boy refused it, the gentleman

sent it to Glengarry, begging him to accept it

on behalf of his son, "as the Macintyres claimed

the Chief of the Macdonells as the Chief of

their blood likewise and the author of their

race." All which and much more of a similar

kind is freely punctuated with italics. The
frequent communications about this Society

seem either to have been written by Glengarry

himself, or to have been sent by some one in

his immediate circle.

Ibid.
—"Here, on the 9th inst. [died] Jean Robert-
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son. TMs extraordimary character usually

employed herself in gathering dulse and shell-

fish, with which she occupied her station in

the market, until within a few days of her

death. She would ocoasionally take a trip to

the country to retail tea, and was not ashamed
to beg at times. Aftei' her death, upwards of

£60 in bank bills and £3 in silver were found
in her apartment, which she had completely

filled with clothes, provisions, and fuel, piled

up to the roof, leaving only about four feet

round the fire-place of vacant space ; yet the
poor wretch appeared in the same tattered

garb upwards of 20 years, and is supposed
to have shortened the period of her existence

by abstaining from the common necessaries of

life."

Ibid.—An Auxiliary of the Edinburgh Society

for the Education of Deaf and Dumb Children
was established at Inverness.

September 25.—James Eobertson re-elected Pro-
vost of Inverness.

October 3.
—"On Saturday last a sloop and a

barge, laden with coals, went through the
Caledonian Canal to Foi-t-Augustus, having
lain for some hours below the Muirtown draw-
bridge. The inhabitants of Inverness were
apprised of the circumstance, and the novelty
soon attracted a vast concourse of all ranks
and ages; the banks were literally lined with
spectators on this occasion."

Ibid.—James Fowler of Grange and WeUfield
elected Provost of Fortrose ; William Murray,
banker, elected Provost of Tain.

Ibid.—Barbara MacKay, prisoner in the Tolbooth
of Inverness, under a respite during pleasure,

had her sentence commuted into two years' im-
prisonment, commencing with the date of her
conviction.

October 10.
—"At last the monster Self-election

has received a wound; the Royal Warrant is

issued for a poU election of Magistrates at Mon-
trose." The "Journal" speaks strongly in

favour of the necessity for "emancipation" in
Inverness. Its columns in this and other issues

are full of criticisms of local doings.

October 24.—^Amoug those present at the North-
ern Meeting were, the Marquis and Marchioness
of Huutly, Lord and Lady Saltoun, the Hon.
Mis Stewart Mackenzie of Seaforth and Mr
Stewart Mackenzie; Colonel MacdoneU of
Glengarry and Mrs MacdoneU. Glengarry
was in the complete ij-ighland garb, belted
plaid, broadsword, pistols, dirk, &c. Horse
races were held at Fort-George.

October 31.—The Guild-brethren of Inverness
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met and appointed a Committee to wait on
the Provost, and present a petition for the re-
covery of their rights. It is stated that the
Provost "received the deputation -with his
wonted politeness, and stated that he would
lay the petition before the Town Council." In
the same issue there is an advertisement of "a
letter addressed to the Guild-brethren of In-
verness on the subject of Burgh Reform, ly
Niel McNess." To this was annexed a form o"f

petition.

Ibid.—^A movement for reform was also on foot
at Forres, and a protest had been lodged against
the recent election of Magistrates and Council-
lors there. The burgesses and Guild-brethren
were denied admission to the Court-house to
make their protest at the Michaelmas Head
Court, but they took their stand in the High
Street, and read their protest at the door. A
Committee was appointed to take measures to
obtain redress. It is stated by the Forres cor-
respondent that "besides the demon of self-

election which is so justly complained of, it is

not held requisite by the present system here
to have even the majority of Councillors resi-

dent within the burgh ; and at last election the
three bailies, Dean of Guild, Treasurer, and
one counciEor were all that the good town was
considered capable of furnishing." The Protest
bore that

—"The Person elected as Provost, and
a majority at least of those elected as council-

lors, are neither merchants, traffickers, nor
inhabitants within the said burgh, nor do in

any way come within the description of persons
eligible to be elected as Provost or Councillors
by the Acts of Parliament," &c. Complaint is

made that the Provost was, at least at the time
of his election. Provost of the burghs of CuUen
and Elgin, "oifices the conjunction of which in

one individual is most unconstitutional and
iltegal, and to all interests and purposes dis-

quaUfied' him from being elected as Provost of

oiur said burgh, even if otherwise eligible." The
Forres burgesses had undoubtedly reason to

protest.

November 7.—At a Committee meeting of the

Bible Society, the Treasurer was instructed to

remit £100 to the British and Foreign Bible

Society, being nearly the whole amount of the

funds in their hands. An application for 20
Bibles to poor children attending Raining's

School was sustained.

Ibid.—On the 21st inst., the Trafalgar Club dined

at Maclean's Inn at Forres to celebrate the anni-

versary of the battle. Thomas Dick Lauder of

Relugas was in the chair, supported by the
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Marquis of Huntly and the Rev. John Mac-
donetl. The following was one of the toasts

:

—"The Prison of St Helena, and may the turn-

keys be alwa.ys on the alert." On the motion
of the Chairman, the name was changed from
"Club" to "Trafalgar Meeting," and the iuar-

quis of Huntly was elected Patron.

Ibid.—Died, at Belfast, on the 18th October,

Sergeant Alexander Cameron, pipe-major of the

92ndi or Gordon Highlanders. "His merits as a

performer on the Highland bagpipe were gener-

ally acknowledged, but they could only be duly
appreciated by those who felt the inspiring

effects of his animating strains on the toilsome

march or amid the thunder of battle. He
served in the Peninsula during the whole of

the late war, and by his zeal attracted- the notice

of several officers of high rank. Lieut. -General

Sir William Erskine, in a letter to a friend after

the affair of Rio del Molinas, says
—

'The first

intimation the enemy had of our approach was
the piper of the 92nd playing "Hey Johnny
Cope are ye waukin' yet?" To this favourite

air from Cameron's pipe the streets of

Brussels re-echoed on the night of the

15th June, when the regiment assem-
bled to march OTit to the field of

Waterloo. How many a brave fellow heard
it then for the last time ! Once, and once only,

was this brave soldier missed in his accustomed
place in the front of the battle, and the occa-

sion strongly marks the powerful influence

which the love of fame had upon his mind.
In a London newspaper a very flattering

eulogium had appeared on the conduct of a.

piper of another regiment. Our gallant
musician, anxious that no one should surpass him
in zeal or intrepidity, felt hurt that he shoald
not also have gained this flattering distinction,

and declared that 'if his name did not appear
in the newspapers he would no more play on
the battlefield.' Accordingly, in the next affair

with the enemy, Cameron's pipe [at first] was
mute ! Some insinuation against the piper
reached his ear. The bare idea of his conduct
being misunderstood was torture to poor
Cameron, and overcame at once the sullen re-

solntion he had formed of remaining silent in
the rear. He rushed forward, and not con-
tent with gaining his place at the head of
the regiment, advanced with a party of

skirmishers, ajid placing himself on a height, in

full view of the enemy, continued to animate
the iparty by playing favourite national airs.

For the last two years his health sensibly de-
clined. He was afflicted with an asthma which
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the blowing of the bagpipe tended to aggravate.
Notwithstanding, he could not be induced to

resign his favourite employment, but continued
till very lately to play 'The Gathering' for the
daily assembly of the regiment. His remains
were attended to the grave by several officers,

all the non-commissioned officers, and the
grenadier comoany to which he belonged."

November 14.—^The death of the Princess Char-
lotte, which plunged the whole nation into

mourniu'^, is recorded' in this issue.

Ibid.—An advertisement announces that on the
4th December a new weekly paper, entitled

"The Inverness Courier," will appear. All
orders are to be addressed to the publisher, W.
Ettles, bookseller, Inverness ; Mr Andrew
yievwright, editor ; or Messrs Newton & Co.

,

news agents, London.
Ibid.—The Nairnshire Harvest Home Meeting
was held in Richardson's Inn, Nairn, on the
31st ult., attended by the County gentry. "The
dancing (of which a variety was exhibited from
the French Quadrille to the old Scottish Bump-
kin) was kept up with great spirit to an early

hour." Colonel Rose of Kilravock presided at

the supper.

Ibid.
—"Dr Donald Macaskill, of the Island of

Eigg, and the Rev. Mr Fraser, minister of the
Small Isles, were unfortunately drowned off

Eigg on the 24th ult. They were proceeding
from Arisaig to Eigg in a boat, when, by the
starting of a plank, the boat instantly sank,
and they, with the two boatmen, perished."

Dr Macaskill left a widow and ten children. A
subsequent paragraph states tha,t the boatmen
were rescued.

November 21.—It is stated that an Inverness
Town Councillor, Mr James Lyon, had' declared
himself in favour of the abolition of self-elec-

tion, and had wi'itten a letter on the subject

to the Provost and another to the Town Coun-
cil. No answer having been returned to the

petition of the Guild-brethren, they had with-
drawn it, and now claimed the entire renovation

of the Burgh set and a poll election ; "and we
understand that under the circumsta.nces of some
members of the Magistracy being considered

illegally appointed!, the object is to disfranchise

the Burgh." The Lord Advocate, Mr Cran-
stoun, and Mr Jeffrey had been employed on
behalf of the burgesses.

Ibid.
—"Some oak trees were lately discovered in

deepening the channel of the Caledonian Canal
through Loch-Dochfour. These were in seven
feet of water and buried under a depth of ten
feet of gravel. After injuring the dredging
machine with a power of 30 tons, another of

17
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50 was applied, wticli succeeded in dragging to

the surface three trees of very large size. One
of them is of a. magnitude altogether beyond
the ordinary growth of this country in the

present day : it is in circumference 20^ feet at

the insertion of the limbs, 3 in number, and 14

feet 2 inches at the root end. One of the limbs

is 8 feet 11 inches in circumference, and the

three trees measure 198 solid feet ; the wood
appears to be perfectly fresh and' sound."

Ibid.—The Nairn Friendly Society subscribed £20
towards the erection of a pier at Nairn.

November 28.—This issue contains the text of

the petition submitted by the Guild-brethren of

Inverness to the Town Council, claiming the
right to elect their own Dean of Guild, and, to

manage and dispose of their own funds. By
this time the petition had been considered by
the Town Council, and Provost Robertson sent

the following reply to one of the petitioners :
—

"Agreeable to my promise, I laid the petition

of yourself and other members of the Guildry
before the Town Council yesterday ; and I have
to intimate to you, for the information of the
gentlemen interested, that the Council refuse

your desire."

Ibid.—Died, on 1st May, at Travancore, India, in

the 58th year of his age, Captain Thomas
Arthur, of the Engineer Corps, MaxJ'ras Estab-
lishment, son of the Rev. Mr Arthur, Resolis,

Ross-shire. Caiptain Arthur began his military
career under General Harris in the campaign of

1799, and was one of the party which that year
stormed Seringapatam. He remained in India
till his death, and was frequently mentioned in

military orders.

December 5.—The Guild-brethren of Inverness
resolved to raise a subscription to enable them
to take legal action for the vindication of their
claims. A sum of £430 was speedily subscribed.
In Wick, DingwaU, and Elgin, movements had
begun on behalf of burgh reform.

Ibid.
—"Died latelv. in the Scots College, Paris,

deservedly lamented. Rev. John Earquharson,
superior. He wag long Principal or Head of the
Scots College at Douay, in Flanders, which
he wa,s forced to abandk)n at the period of the
Revolution, and went to Glasgow, where he
remained many years, officiating as Catholic
clergyman, and was much esteemed for his
modesty and humility, and as an honest man."

Ibid.
—"On the 13th of June last, at Kakuudy, on

the Rio Munez, in Upper Guinea, on his return
from the interior of Africa, Captain Thomas
Campbell, of the Royal Staff Corps, then com-
manding the expedition intended to explore the
course of the Niger." The expedition, which
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suffered severely from the climate, was intended
in some degree to tra«e the route of the famous
traveller, Mungo Park. Captain Campbell was
a. native of Caithness.

December 12.—To a correspondent who inquires

about the increase of legal distilleries, the "Jour-
nal" gives some information. "In Eoss-shite,

we are glad to observe, they are making con-
siderable progress though there alone ; we be-

lieve there are at present in that shire one of

400 gallons, one of 200, one of 80,

and one of 40, and there is also one
establishing at Fortrose of 200, and
another at Teamnich of the same content ; there

are two of 40 gallons each in Morayshire, one
of 40 gallons in Caithness, and one establishing

of 80 gallons in Nairnshire. There are none
in Inverness-shire." At iiingwall the previous

week several persons had been fined £20 each
for illicit distillation.

December 19.
—"The Trades of Inverness have

established for the benefit of their members a
newsroom, which was opened yesterday under
the denomination of the Clachnacntic Ressiiag

Room." The above spelling is frequently,

though not invariably, given to our palladium in

the "Journal."

Ibid.—From a letter in this issue we find that the

burgh oflSoers and the local hangman were in

the habit of going round every Christmas morn-
ing for Christmas boxes. Jack Ketch demanded
a fee of sixpence, a shilling, or half-a-crown,

"just as he thinks you can afford" ; and if he

did not get wliat he asked he was wont to be
insolent. "Now, in the name of wonder, what
right has Jack to lay the inhabitants under

contribution? He says for ringing the fish

bell ; but is he not allowed for this a fish from
every creel that is brought to market? Per-

haps for keeping the streets clear of beggars

;

for this duty (while he chose to perform it) he
was allowed from the beggars' fund a shilling

for every beggar he turned out of town. I

cannot therefore conceive on what ground this

man is permitted to molest us, unless it be,

indeed, to make up for the 3s 4d a head for

flogging unfortunate women through the

streets, which he has been deprived of by Act of

Parliament. Even with this deduction, I think

that his salary and perquisites are from £50 to

£60 a/-year."

Mr Sut«r, in his Memorabilia, under date 1817,

notes that the new bridge was repaired at a cost

of £852, paid by the Burgh, and that Bridge

Street was widened and improved at private ex-
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No. XII

The first number of the Inverness Coubiek
was issued on the 4th of December 1817. We
have the prospectus of the paper before us,
dated 31st October of tne same year. It is

entitled "Prospectus of a newspaper to be
published weekly at Inverness, and to be
called 'The Inverness Courier' and General
Advertiser for the Counties of Inverness, Ross,
Moray, xvairn, Cromarty, Sutherland, and
Caithness." This is the full title still borne
on the front page, except that the name of

Cromarty is placed earlier in the list. At the
time when the paper was projected there was
strong party feeling in the burgh, springing,
not from pohtics, but from local questions on
which the older paper, the Journal, expatiated
at great length and with much vehemence.
The promoters of the Courier aimouuced that
they stood "upon open, neutral, independent
ground," and that they were " resolved to

speak their own minds boldly, and afford to

others the means of doing so Hkewise, on every
subject of public interest, under no other
restraint than those imposed by a regard for

personal feelings and for the rules of decorum
and good taste." In discussing measures of

national policy the prospectus promised that

the new paper would " neither be fiercely in-

temperate nor tamely inchiierent." Tne
policy thus foreshadowed was very fairly car-

ried out. On national questions there was
little to choose between the two organs. Both
supported the Government and the Constitu-

tion (the latter word in those days was in

frequent use), but their tone was moderate
and by no means reactionary. The following

paragraph from the prospectus sets forth the

chief aims of the promoters of the Courier :
—

" In the columns of the Inverness Courier will

be found the political events of the times—the

debates of the senate—proceedings of the courts

of Justice—remarkable occurrences throughout the

civilised world—naval and' military intelligence

—

commercial and agricultural lists and repoits,

and all the other ordinary contents of a newspaper.
But the interest and variety of its provincial

news will form its distinguishing feature—The
earhest and most correct intelligence on local sub-
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jects will be assiduously collected from all parts
of the country ; and the assistance which the
Projectors are offered encourages them to promise
largely in the department of Original Communica-
tion. They are solicitous to direct the attention
of their countrymen to the investigation of the
history and antiquities of the Northern Counties.
—Much also remains to be said in delineation of

the local scenery of this mountainous district ; and
the change of manners has been so rapid and so
marked during the last century, as to present a
fine field for striking description aaid interesting

anecdote. The MineraJogy of the country has
been very imperfectly explored. Occasional in-

sular notices on this subject may draw the atten-

tion of scientiiic persons, and! lead to very
important aod beneficial results—To such com-
munications the columns of the Courier shall be
always open. Useful inventions in the arts and
sciences will be regularly noticed, and early

selections from new, popular, and expensive works
will be frequently given. The Projectors further
pledge themselves freely to administer, and im-
partially to apply, salutary remedies for the
correction of public abuses, with a solicitude pro-

portioned to the extent and urgency of the evil."

In May 1881 an Inverness man, the late

Sir W. P. Andrew, Chairman of the Scinde,

Delhi, and Punjaub Railway, contributed some
reminiscences regarding the establishment of

the paper. He stated that as a boy at school

he well remembered hearing that the Courier
was resolved on one evening after supper iu

his father's house in Church Street. He was
sure that Mr Ferguson, afterwards Provost,

was of the party, and he thought also Mr
Innes, of the Grocery. "The paper was for

many years printed and published over Ettles's

shop in the High Street, in a ho^use the pro-

perty of my father, which afterwards was mine.
The first editor was Mrs Joiinstone, the author
of several novels, such as 'Elizabeth de Bruce,'

'Clan Alpin,' and 'Meg Dods' Cookery Book,'

&c. This lady afterwards edited Tait's Maga-
zine. Mrs Johnstone was assisted in her

labours by her husband, an old schoolmaster
and good grammarian. As a boy it was my
fortune to be boarded with them." From the

first the paper had a literary character, and
in its early issues there are long reviews of

Scott's novel "Rob Roy," then newly pub-
lished. The late Dr Carruthers did not be-

come editor until 1828, rather more than ten

years after the paper was started.
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The Courier in its early years consisted of

four pages, five columns in each or twenty in

all. The page was four inches shorter than
the present size. The price per copy was
sevenpence, the same as its contemporary at

the time, though the original price of the
Journal was sixpence. Thursday was selected

as the day of publication for the Courier, and
the imprint was as follows :

—"Printed and
Published (for himself and other proprietors)

by W. Ettles, bookseller, Inverness, to whom
all communications are to be addressed.

Orders will be received by Mr Sievwright,

Edinburgh, and Messrs Newton & Co., War-
wick Square, London. Price £1 12s per
annum credit, and £1 10s when paid in ad-

vance."
We have followed the file of the Journal to

the close of 1817, and do not think it neces-

sary to cull extracts from the Courier for the
month of its issue during that year. We
begin with 1818, and hope in due time to

bring index and annals down to the end of the
century.

From the "Inverness Gourier.''

1818.

Jajiuary 1.—A report is given of the proceedings
on the retirement of Sir William Grant, who
had with distinction filled the oflBce of Master
(if the Rolls for over sixteen years. Sir Wil-
liam was bom at Elcliies, on the banks of the
opey, in 1752, and died in 1832. His father
James Grant, was a small farmer in Morayshire,
and afterwards became Collector of Customs in

the Isle of Man. On the death of his parents,
William was taken care of by his uncle, a
wealthy London merchant. He was educated at

the. Elgin Grammar School, at King's College,
Aberdeen, and at the University of Leyden,
and' afterwards passed for the English Bar at
Lincoln's Inn. He represented the County of

Banff in ParUament from 1796 to 1812.
"Grant was on© of the few lawyers who made
a great reputation in the House of Commons,"
(See Dictionary of National i>iography).

Ibid.—The occupier of a small farm in the County
of Nairn was tried before a Justice of Peace
Court, for an assault on a poor woman, a neigh-
bour whom he beheved to be guilty of bewitch-
ing his son. The father tried to counteract the
supposed witchcraft by "scoring the woman
above the breath," in tliis instance scratching
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her forehead with a pin. "In consideration of

certain circumstances," which are not men-
tioned, the Justices limited the penalty to a

fine of £2, with expenses, intimating that in

future they would punish with rigour all such
"absurd and unlawful practices."

Ibid.—Mr Mackinnon of Corry and Colonel Mac-
donald of Lynedale had erected two distilleries

in Skye. The size of each still was 100 gallon.s.

About the same date a seizure of malt and
whisky was made in Kintail, the officers de-

stroying at least £150 worth of wash and
utensils.

January 8.
—"We learn that the building of

the piers at the Ferry of luvergordon will be

carried into effect during the season. The esti-

mated expense is little more than £1000."

January 15.—^A paiiagi-aph describes improve-
ments which had been effected on the Invernes.s

Harbour. Previously the Harbour would not
admit loaded vessels of a size above 130 tons

burthen. It was now capable of admitting
ships of 400 or 500 tons. From subsequent
paragraphs we gather that the notice refers to

the Thornbush pier.

Ibid.
—"Government has lately granted £500 in

aid of certain funds contributed and collected

by the gentlemen of Skye in behalf of the starv-

ing population of that island. It ought to be men-
tioned to the honour of that worthy patriot and
friend of the poor, Charles Grant, Esq., M.P.

,

that to his indefatiga.ble exertions and pei--

sonal representation to Lord Liverpool, the

poor of Skye are chiefly mdebted for this last

and most seasonable supply."

Ibid.—It is stated that a mine of plumbago or

graphite had been discovered in Glenstrath-

farar. It was situated in a schistose rock close

to the Farrar, and several tons of it had- been

turned out the previous summer.
Ibid.
—"On th« 24th ult., died Mrs Fraser, aged

103 years. She was born in Lochaber, but has

resided in Kilmarnock for more than forty

years. Her maiden name was Christina Mac-
lachlan ; and what is most singular, her High-

land pride would never allow her to learn one

word of EngBsh."
January 22.—Violent gales created great damage.

The bridge at Torgoil over the Morrison had

been broken down, and it is stated that felled

trees, belonging to a Greenock Company, to

the number of 10,000, had been swept down by

the river to Loch-Ness. In a previous issue it

was reported that Aberdeen had lost 24,000 tons

of shipping by the gales.

Ibid.—"Alexander Brodie, Esq., father to the
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Marchioness of Huntly, died on the. morning of

the 15th inst., at his house in South Audley
Street, Grosvenor Square, London."

January 29.—It is stated that the fund raised in

Inverness for the relief of the unemployed dur-

ing the winter of 1816 and 1817 amounted in

subscriptions from individuals and donations

from public bodies to the sum of iG513. No
fewer than 185 persons, with families dependent

on them, were employed by this fund, and at

the same time public improvements were
effected. "Elegant and commodious roads have
been made on both banks of the river ; and
extensive footpaths have been formed which
certainly add much to the comfort and to the

health of the inhabitants."

Ibid.
—"Mr Lewis Bayne, officer of Excise, lately

discovered a private still in Abriachan under
very singular circumstances. It was in a vault

excavated in a rock which formed the founda-
tion of a house. The floor of the apartment
above it was paved, and likewise covered with
a bed of clay to the depth of 18 inches, to pre-

vent noise. The entrance was from the stank
or gutter of an adjoining byre. The smoke was
conveyed into the common chimney of the
house." Mr Bayne made his way to the spot

by digging and boring, and among other utensils

found a tun capable of containing 400 gallons.

Ibid.—^A daring theft is reported from Auchter-
awe, near Fort-Augustus. Two men, " said to

be from the western extremity of Lochaber,"
drove off at midday 101 sheep from the farm,
and marched openly with them throuErh Fort-
Augustus on the high road to Fort-William.
They stopped for refreshments at the Inn of

Laggan, where a person who knew the sheep's

marks suspected them, and, plying them with
whisky, sent a messenger to the shepherds. At
the last moment the thieves, though without
their spoU, made their escape in a way suffi-

ciently remarkable. "An individual of their

own clan or name, which we forbear to men-
tion, having learned their embarrassment, con-
trived to join their company, and shortly after-

wards 'accidentally' snuffed out the "candle.

Amid the darkness and confusion which ensued
the thieves took the liberty to withdraw."

February 5.
—"An amusing petition has been pre-

sented to the Magistrates and Town Council of
Inverness, signed by almost sixty boys attend-
ing Raining's School, in which the petitioners
deeply deplore some blunders lately committed
in their attempts to entertain the congregation
of the English Church with a tune after the
forenoon service. They attribute their failure
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to the want of music books, and therefore
earnestly pra.y to be supplied with. them. Wo
understand this humble request has been

granted, and the Cliurch Treasurer has been
instructed immediately to furnish the number
of books required."

Tbid.—Typhus fever was at this time making
great havoc in Forres. There had previously

been n, severe outbreak in several parts of Ire-

land.

February 19.—Died at Torbreck, on the 13tli

inst., in the 76th year of her age, Mrs Ann
Russell, wife of Alexander Fraser, Esq., of

Torbreck. The paragi'aph speaks in very high
terms of her piety and kindness.

February 26.—On Tuesday, 17th, as persons were
employed clearing the ground for a new clrarch

at Dunfermline, the coffin and bones of King
Robert Bruce were discovered. The discovery
created much interest.

March 5.—There is a notice of the dea,th of Mr
Dempster of Dunnichen, who represented the

Angus-shire Burghs during many Parlinments.

and was known as "The Independent Member''
of the House of Commons After his retirement
from PariJiamiBnt, Mr Dempster resided for

several years at his brother's residence of Skibo,
in Sutherland. His efforts were directed to the

agricultural improvement of the district. He
erected two cotton mills at Spinningdale, on
the Dornoch Firth. They were, however, too

remote to be successful.

March 12.—^An extract from a Parliamentary
paper gives an accotmt of the progress made
with the roads in Sutherland, some of which
were completed and others approaching com-
pletion. A special parasrraph describes the

works at the Mound, and the difficulties which
had been encountered tand overcome.

Ibid.
—"Colonel Grant of Grant, besides making a

considerable deduction from the rents of his

tenants, has on a large scale supplied t^^e dis-

trict with which he is more inamediately con-
nected with meal, which has been sold out to

the tenants at prime cost. The cruel advantage
which in seasons of scarcity is sometimes taken
of the inhabitants of inland districts is but too

well known. We therefore welcome everv^ op-
portunity of paying our slender tribute of sin-

cere admiration to those Highland proprietors
who, like Colonel Grant in the present instance,
consider me case of the poor." Sir .^neas
Mackintosh nf Mackinto.sh and other proprie-
tors gave about the same time large reductions
of rent. On the whole, however, matters
seemed to be improving.

18
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Ibid.—A large vessel, the Minerva, of New York,
pnt in- at Ullapool in a disabled state, and was
there destroyed by fire. In less than three

hours £150,000 worth of goods was consumed.
"Fragments of silk and goods of all descriptions

were washed ashore from the wreck."
March 19.—^Application was made to the Court

of Session to reduce the election of the Town
Council of Inverness. The petitioners objected

to the election on the ground that three of the

members of Council were not eligible under the
"set" or constitution of the burghj as they were
"neither trafficking merchants nor maltmen."
Questions affecting the elections in Edinburgh
and Aberdeen were at the same time before the

Court.

Ibid.
—"On Tuesday se'enight, one of tlie men

employed in cutting a road through the ruins

of the Castle of Dingwall, the stronghold of the

Earls of Ross, found a massive gold ring set

with a single large diamond. It was discovered

six feet beneath the surface, and witliin three

feet of the foundation of the outer wall of the

building. Although it bears no inscription,

it may be inferred from the workmanship that

it was made in an age when the arts were in

their infancy. The diameter is 9-lOths of an
inch within, and one inch when measured over."

March 25.—There is a summary of an interesting

paper read at the Royal Society of Edinburgh
by Mr Thomajs Dick Lauder of Relugas (or

Lauder Dick, as he was called at this time), on
the Parallel Roads of Glen Roy. Tlie writer
concluded that the roads were formed by lakes

that had sunk to different levels, and he ad-
vanced hvpotheses as to the nature of the bar-

riers. The idea of an ice barrier had not
occurred at this time.

Ibid.—An advertisement shows that the estate of

Sanciuhar at Forres was at this time known by
the name of Birdsyard's.

Tbid.—^A large meeting assembled' at Tain and
r.;:'med a Highland Society for the counties of

Ross, Cromarty, and Sutherland. Those who
attended the meeting were "clad in the complete
costume of their respective clans."

April 2.—^Abriachan again figures as a notorious
place of smuggling. The Excise officers found
a number of illicit 'ut«nsils in a cavern, and
two stills in an adjoining birch, wood. They
were attacked by the people rolling down stones
from the rncks, and a party of armed men had
to be sent to the top for their protection.

Ibid.—A paracraph nuoted from the "Courant"
says :

—"Last year Government sent down corn
to the difstressed Highlanders in Inverness and
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its neighbourhood, but being entirely destitute
of mills for grinding it, they were, under the
necessity of returning the corn. A few hori-
zontal wind-mills will soon pay for themselvies,

and their singular and extensive usefulness wUl
be speedily and powerfully experienced. Xhey
would cost from £100 to £200 each, according
to size."

Ibid.

—

A public meeting was held at Inverness,

Mr Fraser of Eelig in the chair, to express their

conlidence in Provost Robertson and their in-

dignation at attacks made upon him in certain

newspaper letters and paragraphs.
Ibid.

—"Married, on the 29th March, at Heighin-
ton, in the County of Durham, Duncan George
Forbes, Esq. of CuUoden, to Sarah, daughter
of the late Rev. Joseph Walker, of Lanchester."

April 9.
—"The whole population of this county

was so effectually drained by the late war that

females had gained a predominating and
threatening ascendency in the scale of society.

A mechanic in Campbelltown, near Fort-
George, has done much to restore the equili-

brium—having lately christened his ninth son
in succession, all of whom are in life."

Ibid.—A letter in this issue mentions several in-

teresting facts. There were two hemp manu-
factories in the town, and one woollen factory,

which produced tartan stuffs only. The other

had been given up for some years. Five vessels

weiB employed in the London trade. There
were three printing offices in the town.

April 16.—^A heavy and protracted snow-storm
had been experienced in the Highlands during

the winter and spring. A pai'agraph in this

issue says that "the loss of sheep on Highland
farms has been latterly beyond calculation."

April 23.
—"Died, at Delnies, near Nairn, on the

3rd inst. in the 104th year of his age, John
Beid, supposed to be the oldest soldier in Iiis

Majesty's dominions, having entei'.ed the service

in the 2nd Battalion of the Royal Scots 88 years

ago." There is a notice of this veteran in our

notes of 1811. He fought at Dettingen, Fon-

tenoy, CuUoden, at Waal in Holland, and under

Wolfe at Quebec. "At tlie peace of 1763 he was
honourably discharged from the Royal Scots,

and was appointed to the Independent Company
of Invalids at Fort-George. About this time,

being nearly 70 years of age, he took to himself

a helpmate, by whom he had a family of sons and

daughters, whom he brought up in habits of

virtue and industry ; three oj his sons survive

him, who are all in the army : his youngest, a

young man of great promise, is a sergeant in

the 93rd or Sutherland Highlanders. Reid was
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a native of Fordyce, in the county of Banff

;

wtts of middle size, well made, and of an open
and prepossessing countenance ; his Judgment,
naturally vigorous, seemed no ways impaired
with age ; and his memory, though heedless of

'modern saws and instances,' was more reten-

tive than that of most men at half his age." It

is stated that his strength was such that in spite

of his gi'eat age, he scarcely passed a day with-

oat walking thi'ee or four miles, and to the day
of his death he was able, without the aid of

glasses, to read his Bible. The writer of the

notice suggests that the people of Nairn and
Fort-George should place a, stone over the aged
soldier's grave.

Ibid.
—"Died, at Inverness, on the 7th inst. , Alex-

ander Fraser, Esq., merchant, who in the vari-

ous connections and transactions of trade, in all

the social a,nd domestic relations, throughout a

long and active life, uniformly supported the

character of a consistent, practical Christian."

The paragraph goes on to speak in unusually

high terms of Mr Fraser's piety and good deeds.

Ibid.
—"We beg to inform a coixespondent that

no inhabitant of this town is liable to toll on
either of the biidges of the Ness." Apparently,
however, outsiders paid toll.

Ibid.—A correspondent gives a summary of part
of the contents of Burt's Letters, of which an
edition had recently been published. The
coiTespondent, comparing the Highlands in

1818 with their condition in Burt's time,

scarcely a hundred years before, says
—"From

Edinburgh to Inverness and from Inverness to

John O'Groat's House, it is now possible to

tra.vel without crossing a ferrv or fording a
river, or even encountering a. descent where
the necessity of usuig a drag chain is required."

Besides the roads executed in the various coim-
ties in virtue of their respective road Acts, the
great lines of communication had been under-
taken and executed at the joint expense of

Government and of the Highland proprietors.

"By the last report of the Commissioners it

appears that under the Act 44 George 3 Cap.
75, they had nearly finished 950 miles of new
roads and 1100 bridges, at an expense of aJbout

£427,500 sterling^-one-half of which was con-
tributed by the Government and the other half

by the Highland proprietors. Of this immense
sum, about £138,358 14s 2d was laid out on the
County of Inverness alone."

April 30.—The anniversary of the Medical Society

of the North was held on the 27th inst. Its

affairs were in a prosperous condition. A pro-
fessional library and a fund for the erection of



1818] File of Inverness Courier. 141

a building to accommodate the Society were
commenced ; and a scale for tie guidance of the
public in settling accounts was adopted. The
following gentlemen were elected office-bearers

for the ensuing year:—President—P. Macar-
thur, Esq., Delnies; vice-presidents—N. Smith,
M.D., Forres; William Kennedy, M.D., In-

verness; Alexander Macdonald, M.D., Inver-

ness. Council—J. Robertson, M.D., Inver-
ness; J. E. Gray, do., Inverness; M. Bethune,
surgeon, Inverness ; M. Bethune, do. ; J. Inglis

Nicol, secretary.

Ibid.—^At the Circuit Court on the 28th, two men
from Rothiemurchus were tried on a charge of

having murdered Alexander Robertson, late

ensign in the Royal Westminster Middlesex
Militia. It appears that a party dined at Dell,

and afterwards adjourned to the Boat-house of

Rothiemurchus, where they drank whisky toddy
and indulged in a good deal of horseplay, which
ended in a series of scufHes. The deceased re-

ceived a blow on the temple which caused him to

reel, and inflicted a wound from wliich blood
proceeded. He walked three or four miles the

same night, and several the following day

;

but then took to his bed, and died after linger-

ing for five weeks. The question was whether
there was any instrument in the hand of the

man who inflicted the blow. Apparently there

was not. He was, however, convicted of

culpable homicide and sentenced to 14 years'

transportation. The report gives no evidence

of any kind against his companion, and he was
unanimously acquitted. Another curious case

at the same Court was that of a. man from
Ross-shire, charged with the crime of attempt-
ing to induce a physician to enter into a con-

spiracy to administer poison to his wife. The
accused pleaded guilty and was sentenced to 9

months' imprisonment in the jail of Tain. A
man accused of sheep-stealing failed to appear,

and was outlawed. The presiding Judge, Lord
Gillies, expressed his regret that sheep-stealing

was now becoming alarmingly frequent, and
he declared that if any persons were convicted

of the crime the highest penalty of the law
would be inflicted. He said that at the Aber-
deen Circuit a young man, found guilty of

sheep-stealing, had been condemned to death,

although he was but 17 years of age. This
sentence was actually carried into effect.
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No. XUI.

A General Election, occurred in tlie summer
of 1818, when Mr Charles Grant, senior, re-

tired from the representation of the County,
and the younger Charles, afterwards Lord
Gleueig, succeeded him as County member.
The latter, since November 1811, had repre-

sented the Inverness District of Burghs, and
was now succeeded by Mr George Cumming.
The Highland Lady, daughter of Sir J. 1*.

Grant of Rothiemurchus, has an interesting

passage in her Reminiscences regarding the
two Grants. Writing under date 1814 she

says :
—

"There was a party at Belleville during some
days when, for the fijst time to my recollection,

1 saw him whom by courtesy for many years we
continued! to call young Charles Grant. Writing
that ouoe familial' name is pleasant to me, re-

calling so much that was enjoyable, although some
little that awakens i egret. He was no ordinary

man, and to be so thoroughly estranged from one
who had been quite a son of the house, a dear eld/er

brother, is cause for grief in a world where few of

us ever suit sufficiently for intimacy. There was
no fault on either part, it was merely that our

paths through life lay differently. His father liad

been with us most summers ; he was our county
member, so had to come to look after pohtical

interests. He was now intending to introduce his

son to the electors against the time when he
should himself, from age or weariness, disincline

to continue in Parliament. The north country
owed him much; we got canals, roads, bridges,

cadetships, and writerships in almost undue pro-

portion. My father, his firm friend and most
useful supporter, seldom appliedi in vain for any-
thing in the old Director's power to give. We
had reason to be grateful for all his many kind-

nesses, but he was never to any of us the dehght-
ful companion that we found his sou.

"Young Charles was at this time deeply in love

with Emilia Cumming [of Altyre]. She was a

lovely-looking woman—not a regular beauty, but
more attractive than many handsome persons. Old
Charles Grant had reasons for forbidding a mar-
riage between them, and they were good ones,

acquiesced in by his son, who yet had not the
resolution to avoid her society. Year after vear

he dangled about her till her youth and her beauty
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went, and he found' absence no longer a difficulty.
Neither of them married.
"Mrs Macpherson [of Belleville] who had known

him from a child, was really absurdly attached to
him. She was anxious w© should make, an agree-
able impression on each other. I do not remem-
ber that he spoke ten words to me, nor looked a
second time at the childish girl quite overpraised
to him. On my part half a look was enough ; I
thought him hideous, tall, thin, yellow, grave,
with sandy hair, small light eyes, and a shy, awk-
ward manner, though nearly a« old as my father,
and already of some note among clever men.
These were the dear friends of other days ! We
have often laughed over our introduction."

The action which was raised at the instance
of iVlr James Lyon, for the reduction of the
election of the Town Council and Magistrates
of Inverness came to a close in December
1818. The burgh was for a time disfranchised.
The late James Suter says, under this year's
date :

—"The late Magistrates were appointed
by the Court of Session interim managers for
two years, at the termination of which they
were re-appointed." This is substantially, but
not strictly, accurate. According to the set or

constitution of the burgh framed in 1676 it

was provided that "all persons to be chosen
Councillors or Magistrates in time coming,
within this burgh, shall be actual residenters

within the samen and liberties thereof, and
actual trafficking merchants or maltment
allenarly." The objection taken by Mr Lyon
was that one Councillor (an ex-Provost) and
two Bailies were neither trafficking merchants
nor maltmen. The Magistrates contended

that this supposed requisite had been abro-

gated by usage and had fallen into desuetude.

The Court of Session resolved to have the fol-

lowing issue tried by jury:
—"Whether it has

b?en an usage or practice in the Burgh of In-

verness, for a period of forty years or upwards,

to elect Magistrates or Councillors without re-

gard to the fact whether the said persons were
or were not at the period of such election

actual trafficking merchants or maltment with-

in the burgh." When the issue had been
specified, the question arose as to where the

trial should take place. The Provost and
Magistrates wished to have it at Inverness.

Mr Lyon contended that a fair trial could not

be obtained before an Inverness jury, and
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moved to have it in Edinburgh. The point
was decided in his favour, and the Magistrates
then abandoned the defence and allowed judg-
ment to be given against them, "rather than
submit to the inconvenience, disadvantages,

and expense" that a trial in Eilinburgh would
involve. The Court of Session, however, dis-

posed to countenance authority, and consider-

ing the error a mere technicality, supported
the Magistrates and Town Council as far as

they could. They retained all the qualified

Magistrates as managers of the town's affairs,

and allowed them to select other two in room
of the men whose qualifications were found in-

adequate.

The same year the question which had arisen

in Aberdeen was decided. The state of affairs

in that city had no parallel in Inverness. Be-
hind the question of technicality there were
grievances of the most substantial kind.

"Aberdeen," says Mr Spencer Walpole, "was
one of the worst examples of an unreformed
corporation. The burgh was corrupt ; the

revenues were insufficient to pay the interest

of its debt ; the Magistrates were themselves

of opinion that some change .should be effected

in the manner of electing the Council, and
that an effectual control should be given to

the citizens over the expenditiire of the town's

office-bearers. An opportunity for reforming

Aberdeen occurred in 1817. By the con-

stitution of the burgh forty persons were ap-

pointed to take part in the annual election of

the Magistrates. In the absence of one of

the forty, a person posses,sing the qualification

of the absentee was required to be elected as

proxy for him. In 1817 a proxy was elected

who could not prove that he was a burgess.

The Government, on being made acquainted

with the facts, 'reduced' or voided the •''lec-

tion. Instead, however, of declaring a poll

election, and authorising the burgesses to elect

their own Magistrates, the Goivernment
authorised the Magistrates to proceed to a

fresh election. The Magistrate": at Aberdeen,
in their judgment, had innocently fallen into

a trivial error." At this time, indeed, the

Government, alarmed by agitation, set their

face against anything in the nature of re-

form.
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From the " Inverness Courier.
"

1818 (Continued!).

May 14.—It is stated that within the last few
years the exportation of wood from the port of

Inverness had become a business of considerable

importance, and the Magistrates now appointed

two competent persons as sworn measurers.

The two were Evander Campbell and Hector
Douglas.

Ibid.
—"At a Justice of Peace Court held here on

Tuesday last, for the conviction of persons for

trespasses against the Excise laws, sixteen

oflEenders were fined £20 and nine £25 for

illegal distillation, and two from Strathglass to

the €-xtent of £60 each. Several persons were
fined smaller sums for malting, &c. The Jus-

tices expressed their determination to put a

stop to a traffic so extremely injurious to the

best interests of the country."

Ibid —"Th«' news of the birth of a son and heir

to the ancient and popular family of Seaforth

has been received by the dan Mackenzie and
throughout the North with lively demonstra-
tions of joy. From this quarter we could

descry the bonfires playing on the hills of Ross-

shire in honour of the welcome stranger."

May 21.—"Upwards of 1500 head of cattle passed

throngh tins town last week, and about 500

were driven to the west, by Fort-Augustus.

They were purchased at the Ross-shire Trysts

at nearly double the price which the same de-

scription of cattle brought last season."

Ibid.—The County of Banff, at their general

meeting on 50th April, resolved on making an
application for a mail coach, with the full com
piement of four horses, to the North of Aber-
deen, in place of the present mail dihgence.

May 28.—"The Highland Society of Scotland

have, in a very patriotic manner, offered a

premium of 50 guineas for the best tssay on

the means of attaining so desirable an object

as the introduction of railways for the purposes
of general carriage."

Ibid.—It is stated that 30 Chelsea pensioners,

aiHicted with blindness, were residing in In-

verness and neighbourhood. Fourteen had
been selected to go to London to undergo an
operation in the hope that they might recover

their sight.

Ibid.
—"Loch-Ness is now enlivened by a number

of small vessels passing to and from Fort-

Augustus, where the operations of the Canal
are in the greatest activity. During the last

week eight sloops were on the lake at one time."

June 4.
—"The advantages of the Caledonian Canal

19
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to the district through which it passes begin

already to be manifest. English coals, which
formerly were carried over-land from this town
to Fort-Augiistus, and sold there at 4s 6d per

barrel, have been sold this summer in that

neighbourhood, when brought by the Canal, at

2s 6d."

Ibid.—^A paragraph from aji Aberdeen paper

states that on the 23rd ult., the dead body of

a man named Robert Gooden or Goodwin, a

soap-boiler, and a native of the parish of Forres,

had' been found in the Clyde. The "Courier"

adds
—"We observe from the description and

name of the person alluded to that he was the

same individual who, on the 12th March 1801,

while employed in his usual occupation of

candle-making in Inverness, left his tallow

kettle to boil over, by which the house was set

on fire, and before the accident was discovered,

the fire had communicated to a quantity of

gunpowder (not less than 8,^ barrels), which
exploded : 14 persons lost their lives, and t'.e

shock and destruction thus occasioned will ever

be remembered in Inverness by all who experi-

enced the sad effects of it."

Ibid.
—"On Saturday the General Assembly took

into consideration a reference from the Presby-
teries of Strathbogie and Aberlour, referring to

the Assembly the conduct of Mr John Macdon-
ald, minister of Urquhart, in preaching in other

parishes than his own within the bounds of the

above Presbyteries. Mr Cruickshanks, a mem-
ber of the Presbytery of Strathbogie. was heard

in support of the reference, and Mr Macdonald
in explanation. After long reasoning, a motion
was made and carried prohibiting the practice

referred to." A somewhat fuller report of the
case is given in the next issue.

June 11.
—"We are glad to observe that the Magis-

trates have employed workmen to make a

covered dirain to convey the water which runs
down Church Street, from the old Grammar
School lane across the street and through the
opposite lane to the river. Independently of the
comfort that will be derived from having the
dirty water conveyed under ground, instead of

on the surface of the' street, this will really be
a considerable improvement, by doing away
with the disagreeable hollow in the street at

that place, which was very dangerous and annoy-
ing for carriages and carts."

Ibid.—The annual meeting of the Northern Mis-
sionary Society was held at Inverness. Ap-
propriate sermons were preached b^- the -i-ev.

John Macdonald of Urquhart and the Rev.
Angus Mackintosh, of Tain. The amount of
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collections, subscriptions, and' donations was
£88 15s 4d, including £10 from the parish of

Kilkaruan, sent by the Rev. John Kennedy.
June 18.—On Wednesday, 10th curt., Parliament

vras dissolveid by the Prince Regent in person,

who went in state to the House of Peers.

Ibid.—There is a glowing report of the Inverness

Sheep and Wool Market, which had "answered
every expectation formed of it." It is stated

that blackfaced wool, which sold last year at

18s and 19s per double stone, brought this year

from 40s to 45s. Cheviot wool, which brought
last year 20s to 21s, sold this year from 40s to

42s per single stone. Wedders, which sold last

year at 15s and 16s, sold this year at from 20s

to 30s. Lambs brought last year 5s, this year

from 8s to 10s. "Thus the prices are fully a
hundred per cent, above those of last year, and
about 150 per cent, above those of 1816. We
learn that one gentleman has refused' £5 per

stone for a parcel of merino wool."

Ibid.—There is a report of a dtael in Ross-shire

between two gentlemen, designated as Messrs

H.M. and D.R. They met at an early hour,

and fired at the same time without effect. Their

friends suggested a reconciliation, but one of

the parties insisted on another exchange of

shots. On this occasion the pistol of one (the

less aggressive) missed fire, and he declined to

avail himself of me advantage of firing again.

"Such honourable conduct disarming hostility,

a reconciliation was effected, and the parties left

the field good friends."

Ibid.—The same issue contains the address of Mr
Charles Grant, senior, who was retiring from

the representation of the county of Inverness,

and tlie addi-ess of his son, Mr Charles Grant,

junior, who was leaving the Burghs to succeed

as member for the County. The father, who
bad sat through » period of sixteen years, full,

as he said, "of momentous events" observed

that he could not "contemplate the cessation of

the public connection which had so long sub-

sisted without feelings of affectionate regret."

His wishes had been ardent both for the great

interests of the country, and for the particular

welfare of the county to which he was bound
by so many ties. "But of any services that I

have rendered to either, it will perhaps be safer

for me to rest in the opinion which your kind-

ness may have led you to form than to offer any
sentiment of my own ; for I indeed sincerely

lament that I have not di>ne more." His son,

in soliciting election, expresses the desire to be

useful both to the county of Inverness and to

the country at large. He does not think it
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necessary to say much, because with many of

the freeholders he enjoyed the happiness of

private friendship, and to all of them his public

principles and conduct were sufficiently known.
Ibid.

—
"Died, on the 12th inst., in the 60th year

of his age, Robert Nicholson, Esq., late Ad-
jutant of the Inverness Recruiting District,

having faithfully served his King and country

in different quarters of the globe for the long

period of 43 years."

Ibid.—An advertisment states that the Marquis
of Stafford has agreed to erect a distillery on
the river Brora for the accommodation of the

Sutherland tenants. They dtesire to engage
"with some person of skill and capital inclined

to embark in such an undertaking.''

Ibid.
—"The non-commissioned otBcers and privates

of the 93rd Regiment of Sutherland Highlanders,
while serving their country in the South of

Africa, contributed in the course of 18 months
no less than £1000 in aid of missionary so-

cieties ; and at the same time they subscribed

£78 to the Gaelic School Society. So distin-

guished an instance of liberality on the part of

these men, in connection with their exemplary
moral conduct and their bravery in the field,

completely justifies that illustrious statesman

Lord Chatham in the encomiums which le be-

stowed on these hardy mountaineers."
June 25.

—"We see with much pleasure that a new
line of road to the town from Telfordi Street,

by tlie Stone Bridge, has just been marked out.

The present entrance in that direction passes

through all the filth of the Green of Muirtown,
which is by far the most disagreeable and ir-

regular access to the town ; the new entrance

will p'ass directly from the line of elegant

buildings in Telford Street, through the field

on the north of the hovels on the Green, by
Well's Foundry, to the fine embankment lately

formed on the west side of the river. The
ground to be occupied by the new road, which
is to be forty feet broad, has, we understand,

been uoerally given for the puipose by the pro-

prietor, Mr Duff of Muirtown, withoirt a"ny

remuneration ; and' we have no doubt that his

pubhc spirit will be rewarded' by the enhanced
value of his fine property adjoining, which
affords most eligible sites for building. Few
individuals in this quarter have done more for

the improvement of the neighbourhood of In-

verness than this gentleman."

July 2.
—"The Court of Session has ordered a proof

to be taken before a jury in the question now
pending regarding the last election of Magis-
trates for Inverness. The point at issue is
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this—The set of the burgh, according to the
letter, requires that the Town Council should
consist of 21 members, viz., 18 burgesses, who
are actually trafficking merchants or maltmen,
and 3 deacons of crafts. The complainer, James
Lyon, asserts that at the last election three
gentlemen were appointed, viz.. Provost Gil-

zean, Bailie Alexander Mackenzie, banker ; and
Bailie Earquhar Macdonald, who, though resi-

dent burgesses and guild brethren, yet ai'e

neither trivfficking merchants nor maltmen ; and
prays for this reason that the whole election be
declared! null and void. The Town Council de-

fends the nomination of the persons objected to

on various grounds, but principally on that of

confirmed' usage. The Court sustains the
argument of the ilagistrates that in such a

case a certain extent of practice may sanction

a deviation from written law, and orders the

present proof to ascertain how far the Magis-
trates can on this plea support their election."

The case was not expected to be submitted to

the jury until the following November.
Ibid.—Mr J. P. Grant of Rothiemurchus lost his

seat for Grimsby.
Ibid.

—"Died here on the 16th June, aged 89

years, Alexander Macbean, who for a number of

years acted as janitor of the Inverness

Academy. Many of our young countrymen
now situated in distant regions will read this

notice with affectionatei regret ; the name of this

once lively friend of their 'smiling boyhood'
will call back to memory the sportful scenes

of early years, and 'touch a chord in their hearts

that will vibrate with the sounds of other

times.'

"

July 9.—There was a contest for the representa-

tion of the County of Ross, the candidates being
Mr Thomas Mackenzie, yr. of Applecross, and
Mr Alexander Fraser of Inchcoulter. The free^

holders met at Tain. The first trial of strength

was for the election of Chairman, when Sir

Hector Mackenzie, Bart, of Gairloch, was ap-
pointed by a majority of 6 votes, in preference

to Mr Hugh Innes of Lochalsh (28 to 22). Tha
election of Mr Mackenzie, yr. of Applecross,

was! moved by Mr Mackenzie of Kilcoy, and
seconded by Mr Macleod of Geanies, Sheriff of

the County. The election of Mr Fraser of Inch-

coulter was moved by Colonel Munro of Cul-

cairn. and seconded by Mr Mackenzie of Mount-
gerald. The vote resulted—For Applecross,

29 ; for Inchcoulter, 23 ; majority for Apple-
cross, 6. The Highland Lady describes the

new member as a man of abiaty, and "the catch

of the North Country from the extent of his
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property.' He never, however, enjoyed robust

health. "Immediately after his election, Mr
Mackenzie ordered a dinner to the prisoners in

the ja.ils of Tain, Dingwall, and Fortrose. He
also sent a donation to the poor of each of these

burghs."
July 16.—On the previous Tuesday Mr Charles

Grant yi'. , was unanimously elected M.P. for

the county of Inverness. His father presided

at the meeting. The election of the new mem-
ber was moved by Colonel Macdonell of Glen-

garry, ajid seconded by Mr BaUlie of Dochfour.

Mr Charles Grant, yr., now became Secretary

for Ireland.

Ibid.—^At the same meeting of freeholders, Mac-
leod of Macleod proposed that Mr Charles

Grant, senior, be requested to sit for his por-

trait, to be hung up in the Court-room as a

permanent mark of the esteem which the county
entertained for him on account of his Parlia-

mentary conduct and private worth and vir-

tues. This proposal met with cordial approba-
tion. At the same time an address, signed by
the freeholders, was presented to the late mem-
ber.

Ibid.—Mr George Gumming, London, one of the
Altyre family, was elected M.P. for the Inver-

ness District of Burghs. The returning burgh
was Nairn. Tlie name of Sir Wm. Gordon-
Cumming was first mentioned for the vacancy,
but he gave way tO' his relative —Mr Hugh
Innes of Lochalsh was re-elected member for the

Northern Burghs.—Mr Macleod, yr. of Cad-
boll, was elected for the counties of Cromarty
and Nairn.—^Colonel Francis William Grant of

Grant was elected' for Morayshire.—Mr Robert
Grant (another son of Mr Charles Grant of

Watemish) was elected for the Elgin District

of Burghs.—Mr Grant of Ballindalloch was
elicted for the County of Sutherland —The Earl
of Fife was elected for the County of Banff.

July 23.—Mr George Sinclair, yr. of Ulbster, was
elected M.P. for Caithness.—^Captain G. H.
Dundas, R.N., was, after a contest, elected for
Orkney and Shetland.

Ibid.
—"The site of the stronghold of the once

powerful Earls of Ross at Dingwall has been
levelled this season, and is now under crop.
There remaineth but a single fragment of the
building to mark where a castlei had been." TTiis
fracmient, we believe, still remains.

August 6.—It is stated that the summer was the
warmest since that of 1779. A very early har-
vest was expected.

Ibid.—^A correspondent complains that horses were
driven like sheep or cows to be watered at the
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river. "It is a common thing to see half-a-

dozen of them at a time galloping through one
of those very narrow lanes "which run from
Church Sti-eet to the river, and that, too, when
the lane is full of people passing and repassing."

August 20.
—"The new walk on the bank of the

Ness, called the Ladies' Walk, from its having
been formed last year at the expense of some
respectable ladies, has lately been much im-
proved ; and the injuries done to it by the
high floods during the last winter are now com-
pletely repaired. The money presently laid out

on this pleasant promenade is supplied by the
amount of a bet on the issue of the late Par-
liamentary election for this District of Burghs,
which the winner generously appropriated for

the purpose ; and some small subsciptions from
a few individuals.''

August 27.—A paragraph draws attention to the

hardships to which Highland reapers were ex-

posed by going South before there was employ-
ment for tbem. This season, however, the

harvest was so early that little harm could be
done by an early arrival.

September 3.—The annual report of the Cale-

donian Canal (dated October 1817) mentions
that the auarry at Redcastle had been worked
from March to July in order to procure stones

for the hollow quoins, segment stones, and
pavement for the lower recesses of the lock at

Fort-Augustus. "The vessels which carry

materials, &c. , from Olachnaharry to Fort-

Augustus have now navigated Loch-Ness two
years without any accident or even the slightest

injury."

Ibid.—The Inverness Town Council made some
modification on the table of shore dues. "It is

said that the value of these dues, which sold at

the roup last year for £685, will be reduced

about £60 by the change."

Ibid.—The nineteenth anniversary of the North-

ern Missionary Society was held at Tain on

26th August, when the Rev. John Macdonald
of Urquhart preached in English, and the E^v.

John Kennedy, Killearnan, preached in Gaelic.

"The collections, donations, and subscriptions

on this occasion amounted to £88 IBs Z^i.. in

wliich sum is included £10, per the Rev. Mr
Macdonald, from the Ferrintosh Pennv-a-Week
Society, and £5 8s, per the Rev. Mr Forbes,

from a similar Association in the parish of

Tarbet; by this accession to their funds, the

Society were enabled^ to vote for the Tjoudiu

Missionary Society. £100 ; the Edinburgh Mis-

monary Society £100 ; the Hibernian Society,

£50 ; the Moravian Society, £50 ; and to the
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S

Society for the Conversion of the Jews, £50

;

total—£350."
Ibid.

—
"In the little port of Helmsdale, where sis

years ago there was not a hut nor a fishing

boat, several curing-houses are erected on the

most approved plan, and the number of boats

amounts to 140. Upwards of 15,000 baixels of

herrings have been cured here this season, be-

sides a quantity which has been smoked."
September 17.—^An advertisement in this issue

calls a meeting for the purpose of taking steps

to erect bridges connecting the Islands with
"the much-frequented walks on both sides of

the river." A paragraph states that excellent

paths had already been formed on both banks
of the river, but the Islands remained isolated.

[By the way, the spot is called "Island," not
"Islands" ; possibly the central channel had
not then been formed.]

Ibid.
—"The workmen employed in digging out

gravel from the summit of the Hill above the

Haugh Brewery found last week the skeletons

of three grown persons in coffins, the bones
perfectly entire. A body was found in a similar

situation last year near the same place. Re-
port will have it that the brow of the hill WM
used in former times as a burying-place for the

unfortunate persons who were executed in this

quarter, and there is some colour of truth in

the supposition from its vicinity to the old place

of execution in the Gallow Muir. Some old

inhabitants of the town, on the other hand, say
that when the Duke of Cimiberland's army
visited Inverness in April 1746, after the battle

of CuUoden, many deaths occurred amongst his

men, and that some of them were interred in

this CTound."
September 24.—The previous day a meeting took

place in the Athenaeum to consider the pro-
posed erection of chain bridges to connect the
Island with the river banks. Mr Fraser, yr. of
Torbreck, presided. The meeting resolved to

proceed with the scheme, and upwards of £100
was at once subscribed. A week afterwards
tlie subscriptions amounted to £200.

Ibid.—Mr James Robertson, M.D.. was re-elected
Provost. There were two es Provosts in the
Council, namely, James Grant and Thomas
Gilzean.

Ibid.—^A proposal was made to start a mail dili-

gence to Thurso. The Magistrates and Council
agreed to allow it to pass eiiuer of the bridges
toll free, and the. same privilege was granted
at Bonar-Bridge and Helmsdale The counties
of Boss and Sutherland had each subscribed
£200 to assist the movement. The diligence
was expected to start in the following spring.
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Ibid.—^At the Circuit Court, held on the 18th inst.

,

there were nine oases, six of which were for

assaulting and deforcins: Revenue officers. The
persons convicted were sentenced to various
terms of imprisonment.

October 1.—^At the Michaelmas Head Court the
Constables for the current year were sworn in.

Provost Robertson addressed them on the occa-

sion. "He stated that they were chosen from
among their townsmen as Constables in con-

sequence of being heads of famihes and
men of respectable character ; ^and he requested
that they should continue to exhibit that pro-
priety of behaviour and moderation in the exer-

cise of their public duties which had hitherto
distinguished them. He especially recom-
mended to them a rigid enforcement, in so far

as depcind&d on them, of the public duties of

the Sabbath, and a vigilant superintendence of

public-houses ; also a constant co-operation witli

the Society for the suppression of begging. He
next stated that it was the firm determination
of the Magistrates to put a stop to the per-

nicious and dangerous practice of allowing horses

to go to the water without some persons to

lead them, and requested the Constables, for

the safety of their own families as well as for

the good of the community, to be vigilant in

detecting and bringing to punishment any who
might henceforth ofEeud in this particular. He
also generally recommended to them the care

of the public walks, the banks of the river, and
other matters of police regulation. He con-

cluded the addi-ess with an earnest exhortation

to them, and to heads of families in general,

to impress on the minds of their inmates and of

all under their guidance the necessity of keep-
ing regular hours."

Ibid.—The revenue of the town from Petty
Customs and pontages amounted' this year to

£308 ; from shore dues and anchorage, £575

;

from all sources, £990. In 1817 the total was
£1096, but in 1816 only £882.

October 8.
—"On Tuesday evening a meeting of

the Corporation of Wrights and Coopers was
held for the purpose of forwarding the cause of

Burgh Eieform in this town ; several resolutions

in favour of that object being proposed, were
rejected without a, division. This Corporation
is the most numerous and respectable of the six

Trades ; it contains above 30 out of the 75
burgesses which form the whole of the Trades'

Burgesses of this town."
October 15.—<The Right Hon. Charles Grant,

M.P. for the county of Inverness, and Chief

Secretary for Ireland, was present with his

20
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father, and Trith the Lord-Lieutemamt and other

distinguished guests, at a banquet given at

Dublin on the 3rd inst. by the new Lord Mayor,
Alderman M'Kenny. The health of the Chief

Secretary was drunk amid loud' applause, and
Mr Grant replied. An incident is noticed in

the report. "When Mr Grant concluded and
took his seat, the band instantly played 'Crop-

pies lie down.' The Lord Mayor directed a look

of astonishment and rebuke towards the

orchestra, and the tune was discontinued."

Ibid.—The Magistrates and Town Council voted

£70 to assist in the construction of the new line

of road "marked out in the direction of Telford

Street from the river side to avoid passing

through the Green of Muirtown."
Ibid.—Many ingenious efforts were made about

this time to discover "perpetual motion," and
claimants to the discovery frequently appeared.

Among the rest, Mr Lewis Bayne, officer of

Excise, Inverness, believed that he had con-

structed a perpetually moving timepiece. "The
miachine is kept in motion by means of magnetic
attraction; but in the construction of it Mr
Bayne makes use of but one magnet [another in-

ventor required two]. It is only about six

months since this very ingenious timepiece was
shown to us, but there are several inhabitants of

this place who have seen it going these two
years past."

October 29.—The Northern Meeting began on the

21st. The Marquis and Marchioness of Huntly
were present. Hon. Mrs Stewart Mackenzie of

Seaforth and Hon. Mrs Fraser of Lovat sent in

abundant supplies of venison, muirfowl, and
ptarmigan.

Ibid.—^At a meeting of the Forres Trafalgar Club
a sum of forty guineas, to purchase a marble
bust of Lord Nelson to be placed in the monu-
ment on Cluny Hill, was announced as the dona-
tion of the Rev. Hugh Fraser, Georgetown.
South Carolina. The Rev. John Macdonell
proposed that a Committee should be appointed

to procure busts both of Lord Nelson and the
Marquis of Huntly. This was agreed to with
acclamation. The company consisted of fifty-

five gentlemen, some of whom had come from a

great distance. Among them were many naval
and military officers who had distinguished

themselves in the service of their country.

November 5.—The woollen factory at Inverness
belonging to Messrs Mackenzie, Gordon, & Co.

is advertised for sale. The houses were in the
Haugh, the store room at the Shore, and the

carding and waulk mills on the bank of the

river.
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Ibid.
—

"It is calculated that the black cattle, wool,

sheep, and herrings sold and sent from the

Highland district of Scotland north of the Spey
to the other quarters of thei Kingdom within
the last six months amount in value to at least

£500,000 ; a greater sum than was perhaps ever

before received in one year from the whole pro-

duce of this district. We are happy in being

able to stat« that these great branches of our
provincial exports have been at no period in

more flourishing circumstances than at present.

The only extensive manufactories in this quar-

ter, namely, those of hemp-bagging, begin to

participate likewise in the rapidly returning

prospea-ity of the country."

Ibid.—^An article appears in the same number on
the subject of burgh reform. The writer is in

favour of reform, but points out that the

affairs of the town of Inverness are well

administered. "The revenue of this town," he
says, "is £1559, of which every shilling is

honestly expended for the pubUc good, and, in

as far as we can judge, as discreetly as honestly.

In this town more money is devoted to the
support of schools than in any other town of

the Kingdom with double the revenue; and it

is a singular and an honourable fact that not a
single glass of wine is from year's end to year's

end paid for from tie public funds for the
entertainment of public men." This, it may be
remarked, forms a striking contrast to the state

of affairs in the burgh of Pittenweem. The
revenue of that burgh was £300, and it was re-

presented in Parliament by the Lord Advocate.
In a note to a Parliamentary return, it is stated,

on the a.uthority of the Provost and Town-
Clerk, "that the balance of its income is mostly
expended in the annual election dinner of the

Magistrates and in celebrating the King's birth-

day."

November 12.—A smart shock of earthquake was
felt in Inverness and neighbourhood on 10th
inst. It occurred at 20 minutes past midnight,
and was felt along the banks of Loch-Ness.

November 19.—^A Society was formed in Inverness
to co-operate with a Society in Edinburgh for

tihe support of Gaelic schools in the Highlands.
It was stated that 70 schools had already been
erected. The object of the Society was to teach
Gaelic in the districts where that language pre-

vailed, and in certain cases English and writ-

ing.

Ibid.—A correspondent of the "Times" gave a
very unpleasant account of the gaol in Inver-
ness ; "a comer building at the junction of the
two main streets," namely. Bridge Street and
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Ohurci Street. "The outer door of the prison

opens into the main street, and immediately on
entering you perceive a flight of steps on either

hand ; that on the left leads to the court-room,
where prisoners are tried ; the deal boards with
which the court is fitted up have never been
painted, and the dirt on them and on the walls

gave to both rather a miserable appearance." At
the top of the opposite flight of steps a door
opened into a stone gallery facing the cells. This
gallery was the appointed place for airing and
recreation, "and as often as the prisoners avail

themselves of it," says the writer, "they are

exposed like wild beasts in a cage to every pas-

senger below." At the time of his visit there

was only one criminal prisoner, who had been
tried for an attempt to assassinate, and sen-

tenced to confinement on account of derange-
ment. This poor man's cell is described as

horribly loathsome. He had been in it for six

years. "There were no other prisoners at the

time I am speaking of, except seven debtors

;

one of these was by himself in a room suffici-

ently commodious, but very dirty ; the other
six were in a room much smaller, but still more
dirty ; they all looked very sickly. " The
"Courier" devotes an article to this communica-
tion, which it describes as exaggerated. It says

that the prison certainly ought not to be in

the centre of the town, but that in many re-

spects its construction was better than, that of

most Scottish prisons. "The grated gallery or

arcade which extends along the whole front of

the prison, whatever it may appear to chance
visitors, affords the prisoners the liveliest amuse-
ment. It overlooks the busiest part of the
town, and gives them an opportunity of see-

ing and hearing all that is going forward.
There may be some solid objection to this too
familiar intercourse with the street, but the
charge of exposing them like wild beasts in a
cage must be laughed at by every one who
knows anything about the real condition of the
persons said to be exhibited." As for the poor
criminal, the writer says, he had since his com-
mitment become furiously mad, and annoyed
the whole town by his "nocturnal beUowings."
He was, however, confined under a warrant of

the Justiciary Court till bail could be found
and the town was meantime obliged to submit
to the infliction. If six debtors were found in
one room, it must have been from their own
choice and in the day-time only.

November 26.—Tliis number contains an account
of the death of Queen Charlotte, which occurred
on the 17th November. The Magistrates of
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Inverness directed that the pulpit of "the Eng-
lish Ohurci" should be draped with black cloth
as a mark of respect for her late Majesty.

Ibid.—The prevalence of strong southerly winds
favoured the passage of vessels coming North.
"The smack George, from London, arrived at

Cromarty on Saturday, 21st inst., after m. pas-

sage of 84 hourSj having left Gravesend on
Wednesday, 18th. The Lizard, from Leith,
arrived also at Cromarty on Monday last, the
23rd, after a passage of only 33 hours."

December 3.—"We understand a new complaint
has been instituted in the Court of Session by
Mr James Lyon, ironmonger, aided by Deacon
Alexander Petrie, of the Shoemakers, and
Deacon Donald Macbean, of the Tailors,

against the last election of the Magis-
trates and Town Council of Inverness."

December 10.—A Committee of the House of Com-
mons were at this time considering the condi-
tion of the burgh gaols in Scotland, and nearly
two columns are devoted to a statement furnished

by Provost Robertson. The Provost says

frankly that the gaol was not sufficient for the
accommodation of either the civil or criminal
prisoners confined therein; but so far as the
accommodation went it was perfectly adequate
to the secure custody of its inmates. The gaol

was built about 30 years before, chiefly at the

expense of the burgh, with a. contribution of

£1000 from the Government, made out of the
confiscated estates, and some assistance "com-
paratively trifling" from the counties of Inver-

ness, Ross, Nairn, and Cromarty. The gaol

had since been kept im. repair solely at the ex-

pense of the burgh. The Steeple had been
erected at the expense of the burgh, aided by
individual subscriptions.

Ibid.—The action of James Lyon v. the Magis-
trates and Town Council of Inverness was
originally fixed to be tried before a jury in the

town of Inverness, but was afterwards changed
to Edinburgh, and the 14th December fixed for

the proceedings. The Magistrates, however,
considered it inexpedient to go to Edinburgh,
and the disfranchisement of the burgh was now
anticipated.

December 24.—The dignity of a baronet of the

United Kingdom was conferred on Hugh Innes
of Lochalsh, in the county of Ross, and of Cox-
ton, in the county of Moray.

Ibid.—This issue gives a full narrative of the
action raised by James Lyon against the

Magistrates and Town Council and of its result.

The Magistrates abandoned tie defence rather

than submit to the inconvenience and expense
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of presenting their case before a. jury in Edin-
burgh. A petition was then presented for the
appointment of ioterim managers, and the
Second Division took the matter into considera-

tion on the 19th December. As the interim
management was claimed exclusively by the late

Magistrates, the petition was in so far opposed
by Mr Lyon, who asked that himself and two
persons of his nomination should be introduced

into the temporary administration of the burgh.
The precedent of Aberdeen was quoted in sup-

port of this aoplication. The Lord Justice

Clerk expressed himself in substance as follows :—"That the high opinion which the Court
entertained of the gentlemen who had been in

the Magistracy of Inverness was in no degree
shaken by the recent proceedings at Mr Lyon's
instance ; that the Magistrates having been
unanimously elected, were bound to support
their offices, and the Court did not misconstrue
the grounds upon which they had been recently

advised to abandon their case ; that althougti

the Court were compelled to sustain the legal

objection offered to the election now reduced,
they yet did not view with any favour, and far

less with any approbation, the proceedings which
rendered that decision necessary ; that the
Court had resolvea to commit the interim
management exclusively to the former Magis-
trates, and their lordships did so with entire

confidence in the well known respectability and
worth of these gentlemen." The Counsel for

Mr Logan, however, insisted that the two per-
sons who had been complained of as ineligible

should be kept out of the nomination. The
Court acquiesced in this, but allowed the Pro-
vost and remaining Magistrates to select their

two colleagues. And so the case closed.
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No. XIV.

The subject of Burgh Reform continued to

excite attention for several years. We have
already referred to the cases of Montrose, In-

verness, and Aberdeen . Tomake the history of

the times intelligible, and yet to avoid making
long detached quotations from newspaper files,

we may once more avail ourselves of Mr
Spencer Walpole's History of England from
1815. He relates how, in the Session of 1818,

Lord Archibald Hamilton drew attention to

the case of Montrose, and afterwards threat-

ened to bring up the whole subject of the

condition of the burghs. Pubho opinion hav-
ing been thus aroused, the Lord Advocate in-

troduced a bill for the better regulating of

the revenues of the royal burghs of Scotland.

Mr Walpole teUs the story as follows :
—

"He [the Lord Advocate] proposed that the
Magistrates should be compelled to publish their

accounts, and that the Court of Exchequer, on the

complaint of five burgesses, should have thie power
of controlling the expenditure. The remedy was
a mild one ; and, mild as the measure was, it was
not persevered with. Its introduction, however,
created a profound impression in Scotland. Six-

sevenths of the populations of the royal boroughs
petitioned) for reform. Hardly a single petition

was presented) on the other side. Hamilton, find-

ing his case thus strengthened, moved that all

the petitions should be referred to a select com-
mittee, 'to examine the matter thereof, and to

report their observations and opinion thereon to

the House.' It was in vain that William Dun-
das, speaking with the authority which his name
gave to him, resisted all chamge. It was in vain
that Canning warned the House against the ex-

periments of rash speculators in Parliamentary
Reform. Two months before, on the 3rd of March,
the Ministry had been defeated by Mackintosh on
the Criminal Laws. Four days before, Grattan's

motion for Roman Catholic emancipation had been
carried in the teeth of the Tories. Hamilton's
motion was now adopted by 149 votes to 144, or
by a majority of 5.

"The Committee, which was thus appointed in

1819, was revived in the new Parliament of 1820,
and practically continued its labours for three
years. Early in 1822, Hamilton, after referring

to the numerous abuses which the reports of tie
Committee had disclosed, moved that the House
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should resolve itself into a Committee of the
whole House upon the royal burghs of Scotland.

He dwelt on the absurdity of allowing the Magis-
trates to elect their own successors, and insisted

on the necessity of instituting som© more popular
method of election. But the Ministry was not
ready to adopt his views. It was willing to im-

pose some checks on the expenditure of "the public

funds by the Magistrates, but it was unwUling
to adopt any remedy which would open the door
to reform. The temporary force which petitions

had imparted to Lord Archibald's motion, was ex-

pended ; the Opposition, ignorant of Scotland,

were languid ; Lord Archibald was defea,ted by a
majority of 81 votes to 46 ; and the Lord Advo-
cate's counter-proposal wa« adopted. jbome

checks were placed on the expenditure of the royal
burghs ; some restrictions were enforced against
tii« improvident creation of debt ; but the burghs
themselves were unreformed ; the Magistrates
were allowed to go on electing their own succes-

sors ; and the whole population of the towns of

Scotland were excluded from the franchise as

completely as the settlers in the backwoods of

Canada."

The second naif of 1819 was a time of great
agitation in the industrial centres of England
and the south of Scotland. There were fre-

quent meetings and demonstrations, and the
upper classes entertained fears of an attempted
revolution. A great gathering held near
Manchester in August was dispersed by the

Yeomanry and a regiment of cavalry, result-

ing in the loss of several lives and the injury

of many persons. This is known as "the

Peterloo Massacre." The Government threw
its shield over the local Magistrates, who were
primarily to blame, and much controversy en-

sued. In the autumn session of Parliament
the Government succeeded in passing a series

of measures called the Six Acts. "These were
of varied importance. The first made it easier

to prevent out-of-door meetings for political

purposes, and was to be in force for five years.

The second enabled trials for misdemeanour,
which was the usual charge under which
political agitators were prosecuted, to be held

with less delay. The third, very properly, for-

bade private persons to engage in military

drill, a proceeding tolerated in no civilised

Stat«. rbe fourth was for the more effectual

prosecution and punishment of blasphemous
find seditious Ubels. The fifth authorised
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Magistrates to seize arms in sixteen counties
said to be disturbed, and was to be in force

for three years. The sixth was a distinct check
on the liberty of the press, for it required all

publishers of newspapers to give security in

advance for any fines they might incur by
uttering blasphemy or sedition. Such an
enactment made it harder for a poor man to

start a newspaper, and as it stood was an in-

sult to the press at large. All these Acts
were stoutly opposed by the Whigs, and, with
the exception of the third, were sooner or later

repealed" (Kansome's History). During this

time the North of Scotland was undisturbed,
but reports of the state of affairs fill columns
of newspaper files. County meetings were

held to support the Government.
The extension of a mail coach service to

"V.lck and Thurso was at this time an important
incident. Mr John Anderson, in his Essay
on the Stat« of the Highlands, written in

1826, says that previous to the year 1819 the

post was conveyed from Inverness to Tain on
horseback, and thence across the firths of Dor-
noch and Juoch-Fleet by post-runners to the

North Coast. "In 1819 the benefit of the mail

coach system was extended even to the Pent-

land Jf'irth. Horses were brought from Edin-

burgh, and stables and inns erected by Lord
Stafford at very considerable expense. By
one common bond of intercourse, the two most
distant parts of the island, the one situated

at the extremity of the English Channel, the
other in the latitude of John O'Groat's House,

were thus joined together, at a distance of

1082 miles. In no country, it may safely be

said, is there a parallel of so rapid a change."

Notes on this subject will be found below.

From the " Invernens Courier."

1819.

January 7.—The workmen employed in levelling

a piece of ground round Dr Robertson's house
at Aultnaskiach discovered urns containing
human bones. In one of the urns was a flint

arrow head, elegantly shaped: and doubly barbed.
In digging the foundations of the house some
years before stone coffins were discovered. Para^
graphs on the subject appear in several issues.

Another stone coffin was found.

January 14.—John Macleod, the man who had be-

21



162 Inverness Courier Index. [1819

come insane when incarcerated in the prison of

Inverness, received a pardon from the Crown.
He was then "lodged in one of the lunatic apart-

ments of the Royal Infiimary, with some pros-

pect of cure."

Ibid.—On the 3rd inst. , the dwelling-house of

Auchterblair, parish of Duthil, occupied by
Major and Mrs Grant, was burned to the

ground. The first notice is in this issue, but
there are subsequent accounts. Valuable furni-

ture, china, a.nd books were destroyed.

January 27.—The growth of shipping and the im-

provement of harbours in the Moray Firth are

commented on. "At Inverness the harbour hap

been greatly improved and extended ; at Ding-
wall a canal and pier have been completed

;

excellent harbours have been, formed at Burg-
head, Fortrose, Brora, &c., and we understand
that the new pier at Nairn is now in a way of

being speedily erected." The following statis-

tics are given from the books of the Inverness

Custom-house for 1817 and 1818. In
1817 the vessels entered inwards from
foreign ports numbered 4 ; cleared out-

wards to foreign ports, 4 ; entered

inwards coastwise, 516 ; cleared outwards
coastwise, 439 ; total number of vessels.

963, and total tonnage, 57,591. In 1818 8
vessels entered from foreign ports ; 17 cleared

outwards to foreign ports ; 521 vessels entered

inwards coastwise ; 560 cleared outwards coast-

wise; total number of vessels, 1106; total of

tonnage, 63 429. Registered at Inverness to

30th September 1818, 56 vessels of 3391 tons.

February 4.
—"The subject to which our attention

is at present most strongly attracted is the state

of the Burghs in Scotland. This, we are as-

stured, will become an object of legislative in-

terference at no distant period. The state of

Edinburgh, Aberdeen, luvemess, and manv
others, we may rather say every other burgh
in Scotland, is such as imperiously calls for

some remedy for the ferment which prevails."

The subject was brought up in Parliament, as

stated above.
Ibid.—List of awards by the Highland Society of

Scotland to farmers in the Northern Counties,
including Nairnshire, Morayshire, and the dis-

tricts of Badenoch and Strathspey, for improve-
ments in cultivation and in stock.

Ibid.
—"On Monday last Mr Bayne exhibited in

the basin of the Caledonian Canal the model of

a frifate, to be impelled by the r>ower of the
screw against wind and tide." The vessel is

fully described on 4th March. Mr Bayne was
evidently a man of inventive talent.
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February 18.
—"On the welcome news of the birth

of an hen: to the venerable family of CuUoden
being rece>ed in our neighbourhood, CuUoden
lighted all its beacons. We would not envy the
feelings of a Scotchman who could look on the
misty stretch of CuUoden Moor, ruddied for
the birth of an heir to the line of Duncan
Forbes, withoiit some melting of the heart or
kindling of the fancy." The birth thus an-
nounced was that of the late Arthur Foi-bes
of CuUoden.

Ibid.
—

"Died, on the 8th inst., at Olachnaharry,
in the 63rd year of his age, Mr Davidson, resi^

dent engineer of the Caledonian Canal. Whether
wa view Mr Davidson in his official situation,

discharging an important trust, or engaged in
the relative and social duties of life, he claims
our highest admiration. No man possessed a
more delicate sense of honour, was actuated by a
stricter integrity, or maintained a loftier feel-

ing of independence. When discussion elicited

the various stores of his vigorous mind, he gave
an inimitable and peculiar strength of expres-

sion to his sentiments. His masculine wit was
never wieldedi to wound the feeling of any in-

dividual. His benevolence was 'active, his

beneficence unwearied, and his charity unosten-

tatious. It may be safely asserted that, of

those who had access to his society, none ever
left him without becoming either wiser or bet-

ter."

Ibid.
—"At Fermoy, on the 20th ult., Kenneth

Mackenzie, Esq., postmaster of that town, and
late Captain and Adjutant in his Majesty's
Caithness Highlanders. Mr Mackenzie was
born at Castle Leathers, and published a col-

lection of exceUent Gaelic songs before he left

this country." The paragraph speaks of Mr
Mackenzie as a man of sterling worth and an
ornament to society.

March 18.—On the previous Tuesday the Right
Hon. Charles Grant was imanimously re-elected

member for the county of Inverness on his ap-

pointment as Secretary for Ireland. The nomin-
ation was moved by Sir jEneas Mackintosh of

Mackintosh and seconded by Mr Baillie of Doch-
fooir.

Ibid.—^The death is recorded of Captain John
Stewart, of the 53rd Regiment of Foot, which
took place at Knock of Kincairn, Strathspey.

He was only 33 years of age, andl had served for

16 years. At the storming of Fort Calliger, in

the East Indies, in 1812, when leading the

Grenadier companv up to the breach, he was
precipitated down the perpendicular rock on

which the fort is built, apparently kiUed. Al-
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though he survived the fall, his death seems to

have been ultimately caused by its effects.

March 25.
—"Lately died here, James Simpson,

glover, aged 97, the oldest man in the town.

He had three several times entered the holy

state of matrimony, but died a widower. He
wa.s a canny, tidy, old man, and took good
thought for the morrow. At a distant period he
obtained the lease of a small house during the

joint lives of himself and his wife, Kate. In

his subsequent matrimonial connections he took
care to make the most of his bargain, and suc-

cessively married a second and a third Kate.'"

April 15.—^An article, two columns long, appears

on the subject of Burgh Reform. The points in

the Lord Advocate's Bill (see introduction) are

carefully discussed.

April 22.—On the 14th inst. Lord Eeston arrived

at Inverness "during terrible weather" to hold

the Circuit Court. A number of cases were
tried, chiefly connected with smuggling and
sheep-stealing. "With regard to the former, he
was satisfied that much had already been done
to suppress a practice so pernicious to the

morals and habits of the people, but mtich still

remained to be done, and the learned Judge
strongly recommended that proprietors should
declare smuggUng to be an in-itancy in the leases

to be granted by them as one of the most effec-

tual preventives of the crime."
April 29.

—
"Died, at Glendoich, in the neighbour-

hood of Perth, on Friday, Lord Reston. His
lordsbip was on his way from this place to

Perth to open the Circuit. Those who lately

saw him in this town, in the full vigour of his
mind and in apparently high health, cannot be
otherwise than dee^'v affected by this aflElictive

event. Lord Reston was esteemed a good lawyer
and an excellent judge. His judgments were
all characterised by much tenderness to the
criminal and an evident leaning to the side of

mercy.

"

Ibid.-

—

A chapel "in the Independent or Congrega-
tional connection," capable of seating about
500 persons, and built for the accommodation
of Mr Dewar and his people, was opened at
Avoch on April 21st. Mr Spence, of Inverness,
preached in the morning, and Mr Dewar, of
Nairn, in the evening. Tie building was
opened free of debt.

May 13.—A good deal of interest was at this time
taken in the construction of velocipedes, con-
cerning which paragraph^ circulate from vari-
ous parts of the country." The following notice
appears on 13th May :

—"A machine of this kind
has been constracted by William Macdonald,
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cartwright, here, under the direction of Mr
Smith, the finishing writing master, with which
that gentleman makes daily excursions in the
neighbourhood of the town. It appears to
answer the desired pui-pose very well, and is

every day more easily managed by its rider,
who now travels with great velocity."

June 3.—^At the General Assembly of the Ohurch
of Scotland a petition was heard from Mr John
Anderson, minister of Bellie, appealing against
sentences of the Synod of Moray and Presbytery
of Strathbogie, prohibiting him from acting in
the capacity of factor, and confining him to the
exercise of his clerical functions. The Assembly
sustained the appeal in respect of certain irregu-

larities of procedure, but declaredi it impossible
that they should not highly disapprove
of ministers of the Church engaging in such
secular pursuits as might be inconsistent with
the discharge of their spiritual functions, and
recommended the Presbytery of Strathbogie to

see that these pastoral duties were fully per-

formed in the parish of Bellie, and in all other
parishes within their bounds.

June 17.
—"The state of the Wool Market in

England is so fluctuating at present that both
the wool-growers and purchasers who came
North to attend the sales here have hung off,

and lu is only this morning that business was
done in earnest. The price is 2Ds 6d the double
stone for wool of the blackfaced sheep. No
sales of Cheviot wool have been made in In-

verness, but at Fort-William two parcels were
sold at 21s and 22s per single stone." Cheviot

lambs were quoted 10s 6d to 12s ; three-year-old

Cheviot wedders, 25s to 27s 6d; cast Cheviot

ewes, 15s to 17s 6d ; blackfaced lambs, 8s to 9s
;

cUtto wedders, 22s to 24s ; cast ewes, 12s to

15s. At a meeting of wool-growers it was
agreed to request members of Parliament to

give their support to a bill then pending for

the protection of the British wool-grower.

June 24.—A girl, eight years of age, was sud-

denly killed bv the falling of the flag-staff on the

Castle Hill.

Ibid.
—

"It is with much pleasure we notice that

the handsome Pump-Eoom erected at this cele-

brated spring [the Strathpeffer Mineral Well]

by Mrs Hay Mackenzie, of Cromarty, has been

recently opened) for the accommodation of the

ladies and gentlemen attending there. A re-

spectable servant man is in attendance, who
conducts the business of the place with much
decorum. The reputation of this Spa is yearly

increasing, and nothing is now wanting to

render the delightful valley of Strathpeffer a
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place of fashionable and beneficial resort but
a few neat cottages to accommodate invalids,

and u. hotel or boarding-house, which would
perhaps better answer the purpose of fashionable

visitors."

July 1.
—

"Died, at Dornoch, on the 31st May,
John Law, Esq., Sheriff-Substitute of the

county of Sutherland. As a husband and a
parent he was most afiectionate ; as a judge he
was upright and impartial ; and as a member
of society he possessed those amiable qualities

which command esteem."

Ibid.—Meetings of operatives in the large towns
of England were agitating for reform and for

the redress of grievances.

July 8.—The Highland Society of London voted
one hundred guineas in aid of the Society for

the Education of the Poor in the Highlands, and
private subscriptions in London produced a fur-

ther sum of £108.
Ibid.—On the 18th ult., the foundation stone of a

new parish church at Rosemarkie was laid. The
Heritors and Magistrates met in the Town Hall
of Fortrose and walked in procession to the site.

The Rev. Alexander Wood, minister of the

parish, delivered an address, and Mr Macken-
zie of Flowerbum, the principal heritor, de-

posited papers and coins in the foundation stone.

Ibid.
—"Died here, on the 2nd curt., in his 67th

year, universally regretted, Mr James Wills,

who 'had been one of the teachers to the Inver-

ness Academy since its institution. The life

of Mr Wills was wholly devoted to the faithful

and zealous discharge of his professional duties

;

and his exertions as a teacher were rewarded
by the veneration and grateful affection of his

pupils, in every quarter of the globe, and by the
general esteem of his fellow-citizens."

July 15.—The first monthly com market was held
at Inverness on the previous Tuesday.

Ibid.—The new mail coach to run between Inver-
ness and Thurso started this morning. It was
timed' to leave Inverness at 6 a.m., arriving at
Wick at half-past seven the following morning,
and at Thurso at half-past eleven.

—"An ele-

gant new mail coach, built on the patent princi-

ple, and drawn by four horses, now runs be-
tween the town and Aberdeen, and leaiving that
city at the usual hour of despatching the North
Mail, reaches Inverness so early as eleven at
night. The Thurso mail departs in the morn-
ing, and passengers to the northward are thus
permitted to enjoy a few hours of repose before
setting forward."

Ibid.—Died, at Milnfield, on the 9th curt. , Ann,
wife of ]\Ir Macdonell, writer, Inverness. A tri-
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bute is paid to her upright, intelligent, and
genial character.

Ibid.—-"In the last report of the Q-aelic School
Society, we have the following account of the
deplorable state of ignorance of the Highlands
of Scotland:...Out of a population of 22,501
(belonging to a few parishes of which returns
had been made), 19,357 are incapable of read-
ing either English or GaeUc. Connected with
this melancholy fact it must be observed that
the proportion who are able to read reside in
or near a district where a school is taught ; but
in the remote gtens, or subordinate islands of
almost every parish, few or none can be found
who know even the letters."

July 22.—Lord Archibald Hamilton laid before the
House of Commons a report from the Select

Committee on Scottish Royal Burghs. After a
keen contest xt was ordered to be printed.—^A

petition from Inverness nraying for reform wa,s

presented to the House of Commons by Sir

James Mackintosh.
Ibid.—Died, eut the Manse of Duthil, on 1st July,

the Rev. John Grant, in the 77th year of his

age. "Mr Grant filled tne situation of minister
in various parishes for about 50 years, and dis-

charged the oarochial duties with such kindness
and attention as to attract the universal esteem
of his parishioners. He possessed all the hos-

pitality of the Highlander, tempered with the

moderation and mingled with the benevolence
of the Christian, and he was ever the friend

of the poor and their ready shield against op-

pression. He had' a capacious and original

mind, cultivated to the highest degree by study,

and was one of the most profound classical

scholars of the present day. He delighted in

the Greiek and Latin authors, who were his

constant and familiar companions ; and as he
possessed a most retentive memory, the con-

versation was enriched and adorned by frequent

ready quotations and happv allusions, illustra-

tive of any subject under discussion. He was
a great enthusiast in the Gaelic language, with
which he was perfectly conversant. He was
passionately fond of music, especially of High-
land airs and Gaelic songs, and felt peculiar in-

terest in the traditionary tales, the deeds of

arms, the feats of strength and activity of the

heroes of feudal times. Being himself a poet,

he had a very delicate and nicely discriminating

taste in poetry as well as in general criticism,

and his mind was deeply stored with every
species of literary acquirement. As a genealo-

gist h© had no superior, his knowledge in that

particular extending not only to the history of
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families of his otto and neighbouring counties,

bnt to that of families dispersed all over the

kingdom. This served to give an interest and

historical truth and body to his anecdote that

rendered his company peculiarly agreeable and

instructive. His wit, which was caustic and

original, frequently expanded into a broad and

good-natured humour that carried balm along

with it, and spread cheerfulness around him,

so that those against whom 'his shafts were
thrown ioined in the hilarity they produced."

•July 29.—This issue contains numerous extracts

from otlier papers describing or discussing the

removal of people in the inland districts of

Sutherland to villages on the seashore. A state-

ment wnich seems to have been official appeared

in the "Times," beginning as follows :

—"In

1817, a year of great distress in thei Highlands,

Lord Stafford extended his relief to the poorer

tenants on the estate of Sutherland to the

amount of £10,000. This distress was much
increased by the numbers of people who had
settled on the estate without permission, 1500
of them paying rent to no person ; and many
more of them holding entirely of the inferior

tacksmen. The extreme misery endured by
these poor people (a state of things occurring

every three years on the average), the great im-

provement among those who had been settled

on the coast, and the rapid extension of the

fisheries, pointed out the necessity of delaving
no longer the removal of the remainder of the

people who still dwell on the hills to the sea-

coast—a measure as necessary for them as bene-

ficial +0 the estate, and advantageous to the

country." Removals from Kildonan appear to

have been the chief cause of the correspondence
and discussion at this time.

Ibid.—An officer of a Revenue cruiser, under an
order from the Sheriff-Substitute of Orkney,
examined the condition of an emigrant vessel

from Cromarty lying near Stromness and bound
for Pictou. in Nova Scotia. The vessel carried

87 passengers, and the officer found a larse

quantity of its provisions unfit for use. He
reports with indignation on the state of the
vessel.

Ibid.—Mention is made again of the mail dili-

gence which commenced running on the 15th
inst. between Inverness and Thurso, "thus com-
pleting the mail coach conveyance from Fal-

mouth to London, and from London to the
Northern Ocean. This great advantage to the
remote district through which it runs has been
secured within a twelvemonth after there were
roads made fit to convey it, aind is in a great
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measure owing to the exertions of the Marquis
of Stafford.'' A paragraph in a later issue says

that the journey 'was now made "in the short

spEice of three days and three hours."

August 5.—^A report on the Burgh Jails of Scot-

land gives an account of the state of the prison

in Tain. The following is the opening para-

graph :
—"The Magistrates have but too much

reason to say that the jail at Tain is not suffici-

ent either for the accommodation or secure

custody of any prisoner, civil or criminal. There
is hardly a criminal confined in it who has much
difficulty in making his escape; for the walls

are now so old that, though of considerable

thickness, they are easily gone through with a
common chisel, the stones easily giving way
and reduced to sand ; and such has been the
situation of the Magistrates, and such would be
their situation now, were a criminal lodged for

any atrocious crime, that, contrary to the laws
of Scotland, they would be obliged instantly to

put that criminal in irons, otherwise they might
lay their account with an escape in forty-eignt

hours." The Magistrates, it is stated, had dur-

ing the last zO years lost about £150 throueh
cases arising from the escape of prisoners con-

fined for debt.

Ibid.
—

"Died: here, on the 26th ult. , in the 76th
year of his age, the 50th of his ministry, and the

32nd of his Episcopate, the Right Rev. And-
rew Macfarlane, Senior bishop of the Scots
Episcopal Church."

August 26.—^Account of the dispersion of the Re-
form meeting near Majidhester, known as the

Peterloo Massacre. Five persons lost their

lives, and about a hundred were injured. From
this time forward there are frequent paragraphs
and articles about the agitation in England and
the south of Scotland, chiefly Glasgow. The
presence and activity of spies arc condemned.

Ibid.—Prince Leopold of Saxe-Ooburg, the hus-

band of the late Princess Charlotte, and after-

wards King of the Belgians, at this time visited

the North. He was entertained at Dalwhinnie
and Kinrara by the Marquis amd Marchioness
of Huntlv, and ascended to the summit of Tor
Alvie, where he was met by almost all the coun-
try gentlemen of the district, by several of their

ladies, and between five and six hundred people,

mostly dressed in Highland garb. "At the first

appearance of his Royal Highness, the Marquis
of Huntly's piper commenced playing, and the
people starting suddenly from behind the Water-
loo Monument, formed a circle round the Prince,

who affably spoke to every one who came with-

in speaking distanoe, draiik to their health, and
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took snuff from those who presented their snuff

horns. The Marquis of Huntly provided an
entertainment suitable to the occasion, consist-

ing of two deer, an immensei quantity of berf

and mutton, one hundred quartern loaves of

bread, several ankers of strong whisky, some
ankers of beer, and a large hogshead of cold

punch." The scene on the summit seems to

have been intended to realise the description

in the Lady of the Lake, when the clansmen
sprang from tlie hillside at the signal of Roder-
ick Dhu. When at Dalwhinnie the Prince at-

tended service in Laggan Parish Church. The
Marquis of Huntlv gave £20 to the minister of

Alvie to be distributed among the poor.

Ibid.—From the report of the Northern Infirmary

it appeals that for the year 1818, 21 persons

classed as "maniacs" were admitted for treat-

ment.
September 2.—On the 30th August Prince Leo-

pold left Kinrara, and after lunching at Moy-
haU, arrived at Inverness. He was met out-

side the town bv some of the county gentlemen,
who formed an escort, and at the Hotel he was
received by the Magistrates. Next day he drove

to Loch-Ness, lunched at Dochfour, and in the
evening was enterta.ined by the Magistrates

and a distinguished company to dinner in the
Northern Meeting Rooms. Provost Robertson
was highly nraised for the arrangements m.ade
in connection with the visit. On Thursday
(2nd) the Prince was to leave for Fort-G-eorge,

and proceed afterwards to Gordon Castle.

Ibid.—The Northern Missionary Society held its

twentieth anniversary at Tain, when the Rev.
Donald Fraser of Kirkhill. and the Rev. John
Kennedy of KiUearnan prea<:hed. The collec-

tion at the church door amounted to £32 9s 8d,

and the subscriptions of members and donations
to £94 12s lOd, making a total of £127 2s 6d,
being the highest sum ever collected by the
Society at one meeting. A considerable part of

it was contributed by prayer meetings and
penny-a-week associations. The Society voted
£150 to the Edinburgh Missionary Societv, and
£50 to the Society in Bengal (Serampore Mission)
for translation of the Scriptures. Seventy new
members were added to the list of contributors.

September 9.—On the previous Thursday, after
visiting Fort-iieorge. Prince Leopold passed
through Nairn and Forres, where he was re-

ceived with fitting distinction. At Forres he
received the freedom of the burg';. He was
entertained at Grant Lodge, Elgin, and arrived
at Gordon Castle in the evening. On Saturday
he returned with the Marquis of Huntlv to Kin-
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rara, breakfasting at Arndilly and lunching at

Ballindalloch. "He was received/'says the re-

port, "in this countiy with a Highland wiel-

eome, he has shared our hospitality with cheer-

fulness and kindness, and from his engaging
manners he has departed with onr love and
esteem." The Prince gave £100 to the funds
of the Society for the Education of the Poor in

the Higlilands, and £20 to the poor of the parish

of Alvie.

Ibid.—Mr Telford, the engineer, and his friend

Southey, the poet, were in Inverness the previous

week, on a visit to the Highlands.

Ibid.
—"The smack Q-eorge, which sailed from Lon-

don on Thursday, the 2nd inst. , arrived at Find-
born on Tuesday, the 7th."

September lb.
—"Tbe inhabitants of the town will

be glad to learn that the repair of the road
from Church Street to the Shore, so long in

contemplation, has been contracted for, and will

be commenced immediately. There wiU be- a
foot-path of considerable width along its whole
extent."

Ibid.
—

"Died, on the 19th of March last, Lieut.-

Colonel Eraser, of the Royal Scots. This gal-

lant officer was killed while rallying the ad-

vanced party of our troops before Asser^hur,
upon whom a desperate and unexpected attack

had been made by a sally from the fortress. Jiis

loss is deeply regretted by his companions in

arms throughout India, where he has served

with distinguished reputation for many years."

Ibid.—"At Hull, on the 22nd ult., aged 84,

Roderick Maeleod, of the 15th Regiment of

Foot, who fought at the Siege of Quebec, under
the gallant General Wolfe, and was in various

other engagements. About eighteen years ago
tJiis veteran had a grave-stone put down in

the Trinity Ohurch new burying-ground, in

the place where he intended to be interred, beaj -

ing this inscription
—

'This is the burying-plaob

of an old soldier who has served four Princes

:

the first was the last and the last was the

best.'

"

September 23.—It is stated that the plumbago
mine in Glenstrathfarar was aliording employ-

ment to a considerable number of persons. Large
quantities of the mineral were sent to London
by the smaoks for sale.

Ibid.
—

"Married in the Parish Church of Trent-

ham, in the county of Stafford, on Thursday the

16th cnrt. , by his Grace the Lord Archbishop of

York, the Right Hon. Lord Viscount Belgrave,

eldest son of the Earl Grosvemor, to the Right

Hon. Lady Elizabeth Mary Leveson Gower,
yonnger daughter of the most noble the Marquis

of Stafford,"
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Ibid.
—

"At her house, Crown, Inverness, on the
3rd inst. , in the 78th year of her age, Jane,

relict of the Hon. Archibald Fraser of Lovat,
and sister of the late Sir William Fraser,

Bart."
Ibid.—^A proposal is on foot to run a coaoh }e-

tween Inverness ajid Fort-William, with a pos-
sihle connection to Skye. A meeting to sup-

port the scheme was held at Fort-Augustus, and
£500 was subscribed to further the project,

Glengarry giving £100.
September ou.—Beginning of historical and miscel-

laneous notices of Inverness, "to be continued
ocoasionaUy. " They were no doubt contributed
by Mr James Suter.

Ibid.
—

"Died, at Graveseud, on his passage from
London to Inverness on the 24t.h inst. Mr Wil-
Ham Ettles, bookseller, of this place.

'

October 7.—^At the Michaelmas Head Court, on
the roU of fi'eeholders being made up, Colonel
A. Macdonell of Glengarry rose and read a pro-

test against the designation of Ranald George
Macdonald, Esq. of Clanranald, on the ground
that that gentleman had no lauds or charters
that entitled liim to be designated of Clan-
ranald—his true and legitimate title being of

Moidart, or Captain of Clanranald. "To prove
this averment, Glengarry entered into a detail

of the genealogical history of the Family of

Moidart, explained the etymology of the word
dan, and concluded (with an accompaniment of

some animated remarks) that he would consider
it personal to himself if any gentleman should
henceforward mention Mr Macdonald other-
wise than as Captain of Clanranald. Mr Mac-
kenzie of Woodside having, on behalf of his
client, answered the gentleman's objection, and
some observations having been made thereon by
several other members, it was rejected as in-
competent to be entertained by the meeting.
Glengarry here intimated that he would bring
the question before the Court of Session, and
thence, if necessary, to the House of Peers."

Ibid.—The birth of an heir to Clanranald was
celebrated with great rejoicing in the Long
Island.

Ibid.—The imprint to the "Courier'' now bears
that it is "printed and published by John John-
stone."

October 14 and 21.—At the Northern Meeting
this year Lord Saltoun presided'. There was a
long discussion on questions relating to the
Secretary, but he was unanimously re-ap-
pointed. The ball-room, it is stated, had re-
ceived a. new and most appropriate ornament
in a finely-executed, fuU-length painting of the
Marchioness of Huutly.
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October 21 —Diei, at London, on 1st October,
Benjajnin Ross, banker, Tain. His death i.s

spoken of with marked regret. It is said that
"by no similar dispensation, since the lamented
death of Sir Charles Ross of Balnagown, has
such a general gloom been oast over the Easter
parts of Ross and Sutherkndshires."

Ibid.—^A full account is given of the blackleid
mine of Glenstrathfarar. "The mine was
discovered in the year 1816, and the proprietor,

Eraser of Lovat, immediately determined on its

being mined. The working is carried on by
ten or twelve men, and is entirely at the day,
the miners not having snnk more than a few
yards from the surface. The quantity hitherto
raised has been inconsiderahle : last year, for

instance, the quantity sent to London did not
exceed five tons. This was sold at the rate

of £93 per ton, thus affording a great profit to

the proprietor, as the average expense of mining
and transport did not exceed £17 a ton."

October 28.—In consequence of the agitation and
disaffection in the country, the Cabinet pro-

posed to raise an additional force of 11,600 men.
They dismissed Earl FitzwiUiam from the office

of Lord-Lieutenant of the West Riding of York
for countenancing a meeting 'which demanded
inquiry into the conflict at Manchester.

Ibid.

—

As. Inverness Juvenile Bible Society wa.<!

formed. Seven hundred young persons enrolled

themselves.

Ibid.—^An account is given of the journey of Mr
James B. Fraser of Reelig to the sources of the

Jumna and i.ae Uanges. This journey was
undertaken in 1815. The account is made up
from Mr Eraser's journal, and communicated
by Mr Fraser-Tytler.

November 18.—^A meeting of the county of Ross
adopted a loyal address to the Prince Regent,
and condemned "the alarming progress of in-

subordination and studied contempt of the law
and its administration in manv parts of the

United Kingdom." Mr Mackenzie of Seaforth

wrote disapproving of the meeting as being in

his opinion unnecessary, and tending to create

mischief and alarm.

Ibid.—^A project was on foot to establish religions

libraries in the Highlands.
November 25.—County meetings in Inverness,

Nairn, Cromarty, and Sutherland adopted loyal

addresses to the Prince Regent.

December 2.—A list of places is given, in which
the Society for the Education of the Poor have
established gratis schools. Six "aid" schools

were also established in the parish of Moy,
under circumstances explained as follows :

—
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"These btatioiis are in tlie parish of Moy, lu-

verness-shire, which runs for 15 miles along
the river Findhorn, besides several lateral glens

;

in ail of them the people have been in the habit

of employing teachers whom, for want of means,
they could only keep for a part of the year.

With th& aid of the Society, which in money
will not amount to more than £13 sterling, or

23 per annum per scholar, for the whole six

schools, the people hope to be able to employ
the teachers all the year, and to carry on the
education of their children with more effect than
heretofore."

Ibid.—An affray occurred near Banff between
smugglers and a party of Excisemen, aided by
a detachment of soldiers. The soldiers fired,

and one of the smugglers was wounded, it was
feared mortally.

December 9.
—

"Died, lafber a short illness, in the
Cantonment at Dhapoolu, near Sevemdroog,
in the East Indies, Lieutenant and Adjutant
William MacdoneU, of the 1st Battalion 10th
Native Infantry and son to Coll. MacdoneU,
Esq. of Barrisdale. His brother-officers of
the regiment have, in token of their very great
esteem and sincere regard for him, built a splen-
did monument to his memory, on the spot where
he lies interred."

December 16.
—"Mr John Anderson, minister of

Bellie, and Commissioner to the Duke of Gor-
don, has tendered to the Presbytery of Strath-
bogie the former of these oiEoes—which was
accepted of, and intimation thereof appointed
to be made from the pulpit of Bellie.

'

December 50.—Lord Archibald Hamilton's motion
for the renewal of the Committee on the Scot-
tish Burgha was approved of by the House of
Commons.
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No. XV.

George III. died 29th .January 1820, in the
82nd year of his age and the 60th of his reign.
He had been mentally incapacitated for more
than nine years, and was bhnd for some years
before his death. The Prince Regent now
ascended the throne as George IV. The first
year of the new reign was greatly troubled.
A plot was discovered for the assassination of
Ministers, devised by a man named Thistle-
wood, who was apprehended with his com-
panions on February 22nd as they were arming
themselves in a hayloft in Cato Street, off the
Edgware Road. The ringleaders were tried and
executed. About the same time Glasgow and
the neighbouring towns were disturbed by a
threatened rising. Queen Carohne, who had
been living abroad, returned home on the ac-

cession of her husband, arriving in London
on the 6th of June. Negotiations had been in

progress to induce her to remain on the Con-
tinent, but the order to omit her name from
the Liturgy excited her indignation and
prompted her return.

In June of this year the first steamboat was
placed on the Canal, to run between Inverness
and Fort-Augustus. From Fort-Augustus to
Fort-Wiiham communication was established

once a week by coach.

During the second half of 1820, the nation

was deeply moved by the trial of the Queen.
The Government had appointed a Secret Com-
mittee, which reported on the 4tn July that the

charges againsi her Majesty affected not only

the honour of the Queen, but also the dignity

of the Crown, and tiie moral feehng and honour
of the country. In the opinion of the Com-
mittee, it was indispensable that the charges

should become the subject of a solemn inquiry,

and they recommended that the investigation

should take the form of legislative proceedings.

On the 5th, Lord Liverpool introduced a
measiire in the House of Lords to de-

prive the Queen of her rights and privi-

leges as Consort, and to dissolve the marriage

between herself and the King. The bill was
immediately read a first time, and a protracted

inquiry followed. "To the great scandal of

the whole nation,'' says Ransome, in his his-
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torical summary, "a series of Italian witnesses

were publicly examined as to the minutest de-

tails of the Queen's life. This evidence was
printed in the newspapers, and became the

daily talk of all classes. As evidence, how-
ever, on which to found a divorce, it was quite

inconclusive, and was unmercifully discredited

under the cross-examinaiiOn of Brougham and

Denman, who conducted the case for the

Queen. The second reading of the bill was

only passed oy 28 ; the third reading by only

9. In these circumstances Ministers saw that

there was not the remotest chance of the bill

passing the House of Commons, and it was

accordingly abandoned. While it was possible

that the bill might pass, the feeling of the

nation had been strongly in the Queen's

favour ; but a reaction now took place. The
evidence, thooigh inconclusive, was most dis-

creditable to her fair fame, and the number of

her supporters rapidly diminished." This pas-

sage fully represents the facts as exhibited in

the newspaper columns of the day. At In-

verness there was a partial illumination on

receipt of the news of the abandonment of the

bill.

A step in advance was taken this year by

the formation in the town of what was called

a Sacred Music Institution. Towards the end

of the year a steamer made the first voyage

to Kyleakin.

From the
'
' Inverness Courier.

"

1820.

January 6.
—"The North Mail Coach has been

prevented for some time beick from proceeding

further than Tain owing to the deep fall of

snow. The road between Tain and Thuiso is

in some places covered with snow to the depth

of from 5 to 15 feet. The mail is carried for-

ward on horseback, with great difficulty, and
the houis of arrival are quite uncertain. The
snow is also so deep between Aberdeen and
Foctiabers that the South Mail Coach, which
used to reach Inverness about eleven at night,

has not arrived for some days until seven in the
morning."—It is stated that at Inverness on the
4th and 5 th inst. 295 barrels of coal were dis-

tributed from the Poor's Coal Fund to 723 poor
persons residing within the town ; also that on
Jfew-Year's Day Provost Robertson ordered 150
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loaves of breajdl to be distributed among the

poor people connected with the Soup Kitchen.

Ibid.—The following curious notice is addressed

to a correspondent:
—"W© are extremely sorry

that we cannot insert the communication from
Ross-shire, as every article bearing a real signa-

ture that appears in a newspaper is charged

by the Stamp Office as an advertisement."

Ibid.—An article referring, among other subjects,

to burgh reform, throws some light on the con-

ditions of the question. The writer, after ex-

pressing approval of the "prudent and cautious

extension of the elective franchise," says
—"We

have not been clamorous for the revival (if, in-

deed, they ever eodsted) of those silly and nar-

row laws and obsolete privileges, the benefit of

which is claimed by ancient crafts and corpora-

tions, to the manifest exclusion of all the pro-

perty, talent, and respectability existing in

modem times, under the denominations of

lawyers, physicians, clergymen, teachers, men
of letters, artists, printers, annuitants, &c.,

because we have no motive in representing the

interests of miserable local factions as the in-

terests of the community.'' The writer implies

that the "set" or constitution of any burgh was
at best of a restricted kind, and excluded many
of the most intelligent classes from the admini-

stration of municipal aifairs.

.Tamiary 13.—^A record of the number and ton-

nage of vessels entered at the Custom House of

Inverness for the year ending January 5th,

1820, shows an increase on the previous year

of 259 vessels and 15,498 tons. 'The statement
comprehends "all the minor ports within the

limits of the Inverness Custom House," but even

so there was room for congratulation on the

rapid progress of the shipping trade.

January 27.—Complaint is made that a recent

dhange in the malt duty was unfavourable to the

agricultural interests of Scotland generally and
of the Northern districts in particular. "We
are glad to undestand, on the authority of a

letter from the Convener of Ross-shire, that the

member for that county, before the adjourn-

ment of Parliament, had an interview with the

Chancellor of the Exchequer for the purpose of

pointing out the extreme injustice and impolicy

of a measure which imposes a higher malt duty

on Scotland than was paid during the war j and

which must compel all the distillers in the

Northern Counties to abandon their works, and

thus operate as a direct encooiragement to smug-
gling."

Ibid.
—"At Moness House, on the 13th curt. , James

Robertson, Esq. , late of Kallichangie, aged 96.

He outlived all his own family (the male part

23
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of which honourably bled and died in the ser-

vice of their country), and also all the com-
pajiions of his youth. We have frequently

observed the death of 'the last' of Prince Charles

Edward's followers announced, and now venture

to assert, without fear of contradiction, that

this is the last of the officers who fought under
him at the battle of C\illoden in 1746. He
commanded a company of the Athole Highland-
ers upon that memorable day ; and bein? oer-

fectly collected in his senses to the last mo-
ments, his enthusiastic accounts of the deeds of

other years were truly interesting."

Ibid.
—"Died, at Grant's Braes, near Haddington,

on the 14th inst., Agnes Brown, the mother of

Burns the Poet, in the 88th year of her age."

February 3.
—

"Died, at Moyhall, on Thursday the

20th ult. , Sir ^neas Macldntosh, Bart., Chief
of the Clan Mackintosh, who was justly en-

deared to his numerous friends, relatives, and
dependents, by singular uprightness of mind
and amenity of disposition. Sir JEneas makes
the fourth great Clan Chief whom this part of

the country has lost within the last few years

—

Seaforth, the Chief of the Mackenzies; Lovat,
the Chief of the Erasers ; The Chisholm ; and
Sir .iEneas Mackintosh, having all died within
a short period of each other." A paragraph in

the same issue states that the remains of the
deceased Chief were interred in Petty on New-
Year's Day, the funeral procession being a very
imposing spectacle.

Ibid.
—"On the 21st ult., at the Manse of Aber-

nethy, the Rev. John Grant, minister of that
parish, in the 81st year of his age. Early in

life Mr Grant was presented to the livincr of

Arrocher, in Dumbartonshire, whence he was
in 1765 translated! to Abernethy. In the latter

parish he discharged the duties of his station

with exemplary fidelity for the unusual period
of 55 years. Happy in the attachment of his

family, and in the respect and esteem of his

neighbours, his time and attention were devoted
witn unwearied zeal to the spiritual andl tem-
poral interests of his parishioners, by whom
the memory of his good offices and paternal care

and solicitude will long be cherished with feel-

ings of gratitude and veneration."

Ibid.—A list of premiums is given, awarded by
the Highland] Society of Scotland to farmers in

Nairnshire, Caithness, Skye, and other districts,

for improvements in land and stock.

February 10 —The death is announced of King
George Third, in the 82nd year of his age and
the sixtieth of his reign. 'The same issue con-

tains an announcement of the proclamation of
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George Fourth at the Exchange of Inverness,

"with due solemnity." A salute was fired by a
party of the Inverness Local Militia who at-

tended, and patriotic and national airs were
played by the band.

Ibid.—^An advertisement announces that the Cale-

donian Coach, beginning on 1st March, would
be run thrice every week, instead of twice as

formerly, "betwixt Inverness and Perth, across

the Grampian Mountains." In compliance with
a wish very generally expressed, it was to be
run in one day between these places. "To at-

tain this end, the innkeepers on the road have
become contractors, andl the horses will be
changed at every stage. The days for starting

from Inverness wiE be every Monday, Wednes-
day, and Friday ; and from Perth every Tues-
day, Thursday, and Saturday of each week. The
coach will be despatched from both places at

5 o'clock in tihe morning ; ajid will, from cal-

culations made, alter allowing ample time for

breakfast and dinner, at suitable stations, reach
its destination by ten o'clock at night at far-

thest."

February 17.—^A proposal was at this time on foot

for establishing a musical society in Inverness,

to be called the Sacred Music Institution. The
promoters were in correspondence with Mr
George Ihomson, the friend of Burns, with the
view of securing a teacher.

March 2.—This number contains an account of

the conspiracy of Thistlewood and others (known
as the Cato Street Conspiracy) for the assassina^

tion of his Majesty's Ministers. "The traitors

were actually met, in a loft they had hired as a

rendezvous, and were completely armed and ready
to commence the butchery, when they were sur-

prised by tlie peace-officers and a party of the
Coldstream Guards."

Ibid.—The exclusion of the (Jueen's name from
tihe Liturgy, recorded in this issue, was the

beginning of the bitter struggle over the claims

and' character of the Consort of King George
IV.

March 9.—Pailiament was dissolved on the 1st

inst., and a new Parliament called for the 21st

of April.

Ibid.—A riot occurred on the estate of Ouloairn
through an attempt to remove the tenantry. A
force, consisting of twenty-five men of the Ross-
shire Militia and fortv constables, was com-
pelled to beat a retreat by a body of three or

four hundred people, chiefly women, postedl be-

hind a stone dyke, "who rushed out upon the
soldiers with a hideous yell and attacked them
with sticks, stones, and other missiles." The
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Sheriff of the County, who a<;compa.nied the
party, suffered some injury, and had the panels
of his carriage broken. A few shots were, with-
out orders, fired by the soimers in self-defence,

and two or three women were severely wounded.
Ibid.

—
"Married, on the 1st March, Lieut. -Colonel

ColquhouB Grant, Forres, to Miss Margaret
Bi-odie, second daughter of Jamea Brodie of

Brodie, Esq."
Ibid.

—"At Ardfreck, in the Isle of Sky©, on the
2nd ult., Mrs Macleod, Dowager of Talisker, at

the advanced age of 91. This excellent and ac-

complished lady had passed the earlier years of

her Life in the politest circles of society in

Europe. On the Colonel's death, in the year
1789, she retired to her jointure house, where
she passed her disconsolate widowhood, an emin-
ent example of female worth and dignity to her
sex, in the duties of fervent Christian devotion
and' extensive charity."

March 15.—In course of the General Election now
in progress, there was a keen struggle between
the Fife and Seafield interests in Elgin. Two
of the Councillors in Colonel Grant's interest

were picked up and carried off to the coast of

Sutherland. A day or two afterwards a force

of tenantry from the Grant estates in Strath-
spey assembled and marched to Grant Lodge
at Elgin. A short account of this, the last

Highland Raid on record, is given in this issue.

Full particulars appeared in our columns some
years ago, written by the late Bailie Stuart.

The paper was republished in the 21st Volume
of the Transactions of the Gaelic Society.

Ibid.
—"We state with deep regret the death of

Sir Alexander Mackenzie of Avoch, who on
Saturday last suddenly expired at Mullinearn,

on his way to the North to attend the Ross-

shire election." Sir Alexander was sixty-five

years of age, having been bom in 1755. He
discovered and explored the Mackenzie River in

the North-West of America, and was the first

white man to cross the Rocky Mountains and
reach the Pacific Coast.

Ibid.
—"Died, at the Manse of Tain, on the 3rd

curt., Mrs Margaret Brodie, widow of the late

Rev. Charles Calder, minister of Urquhart." A
long paragraph speaks very highly of this lady's

character and accomplishments.—"At Sharrow
Head, near Sheffield, on the 7th inst. , Major-
General Patrick Mackenzie, colonel of the 3rd

Royal Veteran Battalion, after 42 years' active

employment in the service of his country."

Ibid.—It is stated that Colonel BailUe of Leys
had been returned as one of the representatives

of the biffgh of Hedon.
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March 23.—^An important meeting at Dornoch
complained of an Act passed for the encourage-

ment and improvement of the Irish fisheries.

This Act granted higher bounties to the Irish

fish-oui-ers, and privileges not enjoyed by their

British competitors ; and as a consequence the

latter could not compete in the market with
the Irish fish-curer. It was stated at the

meeting that "in several parts of the North of

Scotland, and particularly in the county of

Sutherland, the prosecution, of the herring and
white iisheries is of recent date" ; that in Suther-
land the industry had been fostered by the
patronage of the Marquis of Stafford, and gave
employment to a numerous population.

Ibid:i.—Mr Thomas Mackenzie, yr. of Applecross,
was re-elected member for Ross-shire without
opposition. His election was proposed by Mr
Macleod of Cadboll, and seconded by Sir Hector
Mackenzie of Gajrloch.

Ibid).—Rev. Alexr. Macbean, minister of Kin-
cardine, writes on the subject of the Culrain
riots. He strongly disapproves of the removal
of the tenantry, but announces that they had
acceptedi the writs served on them by the Sheriff

Officer.

Ibid.—The contest at Elgin, with kidnapping of

voters and incursion from Strathspey, recalls

the following anecdote :
—"Seventy years since

the proprietor of Kinsteary was opposed to the
Laird of Grant as a candidate for representing

the county of Inverness. The men of Strath-

spey, indignant that any Lowlander should pre-

sume to compete with their Chief, came in

detached parties to the neighbourhood of Inver-

ness, pretending to have lost a great number of

oattle. Ten chosen scouts watched every move-
ment of their destined prey, and, seizing a

favourable moment, one threw a plaid over
Kinsteairy's head and the others hoodwinked his

companions in the same manner. The candi-

ds.te for the county was detained among the hills

until the Laird of Grant was returned for the
county, and several years passed befoi'e tlhat

Cfhief was informed what individuals made the
bold effort to insure his election."

March 30.—On the 23rd, Mr Macpherson-Grant
of Ballindalloch was elected' M. P. for the county
of Sutherland. On the same day Colonel Fran-
cis William Grant of Grant was elected mem-
ber for the county of Moray.

April 6 and 13.—The Right Hon. Charles Grant
was unanimously re-elected' member of Parlia-

ment for the county of Inverness. The nomina-
tion was made b" Glengarry and seconded by
Glenmoriston. Mr Grant delivered a speech,
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which is reported at considerable length, and
in the evening entertained a lajge party to

dinn«r in the Northern Meeting Rooms. A
few evenings thereafter he gave a supper audi

ball to the young people.—Mr George Gum-
ming, London, "was re-elected member for the

Inverness District of Burghs, the election

taking place at Forres.—fflie Hon. George
Pryce Campbell, captain,. R.N. , second son of

Lord Cawdor, wias elected member far the

county of Nairn..—Sir Hugh Innes of Lochalsh

was re-elected for the Northern Burghs.-—Mr
Archibald Farquharson of Finzean was elected

for the Elgin District of Burghs by the casting

vote of the delegate for Oullen, the presiding

burgh, General Duff being the defeated candi-

date. In this case no commissioned delegate

appeared for Elgin, but competing minutes of

Council were read in favour of two nominees,

each appointed to vote for the rival candidate

;

but both votea were rejected.—The Earl of Fife

was re-elected member for Banffshire.

April 13.—This issue gives an account of proceed-

ings in Glasgow and Paisley in connection with
a general strike of workmen and a threatened

rising. Disturbances also occurred at Greenock.

Ibid.—^An epidemic of influenza is reported in In-

verness, the illness be:nf attended by headache,
sore throat and other disagreeable symptoms.

May 4.—This issue contains a report of the trial

of Thistlewood' and his companions. Five were
sentenced to death.

Ibid.—A vacancy in the situation of Latin teacher
in the Inverness Academy wa.s filled by the ap-

pointment of Mr Oarmichael fi'om the School

of Crieff. "The filling up of this vacancy,"
says the report, "is known to ha.ve excited a
very deep interest in this part, of the country.

We formerly mentioned that the contest had
added' £1000 to the funds and 20 names to the
list of directors ; but before the day was done
the money and the names were more than
doubled." This is an indication of the strife

of local parties in those days in the burgh.
Miay 11.—The Treasurer of the Inverness Auxili-
ary of the Bible Society reported receipt of

duma from town and countv amounting to
£248 7s.

Ibid.
—"Died, at Garguston of Redcastle, on the

28th ult. , Alexander Macfarquhar, alias Roy
(one of the oldest men in this part of the coun-
try) at the advanced age of 103 years ; he was
one of those whose attachment to the unfortu-
nate and Royal Family of Stewart led him in

1746 to support their cause at the battle of

Culloden."
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May 18.—^At llilnfield, on the Ytli curt., MrAlox-
andter Macdonell, w'ho for 37 years practised as

a writer in Inverness.

May 25.—The death is recorded on the 12th inst.

,

in the 70th year of his age, of the Kev. Isaac

Ketchen, for upwards of 40 -^"ars minister of

the Secession CongreiJation at Nairn. "No
minister could be better entitled to the charac-

ter of father and friend of his people, or more
beloved by them and respected by all classes of

the community in the town and neighbour-

hood. The circtimstances of his death were re-

markably solemn and impressive. He had
preached on Sabbatu with great animation and
effect, on Matthew, 25th chapter, 13th verse

:

'Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the

day nor the hour when the Son of Man cometh'

—

rose in his usual health on Friday morning

—

had come from his closet (after praying for the
last time 'to hia Father who seetu in secret) to

the breakfast room, where the ffimily were as-

sembled for social worship, and hadi the Psalm-
book in hand to begin, when he leaned his head
on the table, and without a groan breathed his

spirit into the hands of his Father and his

God."
June 15.—Tlie return of the Queen to England is

chronicled', and the excitement which her claims

ci-eated. The sympathv of the people was in

her favour.

Ibid.—The annual meeting of the Northern Mis-
sionary Society was held on the 14th at Inver-

ness. Collections were intimated amoimting to

£93 19s 6d.

June 22.—The annual Sheep and Wool Market
began on) the 20th. Little business was done
in sheep, but wool sold at prices rather higher
than were expected. Common wool per double
stone from 18s to 20s ; Cheviot wool per single

stone from 20s to 22s ; Cheviot sheep from 20s

to 25s ; blackfaoed) sheep from 20s to 23s

;

Cheviot lambs from 10s to lis ; blackfaoed

lambs from 7s to 8s 6d ; croke ewes from 16s

to 17s ; wedder hoggs from ISs to 16s. At
Fort^WUliam Market the previous week no
business was directly done in wool, the highest

price offered being 16s ; but some sales were con-

ditionally made, the prices to be determined by
the Inverness Market.

Ibi<I.—The Rev. Mr Martin, of the Chapel of

Ease, Inverness, Was presented to the Church
of Abemethy, vacant by the death of Mr Grant.

Ibid.—^A steamboat, owned by Mr Bell, arrived in

the Canal Basin, to ply on Loch-Ness. "It is

intended that the steamboat shall go to Fort-
Augustus every morning aaid return to Inver-
ness at night."
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June 24.—"The steamboat has now performed six

successful voyages on Loch-Ness and the Cale-

donian Canal, going off in the morning, andl

returning from Forl^Augustus every night.

Nothing more forcibly shoips the rapid improve-
ment of this country, and the enterprising com-
mercial spirit spread abroad among the people

than the facility afforded to travellers. Three
daily coaches, and one coach on alternate days,

now set out from and arrive at Inverness,

which very few years back no pubUo vehicle ap-

proached!; and which within the memory of

living men seemed as unapproachable as Stor-

noway or Lerwick. The former, by the way, is

now to be brought home, for we understand that

a steamboat is to be estabhshed at Stomoway."
In the same issue there is an advertisement of

through communication between Inverness and
Fort-William. It was announced that a steam-

boat would ply regularly three times a-week
between Inverness and Fort-Augustus ; and that

every Saturday a two-horse conveyance (or if

business would admit one with four horses)

and a light waggon would run from For1>Augus-
tus to Fort-William, returning the following

Monday. This was to connect with the steamer
Comet plying between Fort-William and Glas-

gow. The enterprising person who started the
conveyance was Mr William Geddes. vintner,

Inverness. He also proposed to establish at an
early date a conveyance from Invermoriston to

Kyle Rhea, on the Sound of Skye. The fare

from Inverness to Fort-Augustus wag—Cabin,
5s ; steerage, 3s 6d ; andl from Inverness to

Fort-William, 123. "Thusi it will be in the
power of the tourist to go in handsome style

from Inverness to Edinburgh, including boat
and coach hires, for the small sum of 54s, and
steerage paissengers may go the same distance
for the very moderate fare of 32s. " As regards
the Loch-Ness steamer, it was stated that it

was "elegantly and commodiously fitted up."
that refreshments of every description, of the
best quality, would be sold on board on reason-
able terms ; and that books and music would be
providted. The vessel sailed from Muirtown
Locks every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday,
and made the return journey from Fort-Augus-
tus every Monday, Wednesday, and Fridav.

Julv 6.—Died, at Inverness, on Sunday, 25th June
last, aged 60, Mr Donald Macpherson, many
years one of the Magistrates of Inverness.

July 13.—This issue contains an account of the
proceedings of the House of Lords, when the
report of the Secret Committee on the Queen's
case was submitted, and Lord Liverpool brought
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in a bill for the dissolution of the Royal mar-
riage and depriving the Queen of her rights

and privileges.

Ibid.—The Sacred Music Institution formed at

Inverness advertises classes to be conducted by
Mr Himtly. A long letter appears from Mr
George Thomson, the correspondent of Burns,
on the improvement of psalmody.

July 27.—^A cattle market was held for the first

time at Bridge-End of Alness, on the 19th curt.

—The Invergorden Horticultural Society held
its first meeting for the distribution of premi-
ums "at the village of Invergordon Ness" on
the 15th.

August 3.—On Monday, 31st July, the Rev.
Hector Bethune, minister of Alness, was in-

ducted into the church and Uving of Dingwall,
vacant by the translation of the Kev. fir A.
Stewart to the Canongate Church of Edinburgh.

August 10.—The hotels and lodgingJiouses in In-

verness are reported as very crowded. This
was partly due to the facUities afforded by the

steamer recently placed on Loch-Ness, with its

through connection via Fort-WilUam. It was
announced that the steamer was to go dCwn the
Moray Firth the following week, "for the pur-

pose of exhibiting her usefulness and stirring

up gentlemen of public spirit to establish a

boat on the Firth for conveying goods and pas-

sengers." On several occasions the vessel had
been unable to carry all the goods sent to Muir-
town Wharf.

Ibid.
—"The Airs and Melodies Peculiar to the

Highlands of Scotland and the Isles, vocally ar-

ranged with symphoni'es and accompaniments
for the pianoforte, &c., Vol. I.'' is announced
by the editor. Captain Eraser, as about to be
published by subscription. Captain Eraser had
before this issued a volume of Highland melo-
dies, which met with much success in his

native country. He had, however, sent a
large consicmment abroad, which had resulted!

in serious loss, owing, apparently, to the com-
petition of a pirated edition pubHshed in

America.
August 17.—^A meeting was held and a Committee
appointed for the establishment of a subscrip-
tion library in Inverness.

August 24.—It is stated that markets had re-

cently been established at Muir of Ord, and
promised well. The number of cattle exposed
for sale were computed to be from three to
four thousand head.

Ibid.—."Arrived at Bennet's Hotel, John Glad-
tone, Esq., of Liverpool, M.P., and family."

August 31.—^A large part of this issue is devoted
to speeches and evidence at the Queen's trial.

24
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—Tlie Rev. Legh Richmond, of Turvey, in

Bedfordshire, visited Inverness to commend a

movement for promoting Christianity among
the Jews.

September 7.—The Northern Missionary Society

held its anniversary meeting at Tain on the

30th ult. Subscriptions and donations were
announced to the amount of £122 19s 6d.

Ibid.
—

"Married, on the 23rd August, at La Col-

umbriere, Jersey, by the Dean of the Island,

Major William Mackay, 68th Light Infantry,

to Margaret, only child of Captain Robert Mac-
kay of nedgefield, Inverness."

—"At Hartfield

House, on Tuesday, 22nd August, James Mac-
donald, Esq. of Bah-anald and younger of Lyn-
dale, to Miss Jane Mackenzie, third daughter

of the deceased Captain Mackenzie of Hartfield.

The event was celebrated in the true old style

of ingiiland hospitality, there being upwards
of 30 ladies and gentlemen present, who did

not separate till the end of the week, but trip-

ping it on the light fantastic toe to the enliven-

ing sounds of Mr Morrison's excellent band,

and sharing in the liberal hospitalities of Hart-

field and Appleoross House, the residence of

the worthy member for Ross-shire."

September 14.—The whole of the evidence for

the prosecution of the Queen was now ended,

and the House of Lords adjourned to the 3rd

of October.

Ibid.—Three civil cases were tried at Inverness

before Lord Gillie's and a jury. The first had
reference to a weir on the River Ness, the

second to a commonty claim from Sutherland,

and the third was an action by the Rev. Dr
Ross, Lochbroom. The special interest affect-

ing these cases arose from the presence of Mr
Jeffrey and Mr Cockburn as counsel. The
Court, was crowdled almost to suffocation during
the three days, and the eloquence and ingenuity
of the advocates created a great impression.

September 21.—^There was some commotion in

prospect of the annual election of the Town
Council of Elgin. Eight of the members issued

a circular, in which they declared that their

intentions are "to vote into the Town Council
such gentlemen only as a^^e fully qualified agree-

ably to the set of the burgh," and that "neither
threats nor any consideration whatever" would
deter them from exercising their just rights "in

ordier to restore to the burgesses of Elgin their

lawful franchise, and thereby to put an end to

a yoke of the most degrading and arbitrary

nature." The subscribers of the circular call

upon the Sheriffs of the county, the Magistrates,
and every good citizen, to give them that nro-
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teotion which as loyal subjects they were en-
titled to claim. In the same issue there is a.

report on the Royal Burghs of Scotland) by a
Select Committee of the House of Commons.
Among other matters, this report calls atten-
tion to an extraordinary set of facts disclosed

by Colonel Francis William Grant, M.P. "It

appears that Colonel Grant was Provost of the
burgh of Elgin during the years 1816, 1817, and
1818 ; also Provost of Fcares during two of

tiose same years, 1816 and 1817 ; and also in
the Council of the burgh of Nairn from the
year 1812 to the present time inclusive. It

is required by the sets of three out of the four

burghs, of which Colonel Grant was in Council
at tie same time, that the members of Council
should be merchants or traffickers within the
respective burghs. It must be superfluous to

the Committee to observe that these four burghs
are so far distant from each other as to render
the observance of this provision of the sets of

three of them wholly incompatible with the
facts detailed in the evidence." The Commit-
tee, however, add that the irregularity was due
rather to the defects of the system than to the
individual.

September 28.—^A correspondent writes:
—"A

complete revolution has been effected in the
burgh management of Elgin all the present elec-

tion. The contending parties approached the
goal neck and neck, but the F— interest

finally predominated. We now stand—^Alexr.

Innes, Esq. , Provost ; Messrs John Forsyth,
Peter Nicholson, David Connie, and William
I>unbar, B'ailies ; Lewis Anderson, Dean of

Guild ; Robert Dick, Treasurer. Last night the
town of Elgin was brilliantly illuminated, and
numbers of the inhabitants paraded the streets

with torch-lights to celebrate the present elec-

tion of Magistrates and Town Council." This
was probably a reaction against^ the Strathspey
Raid.

September 28.—This issue contains extracts from
Mr Loch's work on the Improvements in Suther-
land.

October 5.—Sir William Gordon-Oumrain? of

Altyre elected Provost of Nairn.—Mr Macpher-
son-Grant of Ballindalloch, MLP., elected Pro-
vost of Wick. This compliment was paid to Mr
Macpherson-Grant on the motion of Sir John
Sinclair, in recognition of (his services to the

fisheries.

Ibid.—A sum of £50 was remitted) by Mr Ken-
neth Macpherson of Jamaica, being subscrip-

tions collected in the Colony in aid of the So-
ciety for Educating the Poor in the High-
Tands.
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October 12.—A. long report is given of the pro-

ceedings connected with the trial of the Queen,

and the same subject continues to engross sub-

sequent issues.

Ibid.
—"The ladies of Elgin have presented the

new Provost with a handsome gold chain, to

be worn by him and his successors! in office so

long as the Magistrates and Council maintain
their independence."—Colin Mackenzie of

Kilcoy was elected Provost of Dingwall, and
Roderick Macfarquhar Provost of Fortrose.

Oftober 19.—The steamboat between Glassow
and Fort-WiUiam had been so successful that

another boat was to be put on the route, and
the voyage performed twice a week.

Ibid.
—"So great is the interest excited by the trial

of the Queen that a Eeading-roora has been
estabhshed at Brora, where the principal Lon-
don papers are taken in."

October 26.—The Northern Meeting was held the
previous week. The Marquis of Huntly (de-

scribed as "the life and soul of every society")

was absent, but otherwise there was a satisfac-

torv attendance. The chair was fllledl succes-

sively by Mr Ma<;leod of Cadboll, Sir James
Dunbar, and Sir William Gordon-CMmming.
Neighbonring proprietors sent presents of

game.
Ibid.—The premiums given bv the Board of Agri-

culture for the best cultivated farm in the
coointy of Morav had been adjudged in the
previous May to Mrs Geddes of Orbliston. The
lady was oermitted to make her own choice of

plate, and now received two handsome cups,
a tea--^ot. milk-ewer, andl sugar bowl, with a
suitable inscription. The improvements were
planned by her deceased husband "at a period
when the spirit of agricultural exertion in

Morayshire was by no means so conspicuous as
at present." Thev consisted in the conversion
of "fiftv acres of moorish pround, on which
previously not a blade of grass or corn had ever
grown, into excellent arable land, bv the liberal

use of lime and a judicious mode of subseciuent
improvement." Mrs Geddes had continued the
work on obtaining a renewal of the lease.

Ibid.—The Rieht Hon. William Dundas, M P.

.

was elected Provost of Tain, and the Marquis of
Stafford Provost of Dornoch.

Navember 9.—^Mr J. Murray, who was lecturing
on chemistry in Inverness, contributes an
article on the constituents of the water of the
River Ness. He says that Loch-Ness floes not
freeze because the water is so deep that the
severest of our winters fails to redijce the
surface to freezing point.
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November 16.—The second reading of the bill for

divorcing the Queen was carried in the Lords
by a majority of 28. On. the third reading,
however, the majority fell to 9, and Ministers
then abandoned! the bill.

November 23.—This issue contains a report of

rejoicings throughout the country on the aban-
donment of the Divorce Bill. At Inverness an
intimation was circulated! that a number of the
inhabitants intended to- illuminate on the even-
ing of Tuesday, 21st. The Magistrates there-

upon anoounced tliat this intimation was wholly
unauthorised by them, and that if any illumin-

ation took place, steps would be taken to secure
the p-ublic peace. With this view, and to pro-

tect those who did not illuminate, the Magis-
trates invited a number of gentlemen to assist

in keeping the peace, and also called out the

Civil Force and th© detachment of Militia sta-

tioned at Inverness. "This force," says the
report, "assembled on Tuesday evening, but
happily there was no occasion for their in-

terference, as the people behaved with pro-

priety and good humour, which do credit to

the chajacter of the town. At the hour an-

nounced (6 o'clock) those intending to illumin-

ate, lighted up ; and as the evening was un-
commonly soft and beautiful, a very great con-

course of persons of both sejreis traversed the

streets to enjoy the novelty of the scene. The
illumination was very partial ^n the principal

streets of the town, the thick blaze being con-

fined to the west side of the river and the dif-

ferent suburbs. Fire-works and huzzaing com-
pleted the circle of the ordinary accompaniments
of illumination ; and if the people were occa-

sionally a little loud in their exultation, it all

passed ofE very well on a night consecrated by
them to enjoyment. We have heard of no
offence being committed ; and have much plea-

sure in stating that no insult was offered to

the private feelings of either the Lighters or

Non-Lighters."
December 21.—"Sir Hugh Innes, Bart., has made
arrangements for plying a large steamboat, cal-

culated for the conveyance of bulky commodi-
ties between Kyleakin, in Loclialsh, and Glas-

gow, once a week, to commence early In spring."

The next issue states that a steamboat called the

Highland Chieftain made the first voyage to

Kyleakin about a fortnight before.
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No. XVI.

The year 1821 opened londer the shadow cast

by the Queen's trial, so recently brought to

an inglorious close. Loyal addresses were
vot^d to the King, but not without opposi-

tion, and with a marked desire to exercise

Bevere criticism on the conduct of the GoFem-
ment. Examples of this will be found be-

low. As the year advanced, the develop-
ment of steam communication by way of Aber-
deen created much interest along the northern
seaboard.

In the second half of 1821 public attention
was directed to the coronation of the King,
the refusal to admit the Queen to the cere-
mony, her Majesty's subsequent death, and
the unfortimate incidents which attended her
funeral procession in London. The visit of
the King to Ireland was also a subject of in-
terest and of more hopefulness than the cir-

cumstances warranted.
The first entry in July gives the population

of the town and parish of Inverness, which
was less than half what it has now reached.
One of the most curious cases in the history
of Excise prosecutions will be found in the
notes for December.

From, the " Im'emess Courier.''

1821.

January 4.—In this and other issues there are
loyal addi-esses to the King from county meet-
ings, Town Councils, and Presbyteries. The
"Courier" at the same time mentions that party
zeal of a political kind had long been absent
from the Highlands, but was now beginning to

show itself.

Ibidl.—"On Thursday, the, 7th ult. , the Highland
Chieftain steamboat retm-ned from her trip from
Glasgow to Kyleakin, in Skye. She com-
pleted' her voyage to that place, which is 24-0

miles from Glasgow, in 35 hours and 50 minutes,
and she completed her voyage home in 40 hours
and 16 minutes, notwithstanding having experi-

enced the violent gales we had at the beginning
of the month, and having to contend with many
of the very rapid currents in the narrows along
the western coast. We understand that the

proprietors of this boat have resolved to ply

her between Glasgow and Kyleakin by Crinan,

Oban, and Tobermory, during the ensuing sum-
mer."
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January 11.—^A report of the Inverness county-
meeting shows that the terms of the loyal ad-
dress to the King caused a lively discussion.
Glengarry, who was not present, wrote that he
saw no necessity for addressing his Majesty at
present. Mr Grant of Rothiemurchus criticised

with severity the conduct of his Majesty's
Ministers, and moved an amendment. Mr
Fraser of Auchnagaim asked Mr Grant who
gained the battle of Waterloo. "Mr Grant re-

plied, not his Majesty's Ministers, God knows.
Had my Lord Liverpool, my Lord Castlereagh,
or Mr Vansdttart commanded that day, the
battle would not have been gained. And had
tihe Duke of WeUington possessed no more wis-
dom, vigour, or consistency than these gentle-
men, even he would not have obtained the vic-

tbry." Mr Fraser, yr. of Torbreck, who
seconded the amendment, said that without
entering at all into the Question of the guilt or
innocence of the Queen, he considered the with-
drawal of the Bill of Pains and Penalties one
of the proudest triumphs the people of England
had ever obtained!. The amendment was ulti-

mately withdrawn, but the following clause
adopted! from it was introduced into the address :—"We have the utmost satisfaction in being
able to assure your Majesty tihat in this part of

your Majesty's dominions, there exists no spirit

of disaffection, or irrehgion, or of immorality,
nor have any attempts been made, so far as

we have been able to learn, either by the circu-

lation' of books and writings, or otherwise, to

shake the loyalty or to corrupt the manners of

the people.'' In several county meetings else-

where and in Presbyteries opposition was shown
to the voting of addresses. "Dr Chalmers in

Glasgow and Mr Andrew Thomson in Edin-

burgh respectively withstood' the proposed Ad-
dresses, and reprobated the interference of the

clergy in political matters, as the sure means
of lowering the clerical character, injuring the

cause of religion, and lessening the influence of

its teachers over the minds of the people." Mr
Macleod, yr. of CadboU, dissented from some
parts of the Address adopted by the county of

Ross.

Ibid.—The directors of the Sacred Music Institu-

tion announced that Mr Hunter had been en-

gaged and had commenced teaching as successor

to Mr Huntly.
January 18 and 25.—^Reports of meetings, from
many parts of England and Scotland, show the

excitement that prevailed. Loyal addresses

were voted to the King, but the conduct of

Ministers was frequently censured.
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February 1.—Parliament was opened on tihe 23rd
iust. by the King in person, and the speech from
the Throne recommended the Commons to pro-

vide an income for the Queen. This concession

tended to allay the public temper. The amount
subsequently voted' was £50,000 a-year.

February 8.—There is a report of a dinner of the

Celtic Society in Edinburgh (the third general

meeting), at which Sir Walter Scott presided,

supported by Glengarrv and Macleod of Mac-
leod. About 70 gentlemen were present, at-

tired in the Highland dress. The principal ob-

ject of the Society was to promote the general

use of the Highland garb in the Highlands.

Sir Walter, in replying to the toast of his own
health, said that it had been his good fortune

in early life to be much in the Highlands. "He
remembered with delight how he used to cling

round the knees of some aged Highlander, and
listen half astonished, half afraid, to the tales

and traditions of that romantic country. It

was then and there that he had imbibed that

love for wild scenery and legendary lore which
had since procured him what reputation he en-

joyed. He knew that his friend. Sir John Mal-
colm, when on his embassy to Persia, had gained
much reputation by narrating to the Eastern
Court, in their own language, the Arabian tales.

He, in like manner, had only given back to his

country the tales which they had formerly
known and loved."

February 15.
—"A reading-room was opened' at

Cromarty om Tuesday week, which is to take
in three London daily papers, two Edinburgh
papers, and the two Inverness papers. This
establishment must' be foimd peculiarly useful
to the stirring town of Cromarty."

Ibid.—It is reported that the Badenoch Auxiliary
of the Bible Society had' collected £58 Os 2^d.

Eev. Mr Macdonald, minister of Alvie, writes :—"Considering the almost total failure of the
potato crop, on which the poorer class depend as

their principal food for three-fourths of the
year ; the great fall in the price of cattle and
sheep, the staple conmiodity of the country,
during the whole) of the last season, and more
particularly towards the conclusion of it, fo-

gether with the general poverty of the coun-
try, the above amount collected in these cir-

cumstances is a clear proof that the Bible is not
undervalued among the Highlanders of this dis-

trict."

February 22.
—"The Society for educating the

poor in the Highlands have, upon certain con-
ditions, come definitely tO' the resolution of
erecting a building in Inverness as a Central
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and Modtel School, and they have fixed on a plan
which will afford accommodation for 300
scholars, who are to be educated on the new or
Lancastrian system. The meeting at which
this resolution was adopted was held here on
Tuesday, in the Town Hall, and was numerously
attended, Colin Mackenzie, Esq. of KUcoy,
being in the chair." The directors only agreed
to the erection of a school on such a large scale

on condition of thei inhabitants of the town
becoming bound for a portion of the expense.
To this a number of the inhabitants assented,
and an agreement was entered into by whidi
the Society was secured in the interest of the
money to be expended on the building, and the
feu-duty of the ground on which it was to be
erected. The new school was to be erected
on the west side of the river, immediately op-

posite the English [High] Church. It was cal-

culated that the three schools. Academy, Bain-
ing's. and Central, would provide accommodv
fcion for 900 boys and girls, covering the whole
school population of the town.

Ibid.—Indications are noted of returning pros-

nerity in the manufaicturing districts, and "even
in this remote quarter." With reference to this

district, "it is remarked both by commercial
travellers and those connected with agriculture,

that they recollect of no season in which the
payment of accounts has been more prompt or

fresh orders more liberally given."
Ibid.—^In a souffle near Milton of Kilravock be-

tween three Excisemen and two smugglers, a
father and son, the father received injuries from
which he died. The smugglers had refused to

surrender the illicit spirits which they were
conveying in a cart.

Ibid.—^A Ust of premiums is published, adjudged
by the Highland Society of Scotland to com-
petitors in Highland districts. "Our Northern
readers wdl feel gratified by observing that the

nremiums for improving sheep pasture by
making sheepi drains are making their way to-

wards us. We learn that in the county of

Sutherland there are some farms, on each of

which, within the last five or six years, up-
wards of SO miles of sheep drains have been exe-

cuted."

March 1.—On the previous Monday, officers of

Excise secured three horses laden with nearly

six ankers of smuggled whisky, on the north
side of Kessock Ferry, on their way to Inver-

ness.

March 8.—A controversy arose in connection with
the Inverness Athaneeum. It was alleged that

of five London daily papers received into the

25
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room, four had for some time been Opposition

paners, and! that of eight taken in during the

Queen's trial, seven were Opposition and only

one Ministerial. It seems that there were
aoout 130 subscriber's to the institiition, and a
number of these threatened to resign uidess

both classes of newspapers were fairly repre-

sented. The aimual meeting agreed to take in

three Ministerial and three Opposition papers.

It appeared to be uncertain, however, whether
feeling would be allayed. As the institution was
in debt, the subscription was raised from £1
Is to £1 10s per aimum.

March 15.—^A school for the instruction of female

children was opened in Inverness. The classes

were held in the Old Academy.
March 22.

—"Yesterday the Rev. Mr Scott was
ordained minist.er of the burgher congregation of

this place. A number of the neighbouring
ministers in the ^same connection attended on

this occasion, and the Rev. Mr Anderson, of

Boghole, and Mr Kennedy, of Keith, preached

two very appropriate sermons. We understand

that a new meeting-house is immediately to be
erected to accommodate this congregation and
their new pastor."

Ibid.
—"A smuggling lugger discharged part of a

cargo of gin, brandy, tea, tobacco, &c., at a

fishing village near AJturlie Point, below Cul-

loden, on Thursday, the 1st inst. Of the whole
cargo, only seven matts of coarse tobacco, con-

taining about a cwt. each, two boxes of tea,

and a small quantity of snuff were seized. In-

formation was given to the Acting Supervisor

in Inverness, not until eight days after the land-

ing, and after his proceeding to the place of

concealment he found that the whole smuggled
goods had been removed.'' Several seizures of

the smuggled articles were afterwards made,
amounting in value to about £1000. The
smuggling lugger succeeded in landing goods
at other places on the coast.

March 22.—This issue publishes a correspondence
between Glengarry and Qanranald arising out
of the question of the Chiefship.

Ibid.
—

"Died, on tihe 20t(hi inst. , Alexander Fraser,

Esq. of Torbreck, in the 77th year of his age,

deeply and justly regretted."

April 12.—A half-witted man, named Gunn, from
Caithness, confined on a charge of sheep-steal-

ing, 'effected his escape with considerable in-

genuity from the prison of Inverness. He got
out about two in the morning. 'T3ut in proof
of his real insanity, instead of profiting by hav-
ing by many hours the start of his pursuers,

he knocked up the people of an adjoining public-



1821] File of Inverness Courier. 195

house, boasted of what he had done, and de-

manded some whisky. The consequence was
that the alarm was immediately given, and by
ten o'clock he was taken a fe^w miles beyond
Nairn. He had called at the jail of Nairn to

visit a friend there on his way."
April 12.—^Riots occurred at Gruids, in Suther-

land, in reeistance of summonses of removal. A
military force had to be called in to quell the

disturbance.

May 3.—This issue contains the report of the

trial at the Gircuit Court of seven persons from
Elgin charged with, the stealing of a Bailie.

The unfortunate person was Bailie Francis

Taylor, who had been carried away from Elgin
and conveyed in a boat to Brora, to prevent

him acting in the Fife interest at the election

of 1820. The defence alleged that Taylor was
a consenting party to his o-wn removal, and as

the Crown considered the evidence for the pro-

secution insufficient, they threw up the case,

consenting to a verdict of not guilty.

May 10.—Mr Charles GrantI, senior, late M.P.
for the county, presided at the annual meeting
of the Inverness Auxiliary of the Bible So-

cietv. The Society had that year transmitted

£200 to the British and Foreign Bible Society,

a much larger sum than had been sent in any
former year. A sum of £1050 in all had now
been transmitted to the parent institution.

Ibid.
—"When Mr Charles Grant, senior, retired

from the representation of the county, he was
requested bv the freeholders to sit for his pic-

ture, which was to be hung in the Court-room
here. The painting was some time ago finished

by Raebiim, and does gre.it credit to his pencil.

It was hung up before the meeting of the Court
at the late Assizes. The many obligations

which this county and the Highlands at large

owe to the devoted zeal with whiqh l£r Grant
has, for a large portion of his useful life, pro-

moted every object connected with the pros-

perity of the county, was very happily expressed

by fir Robertson at the late .public dinner in

honour of his Majesty's birthday. Dr Robert-

son concluded his observations by saying that

'Inverness-shire did not owe so much to all

the members who had represented the county

since the Union, as to the individual efforts of

the late member.' " The portrait now hangs in

the Sheriff Court-room in the Oastle.

May 17.—^A conveyance was established to run
between Inverness and Cromarty once in ten

days, for the convenience of passengers going

by the London smacks. It is stated that the

want of such a conveyance had liitherto "made



196 Inverness Courier Index. [1821

the smacks nearly useless to the people of this

quarter." The vessels were said to be com-
fortable and even elegant.

May 24.—"At Resolis, on tihe 14th curt., the Rev.
Robert Arthur, minister of tihe united parish of

Kincardine and CuUicuden, in the 78th, year of

his age and 47th of his ministry. He was a

man of respectable talents and gifts ; a warm
and animated preacher of the Gospel ; like our
blessed Lord, he went about doing all the good
in his power to both the souls and bodies of

men, having considerable skill in medicine as

well as theology."
May 31.

—"Here, on the 20th lust., after a short
illness, the Rev. Alexander Fraser, senior

minister of this town, in the 70th year of his

age, and the 43rd of his ministry. The gentle-

ness and kindness of his disposition, his un-
feigned piety, and exemplary conduct, procared
him the attachment of his friends and' the re-

spect of his flock." The heritors and Magis-
trates made application to have the Rev.
Thomas Fraser, ministler of the Third Charge,
transferred to the First. This they did in re-

cognition of Mr Thomas Fraser's zealous

labours in the community, and his attention to

tlie poor and sick. He had cajried on his work
for twenty yeara on a very slender stipend.

Rev. Mr Rose, who held the second chajge, had
"very handsomely waived his claims in favour
of his highly deserving colleague."

Ibid.—This issue announces the beginning of a
regular conveyance by steam vessels between
Aberdeen and Leith. "The 'Tourist* arrived at

Aberdeen on Thursday last (24fch inst.) betwixt
eight and nine o'clock in the evening, in the

face of a strong northerly wind, from Leith,

after calhng at most of the intermediate places ;

and another steam vessel, of like elegant de-

scription will put on the trade in a few
weeks, when one will sail from each port

daily." The vessel entered Aberdeen Harbour
in grand style, with a band of music playing.

June 14.—A man named William Cochrane set

up bathing machines at Seabank to encourage
bathing in the neighbourhood of Inverness.

Ibid.—lie annual meeting of the Northern Mis-
sionary Society was held at Inverness. Rev.

Mr Smith, Cromarty, preached in the High
Church, and Rev. Mr Mackintosh, Tain, in the

Church-yard. A sum of £54 was collected at

the door, and £58 contributed by subscription,

making a total of £112.

Ibid.

—

li- steam vessel called the "Brilliant" was
launched at Ihimbarton, to complete the con-

nection with Inverness by way of Aberdeen,
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She was 106 feet keel length and 125 feet deck,
and had engines of 80 horse-power.

Ibid.—"Died, in Great Pulteney Street, Bath,
between two and three o'clock in the morning
of Friday week, the Right Hon. John Campbell,
Lord Cawdor, of Castlemartin, Pembrokeshire.
His lordship is succeeded in his title and estates
by the Hon. John Frederick Campbell, M.P.
for Carmarthen, who married the eldest daugh-
ter of the Marquis of Baith."

June iil.—^The Wool Market was held a day or
two before. The following prices were ob-
tained :

—^For Cheviot wool, 18s to. 20s per stone
of 24 lbs. English. Some blackfaeed wool sold

at 20s per double stone, but the market prices

may be stated at from 18s to 20s. Good wed-
ders brought 20s ; the general market price,

IBs to 20s ; Cheviot ewes, 14s to 16s ; black-
facedl ewes 12s ; Cheviot lambs, 8s ; blackfaced,

6s to 7s. A considerable quantity of wool had
been disposed of, but the more opulent farmers
had, not accepted the offers of the staplers. All
the sheep were not disposed of.

Ibid.—"Died, at Eosehall, on the 10th inst., Wil-
liam Munro, gardener at Rosehall ever since

1747. As he was a married miam with a large

family when he first came there, and had been
employed as a gardener elsewhere for several

year's, his age at that time could scarcely be
less than 30 ; and he must therefore have at-

tained at least the age of 104. Yet in spite of

this extraordinary longevity, he retained the
full use of his faculties, and was able to walk
about tUl within a very short period before his

death."

June 28.—Four persons who had been convicted

of theft aind sentenced to transportation at the

Circuit Court, broke the jail at Nairn and
escaped. One of them, a woman, was soon
recaptured.

July 5.
—"The population of the town and parish

of Inverness has just been ascertained, and
amounts to 12,194. In 1811 it was 11,600,

giving an increase of only 594. In 1811 a wool-

len and a thread manufactory were in fuU em-
ployment in Inverness, both which are now
given up. The operations of the Canal were
also carrying on it' the immediate neighbour-

hood of tiie town, which are now completed.

These works caused a. great population in 1811,

and are some of the reasons why the increase is

so small."

Ibid.
—"As an instance of the remarkable drought

this season, Loch-Lomond has lately fallen fiJly

seven feet perpendicularly from the water
mark ; and persons pass and repass between two
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of the islands on stepping stones which had
beien placed there. Oxir own fine river is now
lower than we ever remember to have seen it."

Ibid.—The issue contains the report of the Com-
missioners on Highland' Roads and Bridges,

giving a smnmary of the work accomplished
since their appointment in 1803. They had
expended to the 31st of December 1820 the sum
of £470,548. Parliamentary grants amounted,
with interest, to £252,390, and contributions

by Highland proprietors, with interest, to

£212,860, a sum of over £5000 still remaining
to be provided. The Commissioners note with
satisfaction that they had absolutely avoided a

single instance of litigation in all their multi-

jDlied transactions, though the contracts to

which they had been parties were no less than
120 in number. They stated with regret, how-
ever, that contractors and their cautioners had
suffered to a large amount under the strictness

of the specifications. "Various memorials have
been successively transmitted from Scotland
praying some compensation for losses incurred!

;

and the Commissioners now find with deep re-

gret that the very extent of the evil precludes

them from giving any hope of relief, the un-

avoidable losses of sureties, contractors and the
creditors of these contractors, being estimated

at £34,000 ; their actual loss having been pro-

bably twice that sum." The roads consisted of

874 miles, 1521 yards, executedl by means of

ParUamentary grants and contributions from
Highland proprietors ; 283 miles of military

roads, and 24 miles of roads in Ross and Cro-
marty, executed solely by county funds, but
all of which were repairable under an Act of

1819, the total extending to 1182 miles 1521
yards. The total number of bridges erected

was 1117.

July 12.—The announcement is made of the death
of Napoleon Buonaparte (he is noti called

Emperor) in the Island of St Helena on the
5th of May. A short article points the moral
of his extraordinary career and final destiny.

The writer astutely remarks that "by the death
of Napoleon, this country will save considerably

in money, and lose what, in spite of the thrifty

fit that is upon us just now, we really value

more—Continental influence."

Ibid.—Preparations were in nrogress for the

Coronation of George IV. The Queen claimed
as a right the honour of being crowned. This
was ultimately refused:

Ibid.—^An advertisement announces that hot and
cold baths were about to be opened in Nairn.

July 19.—^A correspondent writes
—"Notwith-
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standing the rapid progress of knowledge and
civilisatton in this country, the whole rigid and
impolitic order of ecclesiastical censure is still

observed in some Highland districts. Not
many weeks ago a clergyman in one of the
Normern Counties caused a young woman stand
and undergo censure for three successive Sun-
days in presence of the congregation, although
she had been married at least seven months be-
fore she became a mother. This is an exces-

sively rigorous, if not an unwarrantable, exer-

cise of the clerical functions."
July 26.—This number contains a full account of

the King's Coronation in Westminster Abbey
on the 19th in3t. The Queen was refused ad-

mission. Dinners to celebrate the Coronation
were held at Inverness and other towns. At
the end of the month the King left on a visit to

Ireland.

August 9.—"From August: 1819 to March 1821
the Sutherlandshire Association paid) for the
destruction of vermin the sum of £320. The
vermin destroyed during that time consisted of

112 full-grown eagles, 18 young eagles, 211
foxes, 317 wild catB, martins, and pole cats ;

616 ravens, 281 hawks, 1183 carrion crows and
magpies, and 570 rooks and jackdaws."

Ibid.—^A letter from Glengarry explains why a
lady was needlessly alarmed' by his apnearance
at the Coronation. He was dressed in the full

costume of a Highland Chief, including a brace
of pistols. At a particular stage Glengany
happened to. carry one of the pistols in his hand,
and this alarmed the lady.

August 16.—Several columns are devoted to the.

death of the Queen, with comments from the
London papers. It is stated that her Majesty's
death, "so sudden in itself, and closing as it

does a life pursued by evil fortune, appears to

be profoundly felt by the nation." Her demise
was announced in the "Gazette" with the usual
symbols of mourning, and at the houses of the
principal nobility the window shutters were
closed. Later, at the funeral procession of the

Queen through London, there was a disturbance
and two men were killed by military fire. Dur-
ing this time the King was in Ireland.

Ibid.—The Inverness Central School was opened
on Monday the 13th. About 60 children were
enrolled!.

Ibid.—Opposition was made to the clergyman
presented to the living of the parish of Kil-

tarlity. Some of the parishioners shut up the

doors and windows of the church to prevent
him gaining admission. The presents preached
in the open air.
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AugusD 'A6.—The steamer Brilliant reached In-

verness on the night of the 22nd. A great mainy
persons flocked to the Canal Basin, where she
was expected to moor, but to their disappoint-

ment the vessel stopped at Kessock. "The Bril-

liant started from Newhaven at 6 o'clock Tues-
day morning, reached Peterhcadi at 8 in

the evening, and' starting again at 6 o'clock

on Wednesday, reached Inverness about 8. The
time in which the voyage was performed (in-

cluding calls) was exactly 29 hours." Previous
to this the Brilliant sailed from the West Coast
round the Pentland Firth to Aberdeen and
Leith. "This is said to be the first vessel that

ever got through the Pentland Firth and round
Duncansbay Head, against the full force of a

stream tide and strong contrary wind."
August 30.—The new Parish Church of Rose-

markie was opened on the 12tli inst.—A show
of sheep, for premiums given by the Highland
Society, was held at Golspie on the 23rd.

September 6.—Prominence is given to the report

of a concert, which opens with the remark that

"the visits of goodi musicians tb this country are

like those of angels, few and far between." The
vocalists were Mr Welsh, Mr Horn, and Miss
Wilson, whose names may possibly be recalled

by those familiar with the singing of the time.

Miss Wilson was the favourite.

Ibid.
—"Died, on the 23rdl ult., James, youngest

son of James Grant, Esq. of Bught, a youth in

his 18th year, who lost his life while bathing in

the river Lea, near Hertford' College. The un-
timely fate of this amiable young man has occa-

sioned universal sorrow among those who knew
him.''

September 13.—Died, at Drumduan, Forres, on
the 7th inst., James Miller, late mathematical
instrument) maker at 12 Blewitt's B'uilddng,

Fetter Lane, London. He was a native of

Forres, and by trade a. blacksmith. Having
gone to London, he boardted in the house of a

sextant-maker, and soon became a skilful

worker, ultimately acquiring distinction by
efEecting improvements in mathematical instru-

ments. He had the honour to receive several

gold and silver med^s from the London Society

of Artis.

September 20.—Public rooms were opened at

Kingussie on the 14th, and pony and foot races

were held. The Marquis of Tweeddale was
judge of the races. A party dined at Pitmain
Inn, the i«i.arquis of Huntly presiding. A ball,

held in the new rooms in the evening, was at-

temded by 100 ladies and gentlemen. The Mar-
chioness of Huntly was present.
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Ibid.—Soaking rains and sultry leat had' greatly-

damaged the crops in England, and prices rose

considerably in t^he corn markets. Harvest
work in the North, however, was caiTied on
under favourable conditions. The accounts
from England were exaggerated, and prices

afterward!s rather declined.

September 27.—The Northern Meeting was held

the previous week, an earHer date than in pre-

vious yeai's. The change was considered satis-

factory, and "the concourse of fashionable com-
pany was unusually great."

Ibid.—^A change was about to take place in the

mails all over the country, accelerating speed.

To the south of Aberdeen the ratle was to be
nine miles an hour ; from Aberdeen to Inver-

ness, eight miles an hour ; aaid from Inverness

to Thurso, seven miles an hour. The times for

despatch ajidl arrival were also changed. The
effect was to save nearly a day between Wick
and Edinburgh, and a full day between Edin-

burgh and London.
October 4.—The revenue of the Inverness Com-
mon Grood, derived from Petty Customs, tolls

at the two bridges, anchorage and' shore dues,

&c., amounted this year tb £993 15s, being an
increase of £70 on the previous year.

Ibid.—^At a coimt|y meeting, Mr Fraser-Tytler

called attention to the question of a new gaol

and Court-house for Inverness. The subject

had been before the meeting on a previous occa-

sion, and a remit to t!he Convener was con-

tinued, with instructions to correspond with
otiher counties. At the same meeting attention

was directed to the expeaise of keeping up the

military roads in the county, and suggestions

were made for redlucing the expense.

October' 11.—Two columns giving an account of

an adventure on the Alps are contiibuted to this

issue, under the initials J.A. (probably John
Anderson). Other issues about this time con-

tain cleverly written papers on the situation

and appearance of the town of Inverness. The
writer mentions tihe floats of timber which were
conducted down the river by a single raftsman,

guided by a long pole.

Qctober 18.
—"We are desired by the ministers of

Kingussie and Laggan to state that the young
laird' of Cluny has handsomely bestowed on the

poor of these parishes the purse of 11 guineas

which he won at the pony race run at Kingussie

on the 14th ult., excepting 2 guineas given to

the boy who rode the pony."
October 25.—Mr Mackenzie of Newhall presents"

the Rev. Donald Sage, minister of the Gaelic

Chapel of Ease, in Aberdteen, to the church and
26
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umted parishes of Kirkmichael and Culioudden,
vacanti by the death of the Rev. Robert Arthur.—^The death is recordted in the same issue of

Colonel Colin Mackenzie, C.B., of the Madras
Engineers, Surveyor-General of India. Colonel
Mackenzie had rendered eminent services to the

Company and to science in general, by active

and indefatigable researches into the history

and antiquities of India. He was a native of

the Lews, and was very liberal to private and
public charities in the island. Colonel Macken-
zie was 68 years of age, andl spent 40 years

in the service of the Company.
November 1.—^A con-espondence at this time was

going on about cattle markets and a resolution

adopted by drovers not to go beyond Conon-
Bridge. The drovers complained that further

north they were subjected to many inconveni-

ences, and that cattle purchased by them were
seized for trespass if they went ever so little

off the highway. The then owner of Ardlross

seems to have been peculiarly vigilant in seizing

cattle straying from the old drove road from
Kincardine to Strathrusdale. The drovers like-

wise complained of the site of the market held

at Kyle.

November 22.
—"The new Chapel of the United

Associate Congregation in this place was opened
on Sunday last, by the Rev. Mr Stark, of

Forres, who preached three discourses in the
course of the day to very crowded congrega-
tions ; when a collection amounting to £15 15s

was made to be applied in aid of the expense
of building the Chapel."

November 29.
—"On Saturday night, or rather

earlv on Sunday morning, Mr Fraser, super-

visor of Excise, accompanied by Mr Mackay,
Collector's clerk, discovered lat the Abban, be-

hind Huntly Place, five men and three women,
conveying several small casks of smuggled
whisky into the town for sale. On the officers

attemptin? to make * seizure, a scuffle ensued
between them and the smugglers, when the
latter got off with all their booty, except one
small cask, which was secured by the officers

Both parties were a good deal hurt in the affray,

and one of the smugglers is so ill that he has
been sent to the Infirmary."

December 6.—There is a re-"ort of a curious Excise
case tried at a Justice of Peace Court at In-

verness. The master of a smack called the
Janet, had on her voyage from Leith picked up
a considerable quantity of gin, which had been
landled amd concealed on the premises of the
ehoremaster. On the Excise officers making
inquiry, the shoremaster denied all knowledge
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of the gin, but after a search, 18 kegs were
discovered! under ground in his garden, with cab-

bage planted over them, and Several pints were
found in a jar in his kitchen. The Excise sued
for heavy penalties. The dtefence was that the
complaint was wrongly laid ; that the gin had
been found on the high seas and came under the

denomination of flotsam ; that under the statute

the finder was obliged within 24 hours after

landing the kegs to give notice' to 'the Excise;

that in this case the Excise had not waited' for

24 hours, but had seized the gin before the ex-

piry of that period ; and hence that no penalty

was due. The Court adtnitted the soundness of

tlhis plea, and exonerated the dtefenders. Notice

was then given that an action of damages would
be raised against the officers for having detaineil

the smack from the 6th of October till the be-

ginning of December.
December 27.—The retirement of Mr Charles

Grant from the office of Chief Secretary for Ire-

land is announced. There had been differences

on the question of the Catholic claims. Mr
Grant was succeeded as Chief Secretary by Mr
Henry Goulburn.
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No. XVII.

Readers who have been following the pro-

gress of affairs will be interested in seeing the
aspect which the question of legal and illegal

distillation had assumed in 1822. The Act
authorising the estabUshment of small stills

had failed in effect on account of the restrictive

character of the Excise regulations, and
smuggling was in as full activity as ever. An
explanation is likewise furnished of the causes

which enabled smugglers in those days to pro-

duce better whisky than the legalised dis-

tilleries.

In the second half of the year 1822, the
Western Highlands and Islands found them-
selves confronted with a serious economic
crisis. The kelp industry had been a source
of employment to the people, and of profit to
the island and seaboard proprietors. Sud-
denly, in 1822, by the virtual abolition of the
salt duties and the reduction of the tax on
Spanish barilla, the value of the industry re-

ceived a fatal shock. This chapter in High-
land history is briefly related by Mr Spencer
Walpole. He points out that in the first

part of the nineteenth century the population
in the West Highlands rapidly multiplied.
"Their multiplication was stimulated by a
peculiar cause. The sea washed on their
foreshores at every tide large quantities of

sea-weed ; and the weed or kelp, when burned,
produced an ash which contained a strong
alkali, and formed a chief ingredient in the
manufacture of soap and other commodities.
The proprietors of the Western Hebrides de-
rived a la,rge annual revenue from licensing
their tenantry as kelp-burners, and the boast
of one of them is still recollected that his
shores were lined with a silver fringe. Until
after the accession of George IV., the in-
cineration of kelp formed the chief industry of
these islands. The price of alkali averaged
£10, and occasionally exceeded £20 a ton.
After ths war, however, the kelp burners were
"Subjected to comE|etition. The barilla, a
plant of foreign growth, yields on incineration
a larger percentage of alkali than kelp.
Alkali therefore could be produced more
economically from the one than from the
other. Protective duties alone maintained
the industry of the kelp-burners. In 1787
Parliament imposed a duty of £5 5s a ton on
barilla ; Vansittart in 1819 raised the duty on
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alkali to £11 a ton. In 1822, forced to make
concessions, he reduced the duty on barilla

from £11 to £8. In 1823, Robinson further
reduced it to £5. In 1830 Goulbum lowered
it to £2 ; while in 1844, Peel fixed the duty
on alkali at 30s, the duty on barilla at only
5s a ton. In 1845 the duty was repealed."
Our notes show what consternation was
created by the alterations of 1822. The
effect was expected to be the more severe, as
the Highlands and Islands were at the time
suffering from the failure of crops and fish-

ing.

The Caledonian Canal was opened from sea
to sea in October 1822. It had proved a long
and costly undertaking. The original esti-

mate of the engineer, Mr Telford, was
£350,000, but labour and values rose during
the protracted European war, and many parts
of the work proved more difficult than was
anticipated. The Canal was seventeen years
in process of construction, and cost up to the
time of opening over £900,000. Even then
it was but partially completed. It was not
until 1843 that the work was finished as it

stands to-day, and the disbursements had
then reached the sum of £1,300,000.

From the "Inverness Courier."

1822.

January 3.—^What is described as "a numerous
and highly respectable assemblage of Catholic
noblemen and gentlemen'' presentedi the Right
Hon. Charles (Jrant with an address on the
occasion of his retiring from the office of Chief
Secretary of Ireland. The address expresses un-
feigned respect and regard for Mr Grant, and
adSs—"Your able assertion of our rights in

Parliament was the first demand upon our grati-

tude, and we have had repeated proofs, in your
official conduct, of tShe consistency of that princi-

ple which awakened in our vindication your
eloquence and your zeal."

January 31.—The publication of James Suter's

Memorabilia of Inverness began on this diate,

and was continued in subsequent issues.

February 7.
—"On Wednesday the 30th ult., the

Rev. James 5Iein was ordained pastor of the

United Associate Congregation of Nairn. The
Rev. Andrew Kennedy, of Keith, preached and
presided, and the Rev. Thomas Stark, of Forres,

delivered the usual addresses and conducted the

solemn services. The Rev. James Grant, mini-

ster of the parish, with a kind. Christian, and
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truly liberal spirit, gave the use of his church
on account of its more ample accommodation.
The church was crowded to excess, many could
not gain admittance, and during the whole of

the services the very large assembly exhibited

the most becoming attention. Afterwards the
Presbytery, with the Rev. Messrs Grant and
Barclay, tiie resident Magistrates of the burgh,
the Dean of Guild, the Sheriff-Substitute, and
about twenty other gentlemenj of the town and
county, dined together in Richardson's Inn; a

circumstance which affords a very pleasing proof

of the prevalence of liberal and kindly feeling

in Nairn and its neighboiu'hood. In the even-
ing a sermon was preached' before the Presby-
tery by Mr George Kennedy, student in

Divinity, as part of his trials for licence, and
after various examinations he was licensed to

preach the Gospel."
Ibid.—The condition of Ireland was going from
bad to worse. Numerous crimes of violence are
reported!. At the same time the landed interest

in England and Scotland was suffering severely

from the pressure of the times. A quotation
in this issue from an agricultural journal is in

an exceptionally gloomy tone.

February 14.—The Highland Society of Scotland,

among other premiums, offers a piece of plate,

value fifty guineas, "for the best and approved
essay on the construction of railroads for the
conveyance of ordinary commodities." The
essay was to be accompanied by models or draw-
ings to illustrate its statements.

March 21.—"A conspiracy was formed by the
prisoners in the common room in the Dingwall
Jail last week, to overpower the keepers of
the jail, seize the keys, and set themselves at

liberty. By the spirited resistance of the
jailers, however, thev failed, and a guard of

the Militia staff is now placed over them."
March 28.—The Rev. Alexander Clark was on

this day week ordainedl and admitted to the
third charge in f!he parish of Inverness. The
Rev. A. Campbell, of Dores, preached and pre-

sided on the occasion.

April 4.—There is an account of the famous duel
near Balmuto, in Fife, between Sir Alexandter
Boswell of Auchinleck and Mr Stewart of Dun-
eam. Sir Alexander was severely woundJed,
and died the following day.

Tbid.^This issue contains an exceedingly inter-

esting report by a Committee of the Highland
Society on the subject of dastiUation in the
Highlands. It seems that the Act of 1816
legaUsing the establishment of small stills had,
to begin with, a wonderful effect. The first year
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of the operation of the Act legal distillers in-

creased in the Highlands from 12 to 30 ; the
number of additional gallons distilled was
99,721, and the aid'ditionS duty paid' £18,195.
The second year a stdU further increase took
place, but subsequent to that there was a
gradual decrease m the number of distillers

and a diminution of revenue. The statwtory
regulations were found too vexatious. By
Act 1., George IV., some of these regulations
were modified, and a. slight revival followed,
though not equal to the first movement. Smug-
gling had not been put down. A numerous class

of the communaty, "chiefly of the lower order
of tenantiy and crofters," had leagued with a
number of desperate characters to violate the
laiw. The Committee, who had circulated! a
schedule of queries on the whole subject, say
that "nothing can possibly exceed the distressing
description which is given in the different re-

ports, of the falsehood, intemperance, and
brutal ferocity which characterise those who
are engaged in this illicit trade." The Commit-
tee admit as a point of importance that
smuggled! whisky was then of better quality

than the whisky legally distilled. This dis-

parity was due to the Excise regulations. The
legal distiller was obliged to make his wash of

a specific strength and to pay duty on a specific

quantity of spirits, whether he was able to

extract the required amount or not. Owing to

the inferiority of the grain grown in the High-
lands, "the 100 gallons of wash do not produce
the quantity of spirits on which the law cal-

culates and charges duty. In point of fact,

the legal distiller is compelled to produce one-

fourth or one-fifth more than the smuggler

—

the consequence of which is that he is under

the necessity of using a stronger wash than he

would do if left to his own discretion." The
Committee call for the abolition of these andi

other regulations. They entertained little

doubt that by the simple expedient of enabling

the legal distiller to compete on nearly equal

terms with the illicit trader, and by encouraging

the use of home-grown barley, smuggling would

soon languish and decay.

April 25.
—"The obsequies of the late Colonel

Grant of Moy, which were recently celebrated

in Glen-Urquhart, macv be noticed as another

lingering instance of a genuine Highland funeral.

Besides the gentlemen who attended from all

parts of (flie country, it is calculated that about

4000 Highlanders were assembled, chiefly from

Kintail, Strathglass, Gleranoriston, and Glen-

Urquhart. Vua quantity of whisky expended
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on this occasion is variously estimated. As
most of our readers are tolerable judges of

Highland capacities when excited by zeal, it is

data sufficient to mention that tte whole of this

funeral train were, according to their own ideas,

comfortable. The gentlemen who rode off the

scene of action late in the evening give a very
ludicrous account of the appearance of the field.

The first return of killed, wounded' and miss-

ing was truly alarming. We are glad to learn

from subsequent accounts that only one indi-

vidual, a native of Abriachan., was immolated
to the manes of the Colonel. The wounded have
recovered and the missing ha/ve been found.

One of those last, having slumbered out the
nigtt of the funeral, and the whole of the suc-

ceeding day and night, awoke at a late hour on
the third day, and found himself cradled' under
the falls of Divach, in a situation to which no
sober person would have clambered, much less

have chosen for a place of repose."

Ibid.
—"On Tuesday last the Synod of Ross, at

their meeting in Tain, unanimously resolved to

petition both Houses of Parliament against any
further relief being granted to the Roman
Catholics. Tlie Synod of Glasgow petition has
been already presented, and many similar peti-

tions are in agitation."

Mav 9.—The annual meeting of the Society for

Educating the Poor in the Highlands was held
on the 1st inst. The report bore that thirty-

five schools had been estaoushed in various re-

mote districts in the Highlands, and it wa.s

estimated that daily instructiou was imparted
to 1746 poor children. Among the donations
to t!he Society was one of £50 from the free-

holders of the county of Inverness.

Mav 16 —Donations to the amount of £107 were
reported to the Invemess-shirp Auxiliarv of thf

Bible Society. 'Hie Society during the year re-

mitted £180 to the British and Foreign Bible
Society, and distributed 395 Bibles and Test^a-

ments.

Mav 30.—General indignation was expressed in

the town at the cutting down of the fine, old
trees—"the only trees in Tnv^ropss, indeed"

—

which had for a century formed the appropriate
ornament of the Ohurch-yard. The reason for
this destruction no one professed to know.

Jjfav 30.—There is a report of the proceedings of

the General Assemblv in the KOtarlitv case. A
Protestant Oommissioner. actins for Mr T. A.
Fraser of Lovat, a Catholic, had issued a pre-
sentation in favour of the Rev. Colin Fraser.

The Presbytery of Inverness appointed the pre-
sentee in preach in the church, and genera llv
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acted at first on the assumption that the pre-

sentation was valid. Some of the parishioners,

however, applied and got an interdict from the
Lord Ordinary on the ground that tlie patron
was a Roman Catholic and had no right to issue

a presentation either by himself or through »
Commissioner. This staggered the Presbytery,
and the majority wished to idelay procedure till

the civil question was settled. The interdict

was afterwards recalled oni the ground "that the
complainers had no civil right or title to in-

terfere." Still the Presbytery hesitated, but
as they had begun by accepting the presenta-
tion, the Assembly now instructed them to pro-

ceed with the settlement. Though Mr Fraser
was ultimately ordained, the case in one form
or other was before the Church for two years
after this date.

June 6.—The season is said to be the warmest for

a long series of years.

June 13.—The Northern Missionary Society held

its twenty-second anniversary on the 12th. Col-

lections and subscriptions amounted to £106.
June 27.—At the Wool Market a great deal of

business was done, but not much to the satis-

faction of sheep-farmers. Prices were stated as

follows :—Cheviot wool per stone of 24 lbs.

English, 12a 6d'; one or two lots only sold at

14s 6d. Blackfa<?ed sheep wool per double
stone, 12s 6d and 13s. Cheviot wedders, 12s 6d
and 13s. Cheviot ewes, 8s. Blackfaced ewes,
6s. Blackfaced wedders, lis 6d to 13s 6d.

Cheviot and blackfaced lambs, 4s 6d.

July 11.—"A number of paxties from this town
and neighbourhood, with much laudable curi-

osity, have taken advantage of the opportunity
afforded them by the proprietors of the Comet
steamboat, and have proceeded to visit the

celebrated islands of Staffa. and loolmkill.

Many gigs and horses, hired and borrowed,
besides the Lochness steamboat, conveyed away
all those who had little to detain them ; and
their return is eagerly looked for, to repeat

the oft-told tale of the wonders of these west-

ern lands."

July 18.—^A paragraph gives an account of the

trip from Fort-William to Staffa and lona.

The steamer left Fort-WilUam on a Tuesday
and returned on Thursday. The passengers

numbered upwards of fifty.

Tbid.—Died, in India, on the 31st January, in

the 37th year of his ago, Captain Beauchamp
Mackintosh, of the Madras Artillery, second

son of the late Colonel William Mackintosh of

Millbank. He was an active and intelligent

officer^ and much respected.

27
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July 25.—A meeting was held in Inverness oa
the 19th inst. to raise a fund for the rehef of

the distressed poor in Ireland. There was at
this time great suffering in Ireland, and relief

funds were raised throughout England and
Scotland. CoDections were made in th»
churches.

August 1.—Notice is taken of the progress made
by the town of Wick. In 1809 there were not
above three houses in Pulteneytown, and in

1822 there were upwards of 400, inhabited by
a thriving population. Port Dunbar, below
the old town of Wick, had also beem formed,
with an excellent harbour.

August 15.—The visit of King George IV. to

Scotland was exciting widespread interest.

Loyal addi'esses were voted by the counties

and chief towns. It is stated in this issue

that "aj tail of sixty-five Highlanders have gone
from Sutherlandshire to attend on Lord
Gower, who will appear in his Majesty's Court
in Edinburgh as representing the Earl of

Sutherland." Other chiefs and clans sent de-

tachments.
August 22.—An account is given of the arrival

and reception of the King .in Edinburgh, and
of a levee and Court held at Holyrood Palace.

—The same number records the death of the
Marquis of Londonderry, better known in his-

tory as Lord Castlereagh. His mind had be-

come unhinged, and he died by his own hand.

September 2.—The anniversary of the Northern
Missionary Society was held at Tain on the

29th ult. Collections and contributions

amounted to £92 18s 2d.

September 19.—A letter draws attention to a bill

which was passed at the close of the session,

reducing the duty on barilla to less than one-

half of what it had been for many years. The
writer pointed out what a disastrous effect this

would have on the manufacture of kelp in the
western islands, and the misery which the

people would suffer. "A thriving population

must be destroyed to gratify a few individuals,

amd when no remedy will be effectual, Govern-
ment will feel the consequences that have been
stated." The counties interested were urged
to petition against the reduction of the duty,
which was not to take effect until the follow-

ing January.
October 3.—^A full report appears of the proceed-

ings at the Michaelmas Head Court, when the
reduction of the duty on barilla was discussed.

Mr Charles Grant, M.P., was present, and
explained the proceedings of the Government
and the House in detail. The value of kelp



1822] File of Inverness Courier. 2il

was in tlie tirst instance affected by the reduc-

tion of the duties on salt ; and then suddenly a
bill was introduced to reduce the duty on
barilla, just because the salt duties had been
diinimsiied, and this had laid the basis for the

further claim. Mr Grant said he and other

acottish members had strongly represented to
the Uovernment and the House of Oommons
what consequences would follow from the above
measures to the people of the Highlands and
Islands. The alteration of the Kalt Duties,

however, wais in itself a most beneficial

measure, and in carrying this into effect

neither Government nor Parliament could be
induced to consider local interests. The meet-

ing adopted the following resolution:
—"That

a Gommittee be appointed to consider the Act
for reducing the duty on barilla and for draw-
ing up a petition to Parliament for its repeal

or modification, as it is directly calculated to

throw idle a large body of the population of

the Highlands and Islands of bcotland, who
must become a burden on the country or starve,

unless the duty on bariUa is reduced."

October 10.—The Northern Meeting was held

the previous week. The attendance waa
thinner than usual, but the proceedings

were carried' out with the customary success.

Following the Meeting is an account of High-
land games held under the presidency of Glen-
garry at Dunaincroy. These games dO' not
seem to have formed part of the programme
of the Meeting, but the management appar-

ently assisted them with funds. The report is

couched in an entertaining style, making fun
of Glengarry and of the sports. Glengarry, it

is said, presided in all his glory, and had the

field almost wholly to himself, "the other
judges probably conceiving themselves ill

qualified to decide in matters which lay alto-

gether between the chief and the gentlemen of

his tail." The sports included a foot race of

eight miles, and the report has it that four of

tho runners, who came in first, arrived at the
goal in the costume of Adam. Time,
50 minutes. Another item was to lift

a boulder 18 stone weight, and throw
it over a bar five feet from the ground. The
feat waa accomplished by "a mere stone

mason," after having foiled all the other
"pretty men." The most remarkable feature,

however, was the tearing of three cows limb
from limb after they had been felled and
stunned by the blow of a sledge-hammer. The
dissection of the poor cows was far from easy.

"Even the most expert of the operators took
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from four to five hours in rugging and riving,

tooth and nail, before they brought off the
limbs of one cow. Tliis achievement was paid
at the rate of five guineas per joint, so that
we hope this rise in the value of black cattle

will make the GlcngaiTy men some small
amends for the fall of ewes and wedders at

Falkirk Tryst, lately noticed by their chief."

The report is written in this sarcastic vein.

It is evident that no love was lost between the
Editor and Glengarry.

October 24.—The opening of the Caledonian
Canal from sea to sea is recorded in this issue.

"At ten o'clock yesterday morning the Locli-

ness steam yaoht, accompanied by two smacks,
departed from the Locks of Muirtown on the

first voyage through the Canal, amidst the

loud and enthusiastic cheering of a great con-

course of people and the firing of cannon. The
morning was peculiarly favourable, although
rather calm. Thei'e was scarcely a breath of

wind to disperse the smoke, which ascended un-
broken after the firing of the guns. The banks
of the Canal were crowded with spectators, a

great number of whom accompanied the party
from the Irfuirtown Locks to the Bridge of

Bught. The band of the Inverness-shire

JVIiiitia went on board at Dochgarroch Lock,

and immediately played the national air of

'God save the King.'" Among the gentlemen on
board the steamboat were the Right Hon.
Charles Grant, M.P. ; the Hon. William
Fraser, Mr Grant of Wateirnish, Mr Fraser of

Lovat, Mr Fraser of Inchcoulter, Mr Mac-
kenzie of Kilcoy, Mr Mackenzie, yr. of Gair-

loch ; Provost Robertson of Aultnaskiach ; Mr
Fraeer of Fingask, Mr Fraser of Culduthel,

Mr luglis of Kingsmills, Mr Fraser of Tor-

breck. Bailies Simpson, Cumming, and Smith

;

Mr Edwards, solicitor ; Mr Johnstone ; Mr
Cameron, yr. of Letterfinlay ; Captain Edward
Fraser, Mr Davidson and Mr Hughes, of the

Canal. On the way they were joined by
Redcastle, Foyers, Balnain, Glenmoriston,

Glengarry, and many other proprietors. In

passing Dochfour the steamer fired a salute,

which was answered by a round of fire-arms

aod loud cheering.

Ibid.
—

"Died, at Glenalbert, on the estate of

Dalguise, Perthshire, on S-unday, the 22nd
ult. , in her 100th year, Mrs Margaret Low,
widow of the late James Steuart, Esq. of

Tulloch, near Blair. Her husband was a cap-

tadn in one of the Athole regiments, under Lord
George Murray, and carried the Royal Stand-

ard of Prince Charles Edward at the battle of
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Culloden in 1746. Of tliat unfortunate Prince,
Mi's St«uart had u, perfect recollection, and
till within a few days of her death spoke with
the fondness of long-cherished reminiscence,
and with the accuracy of a mind and memory
perfectly entire, of his dress, manner, and ap-
pearance. It was at Dunkeld, on his way to
Edinburgh, in September 1745, that she had
seen the Prince, and presented a pair of

brogues to his Royal Highness, of which, to
her^ momentous occurrence she had a complete
remembi'ance. After the forfeiture of Mr
Steuart's estate, he retired to the village of

Glenalbert, and died there in 1807, at the ad-
vanced age of 96. His widow continued to
occupy the same humble cottage, and to live

in respected retirement on the small part of
their fortune, which had been saved, until the
day of her death."

November 7.—A remittance of £300 was received
from Mr John Stewart, Bombay, to account of

subscriptions in support of the Society for edu-
cating the poor in the Highlands. Mr Charles
Grant, M.P., gave £50 for the same object.

Ibid.—"Agricultural reports for many of the
Scottish counties have appeared for October.
They all represent the state of agricultural

affau's in as deplorable a light as possible."

Ibid.—^A biographical sketch appears of Mr
Thomas Mackenzie of Applecross, M.P. for

the county of Ross, who had died recently in

London. Mr Mackenzie was an accomplished
man, possessing talents and endowments of a
high order, but suffered from a delicate consti-

tution. "In the course of the few years he had
been in Parliament, he had acquired a station

and influence among the representatives of

Scotland, which few at any period since the

Union had ever possessed." Mr Mackenzie
died unmarried, and was succeeded by a sister.

The date of his death is given incorrectly in

the late Mr Mackenzie's History of the dan

—

one of the few errors in that carefully-com-

piled volume. The year is given there as

1827, whereas, as we see, it was 1822.

Ibid.—The same number contains a biographical

sketch of the Rev. Dr Thomas Ross, parish

minister of Kilmonivaig, who died on 15th

October. He was a native of Fearn, in Ross-

shire, licensed by the Presbytery of Tain in

1775, and ordained to Kilmonivaig in 1776.

Marischal College, Aberdeen, conferredi on him
the degree of D,D. im 1818. Dr Ross was mar-
ried to a daughter of Fassifeani, a niece of

Lochiel of the '45, and had a large family of

sons and daughters. One of his daughters be-

came the wife of Patrick Robertson, Lord of
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Session. Dr Ross went to Lochabei- at a time
when the people, though bold and brave, were
uncultivated and little disposed to religion. As
A native of Ross-shire, he was at first regarded
as an intruder. "Soon, however, was every
prejudice remove'd, and the warmest affection

and sincerest respect called forth by the manly
and judicious conduct of the young minister.

Though not tall nor particularly athletic, Mr
Ross possessed personal strength and agility

which made him absolutely invincible. Long
has it been the familiar boast in Lochaber that
no man ever saw him laid on his back. One
of his first acts of pastoral duty was to trip

up the heels of a. buUy who knew no stand-

ard of merit but stability of Hmbs and strength

of arm. Having obtiiined the respect and con-

fidence of his people, he became eminently suc-

cessful in impressing their minds and influenc-

ing their conduct by the great principles of

Christian equity and benevolence." The
writer goes on to say that never did clergyman
unite so much zeal for religion with such un-
bounded charity towards those who differed

from him. Envy and resentment were utter

strangers to his spirit. Some striking peculi-

arities, however marked his character. "He
was what in the Highlands is significantly

called clannish. Not only was every Ross pre-

sumed to be meritorious till he was proved
worthless, but his worthlessness was of a better

order than the umalleviated' demerit of less

virtuous names. The family, the history, the

residence of the chief were hallowed beyond
anything in Greek or Roman story. The
Camerons ranked next. The Macdonalds, the

illustrious Lords of the Isles, had been in early

history allied with the Earls of Ross, and
therefore received' the partial favour of Dr
Ross, of Kilmonivaig. The Mackenzies were
worse than heathens, for they robbed or de-

frauded the name of Ross of almost all its

territory. Yet some of the most valued friends

of the Doctor had the misfortune to bear the
obnoxious name. He hated only the Clan."

The date of Dr Ross's birth is not given, but
it is stated that he lived the full measure of

fourscore in entire vigour of mind and body.
November 18.—An extract is published from a

report by the Rev. D. Eraser, of KirkhiU, one
of the secretaries of the Society for the Edu-
cation of the Poor. The Society was doing
excellent work. One clergyman mentioned that
in a certain district of liis parish, out of a
population of 500, only 8 persons could read
anything some years ago, and that now 240
could read the Gaelic with ease, while there
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was no family without a Bible. "If auy-
thing," adds the report, "could be said to be
painful, it was the manifest proof before one's

eyes of the existence of extreme poverty and
wretchedness. The immediate sources of it

were the failure of the crop last year, and of

the herring fishing tliis season ; but it was
supposed to have a more permanent source in

the excess of tlie population over the means
of subsistence." Since the finishing of the

roads in the Highlands, there was no stated

labour, and the fishing was exceedingly pre-

carious. In one district , before tlie potato
crop ripened, hundiieds of people had to sup-

port themselves on shell-flsh, collected from
the rocky shore. Another district was scourged
by fever, brought on by poverty and want of

food. "It was mentioned by several intelli-

gent persons of the country that they believed
that the state of some districts in Skye and
the neighbouring coasts was just as wretched
as Ireland was represented to be during the
late scarcity, although the people bore it quietly
and made shift to exist. The effect of this

poverty was manifest in the pallid looks and
tattered garments of the poor children in the

schools.

"

Ibid.—The Magistrates and Council of Inverness
were sei-ved on the 9th inst. with copies of a
summons of reduction and declarator, at the

inistance of Jonathan Watson, weaver ; John
Maclean, carpenter ; and James Cameron,
coppersmith, concluding for the reduction and
annulment of the last election of Magistrates

and councillors made under the authority of a
Privy Council Warrant. The summons bore

that no new legal or valid election could take

place except by a poll of the whole burgesses

of it disfranchised burgh ; and that therefore

the wairant of the Priys' Council was illegal,

and absolutely null and void.

December 12.—Lord Cawdor presented the Eev.

Mr Campbell, the minister of Dores. to the

Church find Parish of Croy, vacant by the death

of the Rev. Mr Calder.

December 26.—On the 20th inst., Sir James W.
Mackenzie of Scatwell was unanimously
elected member of Parliament for the countv

of Ross. The election took place at Tain. Sir

Hector Mackenzie of Gairloch was in +'h? chair.

and the nominators were Mr Mackenzie of

Kilcov and Mr Macleod of Geanies, A -party

of a hundred afterwards dined in tbe Mason
Hall.
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No. XVIII.

The disputed settlement at Kiltarlity con-

tinued to excite interest in 1823, and another
case occurred in the parish of Croy, which led

to several arrests and punishment. In the

first half of the year there was a heavy snow-
storm, which affected the Highland Road less

than other parts of the country. The re-

storation of the burgh franchise to Inverness

excited discussion, and there was an amend-
ment of the law affecting distilleries, made in

the hope of putting an end to smuggling.
The extent to which iUioit traffic was carried

on is shown by the fact that at a Justice of

Peace Court in Inverness nearly four hundred
persons were fined either for making spirits

or selling them without a licence.

The death of Charles Grant, on the 31st of

October 1823, brought to a close a remarkable
caieer. Mr Blackay in his History of

TJrquhart traces his lineage, and there is a
pretty full account of his life in the Dictionary
of National Biography. Mr Grant was de-

scended from a younger branch of the Grants
of Shewglie. His mother was a daughter of

Donald Macbean, tenant of Aldourie, where
the boy was born. His father, Alexander
Grant, was out in the '45 and was known as

the Swordsmaji. He was wounded at OuDoideu on
the very day of his son's birth. After a success-

ful career in India, Mr Grant returned to this

country, where he acquired fresh reputation
as a Director and as Chairman of the East
India Company. He represented the county
of Inverness in Parliament from 1802 to 1818,
and did much to promote Highland interests.

Mr Grant was married to Jane, daughter of

Thomas Fraser, younger son of the family of

Balnain, and left two sons, who acquired dis-

tinction, namely, CTiarles, Lord Glenelg, who
was member for the county of Inverness for

many years, and Sir Robert Grant, who re-

presented the Inverness Burghs for a time,
and was in his later years Governor of Bom-
bay.*

From the "Inverness Courier.'

1823.

January 9.—On the application of Sir James Dun-
bar of Boath, his Majesty's cruiser, the Cher-
okee, was sent to the tivemess Roads to receive

on board Mr Adam, the Rector of the Academy,

* Note B.—The Anglo-Indian Grants,
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in order to ascertain the practicability of cer-

tain observations at sea. The arrival of the
vessel excited great interest. The Cherokee
entered the Caledonian Canal, and lay in the
basin at Muirtown, "being the first of his Ma-
jesty's ships which has passed through the
locks of that great national work." Mr Adam
went on board and carried out his observa-
tions.

Ibid.—Died, at Ihinifries, on the 17th ult., aged
65, Mr William Haig. He had been fourteen
years teacher in the Inverness Academy, and
18 yeai's teacher in Dumfries, ifr Haig was
an accomplished man, versed in the Greek,
Latin, and French languages.

Januaa-y 16.—Three men were tried at the High
Court of Justiciary charged with having as-

saulted the porter of the Cidedonian Coach
Office at Inverness at the gate of a lodging-

house in Church Street, and with having robbed
him of a trunk containing bills and papers. Tlie

jury convicted two of the prisoners, but re-

commended them to mercy. The Judge sen-

tenced the prisoners to be executed at Inver-

ness, but promised to forward the jury's

recommendation to the proper quarter. The
sentence was afterwards commuted to trans-

portation.

January 23.—There was a very heavy sncw-

storm at this time, general over the kingdi -a.

It was noted as singular that the Highland
road from Perth to Inverness was open, while

the coast road was almost impassable. The
mails to the North of Inverness were carried

on horseback.

Ibid.—Died, at his residence, the Barracks, at

the head of Loeh-Raunoch, on the 17th ult.,

in the 82nd year of his age. Colonel Alexander
Robertson of Strowan, chief of Clan Donnachie.

In his youth he served in the Scots Brigade
in Holland, and frequently distinguished him-

self in fighting the battles of the States General.

On the restoration of the forfeited estates in

1784, he came to Scotland and took possession

of his inheritance. Soon afterwards he went
to America as IXajor in the Duke of Hamilton's

Regiment. "Tired of the bustle of the tented

field, Colonel Robertson returned to his native

hills to spend the remainder of his life in re-

tirement, and in exerting his influence and his

means in promoting the welfare of his clans-

men, by whom he was regarded as a father."

His remains were interred with imposing cere-

mony, the -coffin being carried to the grave by
12 men of the name of Robertson.

February 6.—^At an Inverness County meeting,
28
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communications were read from the proprie-

tors of Kelp estates on the Western Islands,

and on the coasts of Shetland, protesting

against the late reduction of the duty on foreign

barilla. The meeting drew up a petition to

Parliament on the subject. Mr Fraser of Oul-

bokie stated that the last county meeting had
come to the resolution of postponing for some
time the consideration of all proposals and
plans for erecting a new jail and court-house,

on account of the heavy local assessments and
the great agricultural distress prevailing.

Plans for the improvement of the existing

Court-house were submitted, and referred to a

Committee. The meeting had also under con-

sideration a bill for maintaining the Highland
roads and bridges by means of tolls instead of

county assessments. Resolutions were adopted
with reference to agricultural distress and the
laws relating to distilleries.

February 14.
—"Eight of the ten mails due us

from the South have arrived this morning."
The delay was caused by the great snow-
storm.

February 27.—There was strong opposition to

the settlement of the Rev. Alexander Oamn-
bell, of Dores, as parish minister of Croy. The
new minister and a party of friends were met
on Sunday bv a crowd of parishioners posted
behind the Chnrch-ynrd wall, and were driven
off. After "a short but sharp conflict." they
retired to the villa ae of Torna grain. "There
they not only rallied, but actuallv turned upon
the too rash advanced guard of the enemy, and
made prisoners of two women and three men."
These persons and others afterwards arrested

were examined before the Sheriff and committed
for trial.

March 6.—A decided improvement in agriciiltural

prices is recorded after a lone depression
March 13.—"We imderstand that Mrs Gibson has

resigned the superintendence of the Church
Street Boarding School for vounsr la<lies. and
that it is no lonfrer the intention of the Masris-

trat«s to make anv allowance from the town
funds to any one that ma,y succeed her in that

sitna.tion."

March 20.—The Ri(?ht Hon Charles Orant had
been appointed Vice-President of the Board of

Trade. He had accordingly to cnme to the con-

stitiiien''v for re-election.

y'arch 27.—The Presbyterv of Nairn met the

previous Thursday, when objections were
heard against the presentee to Crov The
debate lasted nearlv four hours. The Presby-

terv resolved to refer the case to the Synod of

Morav for advice,
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April 3.—Copiee were circulated of the biU
bi'ouglit into Parliament "for erecting toll-

gates and levymg tolls on certain roads and
bridges in the Highlands of Scotland." The
"Courier" explains why such a measure was
necessary. The roads could not possibly be
supported under the provisions of the existing
Act. In the county of Inverness the outlay
for 1822 amounted to £2,098; and the maxi-
lU'um assessment provided by the Act, with
the ParUamentary allowance, amounted to no
more than £901 8s 8d, leaving a deficiency of

£1196 lis 4d. In the county of Ross there
was a similar deficiency of £673 7s Id ; in
Sutherland of £38 8s lid ; in Caithness of

£119; and in Argyll of £52 16s 9d. "All
these additional sums fell to be equally divided
between the counties and the Commissioners,
and the circumstance has been the cause of

Just complaint from both parties."

ibid.—The same issue contains the report of a
debate m the House of Commons on a motion
by Lord Archibald Hamilton for production of

the Privy Council warrant under which the
elective franchise of the burgh of Inverness
had been restored. The motion was rejected

by a majority of 18, the numbers being 51 to

56. In his speech. Lord Archibald went over

the circumsta-nces which had led to the kus-

pension of the municipal constitution of In-

verness for several years. "At the end of last

year," he added, "it had pleased his Majesty,
with the advice of his Jlinisters, to appoint,

by his special warrant, particular persons to

elect councillors for this burgh. Under that

warrant the same persons had been returned

to office who had three years before toen
turned out by the sentence of the Court of

Law." He also mentioned that in the original

action to reduce the election of 1817, the peti-

tioning burgesses had been compelled to pay
the whole expenses, amounting to £1400, while

the Magistrates had defended the action at the

expense of the burgh. The Lord Advocate, in

opposing Lord Archibald's motion, said that

the warrant which he asked for was a warrant
granted not by her Majesty's Ministers, but

by the Privy Council of Great Britain, "author-

ising these Magistrates to exercise the right

previously exercised by those who had preceded

them—^that of choosing their own successors

in office" ; and he contended that in issuing the

warrant a wise and sound discretion had been
exercised. An editorial article on the ques-

tion recalls the original dispute, and concludes

as follows :
—"The sett of the burgh of Inver-
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ness confines the eligibility of Magistrates and
Councillors to trafficking merchants or malt-

men. As there are now no maltmen, of course

the eligibility is coiihnidi to traffickers. They
alone are qualified to sit at the Council Board
and deliberate on the common weal. The late

Magisti-ates ventured to extend the privilege

a little further, by electing three persons, who
had every qualification but that arising from
shop-keeping traffick. Immediately the hue
and cry was raised by the very persons wlio

are perijetually complaining of the marrow sel-

fishness of the burgh system. One might
imagine that the offence of the Magistrates had
been to confine the eligibility within narrower
bounds than the sett prescribed ; but it will

scarce be credited that the offence lay in ex-

tending the eligibility."

Ibid.—A paragraph announces that arrangements
had been marie for the re-erection and accommo-
dation of the public in the extensive premises
called Geddes's Buildings in High Street, by
throwing what was formerly occupied as an
AthenEeuin into a billiard room and news-
room. Offices were to be estabhshed in the
same building for coaches and steamboats. A
subsequent paragraph says that the manage-
ment was continued as before.

April 10.
—"A steamboat for the Caledonian

Canal navigation is now building upon the new
construction on the banks of the Canal near

Kinmylies. It is proposed to be about sixty

feet long, and will be finished in the course of

two months."
April 17.—The Right Hon. Charles Grant was

unanimously re-elected member of Parliament
for the county of Inverness. His election Wias

moved by Mr Grant of Eothiemnrchus, and
seconded by Mr Baillie of Dochfour. The pre-

siding officer. Sheriff Gilzeam, reported that

it had been impossible to make intimation of

the writ in foiu- parishes of the Long Island on
account of the high winds land tempestuous seas

which prevailed for eight days together. Affi-

iavits on the point were produced, and a

minute recorded. It seemed that the same thing

had occurred in 1782 at the time of the elec-

tion of General Fraser of Lovat. On that occa-

sion the matter was passed over in silence, but
it was now considered proper to say that all

that was possible to be done had been done, and
that therefore the provisions of the law had
been substantially complied with. The newly-
elected member was not present, but his father

entertained a party of seventy to dinner in the
Northern Meeting Rooms.
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Ibid.—Great regret is expressed at the death of
Di- M. T. Bethune, Inverness, sou of the late
minister of Dornoch, who had been cut off at
the beginning of a promising career as a medi-
cal practitioner. He is desci'ibed .as "one of
o\\r most distinguished citizens."

Ajiril 24.—It was announced that a reduction of
duties on Scottish whisky would take place on
11th October, but that in the meantime Scot-
tish distillers as well as Irish were to be al-

lowed to bond the spirits without previous
payment of the duty.

Ibid.—^At the Synod of Moray, held at Forres,
great interest was taken in the cases of opposed
settlement from the parishes of Kiltarlity and
Croy. The spokesmen for the Presbytery of
Inverness expressed "their perfect readiness to
settle the Rev. Colin Fraser in the parish of
Kiltarlity under protest that in doing so they
ipould be, nevertheless, at liberty to bring to a
close their process of declarator in the Civil
Court." This was acquiesced in by the Synod.
The case of Ci'oy led to long debate, but it was
ultimately carried unanimously that the settle-

ment of the Rev. Mr Campbell should take
place in July.

Ibid.—At the Circuit Court of Inverness several

persons were indicted for riotous and disorderly
conduct in obstructing the entrance of Mr
'Jampbell to the church of Croy. Counsel for

the defence challenged twenty of the jurymen
summoned for the trial, and the Grown Agent
challenged two. This reduced the number ot

jiirymen to thirteen, so that the Court had to

desert the diet. The prosecutor, however, in-

timated that he was determined to try the

cases, and would bring them before the High
Court of Justiciary in Kdinburgh.

May 8.
—"The Senatus Academicus of King's

College, Aberdeen, have conferred the degree of

D.D. on the Rev. Angus Miackintosh, minister

of Tain. The friends of Di- Mackintosh must
feel highly gratified by the unaaiimous and very

handsome manner in which this deserved dis-

tinction has been conferred upon him by the

University of which he was an alumnus.
'

Ibid.
—"Died, at Brahan Castle, on Thursday the

24th April, the Hon. Caroline Mackenzie, third

daughter of the late Lord Seaforth ; deeply

and universally lamented. Her untimely death

was occasioned by an accident in a low car-

riage, in company with her sister, which thus

terminated in the prime of life her unobtrusive,

though eminently useful and virtuous, career of

Christian piety and benevolence."

May 15.—^At the anniversary meeting of the In-
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verness Bible Society, it was intimated that
since the former anniveisiiry a sum of £180 had
been remitted to the parent Society, and about
four hundred Bibles and Testaments distributed

by the Depositary. In addition to the andual
subscriptions, contributions amounting to £106
were intimated from the Inverness Juvenile

tiociety and from district branches.
Ibid.—The settlement of the Bev. Colin Fraser
in the parish of Kiltarlity was carried out on
the 8th inst. without incident beyond the read-

ing of a notarial protest in terms of the agree-

ment arrived at by the Synod.
Ibid.—Died, at the Manse of T-iig, on the 1st of

May, after a short iUness, the Rev. Hugh
l\Iunro, minister of that parish, in the 76th
year of his age and 46th of his ministry. A
liigh tribute is paid to his character, which
mentions, among other vutues, that "he was
an utter stranger to the mahgnity of party
spirit.

"

May 22.—Decision was given by tlie Court of

iSession on the question raised by a majority
of the Presbj-tery of Inverness in connection
with the jiresentation to KiltarUty. The
Presbytery contended that the presentation
granted to Mr Colin Fraser by Ix)vat's Com-
missioner was null in respect of Lovat's own
religious faith ; and, secondly, that the riglit

of presenting had fallen to the Presbytery
through the delay of a presentation by a quaU-
fied patron. The defender maintained thiee

pleas : 1st, that the Presbytery stood com-
mitted by having actually sustained the pre-

sentation in question before it bethought it-

self of opposition uid resistance; 2nd, that
even if the presentation by Lovat's Commis-
sioner was invalid, the right to present by re-

solution would pass, not to the Presbytery
but to the Crown, in terms of the very statute

on which the Presbytery itself founded ; and
3rd, that at all events the said statute of Qneen
Anne, by which Cathohc patrons are restricted

in certain cases from exercising the rights of

presentation, did not apply to this case, Mr
Fraser of Lovat having neither "signed a pre-

sentation" nor refused any test "tendered to

him," wliich are the only cases or circumstances
to which the penal statute of Queen Anne re-

fers. The Court (one Judge differing) held
that the two preliminary defences were amply
sufficient for the defender's protection, and
therefore that it wa« nnnecessary to decide tl-e

remaining point. Accordingly their lordships

dismissed the action at the instance of the

Presbytery, and found the Presbytery liable in

expenses.
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May 29.
—"James Cumming, millwright, died here

last week at the advanced age of 101. His
wife, aged 90, is now living here. Cumming
was a native of Morayshire, being born at Mun-
dole, neai Altyre, and had the merit of first

executing many excellent meal and thrashing

mills in the Northern Counties upon the most
improved construction. He had a great

genius for mechanics, and there remain many
specimens of his curious workmanship."

[bid.
—"Died, at the Manse of Glershiel, on Sun-

day the 11th curt., having on that day com-
pleted his 75th year, the Rev. John Macrae,
46 years minister of that parish. A man
whose vigorous powers of mind, pure integrity,

and great warmth of heart, secured him the

love and esteem of all who knew him."—"At
Nairn, on the 22nd ult., John Qunn, Esq.,

Sheriff-Substitute of that county. He was a

sound andean upright judge, an honourable
man, a sincere friend, and an affectionate rela-

tive."

June 5.—'"At a Justice of Peace Court held

here [at Inverness] on Tuesday last for the

punishment of offenders against the Excise

Laws, nearly four hundred persons from the

diBtricts of the Aird, Strathglass, and
Urquhart, were convicted and fined in small

sums. Those detected in illicit distillation

were generally fined in twenty shillings each

;

and for selling spirits without a licence the

general fines were four guineas."

tbid.
—"Married, at Devonshire House, London,

on the 26th ult., Earl Gower, eldest son of

the Marquis of Stafford, to Lady Harriet

Howard, daughter of Lord Morpeth." The
event was celebrated with great rejoicings in

the county of Sutherland.

Ibid.—The 'Society for the Suppression of Beg-

ging held its annual meeting in the Town Hall.

Subscriptions and donations amounted to

£251, but the Society had incurred debt to the

amount of £24. Subscriptions in the Land-

ward part of the parish had fallen off. The

number of persons receiving aid was 114.

Ibid.—^At the General Assembly the petitiori of

the Rev. .lohn Eraser, minister of Kiltarlity,

was considered. The substance of his com-

nlaint was as follows:
—"The Presibytery of

Inverness delaved the settlement of the peti-

tioner till May 1823, although they were

directed to induct him with all convenient

speed. A great majority of the members of

Presbytery protested against the settlement,

amd not only caused their protest to be re-

corded, but also to be read in the Church of
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Kiltarlity during divine service and on the day
of his settlement ; and had caused it also to be
published in the public newspapers, which cir-

cumstance, the petitioner complained, had
materially influenced Hs usefulieBS and re-

spectability as a minister." The Presbytery
did not put in an appearance, and the majority
who were concerned in the proceedings were
enjoined to appear personally at the bar of

the next General Assembly.
June 12.—The Northern Missionary Society held

their twenty-third anniversary in the High
Church, Inverness. Collections and subscrip-

tions amounted to £88 9s.

Ibid.—On Thursday last the foundation-stone of

Anderson's Institution for the education of the
poor children of Forres, Ra£Ford, and Kinloss,

was laid in Forres with the usual ceremonies.

"This Institution is founded and will be sup-

ported from funds left by the lat€ Jonathan
Anderson, Esq., of Glasgow, a native of

Forres, who also mortified some feu grounds
in Glasgow, which yield about £100 sterling

per annum for the benefit of poor householders
in Inverness."

June 19.—The trial of four men and one woman
for rioting at Croy in connection with the pre-

sentation of the new minister to the pastorate
came off on the 9th inst. before the High
Court of Justiciary. The charge against one
of the men was found not proven ; all the
others were found guilty. A petition was laid

before the Court from Rev. Mr Campbell,
praying the Court to inflict as lenient a punish-
ment as possible, as the prisoners had been
betrayed into error, and the bad spirit was
rapidly subsiding in the parish. One of the
prisoners was sentenced to a month's imprison-

ment, and the others, including the woman,
to two months, in the jail of Invemess. A
second woman who had been indicted did not
appear.

Ibid.—On Tuesday, 17th inst., Thomas Alex-
ander Fraser of Lovat (grandfather of the pre-

sent Lord Lovat) attained his majority. The
occasion was celebrated with rejoicings thi ough-
out the Lovat est%ites. Bonfires and entertain-

ments marked every district. "The view from
Beaiufort presented to the assembled company
at the Castle one of the finest scenes that can
be conceived. The summit of every hillock,

as well as of every higher mountain, started

into a blaze, and the whole line of country
over the brown heather and along the valleys

seemed covered with light and gladness." At
Beaiufort about one hundred gentlemen sat
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down to dinner, for which tables were spread
in the Coiirt. The health of Lovat was pro-
posed by the Marquis of Huntly, and pledged
with great enthusiasm. At Foyers, Mr
Fraser, the proprietor, had a bullock killed and
distributed with ale and whisky among his
tenantry and neighbours. A splendid bonfire
was kindled on Cairnderg, a mile above the
house of Foyers.

June 19 and 26.—On the first date it is stated
that the arrivals for the Wool Market began
on Monday, and yet till the time of going to

press (the paper appeared on Thursday) no
definite business had been done. The writer
complained that the business^ which towards
the end was generally concluded in one or two
hours, occupied many persons from Monday
till Friday, and this delay exposed the parties

to much expense and inconvenience. In the
issue of the 26th, the reporter speaks of the
character of the market and of the prices.

"Five or six wool staplers and dealers in sheep
from the North of England and South of Scot-

land come to treat with three or four hundred
1 espectable individuals ; and such is their

mutual confidence that bargains for wool and
sheep to the amount of £150,000 and ujjwards

are concluded even without a sample. Last
week our information goes to say that good
Cheviot wedders brought each 18s 6d (clad

scoi'6). This we believe to be the highest price

obtained ; and wedders of the same description,

though of inferior quality, were sold at 14s

6d. Blackfaced wedders fetched from 12s to

16s ; Cheviot ewes from 7s to 10s 6d ; an, I

blackfaced ewes from 5s to 6s 6d. Blackfaced

hoggs brought from 7s to 10s ; and wedder
lambs of the same kind from 4s to 5s 3d. The
sales in Cheviot hoggs and lambs were very
few—the former brought 8s 6d and the latter

6s. Cheviot wool was sold so low as 9s per

stone of 24 lbs., and the highest price was
lOs 6d. The coarse ~Vool from blackfaced

sheep sold at from 10s to lis 6d per double
stone, or the stone of 48 lbs. In most of these

purchases a reference was made of 6d per stone

of wool, and 6d on each sheep, to be decided

by the aspett of the markets, and the prices

that may be given in the South before Sep-

tember, which is the usual time of delivery.

One very important branch of this market is

the purchase of smearing materials, and we
understand that one contract of very consider-

able amount (upwards of £1500 worth) was
concluded much to the satisfaction of both
parties."

29
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June 26.—^Au article on the distillery laws says
that a remission of duty was to be made to an
extent quite unexpected, and likely to have
the most beneficial results. The effect of the

alterations, it was anticipated, would "most
effectually quash smuggling." One of the re-

solutions adopted by the ifoufie of Commons
was as follows:

—"That it is expedient that
every distiller or maker of spirits in [Scotland

and Ireland respectively should be permitted
to warehouse the spirits made or distilled by
such distiller without payment of the ddty of

Excise chargeable thereon ; and that the duties

of Excise cnargeable on such spirits shall be
payable and paid on their being taken out tf

warehouse for home consumption."
July 10.—"On Thursday last the Rev. Mr Camp-

bell was admitted minister of Croy, in presence

of a very respectable congregation. There was
happily no occa.sion for the interference of the

Sheriff or his officers, who attended, no inter-

ruption having been offered to the. solemn ser-

vices of the day."
•July 17.

—"The celebrated Mi.ss Edgeworth ar-

rived here last week. During a short stay she
visited the Falls of Kilmorack."

July 31.—The Act for the Maintenance of High-
land Roads and Bridges was laid before a

county meeting. "The former bill left it op-

tional for the counties to have toUs ; the pre-

sent proceeds a step further, and gives the

option either to hav'e tolls or to increase their

assessment ; and its princip^al feature is to

give option and to avoid compulsion." It was
conceded to the wishes of the Northern Coun-
ties that the mail coach should not be charge-

able with any toll whatever, and that cattle

might travel from Bighouse in the heights of

Sutherlandshire, westward and soutliwards to

Fort-Augustus and so over the Corryarrick
Road to Perthshire, without payment of toll,

except lOd per score of black cattle and 5d
per score for sheep and lambs, payable once
at the Pitmain Bridge over the Spey. The
counties had not as yet resolved to establish

general tolls. A bill was also laid on the table

for the building of additional places of worship
in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland out
of public moneys in the Court of Exchequer,
the sum not to exceed £10,000 in any one year,

and not exceeding in all the sum of £50,000.
The object of this measure was to provide ad-
ditional churches for large parishes.

August 7.—Died, at Deldriggan of Glenmoriston,
on 5th July, Mr Archibald Grajit, aged 87
years. His married life extended to 65 years,
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aind hiis wife survived 'him. His remains were
followed to the grave by 65 children aiid gi'ajid-

cliildreu.

August 14.
—

"Married, at Cossy Hall, in the
county of Norfolk, Thomas Alexander Fraser,

Esq. of Lovat, to Charlotte Georgina D. Jer-

ningham, eldest daughter of Sir George Jer-

uingham, Baronet." In the next issue there

is an account of meetings lield on the Lovat
estates to celebrate the happy event.

August 28.—"Died, at Quebec, on tlie 29lh
Jime, Laughlin Smith, Seignoir of St Denis
and La Pocatiere. Mr Smith wais a native of

Inverness, Scotland, and is supposed to be
upwards of 100 years of age. He served as a

private in General Wolfe's army at the taking
of Quebec."

September 4.—Tlie Northern Missionary Society
held its twenty-third anniversary meeting at

Tain on 27th August. Collections, subscrip-

tions, and donations were intimated amount-
ing to £94 IBs.

Ibid.—The new Distillery Act is summarised.
"We find some differences existing between the
present Act and the substance of it as pub-
lished in an abstract in the end of June last.

In that abstract it was stated that the duty
on every gallon of spirits made from malted
com was 2s 6d, at a strength of 10 per cent,

over proof ; but instead of that we now find

that the duty is 2s on every gaUon hydrometer
proof. Distillers are allowed to warehouse
spirits without payment of duty, the strength

of such spirits to be either 25 or 11 per cent,

over proof ; and where a sale of spirits is re-

alised the quantity taken out of the warehouse,
when for home consumption, must not be less

than the content of the original cask (100

gallons), upon which the duty is only then

payable ; and a warehouse rent for report of

the revenue is chargeable at the rate of one

penny per 40 gallons a week. Distillers from
malted corn must produce two gallons of

spirits from every bushel of malt, or 12 gallons

proof spirits from the standard of Linlithgow

boU." After mentioning other pointte, the

article concludes :
—"The spirit duty on eight

pints Scots (or, as this quantity is called, the

Scots gallon) amounts to 8s on proof spirits,

which is about 12 per cent, stronger than is

commonly retailed in this country ; and the

malt duty on the same quantity at the s.ame

strength is Is, making 9s of spirit and malt

duty on eight Scots pints. The former duties

on the same quantity amounted to 22s, thus

giving a reduction of 13s per Scots gallon-
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From the weakness of the -wash allowed to be
used, joined with the liberty of warehousing
the spirits, in a short time there is no doubt
that a superior spirit can be produced ; ajid the

effect of the whole is that we find ta'avellers for

spirit dealers in the South are at this moment
offering to supply our market h^re, by the end
of October, with spirits at 5s per English gal-

lon, or at the rate of 2s 6d per Scots pint."

September 25.—At the municipal election this

year, James Grant of Bught was elected Pro-
vost, Mr Robertson of Altnaskiach remaining
a member of Council.

October 2.
—

"It would appear from the popula-
tion returns made up from the Governmnt ab-

stractrs of 1801, 1811, a-nd 1821, that the High-
land counties of Ross and Cromarty present
the most numerous instances of longevity in

proportion to their population—in every 2156
there being one above 100 years, and one above
80 years in every 93. Comparing the popula-
tion of England and Scotland in this respect

the number above 100 returned from the for-

mer country is only 168 out of a. population
of 11,261,437; whereas from the latter the

number is 102 in a population of 2,093,459."

Ibid.—On the previous Monday the Constables
of the town were sworn into office for the
ensuing year, in presence of the Magistrates,

when Provost Grant addressed them at some
length on the duties and importance of their

office. Sergt. -Major John Mackenzie, Castle

Street, was elected head constable, and each
constable was furnished with a copy of instruc-

tions and a baton. These constables were a

force distinct from the pohce and town oflBcers,

and were instructed to co-operate with them
in preventing crimes and offences. Their
authority did not extend beyond the Royalty,
and on duty they had always to carry their

baton. A copy of their instructions is pub-
lished in this issue. We reproduce the two
following :

—"The character and good' order of

the town are so much concerned' in a due and
strict observance of decency and propriety on
the Sabbath Day, that the Magistrates require

the constables to be particularly careful to

correct anv imcroprieties which mssj occur on
that day." "The constables are enjoined to

maintain a imiform and exact regard to

sobriety, decency, and civility in their own
conduct ; bearing bad language and even re-

proach from persons in liquor when they ap-

pear to have no bad intentions ; and exercising

all the humanity compatible with the due and
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firm discharge of their duty." After meeting
with the constables, the Magistrates disposed of

the Common Good of the burgh, -which then
included the shore dues and anchorage at the
harbour, and tolls on the bridges. The shore
dues and andhorage came to £520, and the
total, including these, to £971 14s.

Ibid.—What is called a "new corn market" was
opened at luvernesis on the previous Tuesday.
Upwards of 200 boUs of gro/in were offered for

sa.le. An address to the Inverness Farmers'
Society led to the establishment of the mar-
ket. This address stated that while some far-

mers had regular customers, thei majority had
to repair to the streets of Inverness on market
days, and diligently look out for customers,

sonietimee for weeks in vain. "Thus the time
passes, necessities accumulate, engagements re-

quire to be implemented, audi the unfortunate
fai'mer is compelled to treat with the smug-
gler, the mealmonger, or other indidviduals on
terms highly disadvantageous, but frequently

considered by the purchaser as favours bo-

stowed on the seller." Many transactions had
also to be "managed in the whisky house, by
means of a tipple and a drink. It is quite

notorious that many of the buyers will not de-

termine without a dram, and perhaps half-a-

dozen may be required to produce the desired

effect." To obviate these untoward oircum-
stances, the attempt to establish a new corn
market was made. It was proposed to effect

the sales by samples ; and with the concur-

rence of the Magistrates a booth was to be
erected on the Exchange every Tuesday and
Friday from 12 till half-past two o'clock. The
samples of grain were to be displayed under
the superintendence of an intelligent attendant,
who was capable of concluding transactions in

the absence of parties. A scale of fees, vary-
ing from a penny to sixpence, was to be paid

to the attendant.

October 2 and' 9.—These issues contain reports
of the Northern Meeting. Kaces were held at

Duneancroy.
October 9.—The county meeting at Inverness re-

solved meantime to scipnort the roads by assess-

ment instead of by tolls. They also adopted
a resolution in favour of bringing the mails

by the Highland Road from Perth.

November 6.—This issue records the death of Mr
Charles Grant, long member for the county of

Inverness, in the representation of w'hich he
was succeeded' by his son. "Mr Grant did busi-

ness at the India House, on the evening of

Thuifeday last. As he was in the practice of
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managing his extensive correspondence during
the quiet of the night, it appeai-s that he did
not retire to rest till four on Friday morning,
about which time he was seized with spasms
in the stomach, which at six o'clock termin-

ated his valuable life." The notice proceeds:—"Mr Grant went out in early life to India,

with few advantages save those which his own
talents and conduct procured for him. Tlie in-

timate knowledge which he soon a<:quired of

the Company's affairs, his integrity, capacity
for business, and that indefatigable persever-

ance which never left him to his latest hour,
soon opened up to him an honourable career.

He obtained several situation* of great trust

in Bengal, which paved the way to the im-
portant offices which he afterwards filled at

home, as Deputy Chairman and Chairman of

the Court of Directors. In 1802 he was chosen
memljer of Parliament for his native county,
which he continued to represent till he was suc-

ceeded by his son, the present member. Mr
Grant was a very kind relation, a zealous

friend, and in the kindly and Scottish sense

of the phrase, 'a good countryman,' as well
as in the more unlimited acceptation of the word.
It is mentioned in the London papers that Mr
Grant wa.s upwards of 80 years of age. He
was in his 78th year, having been born in the

memorable year of the RebeDion. He re-

ceived the then beloved name of Charles from
the Jacobite partialities of his family."

Ibid.—The same issue records the death of Mr
Peter Anderson, solicitor, who was so gener-

ally liked and esteemed by his fellow-citizens

that his death was felt in Inverness as a pri-

vate sorrow, as well as lamented as a pubUc
loss. "Mr Anderson was still in the prime of

life, and of a constitution which promised
length of days and the enjoyment of vigorous
health. Early yesterday morning he became
indisposed, and by seven o'clock he had ceased

to live. The frankness of his courtesy, and a

facility of benevolence which made him the

ready listener to all sorts of grievances, and
the ready friend of all sorts of men who were
in want of assistance—and these have not been
few of late years—formed a character peculi-

arly calculated to gain on the kindliest sym-
pathies of the heart ; and we may truly say

tha.t as no member of our community was ever

more universally liked than Mir Anderson, no
one was ever mourned by high and low with
erief more unaffected and genuine."

Ibid.—Mr Adam, Rector of the Inverness

Academy, had Just returned: from a ten days'
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cruise on boai-d the Clio. His experiments
were meant to determine the situation of a
ship by obtaining the altibude of any of the
heavenly bodies where the horinon was ob-
scured. The results were said to be more
satisfactory than on any former occasion.

Decemba: 11.—^A county meeting was held at In-
verness on the 5th inst., and resolutions were
adopted expressing eoidial appreciation of the
distinguished services of the late Charles
Grant during his long connection with the
county. Mr J. P. G-rant of Rothiemurchus,
M.P., was in the chair. The chief resolution
bore that "during the last twenty-one years,
being the period of tie public connection of

the la.te Charles Grant, Esq., with this county,
the attention of the Legislature has been
directed to the cultivation of the natural ad-
vantages of this northern part of the Kingdom,
in a greater degree than tihat which any Go-
vernment has ever bestowed on a part of its

dominions so remote, and contributing so little

to its revenue." Several absent members wrote
complaining that too short notice had been
given of the meeting, but the attendance num-
bered nearly forty, and it was resolved to pro-

ceed with the business rather than adjourn.
The resolutions were adopted witli acclama-
tion, and copies were ordered to be transmitted
to the Right Hon. Char-les Grant, and to be
advertised in Inverness, Edinburgh, and Lon-
don newspapers.

December 25.—On the 17th inst. a General Court
of the Directors of the East India Company
was held at the East India House. Mr James
Smith, M.P., submitted the following mo-
tion :

—"That this Court taking into considera-

tion the great ability, inflexible integrity, and
umemitting attention displayed by the late

Charles Grant, Esq., during nearly thirty

years as a member of the Executive body,
after seventeen years of distinguished service

in India, and the many important benefits he
has rendered to the Company, by his counsels

and experience, and by his constant and strenu-

ous exertions in Parliament and elsewhere, to

preserve unimpaired their rights and privileges,

and improve the condition of the vast popu-
lation under their rule, desire to record their

deep sense of the loss sustained by the death

of this valuable director, who, to the last day
of his life, was actively employed in the dis-

charge of his duty, and testify the high ad-

miration in which they hold his talents, charac-

ter, and services ; land therefore that a marbla
monument be erected to the memory of the
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late Oharles Grant, Esq, in the Parish Church
of St George's, Bloomsbury ; and that the
Uuurt of Directors be requested to take
measures to carry the same into effect." Tlie

motion was seconded by JSir Charles Forbes,
M.P., and both gentlemen eulogised the
character and services of the late Director.

The proposal for a monument called forth an
amendment, submitted by Ml' Hume, M.P. for

Montrose, ou the ground tliat there was no
piecedent for conferring such a distinction. Mr
Hume also went over the several points on
whicii the mover grounded his motion, and
contended that tliey were not sufficient to war-
rant the posthumous lionour projected. Mr
iilphiustone said that "this Company haxi

lasted above a hundred years, and had em-
ployed a number of most able and most
honest servants, who went out of life with-

out the commemoration of statues." He ad-

mitted it to be true that the Company had
erected statues to some who had signalibed

themselves in their service, but they were to

such men as Lord Chve, Admiral Pococke, and
others, w^ho had acquired and consolidated

their great possessions, and between such men
and such services, and the Directors and their

duties, there coidd be no point of comparison.

Mr Impey, who strongly supported tlie mo-
tion, said that he knew the facility with which
the hon. member for Montrose could pry into

public efforts ; his mind, like some optical

glasses, was formed for minute discoveries

;

it was not Mr Hume's fault that he was so

constituted, it was rather the vice of his

nature, for, in the language of Shakespeare,

"It is his nature's plague to pry into abuses."

(Loud laughter and cries of "Hear," in which
Mr Hume loudly joined). On a division the

amendment was rejected by a majority of 54
to 29 votes, and the original motion was then
agreed to.
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No. XIX.

In the early part of 1824 there are several in-

teresting entries relating to smuggling and the
enforcement of Excise penalties. A strong de-
sire existed to put an end to illicit distilla-

tion, but there were obstacles in the way,
which are pithily set forth in one of the ex-
tracts. The condition of the slaves in the
We-st Indies was at this time before Parlia-
ment. Many persons in the North of Soot-
land were interested in West Indian plantar
tions, and the counties of Ross and Inverness
petitioned Government to proceed with cau-
tion in making l^slative changes.
In the second half of the year the question of

Excise penalties on smugglers continued to
excite much attention. The Justices of the
Peace were exceedingly reluctant to inflict

the minimum statutory penalty of £20, but
the authorities insisted. In one case from
Banffshire where the Justices proved ob-
stinate, the offending smugglers were brought
before the Court of Exchequer and subjected
to much heavier penalties than if they had
been fined by a Justice of Peace Court. This
seems to have been intended as an object
lesson. It will be observed that the forma-
tion of a company to introduce gas and water
into Inverness dates from 1824. There are
many items of interest in the subjoined
notes.

From the "Inverness Courier."

1824.

January 8.—^At a Justice of. Peace Court in In-

verness 293 persons were fined for breaches of

the licensing laws. From the Beauly district

alone there were 178 oases. It was stated that
in the Inverness district the fines and arrears

of licences amounted to nearly £400.
Ibid.—The Rev. John Macdonald, of Ferrintosh,

was at this time interesting himself specially

in the Island of St Kilda. He had received the

following contributions in aid of buildings to

be erected for the accommodation of a mis-

sionary and place of worship :—From the

students of King's College, Aberdeen, £7

;

from Aberdeen itself, £30; from I>undee, £19
19s ; from Perth, £13 6s 4d.

January 15.—"In ploughing up a field at Leys,

near this town, the ploughman found a rod of

30
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pure gold, about 15 inches long, with, three
sides, each about ^ of an inch in depth. In
the middle it is twisted, and terminated by
a. bend similar to a suepherd's crook, in very
rude workmanfihip. It was purchased at £4
10s by Mr Naughten, jeweller, here, and is

now in his possession."

Ibid.
—"To the admii'ers of Gaelic poetry it will

not be uninteresting to know that in Sloch-

muic, on the property of the Earl of Sea-
field, expired in 1746, John Macdouald, other-

wise Ian Manntaiche, or John the fcitammerer.

He had fought in the Stewart cause in 1715,
and at the age of four score and three drew
his claymore for Prince Chiules at the battle

of Culloden. He received several wounds, but
more than these regretted the loss of his harp,
his companion for more than 60 years. He
lingered a few weeks aiter reaching an asylum
in Strathspey, and was secretly interred near
the spot where he yielded his last breath. His
songs have celebrated the race for whose ser-

vice he lived and died, and the keenest satire

and ridicule expresses his indignation and con-
tempt of their opponents. Perhaps there are
not any Jacobite stanzas extant more deserv-
ing of attention than the compositions of Ian
Manntaiche."

January 22.—In this issue there is another para-
graph with reference to the gold rod found at
the Leys. "Some additional pieces of the
same description have since been recovered by
Mr Naughtee ; and on connecting them and
inquiring of the labourers as to the manner
in which they were found, they seem to have
formed one piece of about 18 inches long, and
to have been twisted exactly after the fashion
of the worm of a corkscrew. It was found in
the vicinity of the Druid's Temple at Leys ;

and a conjecture has been offered by a neigh-
bouring gentleman, who ranks high in his
knowledge of these matters, that it is likely to
have been used in suspending vessels with in-

cense etmployed in certain religious rites. This
would lead one to suppose that it must have
originally belonged to those of the Romish
C!hurch, for we do not tihink that the Druids
possessed those refined modes of worship."

Ibid.
—"We learn that Mr Mactavish, officer of

Excise in Braemar, has made a seizure of
smuggled whisky of unusual magnitude. For
a very long time back it was notorious that
large quantities of spirits were manufactured
m GXenlivet—^now the only klistricb in tihe

Highlands where this illicit and demoralising
:->ystem is carried on to any great extent—and
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that the joint fruits of the smugglers' labour
were conveyed to different parts of the low
country by bands of people by far too numer-
ous and powerful for any attempt at seizure
by a single officer. On this last occasion Mr
Mactavish watched the motions of one of these
bands, and discovered the concealment where
the spirits were deposited the first night of
their journey. The smugglers, thinking all

quite saie, retired to sleep^ when the previous
arrangements for the seizure were carried into
effect, and when they awoke they found them-
selves minus twenty Scots ankers of pure Glen-
Hvet." It is singular that the above para-
graph should describe Glenlivet as tihe only
place where illicit distillation was carried on
"to any great extent," when so many notices
had appeared of brea,ches of the licensing laws,
including illicit distillation, in the county of
Inverness. Perhaps the writer meant tiat
Glenlivet was the only place where the traffic

was conducted on a large scale.

Jimiary 29.—A case came on before the Court
of Exchequer, under a recent Act respecting
the Scots burghE, charging the Magistrates of
Nairn, at the instance of three burgesses, with
having sold the lands of Hempholes on 7th
January, and the lauds of Mosshall on 11th
March 1823, without duly observing the pro-
visions of the statute. The objection was
taken that the production of burgess tickets

was not sufficient proof that the plaintiffs had
a title to sue. It was contended that the Town
Council books could alone be held to be legal

evidence. The Court sustained this view, and
the plaintiffs were nonsuited. A case brought
against the Magistrates of Inverness for let-

ting the lands called tihe (Jarse, without duly
observing the provisions of the Act, was thrown
out on the same grounds

February 12.—^A paragraph mentions that a

woollen manufactory had recently been estab-

lished at the Haugb, and was being conducted
with success.

February 19.—Notice is taken of a paper by Mr
George Anderson, Inverness, read before the
Society of Scottish AntiquarieB. It gave an
account of cairns and circles of stones in the
neighbourhood of Inverness, and was accom-
panied with a map in manuscript and several

dranvings of the circles described. Mr Ander-
son suggested the possibility that some at least

of these circles had been erected for the ad-

ministration of justice, and mentioned one in

particular which he thought might have been

constructed for this purpose. "It consisted
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of a double circle of stones, not, as is com-
iiionly the case, concentric, but placed in op-
position so as to resemble the figure 8. Mr
Anderson related some instances of the care
with which the neighbours abstain from in-

juring these relics, particularly the cairns, from
a kind of superstitious dre;id of evil which will

liappen to the unhallowed disturbers of the
dead. He also related h, tradition of a farmer
who had temerity enough to commit sacrilege

on a cairn, and who never afterwards throve."
Ibid.—/Thei sime issue contains long extracts
Irom a report on smuggling in the Highlands,
compiled by the Commissioners appointed to
inquire into the collection ajid management of

the Revenue. Most of the points have been
already mentioned in these Notes, but some
are new. Sir George Mackenzie of Coul
spoke of the administration of the law by the
Justices of the Peace. "In this country," he
saidj "scarcely one legal sentence has been passed
for many years, a« the books of collection will

testify. This has happened from no other cause
than the law being considered by the Justices
as too severe ; in consequence of which they
have been administering a law of their own."
Sir George also observed that there was not
a Justice of the Peace who could say that he
did not, in his own family, consume illegally-

m.ade spirits. Mr Mackenzie of Ardross de-

clared that land-holders had an interest in cot
carrying the law into effect. "If a gentlem.an

has an estate in the Highlands worth intrinsi-

cally i'HX) per annum, he may set it to smug-
glers, if there are mosses on it to supply fire,

for the purpose of caiTying on illicit distttla-

tion at five, six, or seven hundred pounds

;

whereas, if illicit distillation were suppressed,

it would immediately fall back to its true

value, and he would lose h.alf his incom.e. The
interest, therefore, of the proprietor to pre-

vent this B obvious. In like manner the

owner of « low country arable farm sells his

barley to smugglers at a rate at least one-

third higher than he should otherwise obtain

for it. Even this year barley has fetched from
the smugglers in Ross-shire 30s and' 32s per
boU, while the licensed distillers have bought
theirs from Montrose at 184 to 20s." The re-

port bore that the number of distilleries under
the superintendence of the Inverness Collec-

lector was only ten, the largest, 200 gallons,

the smallest, 47 ; that the legal distillers were
on the decline ; that they could not manufac-
ture to sell with profit for less than lis per

gallon of the highest legal strength ; that
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smuggled whisky was delivered in Inverness

at 6s per gallon, 12 per cent, under proof, being a
difference of 19 per cent, from the legal whisky,
which would make the price of the illegal 7s

2d ; that it was sometimes sold at 5s ; that

the population of Inverness consumed about
1000 gallons per week, of which a veiy small

proportion paid duty. "tjeizm-es of illicit

spirit very frequent ; always in very small

quantities; it is brought in by women in tin

vessels, made to fit their shape, and other

Bmall vessels ; never by carts or horses ; de-

posits made near the town, when it was divided

into small quantities." The report mentions
only 3 legal distilleries by name, those carried

on by Oaptain Mum'o of Teaninich, by Cap-
tain Fraser at Brackla, and by Mr Harper in

the comity of Sutherland (probably Clynelish).

The Report had been drawn up some time be-

fore its publication, and formed the founda-

tion of the new distillery laws of 1825.

February 26.
—"William Biodie, Esq. of Brodie,

has been appointed by the King to be the

Lord-Lieutenant of Boss-shire." — The same
number contains a memoir of the late Charles

Grant, taken from a London magazine.

Ibid.—A meeting was held at Fort-WilUam ajid

a Society formed for the purpose of dissemin-

ating Christian knowledge by means of Sabbath
Schools, Circulating Libraries, and the dis-

persion of tracts. The Rev. Charles J. Bayne
presided at the meeting, and Sir Ewen
Cameron of Fassifeim was elected patron.

March 4.—Two Excise cutters made a capture

at Kilmuir, near Kessock, of 100 English gal-

lons of whisky and five horses. The whisky
was sold at the Excise Office at Inverness, and
the horses were disposed of by public roup at

the rate of 6s a head.

Ibid.
—"The venerable Highlander, Patrick

Grant, to whom his Majesty two years ago
granted a pension of one guinea per week, died

at Braemar on the 11th ult., in the 111th

year of bis age. He expired while sitting in

his elbow chair, having felt scarcely any pre-

vious illness. His pension now devolves on
his daughter, Anne, during life. It is thought

her late father was the only survivor of those

who fought at the battles of Culloden aoid

Falkirk. He was present when the Pretcjider

embarked for France."

March 18.
—"Some days ago a ploughman in the

service of Mr Lockhart Kinloch, at Knock-
town of Muirtown, ploughing rather deeper

than usual, turned! up two cannon balls, one a

six-pound shot, the other a four-pound ball,
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both much corroded; they have no doubt been
fired from the Castle, which is exactly op-
posite and about 1800 yards distant; a stone
shot of the size_ of a six-pound iron ball, of
granite, and a ball 16 inches in diameter, of
granite, encriisted in the cavities of the stone
with brick-dust indurated, weie some time ago
found opposite tlie Citadel, and have probably
been fired from it."

Ibid.—The soUcitors of Inverness gave a dinner
in the Town Hall, at which Mr Gilzean, the
yheriff-Substitute, was the chief guest. Pro-
vost Grant (of Bught) was in_ the chair, amd
Mr Kinloch, Sheriff-Clerk, officiated as crou-
pier.

March 25.—^A melancholy drowning accident is

recorded in this issue. A person engaged in

building a house, engaged four men from Clach-
uabarry to convey stones from Redcastle
Quany. "The boat employed on this occasion
was old and insecure, and on her return from
the quany deeply laden, sank at a distance of

about 200 yards from the Redcastle Pier,

when, melancholy to relate, tue employer and
whole crew perished. Fom' of these men were
married, and have left widows and a number
of helpless children to deplore their fate. The
other was a young man who supported his

aged and infirm relatives. The bodies were
found as the tide retired, and conveyed next
day to Olachnaharry, where a scene of distress

ensued among their families and neighbours,
which we. need not describe. Tuesdiay last the
interment of the bodies took place, and a more
mournful procession was never witnessed in

this quarter."

Ibid.—^A. movement began for the; amendment of

the laws relating to salmon fishing. The Com-
missioners of Supply of the county of Elgin
held a meeting and pa«sed resolutions on the
subject. The greatest evil specified was the
want of legal protection for the fish during the
breeding time.

Ibid.—The same number reports a long debate
in the House of Commons on the subject of

negro slavery. The Government proposed a
series of reforms to ameliorate the condition of

the negro.

April 1.—The death is recorded of the Rev.
Robert Smith of Cromarty. He was a, native
of Inverness, and was distinguished as a pastor
and preacher.

April 8.
—"We understand that the beautiful and

extensive Highlamd barony of Glenelg, in this

county, was purchased last week in Edinburgh
by the Right Hon. Charles Grant, M.P., at
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£82,000 sterling. A few years since tlie same
estate fetched nearly £100,000, and a vast
sum has since been expended in improvements
upon it."

Ibid.—County meetings continue to be heldi and
resolutions passed on the subject of salmon
fishing. The duties on wool were ajiother

topic before these meetings. Ministers had
proposed to remove some restrictions on trade,

aiod more particularly to allow the exporta-

tion of long wools. Manufacturers, however,
were endeavouring by petitions "tO' alter the

opinions of his Majesty's Ministers, and by
continuing the monopoly they now enjoy to

purchase wool at their own prices, as has

hitherto been the case." This is the sfcvtement

of the county of Ross, which agreed to peti-

tion Parliament in favour of the proposals of

his Majesty's Ministers.

April 15.
—"The Mlargistrates of Dingwall have

readily conceded to the inhabitants of that

town the free election of Commissioners of

Police, and agreed to several important amend-
ments suggested by the burgesses on the im-
pending Police Bill. This is an indication of

the liberal spirit of the age, and an example
worthy of imitation."

A-pril 29.—"Mr Maclean of this place, who has
lately returned from prosecuting his studies

as an artist in Italy, has in his possession two
old coins, the sight of which may gratify our
antiquarian readers. He obtained them at

Burghead, where 17 of similar description were
found, the whole deposited in a horn. This
horn, though entire when found, crumbled into

dtist on being exposed to the air. The follow-

ing account of these coins is given by a gentle-

man skilled in matters of antiquarian research :

'Your coins must be of the reign of Edward
rtl. The 'fleur de hs' shows it could be no
earlier, and the work not much later. The
motto round the reverse seems to be 'Crucem
Exaltat Gloria,' which I have on a gold coin

of Edward m. The inner legend is, I think,

Villa Ro : Meyron, for the town of Rochester
where they were coined, Meyron, the name
of the Mint Master."

May 6.—Petitions from the counties of Inverness
and Ross prayed the Legislature to be care-

ful in any interference they made with the
domestic afiairs of the West Indian- Colonies.
These petitions spoke of the danger of agita-
tion among the blacks, and of the amount of
property that was imperilled. The object of

the Ross-shire meeting was to petition "against
a spirit apparently spreading, having a, tend-
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ency to lea-d to measures which may be pro-
ductive of the most disastrous consequences, if

not provided against by the wisdom of Parlia-

ment." Their resolutions bore that "the ad-
vantages derived by the United Kingdom from
the West Indian Colonies are estimated at little

less than twenty millions sterling, besides the
value of projperty calculated lait nearly 130
millions." The resolutions of the county of

Inverness deprecjited sudden a.nd violent

chajiges, but also declared that "the existence

of slavery in the West Indian Colonies is an
evil of the greatest magnitude," and called for

the attention of Parliament with the view of

the ultimat€ admission of the blacks to the
same rights as the rest of his Majesty's sub-

jects ; further, "that the measures lately

adopted by the Legislatm'e for gradually en-

larging the rights and providing for the re-

ligious and moral instruction of the slaves are

emjoently deserving of the cordial and un-

qualified support of all classes."

Ib-d.—^At the Circuit Court at Inverness, Thomas
Macpherson was accused of ha.ving on the 24th
July thrown a stone at thie late Alexander
Davidson, sawyer at Daltullich, said lo be in

the parish of Edinkillie and co^unty of Elgin,

whereby the said Davidson was murdered.
Macpherson pleaded not guilty. "On the
cross-examination of the first witness it came
out that DaltuDieh was situated in the parish
of Axdclach and county of Nairn. After a
learned argument, Lord Pitmilly decided that
the objection was fatal to the indictment, and
the panel was dismissed from the bar."

tid.—"Died, at the Manse of Kildonan, on the
14th April, the Rev. Alexander Sage, minister
of that parish, in the 72nd year of his age and
37th year of his ministry."

Ibid.—Notice is taken of the death in March of

James Mackay, resident at St Louis, in Louisi-
ana. About forty years before, Mr Mackay
had emigrated from Scotland to Canada, and
becoming engaged in the fur trade, he explored
the region of the upper lakes and the country
as far west as the Rocky Mountains. After-
wards he settled in Louisiana, then under
Spanish Government, and was employed to ex-
plore the country watered by the Missouri
ajid its tributary rivers, "a region almost with-
out a civilised man." In remuneration for his

services he received a grant of a large tract of

land, and was appointed to various offices, in-

cluding that of Military Commandant. When
Louisiana was ceded to the United States, he
was chosen to serve in various capacities, as
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Major of Militia, Judge of a District Court,
and member of the Legislature. A tribute is

paid to the character and services of Mr Mac-
kay.

May 13.—The foundation of a new Episcopal
Chapel was laid at Fortrose on the previous
Friday.

Ibid.—The Conveners of the County at an ad-
journed meeting laid on the table a letter from
the Lord Advocate enclosing a communication
from the Board of Excise insisting on more
vigorous measures for the suppression of illicit

distillation. Collector Watson stated that the
Justices sitting at Excise Courts had no al-

ternative except to impose a minimum fine of

£20 on offenders, and that in future he would
insist on this penalty. The meeting direw up
a series of resolutions showing that from the
poverty of the people such fines oould not be
levied, and that if they were insisted on, the

jail accommodation would not be sufficient to

contain tlie parties imprisoned at a single Ex-
cise Court. At a Court which followed immedi-
ately afterwards there was a large number of

cases. The Justices in the first case inflicted

a fine of £3, on which Collector Watson with-

drew all the other casee, for the purpose of re-

porting to the Board of Excise.

May 20.—Lord Byron died at Missolonghi on the

night of the 19th April, aftea- an illness of ten

days. "However far his compatriots may differ

in their estimate of the moral worth and use-

fulness of this fllustrious person, they are

at one in the sentiment of melancholy regret

for the premature extinction of the most splen-

did poetical genius that England has pro-

duced in her latter daiys."

Ibid.
—

"In consequence of different Acts of Par-

liament, the Heritors of the county directed

their Collector to make an assessment for the

money necessary for the repair of the military

and Parliamentary roads proportionally on the

proprietors of houses within the Royal Burgh
of Invemese, conform to their rentals, as liable

to the property tax inr the year 1814, and to

levy the same accordingly ; but the burgh

Heritors resisted the assessment on the ground

that they were not liable by these statutes,

which clearly meant to exempt houses in the

town, and the question was carried by tbem to

the Supreme Court by suspension. After a

tedious and expensive litigation the case was
decided on the 15th inst. in the Second Divi-

sion, when their lordships unanimously sus-

pended the Letters and found the suspenders

entitled to their expenses. By this decision the

31
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proprietors of houses in the biu'gh have got
free of a heavy assessment intended to be levied

for 1815 and subsequent years."
Ibid.—^Notice is taken of experiments to be car-

ried out by the Morayshire Farmer Club to
ascertain the most profitable kind of winter
feeding for cattle. The writer adds

—
"Al-

though this Society have, by a series of five

years' cattle shows and premiums, from 1812
to 1816, accomplished a very considerable im-
provement in the breeds of black cattle and
draught horses in the county of Moray—as is

strikingly obvious to those acquaint-ed with
the state of that district previously—yet they
are most anxious to carry tliat improvement
still fiu-ther ; aind intend to institute another
series of cattle shows with the s'iew of exciting
and keeping up, among practical farmers, a
spirit of attention and emulation in this great
branch of agricultuie."

June 3.—At the meeting of the General Assem-
bly of the Cliurch of Scotland several members
of the Presbyt-ery of Inverness were rebuked
for irregular proceedings in connection with
the settlement at KiltarUty.

Ibid.—Proposals were suggested at this time for

passing a Poor Law Bill for Scotland. The
"Courier" says:—"In the parish of Inverness
there is no assessment for the poor, but the
inhabitants of the town contribute voluntarily

for the support of an Institution for the Suppres-
sion of Begging, and from which soup, meal,
and money are distributed among the necessit-

ous. The buixien of maintaining thei poor is

thus left upon the benevolent inhabitants of

Inverness, the proportion of the expense de-
frayed by the Heritors being very slender in-

June 10.—At the annual meeting of the North-
ern Missionary Society, held at Inverness, con-
tributions to the amount of £77 14s were re-

ported.

June 17.
—"On Tuesday, Peter Scott, from Edin-

burgh, was elected master of the Latin and
Greek classes in the Inverness Academy, in

room of Mr Carmichael, who has been appointed
one of the masters of the Edinburgh Academy."

June 24.—The Wool Market this year opened with
a very duU tone, but before the close there was
an improvement, and most of the stockmasters
sold. "A great part of the Cheviot wool was
sold at 13s per stonle of 24 lbs. English, at

short credit, with a sixpence more per stone of

reference, depending on the state of the market
at settling. When credit on bill for a more
extended time was given, that description of
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wool fetched 14a per stone. We heard of one
small lob of superior wool from Sutherland
having been sold as high as 15s per stone. The
wool of the blackfaced sheep sold a little lower
than th« Cheviot, say at 12s ajid 12s 6d per
double stone. The sheep market was not quite
so spirited as that of the wool ; but a very con-
siderable number was disposed of notwithstand-
ing. One lot of CTheviot wedders sold at 193,

and the current prices of the market for this

sheep were from 13s to 17s ; Cheviot ewes, from
7s 6d to 8s 6d and 9s ; Cheviot wedder hoggs at

5s 6d, 5s 9d, and 6s ; and lambs at 4s 6d to 6s
;

Blackfaced wedders brought from 9s 6d to 13s

6d ; ewes from 6s to 7s ; and lambs from 4s

to 5s. A contract to the extent of about £1200
was entered into by the sheep farmers of

Sutherland with a gentleman of this town for

smearing materials."

July 1.—Bied at Miltown Cottage on the 27th
ult., Captain George Macpherson, R.N. He
entered the navy as a midshipman in 1800,

served under Lord Nelson, fouglit in the Dar-
danelles, in Egypt, in the Walcheren Expedi-
tion, and on the attack on Algiers in 1816. In
private life his character was hospitable and
kindly. "On the day of his funeral, the gar-

rison of Fort-George testified their respect for

departed worth by paying, unsolicited, the

military honours due to his rank ; and the

shops in Oampbelltown, through which the nro-

oession passed, were shut. A number of his

sorrowing friends resolved to erect a monument
to his memory in testimony of their heartfelt

regard."

Ibid.—^Lord Macdonald died in London on Satur-

day, the 19th ult. He served some years in

the 10th Regiment, and' afterwards raised a

corps of Fencibles. He also represented the

borough of Saltash in Parliament for several

sessions. Lord Macdonald did much for the

improvement of his estates. "Convinced that

the first step towards improvement is to render

a country accessible, his lordship made, with

the assistance of Government, upwards of 100

miles of public road, on his own property, in

the Isle of Skye andl North Uist; subscribed

largely towards the forraiation of roads in the

districts leading to those islands, and built

handsome piers at Kyleakin and Portree, not

only to promote the trade of those villages,

but generally as a protection to shipping in a

tempestuous sea. As an inducement to him-

self and his successors to live on their own
estates, he began a magnificent castle at Arma-

dale, according to a design by Gillespie, and
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carried it on so far towards completion, and
erabellished it with so much taste that it is mow
one of the greatest ornaments of the North.

His lordship's constant endeavours also to im-

prove the manufacture of kelp and introduce

the culture of hemp, to drain the marshes and
cultivate wastes, to erect churches, mills, and
bridges, and by every means to provide food

and employment for the lower orders, wUl
cause his memory to be long cherished in the

hearts of ia grateful population." It was Lord
Macdonald's boast that not a man had been
compelled to emigrate from his property, and
that not one tenant had his goods sequestrated

from the time his lordship came to the estates.

A notice in a subsequent issue says that in

1817, when there was actual famine over the

greater part of the Highlands and Isles, Lord
Macdonald became bound to Government in

several thousand pounds for supplies of grain

and potatoes sent to his estates.

•Tuly 15.
—"The steam packets through the Cale-

donian Canal, and coaches from the South and
East, daily bring crowds of strangers to visit

the Highlands ; and the three steam packets
and daily coaches seem to be at present well
employed."

August 5.—"On Wednesday, the 29th nit., the
Malvina, built by and' belonging to Mr John
Gordon, was launched off the bank of the Cale-
donian Oamal. She is intended for a steam
packet, and is built on the new principle of

manifold courses of planking. She draws only
18 inches of water, notwithstnnding which she
lies very steady and stiff in the water."

Ibid.—^A meeting of the Heritors and Commis-
sioners of Supply of the County of Ross re-

solved to establish tolls in aid of the County
assessment.

Ibid.
—"Mr Stuart, vounger of Duneam, while

passing throush Dingwall on his w?.y to the
estate of Strathconon, which he has latelv pur-
chased, hapDcned to learn fch^it a gentleman
was confined in the jail of that town rnde^-

c-rcumstances which stronglv excited h'a fpel-

ingrsi Mr Stuart immediat«lv lodlged £60 with
the Macistrates of Dingwall and' procured the
Tirsoner's enlargement. The debt wna for

f!50. What enhances this humane act is that
Mr StU3,rt never heard of any of the part'^^s

concerned till his visit to Dingwiall."

August 12 —Om Thursday, the 5th inst.. Mr Mnc-
leod of G<'anie9 completed the fiftieth annivers-

arv nf office as Sheriff-Depute of the Countips
of Boss and Cromarty, having been annointed
in August 1774, when he was about 30 years
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of age. His administration, it is stated, had
been throughout distinguished by great vigour,
activity, and talent. The inhabitants of the
county had also been remarkable for their

peaceful and orderly conduct. The Sheriff's

fiftieth lanniversary was celebrated by a public
dinner given at Dingwall by the Sheriffs-

Substitute andi procurators of the Counties of

Ross and Cromajty. Meetings were also held
at Tain.

Ibid.—^A Justice of Peace Court was held at In-

verness to determine the question whether they
had the power to inflict a smaller penalty than
£20 for certain, offences against the distillery

laws. An offender stood his trial, and Counsel
appeared for the Crown. The Court found that
according to statute the sum of £20 was the

minimum penalty, and imposed it accordingly,

the alternative being six months' imprison-

ment-. Counsel for the prosecution stated that

the object of the Crown was to establish a pre-

cedent, and this being a test case, they did not
insist on the penalties.

August 19.—^A correspondent writes :

—"At a Jus-

tice of Peace Court lately held at Broadford,

in Skye, for the purpose of discussing prose-

cutioD'S, at the instance of Mr Burrell, CoUec-
to|i- of Exyise, Oban, the Justices present,

anxious to put an effectual stop to smuggling,

imposed a fine of £5 for each conviction in

malting cases, and a fine of £100 for each con-

viction in cases of illicit distillation; and
granted warrants for incarceratinp; every de-

linquent who fails to pay within half a year,

in the jail of Inverness, for the period of six

calendar months. The whole of the fines im-

posed on this occasion, I understand, amount
together to the enormous sum of £3400."

August 26.—"During the fourteen days immedi-

ately preceding Monday last, upwards of 2500

Highland shearers passed! through the Crinan

Canal for the South, in the steamboats Ben-
Nevis. Comet, a.nd Highlander, from the

islands of Mull, Skye, &c. So crowded was
the Highlander on one occasion that she was
compelled to land a number of the passengers

a.t Crirja.Ti, aind cause them to walk down the

bank of the Canal to Locii£rilphead."

September 2.
—"The law with regard to fining

smugelers and the power of Justices being now
rerfectlv understood, another serious obstacle

to the due prosecution of offenders against the

Rxcise laws has arisen. A few weeks ago in

D'ngwall no Justice of Peace anpeajed at a

Court which was summoned, as they could use

no discretionary power in the exercise of their
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functions, and) we learn that in some of the

other neighbouring counties it is the resolution

of the Justices to come forward and state their

determination not to act upon the regulations

of the Act, even at the hazard of being struck

off the Commission. At a Court held here on
Tuesday last, a great deal of discussion took

place, and a number of cases were put off on
the plea of undue services of intimation on
the delinquents. Three persons were fined in

the penalty of £20, and a warrant for incar-

ceration, after much difiiculty, was granted

'against one of the men."
Ibid.—^At the anniversary meeting of the North-

ern Missionary Society, held at Tain, subscrip-

tions and collections were intimated to the

amount of £86 l4s.

September 16 —"Died, at Madras, in the East
Indies, on his way home to Britain, on the

1st of September 1823, Thomas Fraser, Esq. of

Gorthleck, in the Civil Service of the Honour-
able Eaist India Company at Nellore."

September 23.—^At the annual meeting fcr the

election of Magistrates, Dr Robertson of Ault-

naskiach was elected Provost of Inverness.

September 30.—^The Common Good of the Burgh
of Inverness, including tolls, anchorage, and
shore dues, was disposed of this year for £887
6s 6d.

Ibid.—"The Right Hon. Lord MaodonaHl has most
liberally given a donation of £50 to the North-
ern Infii-mary. This Institution has received'

more money from this noble family than from
any other whatever. The late Lord Macdon-
ald contributed no less than £200 at different

times in aid of the Infirmary funds. Lady and
Lord Macdonald', accompanied by Provost
Robertson, visited the Infirmary, and were
pleased to express themselves in terms of great
approbation with regard to the appearance and
management of the Institution."

Il)id.—^The Northern Meeting opened' on thb
29th, "and we have the pleasure to state that there
scarce ever was a greater concourse of illustri-

ous company and splendid equipaees witnessed
in our town." The Marquis and Marchioness
of Huntly were present. Races were held at

Ihma.in.

Ibid.—The Rev. Alexander Stewart, late minis-
ter of the Chapel of Ease in Rothesay, was
on Thursday last adknitted to tJhe pastoral
charge of the parish of Cromarty.—On the same
dav the Rev. Mr Hoyes was admitted to the
pastoral charge of fhe narish of Forres.

Ibid.—^At a trial at the Circmt Court, counsel for

a female prisoner complained that she had been
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already confined six months in the prison of
Tain, a place which he described as totally
undt for the accommodation of lany human
being. "The floor is of clay, there is no bed
to lie upon, no iice-place, nothing but the bare
stone wall. There is a sort of win-
dow, or rather aperture, in the wall,
fiamed with iron stanchions, without
a, pane of glass to protect the unfortunate
prisoners from the inclemency of the weather."
The presiding Judge, Lord PitmUly, ascertained
on enquiry that this statement was not exagger-
ated, and he sentenced the culprit to be con-
fined for other six months in the Jail of In-

vernesSj the County of Ross to bear the ex-

pense. At th© same time he urged the Magis-
trates of Tain and county gentlemen to provide
a suitable place of confinement. The Advocate-
Depute said he would report the matter to the
Lord Advocate, and if the recommendation from
the Bench was not attended to, the Magistrates
of Taim would be compelled to provide a pro-

per jail. A paragraph states that the Magis-
trates of Tain some time previously offered to

contribute a large sum "considering the revenue
of the burgh" for the building of a new jail,

but the County would not meet them witli

suitable assistance.

Ib".d.—In the same iss,ue there is a notice of Dr
Macculloch's book, a Tour in the Highlands
and Islands of Scotland. Dr MaccuUoch de-

scribed the situation of Inverness in apprecia-

tive and felicitous terms. Of the town itself

he says :
—"When I have said that Inverness

is a clean town, and a good-looking town, and
that it has a handsome bridge, and that its

castle has vanished, and tiat it possesses the

best land the civilest and cheapest inns in Scot-

land, and that it has a steeple to its jail in-

stead of to its church there seems nothing

left to say about it. But who shall describe

its situation in ten times that number of

words?" After eloquently describing the scene,

he concludes
—"Those who have not seen the

Highland fair washing clothes in the Ness

have probably seen the same display elsewhere ;

yet they have not anywhere seen this show

in greater purity and perfection." Dr Mac-

cuUoch made some ill-natured remarks about

Nairn, which leads his reviewer to say that he

is quite mistaken. "A more cheerful little

town with a more pleasant society in and about

it does not stand in the North of Scotland.

No stranger who has once enjoyed its hospi-

tality will be in any haste to quit it, and if

the Doctor had remained but a few days to
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breathe the pure, invigorating air of Nairn,
to loois upon its pleasant msuine views, and
to cultivate an acquaintance with its inhabit-
ants, he would have got rid of some of tliose

iU-humours^ the expression of which often de-
tracts from the general merit of his perform-
ance."

October 7.—In this issue there is a fuller account
of the Northern Meeting. "The company be-

gan to arrive in gieat numbers as early as
Xuesday of last week ; and by Wednesday noon
our streets were iiteraliy crowded with equip-
ages and vehicles of every description proceed-
ing to the 1 ace-ground. The weather on that
day was cold and rainy, but on the two follow-

ing days it became mild, clear, and pleasant."
Tue gaieties occupied three full days. Nearly
iCO persons were present at the ball on iJ'riday

mght, and upwards of 250 sat down to supper.
Mr Mackenzie of iCilcoy presided at diiuner

on Wednesday, the Hon. James ISiuclair on
Thursday, and the Marquis of iiuntly on Fri-

day. 'Tn the ballroom the Marchioness of

Huntly presided, with manners so kind aud
graceful, with a judgment so correct and in

accordance with the general feelings of the

company, as to give great satisfaction. Under
her ladyship's directions, the tactics of the

dance were arranged with the utmost order,

mingling in due proportion the gracefulness of

the quadrille with the sprightliness of our own
strathspeys." It was stated that this was on
the whole the most agreeable and splendid

Meeting which had taken place in Inverness

since the first establishment of the Northern
Meeting. High expectations were formed of

the next Races, towards which large sums had
been ah'eady contributed. A subscription had
been opened for erecting a new stand on the

race course. The Marquis of Huntly and Lord
Macdonald had each subscribed a hundred
guineas.

Ibid.—At a Head Court of the County of Inver-

ness, the roD of freeholders was revised. The
new roll as made up consisted! of sixty-six

voting freeholders in the County.

October 14.—As formerly intimated, the Magis-
trates of Dingwall conceded to the inhabitants

of that burgh the free election of three Com-
missioners to co-operate with the Town Coun-
cil in the administration of the Police Act,

passed in tlie last session of Parliament. On
the 6th inst. the election took place in the

Town HaU in presence of the Chief Magistrates.

Three Commissioners were chosen by open poll

of the inhabitant householders, '"flie election
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nus conducted in the jno^t peaceable and de-
corous manner. From this circumstance it may
be fairly infcred that no danger -whatever
could result from restoring to the Scottish

burgesses the right of suffrage, of which they
have so long been deprived."

Ibid.
—

"Died, at Arbroath, in the pi'ime of life,

on the 3rd cm't. , Mr David Carey, junior.

Having solely devoted his life to literary pur-

suits, Mr Carey may be said to have been an
author by profession, anid his productions in

this line, both in prose and verse, are numer-
ous and possessed of considerable merit. For
a number of years past he was connected with
the public press in London, where he con-

tinued to reside till lately, but he returned to

his native place in hopes of recovering his

health. Mr Carey for some years conducted
the Inverness Journal for the late Mr Young,
and while here published the long descriptive

poem of Oraig-Phadrick," &c.

October 21.—An account is given of a discovery

of an earthen jar containing a great number
of coins in a high state of preservation. The
jar was found at a depth of about a foot from
the surface of the ground, close by the Grey-

friais Church-yard in Inverness. The appre-

hension that the coins would be claimed by the

Exchequer kept the discovery secret for a time,

but it is stated that boys on the street were
latterly selling them at threepence each. The
coins were silver pennies, many of them Eng-
lish, of the reigns of Henry III., Edward EC.,

and Edward HE., and the rest Scottish, chie%
of Alexander m., Robert I., and David 11. "It

is supposed that the jar contained upwards of

3000 of these silver pennies ; but from the

breaking of the vessel before they were ob-

served and carting away the mould in which

they were found, miany of them must have been

lost." The hoard, it is stated, must have been

deposited about the middle of the 14th cen-

tury, none of the coins being of more modern
date. The claims of the Exchequer had pre-

vented other finds from being reported. "We
know that a few months ago an old woman
found a large horn in the hollow Jrunk of a

tree in the remote district of Arisaig, filled

with ancient coins, but from the fear of being

deprived of them, she doled them out at a

trifle each, and thus have they been lost. Some

years ago a like treasure, to an unknown

amount, was discovered in the old Castle of

Urqiihart, and were instantly sent to the

crucible or otherwise disposed of for the same

reason. We may mention at the same time
32
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that the Exchequer very liberally returned to

Mr Naughten the gold rod found some months
ago near the Druid's Temple at Leys."

Ibid.—A Ladies' Society representing Easter
Hoss, Cromarty, and Sutherland, held its

seventh anniversary at Tain on the 15th inst.

Subscriptions and donations amounted to £70
9s. The money was distributed among vari-

ous missionary and educational societies.

October 28.
—"The representation of the County

of Inverness trill become the subject of extra-

ordinary competition at the next election. The
Right Hon. Charles Grant, the present mem-
ber, the Right Hon. Lord Macdonald, Colonel
Badllie of Leys, M.P. for Headon, and J.

N. Macleod of Maoleod have respectively ad-

dressed the freeholders, SJah the canvass is

proceeding "with great spirit on both sides."

Ibid.—"The Muir of Ord Cattle Market, now the
most important in all the Northern Counties
of Scotland, held last week, and was well at-

tended by dealers from the south country. The
ready sale of stock at former markets and by
private bargains, thinned this last miarket of a

great proportion of cattle. Still, the number
brought forward on this occasion was moder-
ately estimated at 3000, and money exchanged
for stock must have amounted to a sum of

from £10,000 to £12,000. A few jobbers

scoured the country a day or two before the
market opened, and bought a number of in-

ferior beasts, but none of the respectable

dealers had recourse to this practice. The
highest price given was for a lot of slots from
Lord Gower's farm in Sutherlandshire. They
fetched eleven guineas per head ; some say a

few shillings more. It is certain they were
not less. But these cattle were not purchased
by one of tie regular cattle-dealers. The price

" for three-year-old stots ran from £6 to £7 10s ;

two-year-old stots from £5 15s to £7 7s. Some
two-year-old stots belonging,to Lovat brought
£7 10s. Inferior two-year-old stots brought
from £2 15a to £3 10s, and one-year-old stots
of good stamp brought £4. Two fine heifers

belonging to Mr Jeffrey were sold as high as
£7 10s each. Two-year-old heifers were sold
from £3 to £4. Heifers, however, were not in
great request at this market, nor was the mar-
ket for fheep of very great importance. The
greater part of this description of stock hadi

previously been disposed of. Only one lot of
good blackfaced wedders appeared at the mar-
ket, and were sold at 17s each. Some inferior

wedders sold at 10s. Blackfaced ewes fetched
from 6s to 9s. By the evening of Friday last
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the Muir of Ord was cleared of every beast
brought forward ; and consequently the mar-
ket held on the Island, near this town, on the
following day, was one where very little busi-

ness was done. This market has, indeed, for a
long time been falling off. It has almost en-

tirely given way before the Muir of Ord mar-
ket."

Ibid.—Two Excise seizures are reported. One
consisted of 120 gallons of foreign gin, being
part of the cajgo of a lugger, which had been
successfully pursued by a sloop of war. The
gin was found concealed under the sand banks
near CampbeUtown. In the other case a

revenue party seized five horses, removing up-
wards of one hundred gallons of smuggled
whisky in the neighbourhood of Fort-William.

Ibid.—^A bill for amending the forms of Judica-
ture in Scotlajid was at this time under con-

sideration, and was discussed at county meet-

ings. The County of Ross declared "that the

system of administration of justice in Scotland

is so defective in point of form, and is attended

by such delay, expense, and uncertainty, that

a thorough revision of it is highly expedient."

On the other hand, the County of Elgin de-

clared "that in the Coujrt of Session the form
of process is substantially good" ; and the

machinery of the Sheriff Cotirts worked so well

"that any attempt to improve it cannot be very
necessary."

November 4.—A meeting of Highland proprie-

tors was held in Edinburgh to> promote the cause

of Highland education and .make application

on the subject to Grovernment. One speaker

said that he was a member of a Society in In-

verness which had' established 30 schools

;

another said he was a member of a Society in

Edinburgh which had established 80 schools.

Mr Inglis, W.S., said that Highland proprie-

tors were more burdened with expense in edu-

cating the lower orders than proprietors of

any other part of the Kingdom. He also said

"he was assured by a Highland gentleman that

according to the usual mode of conducting edu-

cation in the Highlands, a Highlander might

be enabled to read the whole Bible in English

without understanding a word of it." A letter

circulated by a Highland proprietor stated that

of the male population in the Highlands not

above one-third could speak any English at

all, and not more than one in ten could read

or write it. The women were almost entirely

ignorant of English. "It is a peculiar and very

unfavourable circumstance for a Highlander

that to instruct him with any effect he must
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be taught not one language but two. To read
Gaelic is of no service to him, because there
are no Gaelic books printed. If taught Eng-
lisli writhout Gaelic he learns it by rote with-
out comprehending the sense." A speaker at

the meeting said that, as the result of experi-

ence, he could state that a person having once
been taught to read Gaelic acquired a know-
ledge of English five times easier than if put
to learn English at once. Resolutions were
adopted to further the object of the meet-
ing.

November 11.—^A meeting of the Society for the
Education of the Poor iu the Highlands was
held on the 3rd inst. in the Inverness Town
Hall. There was a crowded attendance, due
to the fact that the member for the county,
the Right Hon. Charles Grant, and his brother,

Mr Robert Grant, were to address the meet-
ing. Their speeches were characterised by an
eloquence and fervour which captivated the
audience, and are commented on in the news-
paper columns. Among the other speakers
were Colonel Baillie of Leys and Provost
Robertson. The report of the meeting extends
to four columns.

i^Tovember 18.—This issue reports an almost unin-

terrupted continuance of wind and rain for

many weeks. "The River Ness, which has
been rising for some weeks, attained yesterday
to such a height as has not been remembered
by the oldest inhabitant in town, and now pre-

sents a magnificent but fearful spectacle. Those
residing on either side of the river found it

necessary to protect their houses by raising tem-
porary embankments for kee^^ng out the water,
which is rolling down with such strength and
rapidity as to create fears for the safety of the
bridges.'" In many districts a large part of

the crop was not only unstacked, but uncut.
November 25.—"In the year 1795 a letter con-
taining a one pound note of the British linen
Company's Bank was addressed by la man in

this town to J. Macdouald, private. Light
Company, 78th Regiment, then in England.
Before the letter arrived at its destination, how-
ever, Macdonald sailed for India, and the letter

followed him. From India it followed him
through the various routes of his Company,
and came back to Inverness about ten years
ago. Shortly before then Macdonald "came
home, and died at Dochfour. There was, there-
fore, no claimant for the letter, and it was re-

turned to the General Post-OflSce. Trnm th'=
ofiice it was again sent after the 78th Regi-
ment, followed it, and about ten days ago wa,<i
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sent back after Macdonald to Invernesa, still

containing the identical one pound note. It

is now claimed by the person who despatched
it, who is still living."

rb:d.—The same issue contains a long account of
the gi-eat fire in Edinburgh which destroyed
the steeple of the Tron Cliuroh.

December 2.—An amusing description of the
Martinmas Market in Inverness is contributed
by a correspondent. Friday was the great day
of the fair. "The whole Highlands seemed to
have poured forth their crop of live stock,

biped and quadruped—in short, there was life

in Inverness' for the few short-lived hours of

the Martinmas Market. Every avenue to the
tovm presented the most amusing pichires and
scenes of humour. The 'whiskies, buggies,
gigs, and dog-carts, curricles and tandems' of

the highest order, down to the lobans of the
lowest potato-monger, thronged in 'every lane

and alley green.' But the town, the town it-

self, was the scene. Doctors and dancing dogs,

ladies and lawyers, clerks and cobblers, minis-

ters and mountebanks, poets and pick-pockets,

puppies and pedlars, soldiers and sailors swelled

the motley group. At one end of the town
one was sure of -getting a smearing of butter

nd a smiRsh of liening pickle, while the finish-

ing touch was reserved for the squeeze among;

the weU-haired blankets upon the Exchange."
There was a horse market, made up of gar-

rons "so lost in hair that but for their size

and want of horns they might be taken for

an incursion of the whole colony of Abriaohan

goats." Now-a-days the market has dwindled

to very small proportions.

Dpcember 9.—A prospectus was issued for the

formation of a wool stapling company in Scot-

land. The promoters included several High-

land proprietors.—^A new set of Imperial

weights and measures came into operation, and

were set forth in this issue.

Der^ember 16.—The Macdonald controversy, re-

lating to the Chiefship, was the subject of fre-

quent correspondence. Several letters appear in

this issue. The controversy was started by
Glengarry, and became very acute between him-

self, Clanranald. and Lord Macdonald.

Ibid.—^A company was formed in Inverness for

supplying the town, with water and lighting it

with "gas. The proposed! capital was £10,000,

a largo proportion of which had been sub-

scribed. Provost Robertson headed the sub-

scription list.

Ibia.—An article appears on Trades Corporations

in Scottish Burghs, "In these privilegeii
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burghs," says the writer, "juntos, consisting

often of not more tiian half-a-dozen persons,

exercise despotic sway in all matters concern'

iug their own craft. They iis high prices,

which are not to be deviated from without
heavy penalties. They limit the number of

apprentices, and prohibit by enormous fines

strangers of the same trade, however skilful,

from entering within their precincts ; and thus

at everjr avenue shut out the communities that
have the happiness to possess them from all

the chances of a fair and free competition."
December 23.—Attention is directed to the case

of certain persons from the County of Banff
brought before the Court of Exchequer for

illicit distillation and having malt and wash in

their possession contrary to the statute. In
one case a verdict was found for the Crown to

the amount of £500 ; in another, £200 ; and
in other two, £100 a-piece. The article states

tJiat the offenders might lay the account of

such heavy penalties to the mistaken clemency
of the Justices of the Peace. If the Justices
declined to do their duty, offenders would be
brought before the Exdhequer with results

such as the above. The writer urged Justices
to perform their statutory functions.

Ibid.—It is announced that under the Act for
providing additional places of worship in the
Higlilands, forty new churches were to be
erected, with stipends attached of £120 a-year.

"The plans and surveys are now in progress,
under the superintendence of Mr Joseph
Mitchell and Mr ijames Smith, of this towri,

and it is expected that operations will be com-
menced' early in spring."

Ibid.
—"The subject of railways with steam car-

riasies at the present moment creates an extra-
ordinary degree of interest in tlie southern
parts of the Kincrdom." Some writers spoke
of vehicles travelling at the rate of 20 miles an
hour. Others believed that in the progress of
im.provement a much higher speed might be
found practicable.

December 30 —^At a meeting of the Society of
Anticjuaries, Mr John Anderson exhibited the
seals of the ancient Bishops of Moray.

Ibid.—^A Society was formed in Edinburgh for
amending the system of Church patronage in
Scotland. The initiatory resolutions were
moved by Mr George Sinclair, yr. of Ulbster.
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APPENDIX.
NOTE A.

A iORRES FAiSIILY OF (iRAlNTS.

Readers of the foregoing annals must have
observed frequent reference to a, family of

Grants from lorres^ who distinguislied themselves
in the public service. They were a remarkable
family. The father, Duncan Grant, was born at

Mullochard, in Strathspey, the seat of a branch
of the Clan Allan sept of the Grants. The house,

an old, quaint building, is still occupied. Duncan
settled in Forres, conducted a business there, and
became a prosperous man. He was made Provost
of the town, an.d purchased a property in the
neighbourhood. He married Jean, who is de-

scribed in an obituary notice of one. of her sons

as the daughter of Robert Grant of Kylimore,
Banffshire. The Highland Lady, Mrs Smith of

Baltiboys (daughter of yir John Peter Grant of

Rothiemurchus) says that Mrs Grant was "well
born of the Arndilly Grants, and very proud she

was of her lineage." Provost Grant died in

1788, leaving his widow with a surviving family

of eight sons and three daughters, one son having
died in infancy before his father. The Highland
Lady says that the widow was known among l.er

friends as "Mirs Pro," and implies that she had a
struggle to set out her sons in the world. The suc-

cess of most of them was remarkable. Two were
knighted, one became a Judge in the Supreme
Ckiurt of Madras, one a Colonel in the Madras
Army, and another, Colquhoun Grant, lives in

the pages of Napier as the most capable intelli-

gence officer in the army of Wellington. The
youngest daughter was mari-ied to Sir James Mac-
grigor, a distinguished medical officer, w):o be-

came a knight and a baionet. The mother of this

notable family died at Forres in 1825, and a tomb-
stone in their burying-place records as follows

the family history :
—

Sacred to the Memory of

Duncan Grant, Esq. of Lingieston,

Provost of Forres,

Who died at Bath on the 1st of January 1788,

Aged 59 years,

and of

Mrs Jean Grant, his Widow,
Who died on the 11th of October 1825,

Aged 82 years,

Having been left with a young and numerous
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family, she devoted herself to the discliarge
of her duties to them in a manner that secured

her the esteem of all that knew her.

Also then- Children

—

Hugh, their 9th son, who died in infancy in
1782,

Archibald, their 4th son. Midshipman in the
Southampton Frigate, who lost his life by
volunteering a hazardous duty in 1793, aged
18 years.

Robert, their 7th son, who died at Forres in

1795, aged 17 years.

Duncan, their 6th son. Captain in the 78th High-
land Regiment, who fell when gallantly lead-
ing on the escalade at Ahmedneggor, in India,
on the 8ih of August 1803, aged 26 year*.

He was an officer of great promise, and much
beloved in that distinguished corps, in which
he had served from the time of its first en-

rolment.
Walter, their eldest son, Master in Equity of the

Supreme Court of Judicature at Madras, who
died there on the 5th of November 1807, aged
38 years. His memory will be long cherished
by his relatives and a numerous circle of

friends. He was a dutiful son, an affection-

ate brother, and highly eminent in official

capacity.

Colquhoun, their 8th son, Lieut. -Colonel of the

54th Regiment, and Assistant Quartermaster-
General of the Army in the Peninsula and
Netherlands, commanded by the Duke of Wel-
lington. This distinguished officer was in

charge of the Intelligence Department of these
Armies during the whole of their campaigns.
He died at Aix-la-Chaipelle on the 28th of

September 1829, aged 49 years.

Alexander, their 3rd son, who died 5th Septem-
ber 1834.

Lewis, their 5th son, who died 26th January
1852.

James Robert, their 2nd son, who died 12th Janu-
ary 1864.

Elizabeth Anne, their eldest daughter (widow of

Colonel Lewis Grant), who died 7th April

1850,

And Jane Duff, their 2nd daughter, who died

21st June (year indistinct).

This additional tablet was erected in 1871 by their

youngest daughter, the only survivor of the

family. Dame Mary Macgrigor (widow of Sir

James Macgrigor, Bart., K.C.B.), who died

1st April 1872.

This is a modest record, which avoids mention of

the honours attained by the sons who survived

Colquhoun. The names were, of course, inscribed
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at widely different dates. In the "Courier" of
October 19th 1825, there is a short obituary notice
of Mrs Provost Grant, which will appear in its

place in our Notes, but may be quoted here. It
is as follows:—"Died, at i'orres, on the 11th
inst. , aged: 82, Mrs Jean Grant, relict of the late
Duncan Grant, Esq., Provost of Forres. This
much-respected lady having been deprived of her
valuable husband while their numerous family
were young, had great merit and satisfaction in
their progress in life. It is remarkable that at one
period of the late war she had not, out of six

sons in the service of their country, one in
Europe ; but three of them having accidentally re-

turned to the parental roof just previous to her
decease, they had the melancholy satisfaction of

solacing her latter moments and of attending her
remains to the grave."
The eighth son, Colquhoun, had the most strik-

ing career in the family. He must not be con-
fused with another officer, Lieut. -General Sir

Colquhoun Grant, who distinguished himself in

the Peninsula and at Waterloo, and who sprang
from the Grants of Gartonbeg. The Forres Col-

quhoun was a younger man, born in 1780.

Through the interest of General James Grant of

Ballindolloch, he obtained in 1795 an ensigncy in

the 11th Foot, before he had completed] his 15th
year. He was, however, allowed to remain in a
military school near London untO, in the follow-

ing year, he obtained his lieutenancy. His
special aptitudes were brilliantly shown in the

Peninsular War. By his facility for acquiring

languages, his faculty for ingratiating himself

with the peasantry and obtaining their confidence,

and his wonderful shrewdness, tact, and skill in

discovering the plans of the enemy, Grant became
an Intelligence Officer of extraordinary expertness

and resource. Many of his adventures were of

the most romantic kind. As he always wore his

uniform he could not be regarded or treated; as a

spy. A good account of his services,

though necessarily abridged, appears in the

Dictionary of National Biography. The late Sir

Felix Mackenzie, Forres, was good enough to

send us a series of Notes, which the received

from an old lady, a relative of the Grants, who
died some years ago, upwards of nine.ty years

of age. This lady did not know who had

written the Notes, but they are interesting and

characteristic, and were probably jotted down
from personal reminiscences. The opening pas-

sage may be quoted :
—

"At one period of the time when the British

army oceupied the heights of Torres Vedras, a

33
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scarcity of iprovisions began to be felt owing to

contrary winds and non-arrival of some trans-

ports. A group of officers of the 11th Regiment
lying on the ground were conversing on this sub-

ject, when one of them, a Captain of the Light
Company, surprised them by an offer to find his

way to the distant mountains (if he could ob-
tain leave), and procure supplies for the troops

both of cattle and corn. The army of the enemy
under Massena lay between them and the snow-
capped mountains he pointed to, but the offer was
made by our friend G'olquhoun Grant, and there-

fore not to be lightly treated. The 11th Regi-

ment came from Maderia to Portugal, and whilst

stationed at the former place Grant had learned

the Portuguese language. He had also gained
some knowledge of the country he was now going
to explore alone, in the course of service with his

regiment, before the army fell back on the formid-

able lines where they now defended Lisbon.

"In a couple of days Grant started, Lord Wel-
lington having previously had some conversation

with him, giving him leave of absence and a com-
mand of money. He completely succeeded in his

daring enterprise. He got to the mountainous
district, and there stationing himself, he com-
pletely drained the country of all its surplus pro-

duce and got the same safely transported round
the fiank of the French army into the British

camp. By means of his old friends, the Labra-
dores of the neighbourhood, the intelligence soon
spread where ready money was to be had for all

the grain and the sheep and oxen that could be
spared, and for days long trains of mules laden

with the former and thousands upon thousands of

the latter came winding up the passes from the
country beyond to Grant's snug station on the
mountains. He thus restored plenty to our camp
by exhausting the resources of the enemy, which
made Massena leave Portugal and rendered his re-

treat so disastrous.

"This, I think, was the first service which
brought Grant into notice and gained him the

entire confidence of Lord Wellington, who ever
afterwards entei-tained a strong personal regard
for him. The tact and talent he had displayed

in this instance immediately gained him further
employment, and he was sent off to watch the
enemy's movements as they continued hovering
about. He sent off daily (sometimes hourly) in-

telligence to headquarters, which frequently was
of the utmost importance to the Commander-in-
Qiief, and was always delivered into his own
hands by his express orders, that no time might
be lost by its passing through the ordinary chan-
nels of official communication."
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The writer goes on to saj that in the houses of
tho farmers Grant always met with the kindest
reception, and such was his reliance on their
good faith that after supper he sometimes joined
in their dances, and afterv/ards went to bed and
slept soundly within a hundred yards of a French
sentry or videtue. "He was practically ac-

quainted with the whole construction of the
French army through all its divisions and sub-
divisions. He even knew the uniform of eveiy
Fi-ench regiment in the country, and was always
provided with a good telescope and maps."
Napier describes Grant as possessing "tLe
utmost daring so mixed with subtlety of

genius and both so tempered with discretion,

that it is hard to say which quality predomi-
nated." In another passage he speaks of him as
" this generous and spirited and yet gentle-

minded man." Napier gives a detailed account
of Grant's capture by the French Marshal,
Marmont, and the series of incidents that
followed. Marmont seemed to be in doubt of

his identity. There was a spy named John
Grant in the service of Wellington, a man in his

own line of extrardinary astuteness. The French
Marshal appeared to admit that Colquhouti Grant
had been captured in uniform, and was entitled to
consideration , but hewas desperatelyanxiou s to get
rid of him. He therefore exacted a special parole

that he would not consent to be released by the
guerilla bands on his journey through Spain to

France. " But Marmont also sent a letter with
the escoit to the Governor of Bayonno, in which,
still labouring under the error that there was only
one Grant, he designated his captive as a danger-

ous spy, who had done infinite mischief to the

French army, and whom he had only not executed

on the spot out of respect to something resembl-

ing a uniform which he wore at the time of his

capture. He, therefore, desired that at Bayonne
he should be placed in irons and sent up to Paris."

Grant got wind of the contents of this letter, and
so managed that its delivery was delayed, and
that he was enjoying a pleasant trip to Paris in

company with a French officer before the

Governorof Bayonne could intercept him. At Paris

he had an agreeable time, and then found means
to move down to the mouth of the Loire, and
to have himself transferred by French fishermen

to a British ship. The last part of the adventure

was the most exciting and dangerous. The
whole story may be read at length in Napier's

History of the Peninsular War, but is too

long for quotation here. When Grant

reached England he obtained permission to

send back in exchange a French oificer of equal
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rank with himself. He then returned to the
Peninsula 'and within four months from the
date of his first capture was again on the Tormes
watching Marmont's army." There is Uttle cause
to wonder that Wellington placed great confidence

in him. Meanwhile his position on the British staff

was that of D.jputy Assistant Adjutant-General.
After his escape he was employed as Intelligence

Officer during the rest of the Peninsular War.
Ho became brevet Lieutenant Colonel and Major
in his regiment in 1814.

When the Waterloo Campaign began, the Duke
of Wellington at once availed himself of Colqu-
houn Grant's services, placing him in charge of the
Intelligence Departmeut of the Army with the
rank of Assistant Adjutant-General. In this

position Grant did admirable work. He actually
sent to Wellington information of Napoleon's in-

tention to fight in the neighbourhood of Water-
loo, though bj' a blunder—if blunder it can be
called—on the part of another officer, the message
was not delivered to the Duke until the battle
had begun. T he story is told in a paper drawn
up by Sir William Napier, and published in
Napier's Life, edited by his son in-law Lord
Aberdare. The paper was forwarded by Sir

William to the Duke of Cambridge in the hope
that it would be useful to Colquhoun'a son. We
quote the passage in question :

—
"When Napoleon returned from Elba, the Duke

instantly called Grant from the Military College
at Famham to Belgium to take charge of the in-

telligence department. Before a week had passed
he discovered and engaged a man and his wife,

people peculiarly fitted for his pijrpose, to go to
Paris as spies ; from thence they transmitted con-
stant and sure intelligence, having by some means
access to the French Bureau de la Guerre. On
the 15th June this man sent a note which I have
seen noted thus by the Duke of Wellington in his

own hand :

—
'Received from Grant, June 18th, at

11 o'clock,' that is to say, just as the battle of

Waterloo was commencing. This document and
its story is remarkable. Had it been received, as

it ought to have been, two days before the battle,

no surprise of the allies could have happened,
and the great battle would probably have been
fought and easily won on the banks of the
Sambre. The contents ran in substance and I

think nearly in words, besides a great deal of

minor information
—

'Les routes sont combr^es de
troupes et de materiel, les officiers de toutes grades

parlent haut que la grande bataille sera livr^e

avant trois Jours.'

"Why was this important notice withheld from
the Duke until it was too late? Grant was far
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in advance of the British outposts to be near his
agents ; other agents were employed by the Duke
in various directions, and to ensure the regular
transmission of their reports, General Dombeiy
was placed at Conde (I think) as an intermediate
authority. That General mistook his position,

and fancied he was to jndge of tie importance
a.nd value of the reports. Hence, on receiving

Grant's important letter, he sent it back, saying
that, BO far from convincing him that the Emperor
was advancing for battle, it assured him of the
contrary. Grant instantly conveyed the letter

direct to the Duke, but it only reached him on
the field of Waterloo !—too late to be useful, but
furnishing a convincing proof of Grant's great
talent ; for never was intelligence more complete,

more exact, or more important, procured for a

General in such grave circumstances."

At a later date Grant was promoted Lieutenant-

Colonel of the 54th Foot. Ho commanded »
brigade during the first Burmese War, and was
made a C B. In Burmah, however, ho contracted

a fever, and his health broke down. He sold out

of the service in 1829, and died the same year at

Aix-la-Chapelle, where a monument was erected

to him in the Protestant cemetery. In his later

years, we fear, he suffered from disappMntment.
Tardy promotion, combined with exile and fever,

was poor recognition for the services he had
rendered.
A few words may be given to other members of

the familj', culled in part from notices in the pages

of the "Courier." Colonel Alexander Grant,

C.B., died in 1834. We have been unable to

trace any particulars regarding him beyond the

fact that he was a distinguished Madras officer.

General Sir Lewis Grant died 26th January 1852.

He entered the array in 1794 as Lieutenant in the

97th Regiment, and his other commissions are

dated as follows :—Captain in 1796, Major in

1802, Lieutenant-Colonel in 1804, Colonel in 1813,

Major-General in 1819, Lieutenant-General in

1837, and General in November 1851. He served

with Sir Ralph Abercromby in the West Indies,

and in 1820 was appointed military governor of

the Bahama Islands. In 1831 he was knighted,

and in 1839 became Colonel of the 96th regi-

ment.
Sir James Robert Grant, C.B., K.H., died 12th

January 1864, at Basford, near Nottingham.

Born at Forres in 1773, he was in his 91st year.

The obituary in the " Times" says that he served

as a medical officer of the army throughout the

whole of the European war, and was chief of the

medical department at Waterloo. He was one

of the few who served in the first and last
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campaigns of the war, namely that of 1793 and
that of 1815. He received the order of St Anne
of Russia from the Emperor Alexander in person
for his services to the Eussian army in France
under Count Woronzow.
The youngest daughter of the family, Mary,

was, as we have said, married to Sir James
Macgrigor, M.D. , a distinguished army surgeon,
born at Cromdale, Inverness-shire, in 1771; died
in 1858. He was the eldest son of Colquhoun
Macgrigor, merchant in Aberdeen, by his wife
Anne, daughter of Lewis Grant of Lethendry,
Strathspey. Macgrigor entered the aimy as a
surgeon in 1793; saw service in various parts
of the world and rose rapidly; in 1811 was
appointed chief of the medical staff of Welling-
ton's army in the Peninsula, and was with the
array from Ciudad Rodrigo, to Toulouse. In
1814 he was knighted. Wellington said of him

—

"He is one of the most industrious, able, and
successful public servants I have ever met with."
In 1815 Sir James was appointed Director-General
of the Army Medical Department, and held the
post until 1851. Sir James originated two
benevolent societies in connection with the Army
Medical Service which have proved highly suc-

cessful. He was also the author of numerous
publications. Sir James was created a baronet
in 1830, and died in 1858 aged 87. His widow
died in 1872.

There are few families which can show such a
record as the family of Provost Duncan Grant,
of Forres. Yet in the region where they were
bom only a man here and there knows that they
ever lived ! Sic transit.
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NOTE B.

THE ANGLO-INDIAN GRANTS.

CHARLES GEANT.

Highlanders must excuse us for the head-
ing of this note which treats of Charles
Grant, of Indian fame, and his sons, Lord
Glenelg and Sii- Robert Grant. They were
genuine Highlanders by long descent, but
the name Anglo-Indian has come into com-
mon use and has an underatood meaning.

Charles Grant, the elder, was a man of re-
markable talent and character, who caryed
out for himself a career of eminent useful-
ness and dignity. His portrait adorns the
Court-House of Inverness Castle, painted by
Raeburn at the cost of his admirers in the
county which he long represented. In our
Northern Not«s Charles Grant's name repeat-
edly occurs during the first twenty-three years
of the nineteenth century. As one of the
Directors of the East India Company and for
a time Ciiairmau of the Board, he possessed
an influence which he exercised for the
beneiit of the Eastern population under
British sway, and for the promotion of

religion. He was the friend of Wilbeifoice,
of Zachary Macaulay (the father of Lord Mac-
aulay), and of other eminent men. He would
probably have been Governor-General of

India if he had not been obliged by family
reasons to return home in middle life. It

was through his exertions that India was
opened to missionary effort, a policy that
the Company long opposed. He took an
active part in promoting the construction of

the Caledonian Canal and opening up the
Highlands by the construction of roads, and
he gave valuable assistance to the cause of

education. Through his patronage many
young Highlanders found openings in the
East. He was a man of strict integrity and
of indomitable purpose, broad-minded, clear-

sighted, and of great administrative ability.

His life, unfortunately, has not been
written at any length. There is

an interesting account of him, how-
ever, in Dr George Smith's book, "Twelve
Indian Statesmen," and another in the
Dictionary of National Biography. Refer-

ences to his family are to be found in Mr
William Mackay's History of TTrquhart and
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Grlenmoriston. Shortly after his death a
sketch of his career appeared in a London
magazine calledl the "Christian Guardian,"
which was partly reproduced in our columns
at the time. Some of his speeches are re-

ported in old newspaper files. We believe
it is possible that a biography of him may
yet be published, but meantime something
may be said here of himself and his family
in supplement to what has appeared in previ-

ous pages.

Charles Grant was born at the farm house
of Aldourie on the 16th of April 1746, the
day of the battle of CuUoden. His father,

Alexander Grant, fought at the battle on the
side of Prince Charles, and was wounded.
It is sometimes said that he was killed, but
this was not the case ; on the contrary, he
was very much alive and active during the
retreat as well as on the battlefield. On
account of his skill with his weapon, he was
kn&wn as the Swordsman. Alexander was a
scion of the Shewglie branch of the House of

Grant, and tenant of the farm of Easter
Inchbrine, or Balbeg, in Glen-Urquhart. He
was an applicant for the post of forester on
the Urquhart estate when the troubles in

the Gleu broke out, but forfeited his claim
by joining a contingent for the Prince's army.
The Chief of Grant favoured the Han-
overian side, but many of his clansmen in

Glen-Urquhart acted against his wishes. The
contingent above-mentioned was led by two
of ShewgKe's sons, Robert and Alexander,
cousins of the Swordsman. The ardent
tenant of Balbeg had a brother named
James, who was so badly wounded at CuUoden
that he died in his aunt's house at Cradlehall
a few hours after his flight from the field.

The Swordsman himself, though wounded in

the head, not only escaped, but helped others
on the way. Mr Mackay writes :

—
"He [Alexander] saved Somerled Dubh Mac-

donald by severing a trooper's arm w'hich was
raised to strike mm. Wishing to avoid the
streets of Inverness, he ajid his companions
passed by the town, and forded! the Ness above
the Islands. William Macmillan, from the
Braes, was being hard-pressed in mid-stream by
a trooper, when Grant stole behind, and with a
stroke of his sword brought horse and rider into
the water. His next stroke cleft the Enghsh-
man's head in two."

Alexander made good his escape, but was
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obliged to remain in hiding for two years.
His little propea-ty, says Dr Smith, was
ruined by depredations. At a later date,
like many otlier Highlanders, he took ser-
vice under the Government wLich he bad
resisted at CuUoden. "As a Volunteer with
the prospect of a commission, which he
obtained, he joined one of two Highland
regiments raised to reinforce the army in
America, and at the siege of the Havana held
a small fort through the extremes of famine
ti'l he was relieved. His solitary wife was
helped to bring up her children by Grant of
Shewglie, the head of the family, whose own
father had diedl in prison, a victim of the
rebellion." We have found no record of the
death of Alexander Grant, which probably
took place abroad. His wife, Margaret Mao-
bean, removed to the house of her father,
who was tenant of the fai'm of Aldourie, vrhen
her husband joined the Prince's army. There
accordingly Charles Grant was born, as we
have said, on the day of the battle of Cul-
loden, and] was named after the Prince. It
may be mentioned that neaily twenty years
afterwards Sir James Mackintosh was born
in the neighbouring mansion-house of Al-
dourie.
The family seems to have soon returned

to Glen-Urquhart. Young Charles received
the first part of his education at the school
of Milton, in TTrquhart, founded by the
Society for the Propagation of Christian
Knowledge. He was next sent by a relative

to a school at Elgin, and had just left it, at

the age of fourteen, when he was recom-
mended to William Forsyth, a merchant and
shipowner in Cromarty, who happened to

pay a visit to his Elgin kinsmen. The life

of Forsyth has been written by Hugh Miller.

He had served for a short time in a counting
house in London, but returned on the death
of his father to Cromarty, where he carried

on an extensive business and exercised con-

siderable influence in the district. Forsyth
himself had experiences in connection with
the rising of the '45. He had been taken
prisoner by a party of Highlanders who
visited Cromarty, and kept for a day or two
at Inverness before being liberated. From
a neighbouring hill he witnessed the smoke
of Culloden. Mr Forsyth was a man of

capacity and education, and treated his

young assistant with great kindness. Miller

says that Mr Forsyth furnished Charles

Grant with books, introduced him to his more
intelligent and influential friends, and helped
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him with his purse and his advice. In this

situation he remained for about five years.

Then at the age of nineteen Charles went tO'

London to enter the counting house of Alex-
ander Grant, one of the SliewgKe brothers
who fought by the side of his father at Cul-
loden. In the interval Alexander had been
in India serving under Olive, and had re-

turned' to London to carry on business as an
East India merchant in Bedford Row. In
1767, at the age of twenty-one, Charles set

out for Bengal, with what object is not
clearly told ; but no doubt bearing recom-
mendations from his London relative. His
character and talents appear to have impressed
those with whom he came into contact at
every period of his life. Soon after his

arrival in Bengal he was selected for em-
ployment by Richard Becher, a mem-
ber of the Indian Council, who was anxious
to obtain qualified and trustworthy subordi-
nates. Gfrant's services were of immense
value in the terrible famine of 1769-70, which
taxed to the utmost all the resources of the
Government. Here we may quote a passage
in which Dr Smith sets forth the chief points
of his career :

—
"Charles Grant saw and mitigated the greatest

famine on record, wliich swept off four millions
of human beings in Bengal, Behar, and Orissa.
He purged the Company's government of abuses
at the worst period of its history. A friend' of
the great missionary, Schwartz, and succourer
of Kiernajider, the first Protestant missionary
to Bengal, he helped WiUiam Carey to Seram-
pore, he sent out the evangelical chaplains
through Simeon, he founded Haileybuiry College,
he was the chief agent in the institution of the
Church Missionary and Bible Societies, he fought
for the freedom of the African slave as wisely
as for the enlightenmient of the caste-bound
Hindu. He was the authority from whom Wil-
berforce dterived at once the impulse and know-
ledge whidh gained the first battles for tolera-
tion in the East India Coinpany's Charters of
1793 and 1813. Above all, Chairles Grant wrote
in 1792 the noblest treatise on the Asiatic sub-
jects of Great Britain, and the means of im-
proving their moral condition, which the Eng-
lish language has even yet seen. Printed by the
House of Commons in 1813, that, too, is for-
gotten like its author. But in both the historian
of the civilisation of our Indian Empire will re-
cognise the most remairkahle factors of the pro-
gress and the happiness of a population amount.
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ing a century later, to two hundred aad eighty-
six millions of human beings."

Most of what is mentioned in this passage
was to come at later stages of his life, but
Cnarles Grant became early acquainted with
the horrors of famine on an unexampled scale.
A young man of three and twenty, still new
to his post in Bengal, he was called upon to
assist his chief in the terrible calamity which
fell upon the province. Night and day they
laboured for the relief of the people, saving
many lives, though many also perished.
Painful as the task was, tlie experience no
doubt played an important part in develop-
ing Grant's administrative powers. His
health broke down under the strain, and in
the end of 1770 Grant sailed for England. On
his return he wrote a defence of Becher, who
liad been traduced by the French rivals of
the Company for his conduct in connection
with the famine. During his stay at home
Grant married Jane, daughter of Thomas
Fraser, a, younger son of the Balnain
family. As a writer on the Bengal
establishment, he returned with his wife
to India, arriving at Calcutta in June
1773. On his way out a friend who accom-
panied him. Lieutenant Fergusson, was killed
in. a duel which he was forced to fight at Cape
Town, and Grant insisted on an investiga-
tion, which made the case famous. The next
seventeen years of his life were spent in

India. During the greater part of the period
Warren Hastings was Governor-General, and
placed high value on his services. As Factor
and Secretary to the Board of Trade, Grant
showed so much ability that Hastings, in

course of time, gave him the prize of the ser-

vice as commercial resident in charge of the
Silk Manufactory at Malda. Here he not
only enjoyed a large salary, but was entitled

to certain commissions which enriched him
so rapidly that he became sensitive on the

subject. To satisfy his own feelings, ho
asked the Governor-General to have his pri-

vate books examined alon^ with his pubHc
accounts. Lord Comwallis, who was now
at the head of affairs, made a careful investi-

gation, and returned the books with an
official expression that he wished all servants

of the Company were equally scrupulous. At
the same time his lordship promoted him
to the direct superintendence of the whole
trade of the Company in Bengal. In this

position Grant detected and exposed a series

of fraudulent practices, which were hi"'hlv in-
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juiious to tiie interests of the Company. In
1790 tiie s^tate of Jiis wife's healtii obliged

him to return home. Dr Smith says that un-

less he had taken tliis step, he would cer-

tainly in a few years have been made Gover-
nor-Uenerai instead ot his friend and .iunior,

Shore, afcerwards Lord TeiRmnouth. "Liord

Cornwallis declared his services to be so essen-

tial to the interests of the Govermnent that

for any less urgent reason he v/ould have in-

sisted on his remaining in India."

Having settled at Ciapham, nsar London,
Grant, m 1792, wrote an essay entitled

"Observations on the State of Society Among
the Asiatic Subjects of Great Britain." P'or

a time he kept it beside him in manuscript
as an expression of his mature convictions

and a guide to his conduct. In 1793 he was
elected a Director of the East India Com-
pany, and in 1797 laid his treatise before his

colleagues. Though they did not share his

views they availed themselves of his talent as

an administrator. By bis knowledge of busi-

ness he introduced reforms which saved the
Company large sums in freightage. An effort

was made by some interested persons to pre-

vent his return to the Directorate ; but they
failed so completely that the attempt was not
renewed. In 1802 Grant v/as elected Mem-
ber of Parliament for his native county of

Inverness. In 1804 he was chosen Deputy-
Chairman of the Court of East India Direc-

tors, and Chairman in 1805. Four times he
was chosen to one or other of these of&ces.

In 1813, in connection with the renewal of

the Company's Charter, Grant's treatise on
Indian atfairs was laid before the House of

Commons, by whose orders it was printed.

His policy was to introduce light and civilisa-

tion to India through four channels; viz.,

b_y the English language and ht«rature ; by
ine mechanical science of the West ; by im-
proved modes of agriculture ; and by the dif-

fusion of the Christian religion. He was
entirely opposed to the anti-missionary spirit

which had characterised the Company. In pre-
vious years he had checkmated their intoler-

ance by encouraging the Danish missionaries
at Serampore, and by having chaplains of an
evangelical spirit sent out to Bengal. "In
1813 he triumphed in the Charter which not
only organised a double establishment of
bishops and chaplains for the British settlers
in India, but practically allowed missionaries
and teachers free access to the natives, and
granted funds for the enlightened education
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of the people." Years, however, had to pass
before some of his ideas were can-ied into
practice.

rhe religious character of Charles Grant is
apparent from what has been written above.
Hugh Miller traces his piety to early impres-
sions received at Cromarty. However this
may be, his chai-acter seems to have received
its fintil stamp on his second voyage to India
in 1773, when he made lue acquaintance of
the Danish missionary, Schwartz, followed
soon aftenvards by communication with a
Swedish evangehst named Kiemander.
Grant's piety was of that deep and
pervading kind which influences the whole
life and conduct. So far as it was possible
to do so. He fostered reUgious work during
his residence in India. The "Christian
Guardian" in 1824 says:—"He contributed
500 rupees towards the bmldimr of St John's
Church in Calcutta, and assisted in procuring
valuable materials from a distance. When
the Protestant Mission Church was in 1787
placed unuer sequestration by the Sheriff of
Calcutta to answer for the debts of its pro-
prietor, Mr Grant nobly stepped forward,
advanced from his purse the sum of 10,000
rupees [about £1250], at which the church
was valued, and immediately placed the pro-
perty, thus secured from desecration, in trust
for sacred and charitable purposes for ever,
constituting Mr W. Chambers, the Rev.
David Browne, and himself as the first

trustees. But for this large pecuniai-y sacri-

fice, the services of Mr Browne would very
probably have been lost to India ; and the
great and effectual door opened to the labours
of a Buchanan, a Thomason, and many others
might have remained effectually closed." The
Mr Browne here mentioned was an earnest
and devoted chaplain of the Church of Eng-
land. Oq his return home, Mr Grant as-

sccjated himself with the religious and phil-

anthropic work of Wilberforce and his friends,

to whom he was an inspiring and directing
force. In the same spirit he encouraged and
assisted religious work and the planting of

new churches in the Highlands. The late

James Suter states that Sunday schools were
first established in Inverness by Charles
Grant. Another authority says that "he in-

troduced Sunday sdhools in Scotland, and
for 20 years personally supported two of

them." There may be some confusion in

the latter sentence between Scotland and the
Highlands. Grant for many yeajs attended
St John's Chapel, Bedford Bow, the head-
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quarters of the evangelical pai'ty in London.
The incumbent, the Rev. Daniel Wilson, who
preached his funeral sermon, d'welt specially

on his friend's uprightness, his love of

justice, his diligence and activity, his spiri-

tuality of mind, and consistency of conduct.
In 18o2, mainly through the influence of Mr
Grant's sons, Lord Glenelg and Sir Robert,
Mr Wilson was appointed Bishop of Calcutta.
Both in this country and in India Bishop
Wilson had a high reputation for eloquence,
zeal, and usefulness.

Charles Girant became proprietor of the
estate of Waternish, and represented the
county of Inverness from 1802 till 1818, re-

tiring in the latter year in favour of his

eldest son. He promoted the scheme for
the construction of the Caledonian Canal and
roads and bridges in the Highlands, and was
active in every public movement for the wel-
fare of the district. He was a friend of Sir
J. P. Grant of Rothiemurchus, who was then
an active politician (he sat for Grimsby), and
took a prominent part in county affairs. Sir
John's daughter says—"The North country
owed Charles Grant much ; we got canals,
roads, bridges, cadetships, and writerships,
in almost undue proportion." It may safely
be said, however, that no one received any
appointment whose qualifications would not
bear scrutiny. Grant naturally favoured the
people whom be knew and respected. In
Parliament he favoured the Catholic claims
for emancipation, and opposed the warlike
policy of Lord Wellesley in India. His prac-
tical sagacity seems to have been his most
conspicuous intellectual feature. With the
insight and wisdom of a statesman, he left his
mark on the conduct of Indian affairs. Dr
Smith says that he anticipated men like the
Lawrences and their school, making it pos-
sible for them to become what they were.
Grant also possessed no small share of literary
power, though he did not aspire to be a
writer. His last years were spent in a house
in Russell Square, London, where he died in
October 1823. He left three sons, of whom
two, Charles and Robert, became eminent.
One of his daughters was married to Samuel
March Phillips, some time Under-Secretary
of State for the Home Department, and
the other to Patrick Grant of Lochletter and
Redcastle. Charles Grant's widow died in

1827.
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LORD GLENELG AND SIB EOBEBT GRAKT.

The sons of Charles Grant, senior, who
acquired distinotion were Charles and Robert,
the elder born in 1778 and the youno-er in
1779. They were born in India, and came
home with their father in 1790. Together
they were entered as students of Magdalene
College, Cambridge, in 1795. In 1801 Charles
was fourth wrangler and senior Chancellor's
medallist; Robert was third wrangler and
second Chanoellor's medallist. It was a
singular distinction for two brothers to be so
closely associated in the honours' hst of the
same year. The senior wrangler was Henry
Martyn, afterwards the famous missionary.
Let us follow, in the first instance, the

career of Charles Grant. In 1802 he gained
the Members' Prize for a Latin essay, and
was elected to a fellowship at his College. In
1805 he won a prize offered by Cffaudius
Buchanan, of the Fort-William College in
Bengal, for a poem on "The Restoration of
Learning in the East." It is in the style of
Dryden and Pope, in the heroic couplet, and
much above the average of prize poems. All
his life Charles indulged in poetical composi-
tion, often spattering original verr.es in play-
ful form in his letters to his friends. In 1807
he was called to the bar at Lincoln's Inn, but
did not practice. He was an early contribu-
tor to the "Quarterly Review," and mixed in
literary and political circles. The sources of

information for his career are the Dictionary
of National Biography, and memoirs which
appeared at the time of his death, which
occurred in April 1866. One of these
memoirs was in the "Inverness Courier,"
written by the late Dr Carruthera, who was
a supporter of Grant in the contests for the
representation for the County in the thirties.

The sketch which follows is to a considerable
extent a summary of this article. It may be
desirable, however, at this point to give a
few facts and dates so as to avoid details in
subsequent paragraphs. Charles Grant
entered Parliament as representative of the
Inverness Burghs in November 1811. He
retained the seat until 1818, when he suc-

ceeded his father as member for the County,
and continued to represent the constituency
until his elevation to the peerage as Lord
Glenelg in 1835. In 1813 he was made a
Lord of the Treasury, under Lord Liverpool

;

in 1819, Chief Secretary for Ireland and a
Priyy Councillor ; in 1823, Vice-President of
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the Board of Trade ; and in 1827, President
of the Board of Trade and Treasurer of the
Navy in Canning's administration. In June
1828 he resigned ofl&ce with other members of
the Canningite party. In 1830 he became
President of the Board of Control, under
Earl Grey, and held the same office in Lord
Melbourne's first Ministry tiU its resignation
in November 1834. In 1835 he was appointed
Colonial Secretary in liord Melbourne's
second Ministry, being at the same time raised
to the peerage. The period of his administra-
tion was, however, marked by troubles in
South Africa and in Canada, and in Febru-
ary 1839 he resigned office, and spent the re-

mainder of his life in retirement.
Soon after entering the House of Commons,

Charles Grant distinguished himself by
several brilliant speeches, which attracted the
attention of Lord Liverpool, and secured him
his first post in the Government. Though
all his life a shy, diffident man, he had an am-
bition to excel as a speaker. To his friend,

Lady Hood, afterwards Mrs St-ewart Mac-
kenzie of Seaforth, he writes of one of his

early appearances—"You advise me to speak
and not be shy. The papers will show you
that I have followed your advice, and, to say
the truth, have succeeded better than I ex-
pected. I spoke in favour of the Catholics,
and received many compliments, but from no

Earson more agreeable than from your friend
ady Spencer. Grant was the first Secre-

tary for Ireland who sought to carry out con-
ciliatory measures. He endeavoured to sup-
press Orange demonstrations, to secure the
mipartial administration of justice, and to
devise a system of national education adapted
for Catholics as well as Protestants. He
drew attention also to the defects in the police
and the magistracy, and proposed important
reforms which were carried out at a later
date. Some of his colleagues in the Irish
administration did not approve of his liberal

views, and friction arose. Transferred to the
Board of Trade, Grant supported the policy
of Huskisson for the relaxation of restrictions

on commerce, on shipping, on silk manufac-
tures, and other articles. The rupture which
took place after Canning's death affected the
future of political parties and the fortunes of
political personages. Grant was out of

office when the Duke of Wellington and Sir
Robert Peel passed the Act for the Emancipa-
tion of Catholics, but he approved of the
measure, and gave it his cordial support.
When he returned to office as President of the
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Board of Control, he took a leading part in
the revision 6f the Charter of the East India
Company, and was able to carry a compro-
mise, which settled for a period the relations
of the Company to the Imperial Govern-
ment.
For many vears Mr Grant sat secm'ely as

member for the County of Inverness, but the
introduction of the First Reform Bill dis-
turbed all existing political relations. He
had then to defend his change of opinion in
favour of Reform, but he did so manfully,
by an open, explicit acknowledgment of the
fact. Some of his oratorical utterances are
worthy of note. "My reading of the consti-
tution," he said, "is that it contains within
itself a principle of self-renovation, that as
in early loriods it was suited to the petty
wants and minor exigencies of an infant
people, so it has grown with their growth
and strengthened with their strength, and is

capable, by the fulness and freeness and sta-
bility of its movements, to meet all the
capacities and exigencies of a great and Im-
perial nation." Speaking of the term "De-
structives" hurled against the Whigs, he
said :

—
"The true Conservative principle is wise and

seasonable improvement. The true Destructive
principle is resistance to all improvement till you
become the victims of innovation. It is easy for

a statesman to fold his arms and say
—

'I take my
stand upon the institutions of the country ; I will

admit of no alteration.' But all is change around
him. Nature changes, the seasons change, time
and circumstances change ; mind and man-
ners change; the relations of States,

the interests and obligations of nations,

the wants and feelings and habits of mankind

—

all change. Yet the statesman resists I In the

meantime the waters gather round (him, the

stonn beats over his head, and he is engulfed in

the abyss which his folly had dug under his feet.

The true sagacity of the statesman is to observe

the nature and course of coming events, to cal-

culate their dimensions by the' shadows they

cast before ; to observe what the progress of

society and the variation of circumstances may
require, and thus in some sense to mould the

future to his purposes, and to control what ap-

pears to be uncontrollable."

These sentences may give some idea of the

style of Mr Grant's oratory in the days of

the Reform controversy. It was more florid

than the taste of the present day sanctions,

but with his fervid delivery, his evident sin-

35
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cerity, and his commanding appearance, tlie

eiiect was electrical. It was interesting, says

Dr Carruthera, to see how he could blend busi-

ness details with these figurative bursts and
that ornate language, and how sound sense
and sagacity underlay all. Election contests
gradually weakened JNIr Grant's hold on the
county, and his majority having sunk to
seven, he consented, at tha suggestion of Lord
Palmerston, to withdraw from the Commons
and accept a peerage. I'or some time he
hesitated between the titles of Lord Grant,
Lord Arnisdale, and Lord Glenelg, but finally

adopted the last, to the amusement of some
of his sarcastic opponents, who did not fail to
remark that the name read the same back-
wards as forwards ! In Inverness his friends

gave the new peer u splendid banquet, at
which most of the county magnates of Inver-
ness and Ross were present ; and thus ter-

minated a connection honourable alike to the
representative and the constituency.
Lord Glenelg was a member of the Gov-

ernment when slavery was abolished in the

AVest Indies, and as Colonial Secretary he had
the pleasure of witnessing its final extinction.

In connection with South Africa, he disap-
proved of the proclamation of Sir Benjamin
b'Urban extending the boundaries of Cape
Colony to the river Kei. Sir Benjamin
accordingly resigned, and the question led to

warm discussion. The great crisis in Cana-
dian affairs came in Lord Glonelg's admini-
stration. He had to face the difficulties

which culminated in the rebellion of 1837.

Lord Durham, whoi was sent out as a special

Commissioner in 1838, issued an ordinance
sentencing the rebels who had srurendered to
perpetual banishment toi the Bermudas. Lord
Glenelg at first approved of the proclama-
tion, but Lord Melbourne subsequently an-
nounced its partial withdrawal, and the brunt
of the storm fell on the Colonial Secretary.
His colleagues. Lord John Russell and Lord
Howick, joined in blaming his administra-
tion, and Lord Glenelg felt himself obliged to

retire. Dr Carruthers says that if Lord Glen-
elg had been allied to any of the great political

families, no Minister would have dared to
sUght his merits or overlook his claims. He
had the jnisfortune, however, to take up the
work of the Colonial Office at a time when
novel and complicating conditions arose. His
experience and training lay in connection
with domestic and Indian affairs. The Go-
vernment at one time were willing to appoint
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him Governor-General of India in succession
to Lord George Bentinok, and in this sphere
he would have been more at home. Lord
Glenelg was conscientious to a degree, and
assiduous in his attention to details. Lord
Brougham pronounced him to be "the purest
statesman he had ever known." Some of

his despatches vindicating the rights of

natives in the Colonies, repressing idolatry,

and abolishing slavery throughout the British
possessions in South Africa, are models of

elevated and just thought, and of fine, im-
pressive English.

After his retirement from office. Lord Glen-
elg withdrew in a great measure from public
affairs. He rarely went to the House of

Lords, or took any active part in Parliamen-
tary business. He was unmarried, but books,
society, visits to the country and the Con-
tinent, relieved the monotony of bachelor life.

His kindness of heart showed itself in many
unostentatious acts of benevolence. Late in
life he set himself to the study of Gei-man
that he might be able to read Goethe in the
original. His last days were spent in the
companionship of Lord Brougham at Cannes,
where he died on 23rd April 1866, in the
eighty-eighth year of his age.

Robert Grant had a shorter and less ex-

citing career. He was called to the bar the
same day as his brother, 30(h January 1807,
and entered on practice, becoming King's
Sergeant in the Court of the Duchy of Lan-
caster, and one of the Commissioners in

Bankruptcy. He was elected Member of

Parliament for the Elgin Burghs in 1818, and
for the Inverness Burghs in 1826. The latter

constituency he represented for four years.

In 1830 and 1831 he was returned for Nor-
wich, and in 1832 for Pinsbury. Robert
Grant was a strenuous advocate for the re-

moval of the disabilities of the Jews, and
twice carried bills on the subject through the

House of Commons. They were, however,
rejected in the Upper House, which did not
yield on the question until 1858, twenty years

after Grant's death. In 1832 he became
J'udge Advocate-General, and in 1834 was ap-

pointed Governor of Bombay, receiving the

honour of knighthood. He died in India in

1838. In his younger davs. Sir Robert pub-
lished an essay on the trade and government
of India, and a sketch of the early history of

the East India''Company. He was the author
of a volume of sacred poems, which was edited

and published after his death by his brother,

Lord Glenelg. This volume includes some
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beautiful hymns, which have found their way
into modern collections. Sir Robert mar-
ried Margaret, only daughter of Sir David
Davidson of Cantray, with issue two sons and
two daughters, namely. Sir Charles Grant,
K.C.S.I., formerly a Member of Council in
India; Colonel Robert Grant, R.E., Deputy
Adjutant-General ; Sibylla Sophia, married to

Grau-s'iUe Ryder, Esq., and Constance Chare-
mile, who died in childhood.
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NOTE G.

THE NORTHERN MEETING.

The Northern Meeting dates from 1788, in
which year it was instituted. A printed
uotice which once came into om- hands con-
tains tlie original constitution and regular
tions. A meeting was held at Inverness on
the 11th of June 1788, at which were pre-
sent—^Colonel Hugh Grant of Moy, Mr
Gumming of Altyre, Mr Macleod of Geanies,
Mr Munro of Oulcairn, Mr Eraser of Rehck,
Mr Eraser of Culduthel, Captain Alexander
Mackenzie, 71st Regiment ; Captain William
Wilson, 3yth Regiment ; Blr Baillie of Doch-
four, Captain Grigor Grant, Lieut. John
Rose, and Dr John Alves (who was appointed
the first secretary). These gentlemen re-

solved to form an Association with the view
of holding "an annual meeting of gentlemen,
ladies, and their famihes," not for a. couple
of days merely, but to extend over a. whole
week, "and that for the purpose of promot-
ing social inte; course." The fee was to be
one guinea, payable by "every gentleman or
lady being the head of a family" ; and to
ensure regular attendance it was agreed that
every absentee member should pay a fine of

two guineas. This rule, it appears, was not
allowed to remain a dead' letter, for the first

year no less thaai £40 was added to the funds
in the shape of fines. Oificers absent on
duty were exempted from penalty. The
whole busmess was to be conducted by
stewards, of vi'liom the first set were'—Mr
Cumming of Altyre, Mr Eraser of Culduthel,
Mr Eraser of Relig, and Mr Macleod of

Geanies. At that time Highland games
weie not thought of ; the sole object of the
Meeting was to foster social enjoyment.
Dinners and balls were to be held during the
week. The company, ladies and gentlemen,
were to dine together in full evening dress,

"the first day at Mr Beverley's Hotel, the

second at Mr Ettles's Hotel, and thereafter

at the inns alternately." Dancing was to

commence preoisely at 8 o'clock, and to stop
pi-eoisely at twelve. Erom the first it was
resolved to keep the company select, and the
stewards alone nad the privilege of introduc-

ing strangers. Mr Cumming of Al-

tyre was directed to write to Captain
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Graham, Master of the Ceremoiiies at Edin-
burgh, for a copy of the regulations adopted
there, and to deposit these as the regulations

of the Northern Bleeting. The Provost of

Inverness was to be applied to for the use
of the Town Hall for the balls and the room
above for the tea-room. Each morning a
liublic breakfast was to be held "for as many
ladies and gentlemen as choose to resort
tliere.'' One rule is rather curious—"That
no subscription paper for any public or pri-

vate work or undertaking shall, under any
pretext whatever, be obtiuded on the com-
pany when met collectively; and that who-
ever presmnes to infringe on this regulation
shall be subject to a fine of one guinea." The
members believed that hunting would be
desirable to fill up the mornings; and so
Brodie of Brodie and Macleod of Geanies
were requested to apply to the Duke of Gor-
don and Sir Robert Mtinro of Poulis for the
favour of their huntsmen and homids. The
proposal to form the Northern Meeting
seems tO' have been taken up with gi-eat
eagerness; for before the first meeting held
in 1788, between 80 and 90 members had
joined from the counties of Inverness, Ross,
Nairn, and Mo.ray. For many years the
Meeting was held in the second week of
October.
The original meetings of the Association

were very different from the present, and
perhaps even more agreeable. A formal ball
every evening was found to be rather heavy,
and so, in order to obtain lightness and
variety, it was resolved the second or third
year to have only two dress balls, namely,
on Tuesday and Friday. On the other even-
ings the company were to assemble in un-
dress to play cards and dance. The gentle-
men of the Meeting wore a gay uniform.
Whether such uniform was used from the
beginning does not appear; but an old
authority states that a year or two afterwards
it consisted of a grass-green coat with a buff
edging, white metal buttons, and black
velvet cape, with four silver embroideied or
vellum button-holes. The waistcoat was
buff or fancy coloured; the breeches buff or
black silk; and' the buttons had the letters
N.M. engraved upon them. A gay time it
must have been when the members sported
through the Highland Capital in this dashing
costume, following the Duke of Gordon's
hounds in the morning, dining and dancing
in the afternoon and evening. In 1810 we
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learn that on the motion of the Marquis of

Huntly it was resolved that all the merabeis
should appear in blue coats from the Inver-
ness Woollen Manufactory. This was tO' en-
courage local industry. The stewards at
first wore badges ; subsequently they were
provided with wands; then tartan sashea
were substituted ; and latterly they re-

turned to badges. About the year 1816
horse-racing was added to the programme,
and some years later a course was formed at
Duneancroy. But the members never re-

garded the races as properly pai't of the
Meeting. They subscribed for them, and
offered pieces of plate for the winning
horses; but finding this a tax upon their
funds, they ultimately withdrew their sub-
scriptions and the races were discontinued.
The races now held at or about the Meet-
ing time are on an independent basis. The
practice of holding Highland games seems to
have been commenced about 1840. At first

they were got up by a separate subscription,
and were held in the Academy Pai'k. Then
they were transferred to the Longman,
where there was ample space. In the early
sixties the present Northern Meeting Park
was acquired from the late Sir Alexander
Matheson of Ardross, and enclosed with a
wall. A handsome pavilion for the accom-
modation of members and their friends was
erected, and a second pavilion was subse-
quently added.
At an early stage the Association resolved

to have a building of its own for the annual
assemblies. The Town HaU and the Gnildry
(as the upper room was called) were probably
found to be too small to accommodate the
company. A piece of ground was acqnired
in Church Street, on which a. building was
erected; and this, rebuilt and added to, forms
the present Northern Meeting Rooms. In 1801
a serious misfortune occm'red. A candle
manufactory was in close proximity to the
building, above which a powder maga-
zine was kept ! In those days the public
regulations with reference to explosive
articles must have been extremely lax. One
night the heat of the candle factory reached
the powder ; an explosion ensued, causing
the loss of seven lives and injury to many
other persons. The buildings of the Meet-
ing, as well as the factory itself, were greatly

damacjed. The Rooms, however, were soon
rebuilt, and in 1845 or thereabouts assumed
their present form. Internally they have
been greatly improved since that time,



280 Inverness Courier Index. [1824

The annals of the Meeting in the first

quaiter of the Nineteenth Century are
set forth in the pages of this volume. Year
after year the members assembled, passed
their time in "social interooui'se," and parted.

From 1788 until the present time, the Bleet-

ing has continued tO' be a favouxite gathering
both for county families and autumn visitors.

In 1795 a proposal was made to adjourn the
Meeting for the yeair, so many members
being necessarily absent in the service of their
country. This proposal, however, was nega-
tived, and the Meeting was held annually
during the Napoleonic wars—althougli for

years a considerable amount of fines had to
be remitted to members "necessarily ab-
sent." In 1796 a paragraph appeared in the
Edinburgh newspapers, stating that con-
sidering the circumstances, the Meeting of

that year had been well attended. It had
passed off very successfully, "with a brilliant
assemblage of beauty and fashion." The year
1832 was a blank in the history of the Meeting,
the gathering having been adjourned in con-
sequence of the prevalence of cholera ; and in

1900 the balls were put ofi^ on account of the
losses and disorganisation caused by the South
African war. In the latter year, however,
one day wa,s given to Highland sports. The
fines for absence have long since ceased toi be
exacted, and the terms of admission have
more than once been changed. The uni-

form is also' a thing of the past, but the High-
land dress holds its own. The Meeting con-
tinues to flourish, and promises to continue
for a long time to come as a fashionable and
successful Highland institution.
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Abercrombie, Eobt., of Birkenbog, M.P., 58.
Aberdeen Dentist Visits Inverness, 36.

„ and Bnrgh Reform, 144.
Adam, Mr, rector, Inverness Academy, 43, 216, 230.
AddisoQ, Alex., Pittsburgh, 13.
Administration of Justice, 251.
Agitation in Industrial Centres, 160, 173.
Agricultural Reports, 213; Distress, 218: Improve-

ment, 218.
Allan, Andrew, Littletown of Ardorsier, 17.
Alness Cattle Market, 185 ; Show of Live Stock, 54, 68.
Alves, James, portrait painter, 19.
American Privateei-, Captures Inverness Sloop and

Kirkwall Brig, 66; Lochinver Vessel Captured, 67.
Anderson, George, Inverness, 235.

,, John, Inverness, 201, 254.

„ John, Minister of BeUie, 165, 174.

„ Peter, solicitor, Inverness, 117, 230.
Andrew, Sii- W. P., India, 133.
Armadale Castle, 243-4.
Ardersier and Petty Faiming Society, 83.
Auchterblair, House Burned at, 162.
Ashburton, Lord, at Rosehall, 104.
Attack on the Prince Regent, 116.
Arthur, Captain Thomas, 130.

,, Rev. Robert, Kincardine and Cullicudden, 196.

Avooh Congregational Chapel Built, 164.

Badenoch and Strathspey Farming Society, 16.

Baillie, Alexander, Provost of Tain, 35.

Colonel, of Leys, 111, 180.

,, Evan, M.P., Bristol, 44.

,, Mrs Jean, wife of J. D. Grant of Bught, 70.

,, Peter, of Dochfour, M.P., 44.

Bain, Rev. Thomas, rector, Fortrose Academy, 63, 124.

Balintraid, Boat Upset, 22.
Balnagown, Sale of Cattle, 63.
Banff, County Members of Parliament, 58, 182.

,, and Elgin, Rice and! Treacle for the Poor, 122.

Barclay, John, Dean of Guild, Tain, 125.

Barilla, 204, 210, 217.
Bayne, Lewis, officer of Excise, 136, 154.

,, Rev. Charles J., Fort-William, 237.

Beaiufort, Rural Feast at, 13.

Beauly Bridge, 22, 24, 50, 51, 77.

,, Ferry Boat Sunk, 23.

„ Sheep Markets, 16, 23.

36
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Belgrave, Visoount, 171.

Bellerophon at Plymouth, Napoleon on board, 90.

Berkeley, Aclitiiral, Hallifax, 12.

Berbice Schooner Lost, Inverness man drowned, 75.

Best Cultivated Farm in Moray, 188.

Bethune, Dr, Inverness, 221.

,,
Rev. Hector, Dingwall, 185.

,, Rev. John, D.D., Dornoch, 111.

,, Rev. Mr, Alness, 43.

,, Rev. Wm., Duirinish, Skye, 75.

Bible So.cietVs Collections, 27, 32, 40, 182, 192, 195,

208, 222.

Blair, David Hunter, of Brownhill, 66.

Bonar Ferry and Bridge, 53, 54, 69, 73.

Blar-na-Leine, Battle of, 84.

Bond, Miss, Ladies' School, Cromarty, 109.

Bonniman, Andrew, rector, Fortrose Academy, 23, 63.

Boog, Bailie James, Dornoch, 33.

Boswell, Sir Alexander, of Auchinleck, 206.

Brackla Distillery, 237.

Bread scarce and dear, 112.

Brichan, Rev. David, Dyke, 8, 55, 73.

Bridges, 22, 24, 26, 34.

Broadford, Skye, erection of Pier, 8.

Bradie, Alexander, of the Bum, 70, 136.

,, Col. Geo., Lieut.-Governor of Fort-Augustus, 49.

,, Wm., of Brodie, 237.

Broi'a Coa^s in Inverness, 74.

New Distillery, 148.

,, New Town at, 74.

,, Reading-Room, 188.

Brown, Agnes, mother of Robert Burns, 178.

Bruce, King Robert, coihn discovered, 137.

Burghead, Guinea found in a haddock's stomach, 50.

Burgh Reform, 114, 130, 159, 162, 164, 167, 174, 177,

219, 220.

,, Officers and the Hangman, and 'Xmas Boxes, 131.

Burns, Robert, at Kilravock, 96.

Burt's Letters—^Highlands in 1818 compared with
Burt's time, 140.

Byron, Lord, 241.

Cairns and Stone Circles, 235.
Caithness Member of Parliament, 43.

,, Woman sentenced to death for robbery, 120.

Calder, Rev. Ohas., Ferintosh, 56; Mrs Calder, 180.

,, Rev. Mr, Croy, 215.
Caledonian Canal, xix, xxiii., 2, 3, 8, 10, 24, 27, 29, 125,

126, 145, 151, 162, 175, 197, 205, 212,
244.

,, Asylum, London, 76.

Campbell, Alex., or Inverach, Glenoalvie, aged 116,
82-3, 104.

Captain Charles, 65.

Captain Patrick, Fort-William, 96.

,, Captain, Royal Staff Corps, 130,
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C ampbell, Lieut.-Colonel Wm., son of John C, of
Ensay, 52.

,, Lieut.-General Arch., Governor of Fort-
Augustus, 49.

Rev. Mr, Oroy, 215, 218, 221, 224, 226.

,, Sir John, of Ardnamurchan, 46.
Cameron, Colonel, of the 92nd, 123.

„ Colonel, yr. of Passifern 76, 93.
Lieut. Allan, 78th Highlanders, 38.

,, Sergt. Alex., Pipe-major of the 92nd at
Waterloo, 128.

„ Sir Ewen, of Fassifern, 93, 207.
Cannon Balls found at Muirtown, 237.
Cant, Mr, innkeeper, Beauly, 121.
Carey, David, editor, "Inverness Jo.iu'nal," 1, 44, 249,
Camaby, Thomas, Jamaica, 7.

Carriers, 14, 41.
Castle Hill, 2.

Caatlereagh, Lord, 210.
Cathoart, General Lord, Freedom of Inverness to, 35.
Cato Street Conspiracy, '179, 182.
Cattle and Cattle Markets, 3. 63, 145, 202.
Cawdor, Hon. John Frederick Campbell, 46, 72.

,, Savings Bank, 85.
Lord, 197.

Celtic Society of Edinburgh, Dinner, 192.
Chiefship Controversy, 253.
Charlotte, Princess, 129.

Chisholm, Mrs, of Chisholm, 35.

,, Wm., of Chisholm, 75, 119; Extraoi'dinary
funeral of, 121.

Churches, Additional, 226, 254.

Church Patronage, 254 ; Church of Scotland in the
Highlands, xxxiv.

Circulating Libraries, 237.
Cists found at Charleston, 89.

Clark, Rev. Alex., Irjvemess, 2C6.

,, Rev. Henry, Moyness, 23.

Clan Ronald, Birth of an Heir, 172.

aynelish Distillery, 237.

Conon-Bridge, foundation laid, 6; Opened, 24.

Contin Bridge, 34.

Coal at Brora, 42.

Comet of 1811, 39, 44.

Cochrane, Lord, 75.

Com Market in Inverness, 166.

,, Laws, 81, 83.

County of Inverness, Parliamentary Contest, 2.

Cradlehall purchased by James Grant, M.P., 8.

Cragie, Colonel John O. Halket, 64.

Craigellaohie Bridge opened, 78.

Craig-Phadrick, 2.

Criminal Code in 1817, 114.

Orinan Canal opened, 38.

Cromarty, Emigrant Vessel in deplorable state, 168.

Funeral Riot, 6.
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Cromarty Reading-Room, 192.

Cromai-tyshire M.P., 52.

Crows, Destruction of, in Easter Ross, 50.

CuUen, Sergt. Andrew, Fort-George, 67; Executed at
Inveiness, 69.

CuUoden Veteran at Rafford, 103.

Culrain Riots, 179, 181.
Gumming, James, millwright, 223.

,, George, London, M.P., 150.
Cummingstoun, formation of Village at, 18.

Cuthbert, Lewis of, Oastlehill, 15.

Dalcrorabie and Lettorchulm pm'ohased, 12.

Davidson, Captain, drowned at Thurso, 106.

,, Captain, of Cantray, 16.

,, David, of Cantray, 24.

,, Lieut, and Adjutant, 27th Regiment, 55.

,, Sir David, of Cantray, 103.

,, Sir Samuel, of Cantray, 78.

,, Mr, resident engineer, Caledonian Canal, 163.
Davy, Sir Humphrey, and Lady, at Dingwall, 68.

Deai and Dumb School at Inverness, 126.
Dempster, Mr, of Dunnichen, 137.
Dingwall—Volunteers, 6 ; Ross-shire Militia Ball, 68

;

Tain Cai-rier, 14 ; Jail Conspiracy, 206 ; Prisoner
Escapes, 16 ; Land Improvement near, 107

;

Stone CofSn found near, 123 ; Magistrates and
Free Election, 239, 248-9; Jubilee of George
III., 23; Provosts of, 28, 37, 106, 188; Lord
Seatorth, Provost of, 28; Episcopal Chapel, 34;
Petition re Corn Duties, 72; Canal, 92, 95, 106,
162 ; Castle, 138, 150 ; Prisoner's Debt paid, 244

;

Legacy to Poor, 119.
Disinterring dead body at Kincardine, 94.
Disputed Settlement at Croy, 218, 221.

,, ,, Kiltarlity, 199, 208, 209, 216, 221,
222, 223, 242.

Distillery Laws, 105, 226, 227, 236, 245.
Distilleries, Increase of legal, 131.

in Skye, 135.
Distillation in the Highlands, 206-7.
Disturbances in Glasgow, &c., 182.
Distress and Discontent, 99, 114.
Divorce Bill (George IV. and Queen Caroline)

Abandoned, 189.
Dornoch, Provost of, 188.
Drowning of Clachnaharry Men at Redcastle Pier, 238.
Druid|s Temple at Leys, 147.
Duel in Ross-shire, 147.
Dunbar, of Brodie, Burgie, and Lethen, 46.

,, James, of Boath, 56.

,, Rev. John, Dyke, 8.

,, Sir Archibald, of Northfield, 17.
Duneancroy Race Course, 95.
Duneau House burnt, 48.
Dunkeld Bridge opened, 18.
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Earthquake at Arisaig, 22.

„ at Dingwall, Forres, &c., 109.

„ at Inverness, 90, 108, 123, 155.
Easter Boss, Cromarty, and) Sutherland Ladies'

Society, 250.

„ Fannei-s' Qub, 50, 54, 68.

,, Regiment of Local Militia, 25.
Edinbui-gh, Great Fire, 253.
Education of the Poor, 166, 192, 208, 213, 214, 251, 252.
Edgeworth, Miss, in Inyerness, 226.
Elgin, Burgh and Coujity Members of Parliament, 57,

58, 182 ; Foundation of Gray's Hospital laid, 91

;

Suffering among the poor, 119 ; Women thieves in
the Pillory, 37; Magistrates, 187; Burgh Re-
form, 186; Keenly contested election, 180;
Ladies present gold chain to Provost, 188.

Ettles, William, bookseller, Inverness, 134, 172.
Evictions at Strathnaver, 103.
Emigration, xxvi., 2, 6, 8, 10, 12, 106, 112.

Famous Naval Action, Chesapeake v. Shannon, 67.

Farm Servants' wages in 1816, 110.
Farquhavson, Rev. John, Scots College, Paris, 130.
Farrar Bridge, foundation stone laid, 75.

Ferguson, Robert, Resolis, convicted! of murder, 55.

,, ,, Respited, 56; Executed, 59.
Ferry Boat disaster at Fort-George, 46.
Fever in Caithness and Sutherland, 33.

Fiars' Court, first held in Sutherland, 50.

Findhorn River overflowed its banks at Forres, 73.

Findlater and Seaiield, James, Earl of, 46.

Fisheries, 93, 181.
Flyter, Rev. Alex., Rothesay and Alness, 75.

Forbes, A., of CuUoden, 2.

,, Arthur, of Oulloden, 163.

,, Duncan George, of Culloden, 139.

FoiTes—Anniversary of Trafalgar, 45, 56, 11], 157, 154;
Anderson's Institution, 224; Burgh Reform, 127;
Carrier escapes fi'om Jail, 82 ; Family of Grants,
255 ; Woollen manufactory burned, 88 ; Duncan
Grant, Provost, 255.

Fort-Augustus, Governor of, 49.

Fort-George Ball, 17.

Fort-William Sheep Markets, 16, 165.

,,
Waterloo Eeioicings, 96.

Fortrose—Academy, Legacies, 34 ; Handsome contribu-
tion, 42 ; New Episcopal Chapel, 241 ; Provost,

188; Magistrates elected; by poll, 126; Return-
ing burgh, 45.

Fowler, James, of Grange and Wellfield, Provost of

Fortrose, 126.

Foxes, Wild Cats, and Badgers killed at Brahan, 103.

Fraser, Alex., of Incheoulter, 149.

Alex., of Torbreck, 194; Mrs Fraser, 137.

,, Alex., merchant, Inverness, 140.

„ Arch. Thos. Fredk., of Abertarff, 98.
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Fraser, Captain, of Bunchegaire, 32.

„ Bunchegovie, Steatherrick, 75.

,, Brackla, 36.

Errogie, 32, 33.
Highland Melodies, 185.
Colonel, of Culduthel, 101.
Colonel the Hon. A., cf Lovat, xxxviii., 23, 26,

35, 49, 50, 62, 81, 97.

Colonel James, of Belladrum, 15.

David, Barnyards, piper to Lord Lovat, 48.
James, of Tomvoidt, 32.
James B., of Beelig, 139, 173.
General Mackenzie of Inverailochy, 29, 52, 77.
James, Ci-aggaig, Kirkhill, 33.
John, Kirkhill, fought at Culloden, 124.
Lieut.-Colonel, Royal Scots, 171.
P. A., of Culduthel, 106.
of Lovat, 108.

Rev. Alex., Inverness, 36, 196.
Rev. Colin, Kilta.rlity, 208, 221, 222, 223.
Rev. Thomas, Inverness, 196.
Simon, ordained at Inverness, 53.
Sergt. Alex., Blaich, Fort-William, 100.
Sir Wm., of Ledclujie, 12.

Sheriff, of Fan-ahne, 30, 34, 36.
Simon, of Ness Castlo, 34, 40.
S., yr. of Lovat, 2.

Thomas A., of Lovat, 224, 227.
Thomas, of Gorthlick, 246.

Fraser-Tytler, Wm., of Aldourie, Sheriff-Substitute, 37.

,, Right Hon. A., Lord Woodhouselea, 62.

The Hon. Wm., of Ness Castle, 40.
Free Schools for the Poor established, 173.
Freemantle, Wm., M.P., Northern Bui'ghs, 15.

French Ai-my defeated in Russia, 61.

,, Prisoner saves Inverness Militia officer, 64.

Frost intense, 21; Frost and Snow, 22.

Gaelic Chapel opened in London, 63.

,, Classes in Royal Academy, -24.

,, Dictionary Subscriptions, 121.

,1 Schools in the Highlands, 155.

Gairloch, Foreign Vessel Wrecked at, 11.

Gander, 70 years old, at Ai-dersier, 115.

Geddes, Mi-s, Orbliston, 188.

,, Wm., vintner, Inverness, 183.

George III. died, 176, 178.

„ rV., 175, 178 ; Coronation, 198, 199 ; Alarm by
Glengarry at, 199 ; Visit to Scotland, 210.

General Assembly prohibits Minister from acting as
Factor, 165.

Gilchrist, Mr, stonecutter, Inverness, 125.

Gillanders, Mrs, of Highfield, 43.

Gilzean, Sheriff-Substitute, Inverness, 238.

,,
Thomas, Provost of Inverness, 5, 17, 68.

Gladstone, John, Liverpool, 69, 185.
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GlenfesViie, Forest oi, 48, 49.
Glengarry, Estates and Emigration, xxvi.

,, Jubilee of George III., 28.

,, Local Militia, 35.

,, and aanranald, 172, 194.
Glenelg, 238.
Glenlivet, Smuggling, 235.
Glen-Urquhart, Funeral orgie, 207.
Gooden, James, London, 60.
Gold god found at Leys, 233-4, 250.

Gollan, Gilbert, died in London, 22.
Golspie Sheep Show, 200.
Gordon-Cumming, Sir Wm., of Altyre, 95, 187.

,, Jane, Duohess of, xxxvi., 11, 18, 28, 44, 47, 51,
52, 68.

,, Lady, of Gordonstoun, 14.

,, Robert, of Drakies, 23.
Gower, Earl, Marriage, 223.
Grant, Archibald, Invermoriston, 226.

„ Chas.. M.P., Inverness County, 2, 58, 111, 142,
147, 150, 153, 195, 220, 229, 231, 237.

,, Chas., Lord Glene"'g, M.P., luFerness Burghs,
and afterwards County, 39, 45, 57, 59, 64,
69, 70, 72, 104, 135, 142, 147, 150, 163, 181,
203, 205, 216, 218, 220, 238, 252, 263.

,, Captain, son of Mis Gi-ant, Fones, 118.

,, Colonel, of Grant, 57, 137, 181.

,, Colonel, of Moy, 207, 118.

,, Colonel Alex., C.B., 261.

,, Duncan, of Bught, 38, 59.

,, Duncan, Mullochard, afterwards Provost of

Forres, 255.

,, General Sir Lewis, 261.

,, Hon. Alex., of Glenmoriston, 9.

,, John, Grantown, "Admiral of the Spey," 51.

,, J. P., of Rothiemurchus, 56, 149.

,, James, son of James Gi-ant of Bught, 200.

,, James, of Bught, Provost of Inverness, 37, 228.

,, Francis Wm., Sheriff of Inverness-shire, 27.

,, James, of Redcastle, 19.

,, Lieut.-Oolonel ColquhoiUn, Fori-es, 119, 180,

256, 257.

,, Lieut. David, Inverness, 68.

,, Provost, Inverness, 62.

,, Mrs and Miss, of Arndilly, 16.

,, Patrick, Braemar, fought at Culloden, 237.

Rev. James, Naira, 90, 206.

,, Sir Jaines Robert, 261.

,, Rev. John, Abernethy, 178.

Rev. John, Duthil, 167.

„ Rev. John, Elgin, 13, 78.

„ Sir Robert. 271.

,, of Grant, Sir James, 40.

,, Sir James, 27, 46.

,, Sir Lewis A., of Grant, 46.

,, Sir Wm., Master of the Rolls, 134.

Guild Brethren of Inverness and Freedom of Elec-

tion, 130.
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Gunn, John, Sheriff-Substitute of Nairn, 223, 130.

Griffith, Rev. Dr., Oxford, 16.

Grave Clothes, ready made, 24.

Gray, Alexander, Lochbay, Skye, 34.

,, Alexander, M.D., Bengal, founder of Gray's

H:ospital, Elgin, 12, 91 ; Will disputed, 31.

Growth of Discontent, Riots in London, 112.

Gunpowder Explosion in Inverness, 2 ; Magazine built, 4.

Haig, William, Inverness Academy, 217.

Hay, Alexander, D.L., Captain of Volunteers in Nani-
shire, 7.

Heavy Fall of Snow, 7 ; Heavy Rains, 7.

Helmsdale, 152.

Highland Distilleries, 101; Small Stills, 101.

Distillation, 85.

,, and Lowland Distilleries, 90.

Distillery Laws, 99, 102, 104; Small Stills,

99, 102, 108 ; Reduction of Duty, 105.

Whisky Prohibited in Southern Market, 102.

,, Dress permitted in Higliland Regiments, 24.

Propiietors and the Relief of Distress, 119,120

,, Roa.ds and Bridges, xi., xiv., xv., xvi., 3, 8.

21, 22, 26, 46, 85, 137, 198.

,, Funeral, Extraordinary Scenes, 121.

,, Distress, 14; Meeting at Edinburgh, 15.

,, Farmers and Overatocking, 15.

,, Education, 251.

,, Road Impassable, 29; Snow-block, 14.

,, Piper at Vimiei'a, 37.

Prosperity, 156.

,, Raid, the Last, 180.

,, Society of Edinbm-gh, 11.

,, Society of Inverness, 86, 87, 109.
Society of London, 5, 19, 100, 119.

,, Society of Ross, Cromarty, and Suther-
land, 138.

Society of Scotland, 40, 76, 82, 92, 101, 106,
107, 121, 145, 162, 178, 193.

Highlands—Distinguished Travellers, Bishop Forbes,
XV. ; Pennant, xvi. ; Dr Johnson, xvii. ; Dr John
Leyden, xlii. ; Dr Maoeulloch, xliii.

Highlanders and the Ladies of Brussels, 76.
Highland Shearers, 151, 245.
Holy Family, The, 3.

Hood, Sir Samuel, Freedom of Inverness to, 18

;

Death, 81, 88, 94.
Hood, Mackenzie, Lady, at Stornoway, 90, 121; Mar-

riage, 121.
Horses, Improved Breed, 13.
Hossack, Thomas, Excise officer, 5.

Hoyes, Rev. Mr, Pon-es, 246.
Houston, Lieut. Wm., Creich, 42.

,, Hugh, of Creich, 42.
Hunter, General, Halifax, 12.
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Huntly,^Marquis of, xxxvi., 16, 18, 45, 70, 71, 109, 119,
1^5.

Influenza in Inverness, 182.
Inglis, Wm., of Kingsmills, xxxviii., 3.

Ignoa-amce in the Highlands, 167.
Illegal Malting and DistilUng, 62.
Importation of wheat permitted, 112.
Innes, Sir Hugh, of Loohalsh, xxv., 28, 65, 58, 157, 189.
Introdiiotion, ix.

Invergordon Horticultural Society, 185.
Ferry, 185.

Inverness—Episcopal Chapel built, 2 ; Andersan's
Fund, 113; Aberdeen Dentist Visits, 36;
Assemblies, 84; Athenseum, 86, 193; Bathing
Machine at Seabauk, 196 ; Bible Society,
84, 127; "Black" Bridge, 15, 16, 131; BHdge
Street Widened, 131; Bridge Tolls, 119; Bu.gh
Reform, 127, 153, 155 ; Burghs, Members of Par-
liament, 44, 45, 57, 150, 182; Carrier to Fort-
William, 41; Cattle Market at Islands, 84;
Church Street Boarding School, 218; Cii'cuit

Court, 6, 14, 41, 55, 110, 120, 164 186, 195, 240,
246, 247; Coach to Perth, 48; Coaches to. Edin-
bm-gh, 22, 26, 41, 42 ; Coiners and Thieves, 103

;

Collection for Irish Distress, 210 ; Common Goo<i
and Petty Customs, 95, 201, 229, 246; Concert,
200; "Courier" Started, 128, 132; Constables
Sworn in, 153, 228; Oourt-House in Bridge
Street, 77, 94, 111; Covered Drain in Church
Street constructed, 146 ; Curious Excise Case,
202; Custom House Statistics, 162, 177; Dis-
franchised), 143 ; Distiller Ruined, 103 ; Distress,

62 ; Destruction of old trees, 208 ; Earthquake,
Jail Spire twisted, 108, 109; Election Candidate
Kidnapped, 181 ; Embankment at Longman, 70

;

Exportation of Wood, 145; Fish Supply, 110;
Geddes' Buildings, 60, 220; Guild Brethren and
their Rights, 127 ; Harbour Improved, 98, 135

;

Head of Church Street Widened, 60; Heatvy
Tourist TrafiBc, 185 ; Fund for labouring poor,

120; Girl Killed on Castle Hill, 165; Gaol, 157;
Gunpowder Explosion in 1801, 146; Improvement
at top of Castle Street, 124; Incorporated Trades,

16 ; Insane Prisoner pardoned, 161, 162 ; Inter-

esting Pacts, 139 ; Infirmary and Jail inspected,

27. Jail—^Woman escapes, 31 ; wi-etohed con-

dition of, 155 ;
prisoner escapes, 33 ; prisoner re-

spited, 126. Jar of Coins found, 249; Ladies'

Walk formed, 151; Land feued at the Haugh,
40; Loyal Address to Prince Regent, 83; Local

Manufactures 87; Martinmas Market, 253;
Mason Lodge Hotel, 40 ; Milch Cow Market,

16, 23 ; Cattle Market, 254 ; Soup Kitchen, 115 ;

Public Flagellation of a woman, 117 ; Revenue of

the Town, 153 ; Construction of Velocipedes, 164

;

37
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Woollen Factory, 11, 32, 37, 154 ; Proposed Corn
Market, 11 ; Snowstorm—three days without
mails, 13; Theatre, 31; Packet for London 32,

82 ; Downfall of Napoleon celebrated, 74 ;
Militia

Officer Court-martialled for giving a dance, 77

;

Parish Saving Bank, 83, 84; Ness Islands, 84,

152; Soldiers embark for Spain, 68; "Water Sup-
ply, 85 ; Projected Newspaper, "The Northern
Star," 87; Society of Solicitors formed, 98;
Price of Bread, 100; Licensed and Unlicensed
Houses in 1816, 103 ; Skeletons found, 152 ;

News
Room established, 131; Relief Funds, 1816, 17;

Public Improvements, 136. Town Council—Amus-
ing Petition, 136 ; election objected to, 138, 149

;

settled in Court of Session, 158, 215. Shore dues,

151. Urns discovered at Aultnaskiach, 161

;

New footnath from Church Street to the Shore,

171; Sacred Music Institution, 176, 179, 385,

191; Coal Fund, 176; Population, 197; Sub-
scription Library, 185 ; New Gaol and Court-
house, 201, 218 ; New Chapel of the United As-
sociate Congregation, 202 ; Robbery of Bills and
Papers, 217 ; Municipal Constitution Debate in

the House of Commons, 219 ; New Corn Market,
229 ; Woollen Manufactory at the Haugh, 235

;

Solicitors' Dinner, 238; River in Flood, 252;
Water and Gas Company, 253; Iron Foundry, 3.

Inverness—^Freedom of Burgh to—Donald Mackintosh,
writer, Edinburgh, 45 ; Sir Charles Grant of

Watemish, M.P., 45 ; General Gunn Munro of

Grenada, 45 ; Sir James Mackintosh, 56 ; Sir

Samuel Hood, 18.

Farmers' Society, 3, 5, 7, 12, 32, 78, 83, 93,

102, 109.

,, Jou;-nal" commenced, 4; sold, 83, 84; on the
Com Laws, 99, 100.

Militia, 23, 31, 35, 36, 43, 62, 66, 68, 101.

„ Provosts of, 3, 17, 59, 62, 68, 82, 110, 126, 152,
228, 246.

Royal Academy, 15, 18, 22, 63, 90, 182.
Schools, 192, 193, 194, 199.

Inverness-shire—County Election, 250; County voters,
248 ; County meeting, lively discussions, 191 ; Ad-
dress to the King, 34.

Inverness-shire, Dr Robertson's Survey, xxvii.

Iron Ploughs, 103.

Ironside, Rev. William, 17.

Jeffrey, Francis, in Inverness, 44.

Johnstone, Mrs, first Editor of "Inverness Courier,''
133.

Johnson & Sim, woollen manufacturers, Newmill, 32.

Jubilee of George III.—Celebrations at Inverness,
Dingwall, Beauly, Naii-n, Tain, Dornoch, Fort-
William, &c., 28.
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Kelp Industry, 49, 76, 204, 210, 218.
Kennedy, Rev. John, Killeamam, 147.
Ketchen, Rev. Isaac, Nairn, 183.
Kilmorack—Mrs Fraser, aged 103, died, 135.
Kiltarlity—Disputed Settlement, 199, 208, 209, 216.
Kingussie—Races and Ball, 200.
Kingussie amd Laggan Poor, 201.
King, Magor J. G., died at Nairn, 107.
Kirkhill—Womian dancing at 96, 7.

Kyleakin founded, 44.
Kyle of Sutherland—Intense frost and thaw, 73.
KiiiO'ckando—Death of "Rod Jean," 53.

"Lady of the Lake" Advertisement, 33.
Lancaster, Joseph, on Education, 94.
Lauder, Thomas Dick, 105, 109.
Land' Tenui-e, xxvi.
Law, John, SheriflE-Substitute of Sutherland, 166.
Lawrence, Captain, of tlie Chesapeake, 67.

Leopold, Prince, of Saxe Cobuig, in the North, 169, 170.
Looh-Bracadale, Young Man Drowned, 37.
Lochmaddy, Ship from Halifax arrived at, with cargo

of prize goods and dispatches, 12.

Loch-Nevis, Herring Stations, 50.

Longevity in Ross and Cromarty, 228.
Long Island, Proprietor's Statement, 41.

London Missionary Society, 90.

Loyal Addresses from Northern Counties, 173, 191.

Lyon, James, Town Councillor, Inverness, 129, 143, 157.

Mail Coaches and Conveyances, xxi., 2, 27, 29, 41, 145,

152, 161, 166, 168, 172, 176, 179, 196, 201, 218,

229.

Malt Duty Unfavourable tO' Agriculture, 177.

Marriage by Oatholio Priest attempted toi be declared
Irregular, 94.

Manchester, Duchess of, 16, 18.

Martin, Rev. Donald, Chapel of Ease, Inverness, 35, 183.

Matheson, Rev. C, Kilmuir, 122.

Means of Communication, 2, 3.

Medical Society of the North, 140, 141.

Meikle Feri-y Disaster in 1809, 20, 21, 24; Relief Fund,
29, '32, 36, 43, 46.

Mein, Rev. James, Nairn, 205.

Members of Parliament for Northern Constituencies,

150.

Memorabilia of Inverness, 1, 205.

Merkinch Lands, 3.

Militia, Local, xxxii., 24, 35, 120.

Miller, Lieut.-Colonel, 1st Regiment of Guards, 93.

,, James, mathematical instrument maker, Lon-
don, 200.

Mills, Scarcity of, 139.

Milne, Patrick, of Ci'imongate, M.P., 58.

Mitchell, Joseph, xx., xUi., 254.
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Montague, Lady Jean, 16.

Moimd, The, Sutherland, 137.
Moray Firth, Growth of Shipping, 162.

Morayshii-e, Distress in, 14.

Farmers' Club, 32, 54, 242.

,, Members of Parliament, 181.

Morrisoo, Lieut. Alex., Kintail, 65.

Moyhall, Important Dinner, 45.

Muir of Ord Market, 185, 250.
Murray, Wm., Provost of Tain, 126.
Murat, Joachim, ex-King of Naples, Shot, 95.

Mulbuie Common, Division of, 77.

Munro, Captain Charles, Murdered at Resolis, 55.

Catherine, Murdered at Tain, 13.

Duncan, Provost of Fortrose, 5.

Lieut.-Colonel Duncan, of Culcairn, 35, 37, 43,

68.

George Gunn, Poyntzfield, 42.

Dr Walter Ross, Calcutta, 44.

Rev. Hugh, Nigg, 222.

Rev. Thomas, Kilteam, 96.

Sir Alex., of Novar, 37.

Sir Alex., Provost of Fortrose, 5.

Wni., gardener, Rosehall, 197.

Wm., schoolmaster, Thurso, 68.

Macadam, Rev. Alex., Nigg, 123.

Macandrew, John, solicitor, Inverness, 62, 106.

!Macaskill, He. D., Bigg, and Rev. Donald Fraser
Drowned, 129.

Macbean, Alex., janitor. Royal Academy, 149.

,, Donald, Deacon of the Weavers, Inver-
ness, 157.

,, Eneas, yr. of Tomatin, died, 37.

,, Rev. Alex., Kincardine, 181.

Macorimmon, Lieut., celebrated piper, 19.

MaccuUooh, Dr., on the Situation of Inverness, 247.

,, Sheriff, Tain, Drowned at Meikle Feri-y, 20,

21, 25.

Macdcmaldl, Dr., of Fei-intosh, 60, 122, 146, 151, 233.

,, James, of Balranald, 186.

,, James, M.P., 58.

,,
John, Gaelic Poet, 234.

,,
John, Killichonate, 49.

„ Lord, 243, 246.

,, Lieut.-Colonel, of Staffa, 43.

,,
Marshal, Duke of Tarentmn, 95.

,,
Mrs Janet, Tullochcrombie, died, 49.

Maodonell, Alexander, Milnfield, 183.

,, Colonel, of Glengany, xxxviii., 24, 28, 33,

35, 89, 95, 119.

,, Lieut. Ronald, 85, 95.

„ Mrs, Mibifield, 166, 167.

,,
Ranald, Scamadale, died, 96.

,, Wm., son of Coll of Barrisdale, 174.
Macfarlane, Bishop, 169.

Macfarquhar, R., Provost of Fortrose, 188.

,, A., Garguston, Culloden veteran, 182.
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Macgregor, Sir James, M.D., 262.

,, Jolm, murdered a.t Tain, 14.

Macintyre, Rev. Duncan, Kilmallie, 123.
Maokay, Hugh, of Skerray, died, 104.

,, James, St Louis, 240.

„ Major Wm., 68tli Light Infantry, 186.

Mackenzie, Captain Humberston, of the 78th, 117, 118.

„ Captain Wm., Jate of the 42nd, died, 74.

,, Colin, of Kilooy, 188.

„ Colonel Colin, Surveyor-General of India,
202.

,, General, of Avoch, died, 29.

,, Hon. Caroline, of Seaforth, 221.

,, Hon. Francis, of Seaforth, died, 70.

,, Hon. Wm., Master of Seaforth, 53, 58, 77.

„ James A. Stewart, of Seaforth, 121, 173.

,, Kenneth, Fermoy, 163.

,, , of Hilton, 106.

,, Lady, of Avoch, 68.

„ Lieut. Colin, Kinoraig, 67.

„ Major Maxwell, Kincraig, 72.

„ Major-General John Raudell, of Suddie, 26,
27.

,,
Major-General, M.P. foa- Sutherland, 15.

,,
Major-General Patrick, 180.

,, MrsMaiy Humberstone, 63.

,, Rev. Wni., minister of Tongue, 73.

,, Rodk., lof Flowerbuin, died, 50.

Sir Alex., of Avoch, 68, 180.

Sir George S., of Coul, 4, 121.

,,
Sir James W., of Scatwell, 215.

,,
Sir Kenneth, of Gairloch, on Highland

Roads, XV., xvi.

„ Tliomas, of Applecross, 105, 149, 181, 213.

Mackid, Sheriff, Dornoch, 50.

Mackintosh, Angus, of Holm, died, 112.

,,
Captain Beauchamp, Millbank, 209.

,,
Captain Williaim, 38.

Colonel William, of Millbank, died, 75.

,,
Inglis & Wilson, grocers, Inverness, 63.

,,
John, of Aberarder, died, 82.

Laclilan, of Raigmore, 18.

,,
Lieut.-Colonel .^neas, Balnespick, 72.

,,
Mrs, wife of Provost William, Inverness,

died, 94.

Phineas, of Druiiimond, died, 59.

Rev. Angus, D.D., Tain, 146, 221.

Sir James, 42, 49, 55, 56, 65, 73.

,,
Sir Eneas, of Mackintosh, 58, 119, 137, 178.

,,
Wm., chapman, transported, 27.

Wm., son of Campbell Mackintosh, Town-
Clerk, 87.

Maclachlan, Ewen, librarian at Aberdeen, 95.

Slaclean, Mr, artist, Inverness, 239.

Macleod, Colonel, of Geanies, 25. 35.

Colonel Patrick, of the 78th, 5.
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Macleod, Dr John, died, 39.

,, Lieut.-Colonel, 15th Regiment Light In-
fantry, died, 26.

,, Lieut.-Ckilonel, 3rd Eegt. Local Militia, 35.

,, Mrs, of Macleod, 106.

Mrs, of Talisker, 180.

,, Rodk. (fought at Quebec), died, 171.

,, Wm., of Luskintyre, 40.

,, Donatld, of Geanies, SherifE-Substitute of

Ross, 105, 244.

Macpherson, Alexander, Kingussie, 47.

„ Captain George, R.N., 243.

,, Captain James, 75.

„ Captain William, 76.

,,
Donaldl, Magistrate of Inverness, 184.

,, Duncan, Kingussie, 47.

,,
-Grant, Geo., of Ballindalloch, 27, 102, 120.

„ -Grant, of Ballindalloch, 181, 187.

,,
Ensign John, Blargymore, 95.

,, Mrs, of Belleville, 16.

,,
Mrs Margaret, of duny, died, 18.

,, Kenneth, Jamaica, 187.
Macrae, Alex., oldest man in Scotland, died, 18.

,, Alex., Demerara, 55.

,, Kenneth, Deputy Paymaster-General at
Jamaica, 13.

Rev. John, Glenshiel, 223.

Mactaivish, Donald, of Stratherrick, drowned at Col-
umbia, 94.

,, J., solicitor, Inverness, 75.

Nairn—^Burgh Magistrates, 105 ; Cliief-Magistaate in

trouble in Elgin, 120; Baths opened, 198; Pish-
ing boat upset, 22 ; Jail, 120 ; Jubilee of George
III., 28; John Straith's Monument, 105; Parish
Church fell, 17; Pier, 70, 78, 130; Provost of,

17 ; Prisoners escape, 197 ; Subscription Library
established, 101 ; Town Council audi Sale of

Lands, 235 ; Dr Maoculloch, 240.
NairnsMre Farmer Society, 78.

,, Harvest Home, 129; Patriotic CTub, 92.

,, Farmer and Witchcraft, 134.

,, Meeting in London, 59, 70, 78, 95, 122.

,, Waterloo Relief Fund, 93.

,, Loyal Address, 34.

,, Members of Parliament, 56, 65, 182.

,, Militia, 35; Volunteers, 16.

Napoleon Bonaparte, 48, 60, 61, 74, 83, 90, 198.
Neild, Jas , formerly High Sheriff of Buckingham, in-

spects Inverness Jail and Infirmary, 27.

Nicbolson, Robert, adjutant, Inverness Recruiting Dis-
trict, 148.

,, Malcolm, Scorrybreck, 62.

Northern Association of Gentlemen Farmers and
Breeders of Sheep, 7, 15, 23.

,, Bui-ghs Members of Parliament, 58, 182.

,, Comities Almanack, 29.
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Northern Horticultural Society, 84.

„ Infii-maiy, 3, 93, 100, 170, 246.
Meeting, 7, 17, 28, 37, 44, 56, 68, 77, 95, 111,

125, 1.54, 172, 188, 201, 211, 229, 246,

248, 277.

Missionary Society, 2. 94, 122, 146, 151, 170,
183, 186, 196, 209, 210, 224, 227, 242, 246.

Novar House, 75.

Oak Ti'ees discovered at Loch-Doohfour, 129.
Observations at seal, 217.
Old Man, 108 years, died, 115.

Old Coins found at Burghead, 239.
Ord, Rev. John, chaplain at Port-William, died, 40.

Ossian, Gaelic copy, presented tO' Louis XVIII., 100.

,, ,, Marshal MacdloiiaJd, Duke of Tarentuni, 101.

Parallel Roads of Glen-Roy, 138.

Parish Bank Societies suggested, 76.

Parliamentary Elections—^Ross-shire, 28, 149.

,, Reform, 116.
Paj-liament, 55, 69, 147, 179, 192.
Paterson, Rev. Mr, Auldearn, 35.

Peninsular War—Napoleon defeated at Leipsic, Ad-
vance of WeUmgton, 61 ; Victory of Vittoria,

66, Victory of the Allies, 69 ; Victory on the
Nivelle, 70 : Abdication of Napoleon, 71 ; Allies

cross the Rhine, 72; Toulouse, 74; Waterloo, 89.

Percival, Mr, Prime Minister, assassination of, 57.

Perpetual Motion, 154.
Peterloo Massacre, 160, 169.

Petrie, Alex., Deacon of the Shoemakers, Inverness, 157.

Pillory, Elgin, female thieves in, 37.

Plumbago, or Black Lead Mine discovered' in Glen-
Strathfarrar, 135, 171, 173.

Ploakton, LochaLsh, 18.

PlusoaTden. Abbey, 74.

Poor Law, 242.
Pooi-'s Goal Fund, 4.

Population in Noa-thern Counties, ix.

Porteaus, Rev. Wm., Rafford, 73.

Portree, 17.

Potato Crop abundant, 79.

Piedominance of Female Population, 139.

Preservation of Game, 93.

Price of Cereals in 1816, 110.

Prisoners escape from Jail, 31.

Prosperity of the country, 193.

Queen Caroline, 175, 179, 183, 184, 185, 186, 188, 189.

190, 191, 199.

„ Charlotte, 156, 157,
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Raff, Wm., Forres, drowned, 53.
Railways suggested) in 1818, 145 ; in 1822, 206.
Reay, Lord, 120.
Reform Motion rejected in Parliament, 121.
Regiment (71st) embaivks for Portugal, 37.

Reid, John, Delnies, fought at Fonteaoy and Cul-

loden, 43, 139.
Relief of Poor, 2.

ReligiouB Libraries, 173.
Remarkable Drought, 197.

Rents, Reduction of, in the Hghlands, 120, 137.

Reston, Lord, died at Glend'oioh, Perth, 164.

Richmond' and Gordon, Duke of, xxxvii.

Richmond, Rev. Legh, Turvey, 186.

Rioting at Oroy, 224.

Riots at Gruids, Sutherland, 195.

River Ness water analysed, 188.

Roads of Scotland, Taylor and Skinner's Survey and

Maps, xviii.

Robertson, Colonel Alex.., of Stroiwan, 217.

,,
Innos & Co.j grocers, Inverness, 53.

,, Jas., KiUichangie, fought at Culloden, 177.

Dr. JameS', of Aultnaskiach, Provost of In-

verness, xxxix., 110, 126, 139, 152, 246.

,, Jean, Inverness Character, 125, 126.

,, Lieut. Simon Fraser, died, 17.

,, Rev. Harry, D.D., Kiltearn, died, 94.

Rosehall, 11, 12.

Rose, Colonel, of Kih-avock, 24, 35, 56.

,, Hugh, of Kilravock, 65.

,, James, Excise officer, Struy, died, 53.

,, Lieut.-Colonel, 16.

,, Miss Alexandrina, of Kilravock, died, 103-4.

,, Mrs Catherine, Inverness, died, 35.

,, Rev. Mr, Inverness, 36, 196.

,, Mrs Elizabeth, of Kilravock, died, 81, 96.

Rose's Independent Company of Veterans, 96.

Rosemarkie New Parish Church, 166, 200.

,, and Killeaman, Patronage dispute, 76.

Ross, Benjamin, banker. Tain, 173.

Captain John, Rosskeen, killed at Mayo, 69.

Captain Thomas Cockburn, ShandVick, died, 64.

Munro, of Pitcalnie, diedl, 33.

Rev. 'ThoTOas, Kilmonivaig, 213.
Rev. Thomas, LL.D., Loohbroom, 31.

Sir Charl&s, of Balnagown, 6^^ 28, 58, 73.

Synod of, against Caitholio Emancipation, 208.
Ross-shire condemns lawlessness, 173.

„ Members of Parliament, 52, 58, 77, 149,
181, 215.

,,
Militia, 35; Colours presented to 1st Regi-

ment, 43; Inspection at Dingwall, 68.

,, Petition to prohibit distillation of spirits

from ooim, 34.

,, Suppression of imlicensed tippling houses,
108.

Rosskeen Church, alarming accident, 63,
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Rothiemurchus—Alex. Robertson murdered, 141.

Russian Suifering, Subscription from Inverness, 62.

Sabbath Schools, 113, 237.
Sage, Rev. Alexander, Kildonan, 240.

Rev. Donald, Resodis, 19, 202.
Salmon, price of, m 1816, 110.
Salmon Fishing, 238-9.

Saltoun, Lord, Ness Castle, 77.

Sanquhar, Forres, 138.
Schools in Inverness, 193.
Scott, Major-General, 36.

,, Major John Mackenzie, 52.

,, Peter, Inverness Academy, 242.

,, Rev. ^h\ minister of Buigher Congiegation, In-
verness, 194.

,, Sir Walter, 106, 192.
Seafield, Earl of, xxxvii., 46, 80, 82.

Seaforth, birth of an Heir, 14-5.

Seceder Chapel erected, 3.

Sellar, Patrick, Trial of, 103.

Severe Winter, 9, 15, 112.
Sheep Farms at Glengarry to let, 62.

in Sutherland and Caithness, 124.

SteaUng, 32, 120, 136, 141, 194.

and Wool Markets, 16, 23, 35.

and Wool Markets in Invss., 109, 117, 122, 147.

Sherifi Courts, 251.
Substitutes of Sootlajid, 41, 86.

Signed newspaper articles charged as advertise-
ments, 177.

Simpson, Alexander, Rector of Inverness Grammar
School, 76.

,, James, glover, oldest man in Inverness, 164.

Sinclair, George, of Ulbster, 43.

Sir John, of Ulbster, 6, 43.

Skinner, Right Rev. John, Bishop and Primus of Soot-
land, 108.

Skye—Destitution, 135; Fai-ming Club, 93; Vaccina-
tion in 1813, 65.

Slavery, 238-40.
Smait ringing, 36.

Smith, Laughlin, Quebec, 227.

Rev. Robert, Cromarty, 238.

Smuggled Salt, 124.
Smuggling, xxxii.-xxxiv. , 41, 62, 85, 101, 135, 138, 145,

164, 174, 193, 194, 202, 223, 224, 226, 227, 241,

245, 251, 2.54.

Snow-blocks, 14, 176.

Snow-storms, 13, 139, 217.

Society of True Highlanders, 88, 89, 95, 107, 110, 123,

125.

Spejonouth—Girl mm-dered, 33 ; mui'derer sentenced,

37 ; hanged, 38 ; unskilful executioner, ' 41.

Sport in the Highlands, Twelfth of August reports, 110.

Sunday Schools, 2, 26.
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Suppression of Begging, 85, 111, 223.
Sutherland, Absence of crime in, 51.

Association and the destruction of vermin, 199.

Clearances, 168.
Captain John, Bridgend oi Dunbeath, 50.
•—Coins found at Dalmore, 34.

Highlanders in South Africa, 148.
Improvements, 187.
—Meeting to consider Distillei-y Laws, 102.
Members of Parliament, 58, 102, 181.

Stephen, Dr Thomas, Elgin, 92.

Staffa aird lona, 209.
Stafford, Marquis of, 74, 120.
Stake nets, 79.
Steamboats, xxv., 175, 183, 188, 189, 190, 196, 200, 220,

224.

Stewart's Gaelic Grammar presented to Highland
Schoolmasters, 63.

Stewart, Captain John, Strathspey, 163.
Mr, of Dunearn, 206, 244.

,, Mrs, of TuUoch, near Blair, 212.

,, Rev. Alex., Cromarty, 246.
Still found at Abriachan, 136.
St Kilda, 233.
Stornoway, New Brig launched, 64 ; Harbour im-

proved, 92.

Straith, James, medical practitioner at Forres, died, 83.
John, burgh schoolmaster at. Nairn, 59, 79, 95,

105.
Strange adventures of a pound note, 253.
Strontian, Show of bulls, 36.

St Sebastian, fall of, 68.

Stuart, Hon. James, Lieut.-Governor of Foi"t-George,
died, 15.

,, William, Timdow of Abernethy, fought at
Fontenoy, 44.

Strathpeffer, 107, 123, 165.
Swift sailing, 157.

Tain—Woman murdered at, 13 ; first carrier from Ding-
wall, 14 ; John Macgregor murdered at, 14 ; Dili-

gence from Inverness, 24 ; Formdation-stone of
Academy laid, 35 ; Shooting without a licence,

94 ; 100 guineas for poor, 113 ; Provosts of, 126,
188; Jail, 169, 247.

Taylor, William, executioner, Inverness, 41.

Teaninich Distillery, 237.
Telford, Mr, and Mr Southey, in Inverness, 171.

,, Thomas, engineer, at Clachnaharry, 53.

Telford Street, 4.

Theatre in Inverness, 3.

Thomson, George, the friend of Bui-ns, 179, 185.
Thornbush Pier built, 98.

Thurso, Causeway Mrre Road, xvi.-xvii.

Tiger Cat in Invermoriston, 6.

Tobacco Manufactory established at Inverness, 106.
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Tolls, 219, 226, 229, 244.
Toi-vean, Silver chain found at, 9.
Tourists in the Highlands, 25^ 43, 244.
Tour of a Frenchman in Britain, amusing extracts, 107.
Ti-ades' Corporations, 253.
Ti-avelling in the Highlands, 23, 184.
TuUcoh, John, A.M., Inverness Academy, 42.
Typhus fever in Forres, 137.

TJist, North, wherry wrecked, 16.
Ullapool, Large vessel burnt, 138.
United States, Britain at war with, 61, 78.
Urquhart, Captain Charles, Mlled at^ Busaco, 38.

,, (Ferintosh) Bible Society's collection, 40.

Vaccination, 5, 65.
Velocipedes in Inverness, 164.

Violent gales, 135.
Volunteer Infantry dispensed with, 63.
Voting by ballot in 1817—election quashed, 115.

"Wade, General, and Highland Roads, xiv.

WarrEiud, Lieut., gallant action, 53.

Waterloo, Highland Brigade at, 89.

Weather—Warm, 150, 209; Unfavourable, 56, 59, 110,
252.

Weights and measures, 253.

Wellington, Dukedom created, 74.

Wester Ross Farmers' Club, 54, 68.

West Coast distress, 16.

West Indian Colonies, 240.

Wheat, high price of, 81.

Whisky duties, 221, 226, 227.

,, at a Funeral, 49.

Wick, 210; Provost of, 187.

WUls, James, Inverness Royal Academy, 166.

Wilson, Wm., merchant, Inverness, died, 42.

Wind and rain, flooding, 252.

Wishart, Dr James, Dingwall, 107.

Wolfe, General, at Inverness, 49.

Wood, Rev. Alex., Rosemarkie, 27, 166.

Woodiouselea, Lord, died, 62.

Woman flogged through Inverness, 117.

Wool, 35, 147, 165. 239, 253.

„ Market at Inverness, 122, 147, 183, 197, 209,

225, 242.

Young, Bailie Tliomas, 3.

,, Ebenezer, Inverness Academy, died, 16.

„ John, publisher of "Inverness Journal," 1, 4.

„ Murdo, of the "London Sun."
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